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PREFACE. 



JREADEIt, 

I HAVE found a szceet savour of Jesu^s precious 
fiamCy free grace, and perfect salvationy in these medita-^ 
tions ; and therefore I am persuaded it zvill be doings thee 
great service to recommend them to thy perusal. They 
Will be profitable to thee, if thou art hungering and thirst- 
ing after Jesus and his righteousness ; or if thou art one 
of those happy souls who know Jesus to be the Lord by the 
Holy Ghost y and art desiring to g7*otc in the knowledge of 
his adorable person, and in the love of the Father through 
him: may the Lo7'd the Spirit witness to thy heart of 
Jesus, whilst thou art reading them, and render them the 
means of glorifying Jesus in thy life and corwersation^ 
that thou mayest learn from every page to trust him more, 
to hope more in him, and to love him more, who is thy 
alls and if thou livestupon him in all, he will be thy 
heaven upon earth, and thy heaven of heavens in eternal 
glory. To his tender compassion I commend thee and 
thine, being thy ivell-xvisher (whoever thou art) in that 

ever dear Lord, 

W. ROMAINE. 

Lambeth) June 13, 1765- 
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CHRISTIAJ^ READERj 

Silver of human eloquence^ and gold of acquired 
literature^ have Inane; but such as I have, I give tothee^ 
plaits truth ^in plain style ^ in the name of Jesus Christ. 
H^^ is our ow fnast^, It has bepi my earnest prayer^ that 
to his glory mine ey^ might be single. One grand point 
has been my chief aim, namely, to exalt tl\e Jj>rd Jesus^ 
the perfection qf his atonement and righteousness p and tkf 
'glory qf his salv^tum. This f have found the blessed 
support and joyful triumph qf my own soul, while exercised 
with great disorder and weakness of body, in this work. 
][f the Jjord andgiv^ of all grace, is pleased to bless this 
feeble attempt tp the spiritual prqfit qf any qf his dear 
children, to him $nly all the glory is due. 

4s Um Kooereth a muUituie qf faults^ and the prayer 
qf faifti availfth much, may these, reader, be excited in 
i^haff of ih^ following sheets s and towards him who 
desires tp esteem it his highest honor, and greatest glory 
on €arthi 4q cot^fss and serve the Lard Christ, though 
less than the least of all his servants, and thine also for 

his^sakfi^. 

W. M4S0N, 

Rotherbtthe-wall. 



LIFE OF THE AUTHOR. 



FROM THE LONDON EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE. 



1 H£ subject of this memoir was bom at Rotherhithe, in the 
.county of Surrey, in the year 1 7 1 9« His father was by trade a clock- 
maker* He gave his son a decent education at a grammar-school^ 
where he learnt the rudiments of the Latin language ; and, possess* 
ing a mind naturally inquisitive, devoted many hours of his younget 
^ears to reading. At a proper age he was bound an apprentice to 
his father ; who having no idea beyond the acquisition of present goodf 
took no pains to tradn him up in the way he should gO) or to impress 
|iis mind with the truths of reveUtioiu 

Just before the expiration of his apprenticeship, his father was re- 
moved by death. By this event Providence called him very early in 
life to act the part of a Joseph* A mother ^ a nater^ and a brother^ 
now became his charge. When reflecting on tliis circumstance, and 
the direction and support which that God, whose wa3rs ane in the great 
deep, was pleased to afford him, tears of gratitude would frequently 
burst from his eyes, and the language of praise fall from his lips. To 
his mother he gendered, to the day ^ her deaths all that assistance 
which duty, affection and industry, could inspire. His sister, by 
xttaniage, was taken from under his protection, and in a few years 
died. His brother, who yet survives, was, when very young left to hia 
care, whom he put to school, and afterwards brought him up to hia 
own business* 

.' At the ^ige of twenty-two, he gave his hand in marriage to Miss 
CoK, with whom he lived In happy union nearly fifty years, and which 
only terminated in his death* He frequently acknowledged the good- 
ness of God, in restraining in him the violence of youthful passions* 
Though Uft mind waa not impressed with religious truths, yet at no 
one period was he led captive by those vices to which youth are parti- 
cularly addicted). But, as his moral conduct was exemplary, he deriv- 
tfik ipouk it no small hope of obtaining favor from God. He constantly 
attended his padsh church, and was seldom absent from the sacra-* 
meats buit, to use the lai^uage of the Prophet, he found ^< the bed 
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6 ^ »tIFE OF THE AUTHOR. 

shorter than tftat a man can stretch himself on it, and the covering 
narrower than that he can wrap himself in it." His mind was not un- 
frequentjy distressed with the suspicion, tHat he was not so good a& 
he oiight to be- His conscience would sometimes upbraid him with, 
the omission of duty and the commission of sin. Being at this time 
wholly unacquainted with the nature of evangelical sentiments, and 
that peace which results fi-om the knowledge of Jesus Christ, as our 
wisdom, i^ighteousness, sanctification, and redemption, he would 
seclude himself from the world, and, by agonizing in prayer, endeavor 
to perfect, by the flesh, that righteousness which he had long been 
attempting to establish. Being convinced that no exertions of his own 
would produce that happiness v/hich his mind was ai'dently set upon, 
land finding that the system of mere Heathenish morality, which he 
■had been accustomed to hear at his parish church, would administer 
no relief to his soul ; he began occasionally to attend at Mr. Wesley '^s 
chapels, and in a few years was admitted mto their societies, and ap- 
pointed a leader of a class. 

His new connection soon brought upon him the persecution of the 
world. In a diary, which he wrote in the year 1749, he has this re- 
mark: Aug. 7. "I was severely reflected on by one, who cursed and 
swore at me, saying I v/as commenced preacher : I was despised in 
the company of the world ; a good lesson to me, that I am called out 
of the world." This was succeeded by another persecution of the 

tongue: "My worthy friend the Rev. Dr. rages- mightily r He 

says, I have ruined a good Christian family, for whom he had the 
greatest love. As for me, I am melancholy mad ; or, as another 
honest inoffensive clergyman tells me, I perplex myself too much 
-about, religion." 

But this was not the only persecution he met with. Many of His 
former acquaintance not only deserted him, but used their endeavors 
to injure him in his business ; several captains of ships, who before 
had given him large orders, now entirely withdrew their favors, and 
he had the very trying prospect of an increasing family, with a de- 
creasing trade. To this circumstance he alludes in his Spiritual 
Treasury, in the meditation from Lukexxii. 35. Lacked yeany thing? 
And they said, JVbthing. He begins it : " Precious words to me ! With 
tears of thankfulness I record the goodness of my Lord to the chief 
of sinners. Upwards of twenty years ago, when it pleased him to call 
me by his grace, and make me happy in his love, my name was cast 
out as evil....fnends became foes....their hands were against me.— 
they withdrew their favors from me, and derided me ; under narrow 
circumstances, tender feelings for a large family, carnal reasonings 
of my corrupt nature, and strong temptations from the enemy, I was 
often sore distressed. But my Lord was gracious ; many and many 
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a fime did he bring this text to my mind, iMckednt thou any thing f 
1 was constrained with gratitude to reply, Jfothing^ Lord : Christ is 
■a most precious Master to serve ! I have proved it." 

During his connection with Mr. Wesley, though he in a great 
measure perceived the insufficiency of Iiis own righteousness to jus- 
tify him before God (for in the diary before alhided to, he cxpi*e8ses 
iumself thus, " I would as soon attempt to swim by the help of a 
mill-stone, as to rely on my own works for salvation"); yet the doc- 
trine which he had been taught to believe to be scriptural, that a per- 
son may be one day high in the favor of God, and the next, an objecft 
of the divine vengeance, would often make him miserable". One night 
returning from Mr. Wesley's chapel, under great dejection of mind^ 
fearing he should not h^ faithful to grace received ^ and so make ship^ 
wreck of faith, and finally perish; these words were immediately 
Suggested to his mind : " If when we were enemies we were recon- 
ciled to God, by the death of his Son, much more being reconciled 
we shall be saved by his life." His fears instantly subsided, his con- 
science felt a calm, to which before it was a stranger, and his mind 
was made Kappy in the belief of the truth. 

In his next interview with Mr. Wesley, he hinted at the doc- 
trine of the saints' final perseverance ; upon this Mr. Wesley asked^ 
** Where have you been to learn that?" He related the distress of his 
mind, together with the cause of it, and the means by which he had 
been relieved. As his understanding became more enlightened, he 
foimd this connection less desirable ; he was less pleased with the So- 
ciety, and they were not more satisfied with him : His attendance on 
ministers who preached the Calvinistic doctrines soon procured his 
dismission. 

He now became personally acquainted with the Rev. Mr. White- 
field, was particularly intimate with the Rev. Mr. Jones, Chaplain 
of St. Saviour's, Southwark, and had the happiness to class among 
his dearest friends the Rev. Mr. Romaine, for whom, to the day of 
his death, he ever expressed the most sincere regard, having sat for 
many years under his ministry. 

In the religious world he was well known as an author. Many of 
his productions have met with general acceptance. He had been fre- 
quently solicited to exercise himself in public preaching, which he 
as often declined, under the impression of his not being called to 
glorify God in that service. Though he could never be prevailed upon 
to comply with the solicitations of his friends in that particular, yet 
his talents were not laid up in a napkin ; for since his death his family 
have found among his papers, letters from correspondents in England^ 
Scotland, Ireland, and America, expressing the spiritual benefits 
they derived from his publications. 
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S LIFE OF THE AUTHOR. 

He first appeared as a writer, in a pamphlet under the title of ^ Hfo^ 
roHty mt Chriatianity ; pr remarks on a very extraordinary Sermon^ 
preached at St* George's, Southwark, by the Rev. Mr. Wingfield, 
Curate of said parish ; in a letter to that Gentleman, by a Layman of 
the Church of England." 

In the year 1754, he published some ^^ Plain Queriea^ humbly offered 
to the Clergy^ with an expostulatory address to the Laity of the Church 
of England, on the Declension of scriptural Christianity." 

He wrote, in the year 1758, ** Remarks ^nd Odservatiom on the Mo^ 
ra&ty and Divinity contained in Dr. Free*% Certam Articles^ firofioatd 
to the Court of Jasiatanta of the worafdpful company qfBaltera^ in a let- 
ter to the Rev. Dr. Free." The motto in the title-page ifi, " as fhee^, 
aiid not using your liberty as a cloak of maliciousness,'' 1 Peter u- 10; 
He evidences in these pieces, a knowledge of his subject, an ac- 
quaintance with the scriptures, and a concern for the glory of God^ 
Though he much disapproved of tlie Armenian doctrines of freewiU^ 
justification by worka, universal redemption^ &c. yet was he no less an 
enemy to the licentious tenets of the Antinomians ; and, at the time 
when Mr. Relly disturbed the peace of the church, by his unscripu 
tural preaching, and his Treatise of Union, he nobly appeared to de* 
fend that truth, ^< which is according to godliness," and printed a pam- 
phlet under this title, ^^Antinomian Hereay Exploded^ in an Appeal t6 
ithe Christian World, against the Unscriptural Doctrines, and Licen- 
tious Tenets, of Mr. James Relly, advanced in his Treatise of Unimt*^ 

In a pamphlet which he published under the title, ^^ Methodism dU^ 
fiktyedy and EnthuHasm detected; intended as an Antidote against th« 
4elusive principles and unscriptural Doctrines of a modeim Set<ef 
seducing Preachers ; and as a Defence of our regular and orthodoSt 
Clergy, froni their unjust reflections ; addressed to the Rev* Mr. Ro- 
inaine, the Rev. Mr. Jones, 8cc." he might truly adopt the tenguagt 
of St. Paul, " I caught you with guilt." Many eagerly bought it, 
who afterwards heartily repented of their purchase. A gentleman 
passing by a bookseller's shop, caught by the title-page, went in ^nd 
bought it. In the evening, after the business of the day was OVe^, hf 
put it into the hand of his son, saying, he had purchased it as aii an? 
tidote against that poisonous doctrine he hod lately imbibed, and in^ 
sifted upon his reading it, hoping it would prevent his running aftef 
a set of enthusiastic preachers. The son obeyedf While reatfing 
the first and second pages, the father frequently interrupted him bf 
saying. Mind that: But proceeding a little farther, be sqoa peftetred 
the design of the autlior ; and altering his language, begged be would 
cast it behind the fire : the son replied, ^^ Sir, I begftn to, reM k ftt 
your request, dp suffer vtxt to finish it." 
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At a- feiHicr proof of the viviu^ity of his disposition^ one day read- 
ing Mr- W^l^y'* ChrUtian Library^ and observing in how numy plar 
ce« he hJiiSi pubUshed the works of those who had maiatuned the doo- 
(ilne of imputed righteousness, he immediately formed the design of 
ma]dng extracts, which he accordingly did, and sent them into the 
w^ld, under the title of " The Scrifi$t*rc Di>ctrine qf hntmted Righte^ 
oufnea^^ Mscsted and maintained by the Rey* Mr. John Wesley, A. M» 
late Fellow of Uncoln College, Oxford*" This little piece was soon 
caught up. It quickly ran through the societies in London, and at 
le^igth reached Ireland, where Mr* Wesley then was. One of his 
preachers coming to thank him for the very excellent {Hece he had 
lately pubUshed, on the doctrine of imputed righteousness, Mr. Wes- 
ley instantly started with amazement, and pronounced it a pious fraud} 
\mt the bock being produced, and the contents read, he found in the 
last page, that the whole was declared to be taken from his Christiaa 
Library* 

.After publishing several small pieces for children, (A plain Ser- 
mon, recommended by the Rev. Mr. Jones; A Catechism; The His* 
lory of Jesus ; A Precious Testimony of Jesus, in the Experience of 
two Children, one ten, the other twelve Years of age), he entered 
uppR that work which will long live in the remembrance of those who 
hSrVe read it; two volumes entitled, ^^ *4 SfUrittuU Ttetfury fw th9 
Chfidf^ qf Godj consisting of a Meditation for each Day in the Year, 
upofi selec;! Texts of Scripture:" The first vc^ume for morning, th^ 
second for evening. Never did a miser arise with greater avidity from 
hit bed» ti9 accumulate wealth, than he did to compose these medita. 
tiona* Hence, while others were indulging themselves in sleep, ho 
wcadMl b^ up in the moming, in the depth of winter, at four o'clock, 
would sit in his r^om without a fire, and has declared, that his mind 
was si>.il^t;eiit on the glorious and animating truths, on which he waa 
writings that. he felt no cold. 

. Wlttle executing this work, a gentleman waited upon him on bu« 
sii^ss* Instead <)f taking his name and address as desired, and as he 
thought- he had done, be wrote the chapter and verse on which he had 
be^Q nrid^tatiiigs and when he came afterwards to look at the paper 
in 4)rd«4* t^ w^iX upon the gentleman, he found nothing upon it but 
A^il^.th^ u<Q(n4i ver^e the eighth; so much was his mind absorbed in 
d^^Wi#-^i(g^ He hss frequently menticmed the many happy seai. 
SQi^s lie eiyoyed wt^n i^ritiug his Treasury ^ and he lived to know that 
hJHir Isb^iMT wss not in vain in the Lord. 

.)Aji he proftisaed himself a member of the es^bUshed church, and 
CQHslantl?. ajttended her worship, he feU a eoncem that many, who 
had written on the Lord's Supper, had advanced doctrines vwhich. 
were U^ direct opypositim to those maintained and taught in her Ar« 
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•tides. The Comfianion to the Mtar may do for a self-righteous itno- 
•ndist; but it is a miserable guide to a mind enlightened by the Spirit 
-of God. He therefore published a small octavo, under the title of 
** I%e Christian Communicant^ or a suitable Companion to the Lord's 
•Supper." Mr. Romaine, in his Recommendatory Preface, says, ** The 
subject here treated of, is one of the deep things of God, of which 
none can write, as Mr. Mason has^ unless he be in his heart alive to 
God ; nor cai) any but siich understand the nature of the ordinance, 
or be fed and nourished at it." 

It might, perhaps, prove tiresome to our readers to notice the whole 
of his publications. The Believer's Pocket Companion met with a 
very favorable reception, and in a very little time ran through six 
editions. After the death of Mr. Toplady he became the editor of 
the Gospel Magazine, which he solely conducted for several years ; 
and in this publication first appeared his notes on Bunyan'9 Pilgrim. 

Though as a private christian and an author, Mr. Mason was dis- 
tinguished from many religious characters, yet he was too sensible 
of the depravity of his nature, and the spirituality of God's law^ not 
to feel and acknowledge that he was wholly indebted to the sovereignty 
of divine grace for whatever he enjoyed in preference to the genera- 
lity of Christians ; and would frequently express himself in the lan- 
guage of the apostle. By the grace of God I am what I am. 
. Having presented our readers with a striking likeness of the sub- 
ject of these memoirs, and faithj^lly delineated the prominent features 
of his mind, we would not pass over unnoticed those imperfections, 
from which he only was entirely free, " who was holy, harmless, un-^ 
defiled, and separate from sinners/' 

He was naturally very warm and hasty: and as the heat of his 
temper would sometimes gain an ascendancy over his judgment, in 
the moments of cool reflection it would produce the most serious con- 
trition. Being frequently called to struggle with this constitutional 
evil, he thought, on this account, no person more competent to point 
out the sinfulness of yielding to passion, and the evil effects which 
flow from an ungovernable warmth of temper. 

His mind being deeply impressed with the truth of that scripture, 
The ornament of a meek and qviet spirit is in the sight of God of great 
firicey and his conscience feeling the smart of that godly sorrow which 
worketh repentance to salvation^ he wrote " An affectionate Address to 
passionate Professors," shewing the blessedness of a meek and quiet 
spirit, the evil of giving way to bad tempers, and pointing out some 
likely means for subduing them. He begins this little tract with, 
** My brethren, suffer a word of exhortation from a heart that knows 
its own bitterness, and groans under the ruins of a sinful nature and 
disordered passions. Permit one, who freely owns with grief and 
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sbame, that he it naturally of a very hasty temper and passionate dis« 
position, to address you on the evil of indulging and giving way to this. 
In this attenipt) I humbly crave your most serious attention and a£Fec- 
tionate regajrd» hoping therein mine eye is singly directed to our Lord's 
glory, and my heart sincerely engaged for your spiritual good, and 
my, own. Bear with my freedom, as I assure you I desire to write 
from my cam sense and experience of this evil, as well as from obser- 
vation of it in others. I would apply to my ovm sotd all that I write 
to you ; and desire to fall under every convictipn myselji which I vaaj 
bring again^ you." 

Having been long named in the commission of the peace for the 
county of Surrey, in1:he year 1783 he retired from business, and be- 
came an acting magistrate. As the evening of life was now drawing 
on, he thought, in this department, he might employ those hours for 
the public good, which otherwise might appear to himself dull, and 
to others useless. 

About four years previous to his death, he iirst felt a slight stroke of 
the palsy. His speech for a few days was iuternipted, and he com- 
plained of a pain and numbness in his. head. It then left him ; but not 
without having, in some degree, impaired his faculties. About two 
years after, while performing the duty of a magistrate at Union-Halli 
in the borough of South wark, he suddenly fell from his chair, and 
was taken up speechless : from this shock he also recovered; but not 
without a greater debility of the mental powers. 

On the morning of his death, he intended to walk as usual ; was as 
perfectly in health as he had been for some time, and appeared to pos- 
sess a more than common vivacity : he ran down stairs with an un- 
usual agility ; and when engaged in prayer with his family, evinced a 
more than common degree of fervor. About eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon, as he was walking in his own room, in a moment he was de- 
prived of the use of his limbs on one side. An apothecary and phy- 
sician were imitiediately called in ; but death had received his com- 
mission. In less than two hours, his speech, which £rom the first had 
&ultered, was entirely taken away ; and though it would have afforded 
his surviving relatives the. greatest pleasure, to have heard him, in his 
dying moments, extol that Saviour, whom having not seen he lovedy 
and boast of that salvation from which, he had derived unspeakable 
joys ; yet that God, who ordei*s all things after the counsel of his own 
will, was pleased to deny them that privilege ; for at eleven o'clock 
in the evening of the same day, Sept. 29, 1791, in the 73d year of 
his age, he breathed his last* 

He has left a widow, two daughters, and a son. His remains were 
interred in the church of St. Mary Magdalene, Bermondsey, in which 
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- parish he had resided upv^ards of sixty years, and t^here, for the Jatt 
twelve years of his life, he attended on his son's ministry. 

Mr. M. may with strict propriety be classed among the good, the 
great, and useful of society. In his personal appearance, there was 
nothing to impress a stranger with a favorable idea of his talents; 
but in company, in his conversation evidenced marks of superior sense 
and prevailing piety, and rendered him an instructive and entertaining 
companion. Influenced by the power of divine grace, he glorified 
God in his generation. His soul was the peaceflil residence of all the 
social virtues. In the discharge of the filial, fraternal, conjugal, and 
parental duties, he was cheerful and exact. The urgencies of busi- 
ness were never suffered to intrude upon the more urgent claims of 
. his souU In persecution for righteousness sake ^^ his heart was fixed, 
trusting in the Lord;" and at length he had the happiness to expe- 
rience, that God had ^^ redeemed his soul ftxmi all adversity, and 
brought him through fire and water, into a wealthy place." Many 
years he lived on Jesus' Christ, as the alpha and omega of his own 
-salvation, and possessed the enviable talent of recommending him to 
•others with peculiar advantage. His mind was equally averse to tht 
leaven of Pharistucal pride and Antinomian presumption; which he 
considered as dangerous extremes, and against which his exertiong 
were Uniformly and equally directed....Though he was never dignified 
•with ^61 e^Mthet of reverend^ or elevated to the pulpit, yet by the dis^- 
creet husbandry of his time, he was enabled to compose those work^ 
which, during his life*time, rendered him useful to thousands ; and 
-wl^ch will embalm his memory, and convey instruction to succeed* 
ing generations. 

Reader, for the^ this memcnr was collected....not for the entertain'^ 
ment o£thy leisure moments, but for the improvement of thy futurd 
days. Learn fro#i the diaracter and conduct of a private individual^ 
that real Mforth, heavenly wisdom, and extensive usefulness, vx^ not 
confined to mien of public profession. Let Jesus and his salvation be 
thy first concern. Assured of his favor, make it thy study to live for 
God, and glorify him in thy body and spirit, which are his. Then, 
when called to drop the veil of mortality, thou wilt fturrive in the 
esteem of his saints, the excellent of the earth, and be rewarded \xf 
the admiration of posterity ....while thy happy sj^rit, wafled to the 
regions of bliss, shall enjoy in the lieatHic presence of Jesus, ineffable . 
and eternal felicity. 

« 
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IHOU shall be called Ay a new name, which the 
mouth of the Lord shall name,...Isa. Ixii. 2. 

This'Ib predicted of the church of God; which, according^ to 
oGitetiant-trBiiMiCtioiis of the glorious Trinity, stands in the nearest 
dud de»es^TdatiM to j£$us her head. She is here spoken of as a 
stngiepertoi, thou: she is called <*Christ'ibod7,"....Col.i.34....and 
*thi^ tifidej theLanib's wife,"..«.Rev* xid. 9...«of whom, saith God the 
PfiWier; ** I hate lored thee with an everlasting love,".*.. Jen xxxi* 3. 
Yea, ay th the! Son of God to his Father, of all his beloved members, 
^Thou hast loved them as thou hast loved me....and thou lovestme 
b^fof6 the foundation of the world,"....John xvii. 33, 24. O most 
cdmlbrting truths of God's word! how ancient is the love of God to 
His church I That God should love us miserable sinners at all is 
amaurig; but that he should love us with the very same everlasting 
tmchaihgeaUe love, wherewith he loves his own beloved Son, this 
^rpasseth all- knowledge! This love is the ^source of all blessings 
itr'tHne-; this love secures all happiness in et;emity. 

The Son of God has manifested his infinite love to his church, by 
c$bndicting- with and overcoming all the powers of earth and hell for 
l»h^ saket He most dearly purchased her, in a way of strict justice, 
i#fth his^most precious blood* But he finds every one of his ransomed 
ones branded with- this oM name of infamy, a sinner : it being near 
six thousand years since first entailed. By nature we are all old in sin, 
and dead in sin: but being predestinated unto the adoption of children 
\ff Jesus -Christ, . and to be conformed to his image, to the praise of 
the glory of God's grace, therefore we shall be called by a new name. 
This the Lord, the Spirit, effecteth. Being bom of the Spirit, and 
baptized with the Holy Ghost into the faith of Jesus, the Lord calls 
us by a niew name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name. This 
is it, veiTB^ 12, "The holy people....the redeemed of the Lord....thou 
shalt be called sought out/' O the blessedness of being sought 
Vol. L B - . 
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out! how precious is he who sought us out! He sought us in the 
ruins of the fall. He found us in a most miserable condition ; but 
he calls us by a new name, which signifies new creatures in our living 
head, who is the new man. This he makes us. Then we experi- 
ence the blessedness of a new state in, and of a new life from Jesus* 
He is a new and living way to us. By faith we walk with God....live 
iipon Je8us....feel sweet fellowship with him.*..enjoy comforting com- 
munion from him.*..and have joyful access to the Father through him. 
Thus the Lord writes "a new name upon his members, which no 
man knoweth, saving he who receiveth it»"....Rev. ii. 17. 

Thus, as Luther testifies, ' a christian is a new creature in a new 
world.' He is a subject of a new King, whose name is love ; and of 
a nev^ kingdom, wherein dwel)eth righteousness. He is possessed of 
new hopes....new plea8ures....new desires and new joys. Yes, and he 
finds new fears....new sorrows.. ..new conflicts, yea, and new enemies 
too. Though that old serpent the Devil and Satan, who deceiveth 
the whole world, is cast out of us, he still wageth. war against us. 
What then? every trial we meet with, every temptaticm wc are beset 
with,. shall only glorify tlie riches of God's love to us, and the power 
of the grace of Jesus in us....shall learn us the use of our.spiritunl 
weapons... .deaden our affections to earth....quicken our longings for 
glory....endear Jesus more to our hearts, so as with ardency to cry 
out, O that I may be found in him! how glorious the privileges! 
how animating the prospect of all such new-named souls ! they are 
interested in all new covenant blessings. New wine of gospel-peace 
and love is put into such new bottles. A new song, ^^ Salvation to. 
the Lamb that was slain," inspires their tongues. Such are lovingly 
called, by the word of their Father, and powerfully enabled, by the 
Spirit of his grace, to serve and glorify him, '^ not in the oldness of 
the letter," but in newness of the Spirit, in " righteousness and true 
holiness before him all the days of their life:" happy new year to 
such new-named souls! every revolving year on earth brings them 
nearer their Father's house, their Saviour's kingdom io glory. Thus, 
Mif any man be in Chiist, he is a new creature ; old things are passed- 
away, behold all things are become new."...*2 Cor. v. 17. 

My Jesus, my almighty friend. My feet shall travel all the length 

When I begin thy praise. Of the celestial road. 

Where will the growing numbers end! And march with courage in thy strengthy 
The numbers of thy grace 1 To see my Father God. 

Still has my life new wonders seen When I am fiUM with sore distress . 

Repeated ev'ry year; For some surprising sin, 

Behold my days that yet remain, 1*11 plead thy petfeA righteousness, 

I trust them to thy care. And mention none but thine. 

Thou art my everlasting trust, How will my lips in glory tell 

Thy Person I adore : Thy vict'ries, O my King ! 

And sincel knew thy graces firsf. My soul redeem'd from sin and)iell» 

I speak thy glories more. Shall thy talvatioa sing. 
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Behold the Lamb ofGody which iakelh azcay the sin of the 
world...John i. 29. 

^ NoTHiiTG can make poor sinners truly happy, but that which 
taketh away the cause of all misery, sin* This is effected* The 
XAmb of God hath taken away all sin, by his sacrifice for us* When, 
by the eye of fJEUth, we behold this Lamb, then all sin is taken away 
tmt of our conscience* When a soul thinks, ^ Sin has condemned me 
before God ; the law accuseth me daily ; it woiiis wrath in my con- 
science continually; and 1 am oft ready to cry out, O wretched 
that I am, whoMshall deliver me?' Thanks be to God for a precious 
-Redeemer* The Lamb, which God provided, hath done it for ever* 
All our iniquities were laid upon him* ^He bare it in his own body 
on the tree," the sin, the whole of sin, every sin of all that shall be- 
Keve in him, to the end of the worid* By the sacrifice of himself he 
put all away, out of the sight of God, as one puts away an offensive 
thing* He bore it away into a land of forgetfulness, as a thing that 
is hurtfiit* So then saith God the Father, to all his children in 
Christ, ^ Your sins and your iniquities I will remember no more*"**** 
Jer* xxxi* 34* 

' But one is often ready to say. How can this be true? for I daily 
see I am a sinner; tlie remembrance of sin is before me, in my 
thoughts ; though, for a season, time may efface sin from my memory, 
yet it recurs afresh upon my conscience* It may, it will do so, O 
soul; and nothing can effectually take it away but this, ^Behold the 
Lamb of God**' He taketh sin away now, this present moment, 
e'v^ry moment: at what time soever thou beholdest Jesus by the eye 
iof &ith, an the sin which troubles thee, thou wilt see it laid on him, 
and he taketh it away from thee* O how sweet to have no more 
conscience of sin ! 

Continually to behold this Lamb of God, is life to our souls, and 
death to our sins* Sin cannot terrify with its guilt: sin cannot pre- 
vail in its power while the heart is looking to this Lamb of God, for 
he says, "Look unto me, and be saved." Astonishing mystery 1 but 
this is God's truth* Thus to behold, is to be happy* Thus to look, 
is to be holy* May this, O my soul, be thy daily employ below, till 
thou beholdest the'Lamb in the midst of the throne above. Thanks 
to the gracious Father, for the gift of this precious Lamb; thanks 
to this holy Lamb for bearing and taking away sin ; and thanks to 
the loving ^Spirit, for shewing this Lamb to poor sinners and ms^** 
" God forbid I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ*"....Gal* vi. 14* 

If sin most vile to me appears, This is the truth by which we live: 
Whs^ must th' Omniscient see ! By Faith beholding ChFrst. 

But, Qod beholds ut in hig Lamb, Our consciences from guilt are freed { 
Frpm sin forever free. Then unbelief resist. 
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Utiie tbildren, ieep yoursdoes from idols. A^ijen^.l, 
: iJalinv. 21. . . . : 

Idolatry is founded in ignorance of leaus, the true God, and 
eternal life. None are spirftual worshippem of God but Mfeyecs Ml 
Jesps. There are many idols in Jthte world, suited to the pri4e UK^ 
hists of qui: corrupt nature. These mc are cautiqawd .agaui^« BiiKj^ 
in readingf this very .eidiortation, the iM of free-will id reai^ tx> prer 
«Bnt itself; as though di9cq)le8, by jtfaeir cwa powers ly^ee 3t9 joeff 
themselves. This notion opposes the Spirit and power of J^ms^ lOid 
springs from that grand idd, pride. Pride introduoea the .i^crf of 
aelf-righteousneas. This blinds the eye to the gl^ry of 4K^4!^j|^fl^ 
ousnesa of Christ, fceely imputed by God^ thvofttgh f^JM^* ' Thjo^ t^if 
trinM^ of idols, free-will, pride, and 8elf-^ghtepu9i^e9#, ^^ ^ wM9 
frith each ether. By the simple &lth 3of Jesus, we iice daUy t9^gi|ar4 
our hearts against all their specious pretensiona* 

So also, every outward object suited to oUr eoimpti^^ktupe^ tl^ l^oajt 
of the fiesh, the lust of the-eye, and the prideof life; 'these iai|tui|d))r 
call .£or the attention of our minds, tend to attract the fi^ectioii^ of 
^ our hearts, and promise us pleasure, happiness, and joy. But if tbM9 
are soug^ unto, coveted, and enjoyed, they alsobecome idi9la««««^e]r 
rival Jesus..«.they rd> our hearts of the consolatioii of this ^wripi^'^ 
lovobixi^and him of the glory due to his nanie; -whieh is e?^. ^^^ 
dispoisable duty of all his beloved discipks, io give imto bm 9^}^ 
Shall we then say of our own righteousness,* or oiu* $iii«, ye ^r^ff^f 
glcnyl Shall we at all hc^ in the one? shall'we ever seei: hptppii^wt 
ftom the other i Verily, if so, our hearts are nU right 'with Goiif ouf 
aouis are not sincere ^and upright with Jesus. Can we at wfc tin^^ 
halt between two opinions in our amduct, Jesus and self? Q^A fl^ 
the world? O where then is our faith in Jesus, our iove to God^ fi§§ 
not GUxl manifested love enough to us, in the gift of his betoyedSonf 
Has not Jesus done enough, suffered enough) to attrajct isvtvf tffSmr 
ttmj and to engage our whole hearts in love to himself 1 Has ^tt^ 
holy Spirit so clearly and fully revealed the love of tjie^ Fathiir, .^tiiwl 
the 'Saltation of' the S^m, asto «ub» us happy?. We mjist i^^nfesjl 
tiusf Surely then GOBaiscious shax»e» holy blushing, giadly rnvm^ft 
ahould. j&il <mr hearts, if we ^act n^t a« chaste wg^s tp c^r h^vj^^p 
b^egro^m. While we cry in the f<»r¥ency of prayer to ^ ^wm 
Spirit fpv power, we/shall in :the fervor of Iqve, and kk the .|\esQiu^;Q# 
of fai^,.. Stay with S^hfaimi ^^Qe^ ye ^ence^ jwrhat have I ^ ^m^ 
more with idols ?".*..Hp8. ^v. 8. 

Mortals with joy behold his face, Archangels leave their ht|^h abodeV 

Til* MerhallFathei^s ^nHy Son ; * To leam new i^ jst'ries hais ; aii| 

H0^#ottc^tfUfh:thowftiU«of.|(race! tell 

Whenthro^ hift eyes the Godhead The loves of 9i»4eicinAiag0o4 • - ^' 
shont. Jhe glories pflsBxaaaiwL 
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IwHtjgo mike length qf the Lard God: IwShmake met^ 
ticn t(f thy righteousness, even of thine onbf...^S4Um 

Wi»E trxvellen provide tlungs needful for their joamerff and 
%liard Against such -as lie in ^wait, by the way, to rob them* Our 
fraciouB God caUs not his dear children to fonake dieir native comi 
try, to travel to the heavenly city, withdot fiimishing them witha 
tich aupply of all things neceasary for thdr comfort, and alio su e n gdi 
to fmitect them from the power of every enemy. No soldier of his 
goeth a wurfore at his own charge; Christ being both their righle* 
o«MfieaB«nd strength, they can want nothing; neither riches nor 
(ower. H^ice, ttiey go on finom day to day, glorying in him, as 
Cheir richest treasure, and trusting in him as their afanighty atrcngtht 
and this is their constant song in the house of their pilgrimage, and 
all through their journey: ^ Surely, in the Lord have I rig h teous^ 
ness and strength,".- Jsa. xhr. 34* Jesu's rig^htcousnesa inspires the 
soul with boldness before God. Jesu's strength obtains vietory over 
everycnemy. This is the triumph of foith. So believers walk aafely 
and comfeitably. Children of grace are not called to be idle specula^ 
tists in doetrines, but to a life of activity— to holy walking with Jesoa 
•.Mconstanthearingof his love.— cheerfol obedience to his wilL..«<mi* 
gentseuidiof the«criptures-.«sted&st resistance of S«tanM..striving 
duly against SHi.-»and praying always with all prayer aaidsupplicatio»i 
WeUmiMjr one asl^^^.But who is sufficient for these things?" From 
natural power and inherent strength, we must all sit down in despaiK 
Attt £Mi leads from self to Xesua. I can do all things, thiough Christ 
streAgthciiing me; so will I go on u:ainstmy enemies; thus I shaU 
be enabled to walk in the path of every duty. But after I have done 
aU, still vxf Saviour bids me confess the truth, that I am an unprofiti 
afeic servant* But is not this discouraging to the soul? No; for it 
woiln not to obtain righteousness. It is already clothed with that^ 
and, 4n the views of foith, rejoices in it; abjures all other, and wifl 
niA<t mentibn of Jesu's righteousness, and his onlt, f<v accqytanei$ 
triiJi'-God, perfect justifieation before hint, from every condemnation 
of the law, ted accusation of Satan. Tnie, doubtfol fears may arise ; 
^stresoittg thought deje^; but happy is our conduct, joyful shalt 
Me'ovir eieperienee, while the righteousness of Chrift is behfchi by 
fehh, as our imly hope, our only joy, our only crown of rejoicing. For 
Ire-are made the righteoasnessof God in CRRtST....8Cor. v.^!« 

Wkile in thy righteousness I trust, Mj g^race and safety lie in this, 
Whicfarealf oiakesa SMHwrJQtt; My Creditor my surety U* - 

This truth of ftuthi Lord, nake Sne The judgmeotrday I diead ths Itssf 

p»yv«, [love. My JudgsiamadtmyrighlsoiiiatiS. - 

That faitk^MSiw'flt, which ««rkt4i7 
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For the mounUiins shall depart^ and the hills be removed^ 
• but my kindness shall not depart from thee^ rteilher shall 

the covenant of my peace be removed y saith the Lord, ivho 

halhniercy on thee.... fsa. Y\v. 10. 

The Absolute promises of our g^cious Lord, are the fi^undation 
of fiuth, the encouragement of hope^ the excitement of love, the source 
of comfort, and the spring of true holiness* Whj then are not the 
children of faith always joyful in hope, ever comfortable in love, and 
constantly happy in the way of holiness ? Truly, because an enemy 
hath sown the tares of unbelief in our nature* This evil root of bitr 
temess continually springs up, and troubles us. It bears the most 
base, dishonorable fruits, respecting our God ; and is most hurtful 
and poisonous to our souls. Little reason have we to dung and waterj 
IK> as to strengthen this degenerate plant, with the corrupt notion of 
those who deny God's covenant love and faithfulness, and dare teach 
f That one may be a child of God to^ay and a child of the Devil to* 
morrow*«.*that souls redeemed by the blood of Jesus, may, after all, 
bum in helU' Shocking I it is our daily duty, our greatest wisdom^ 
icver to be on our guard against, and avoid all such doctrines. They 
lire contrary to the precious declarations of our loving Lord ; and 
(end to weaken our faith in and hope of perfect salvation by JesuSf 
But a false. show of humility works ve^ry deceitfully upon n>en. 
lience we are prone^to look into ourselves, to find ' some inherent 
worth, some personal goodness, as the cause why the Lord should 
^al thus bountifully with us. 

Alas ! pride is at the bottom of this. Hereby our eyes, are diverted 
from the alone object of faith, Jesus, and turned to self. Then, no 
marvel unbelief prevails, and wie lose sight of God's free gracei 
rich love, and inestimably precious promises. Soul, know thyself* 
Though an object of mercy, a subject of g^race,. and an heir of proe- 
fnise, yet not one single drop of mercy, or of grace, nor one word of 
promise is made to thy person, but only as thou standest in, and art 
fclated to thy precious Saviour, according to covenant love* .^.There* 
fore God's covenant of peace shall not, cannot fail. Sooner shall the 
hills and mountains be removed, yea heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but thy Lord's love and kindness shall never depart from thee. 
The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. Here to doubt, is to dishonor 
the God of truth. Here sted£sLStly to believe, is to glorify the God 
of love.../^He sent redemption unto his people; he hath commanded 
his covenant for £vER,"....Psalmcxix. 9. 

" O what a stedfast hope have I, Then why should faith or courage fail I 

Built on thy faithful word ! Or comforts me forsake ? 

Tho' all tl^if^ fail beneath the sky, Let faith but look within. the veil. 

Thy truth stands fast, my Lord." All's safe fbr Je&u's sake. 
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Wdk circumipectltf ; not asfooUy but as wise, redeeming tlit 
: time, because the days are evil..,.Ephes. v. 15, 16. 

Light and life are communicated from Jesus to his members, 
not merely to fill their heads with gospel truths, a^ matters of specu- 
lation, or to make them fluent talkers about religion, but chiefly to 
affect their hearts, renew their minds, and cause them to be closer 
consistent walkers with Jesus. Without this, we only seem to be 
religious, and deceive our hearts, while our religion is vain: for we 
cannot stand approved in the sight of God, before men, nor to our 
6wn consciences* ^^ The wise man's eyes are in his head;" he looka 
around him and sees the evil of sin, the vanity of this present world 
••••that itsf gay pleasures, alluring pastimes, bewitching diversions, 
are the- gilded bait of the god of this world, whereby he ensnares 
unwary fooh to kill their precious time, and to blind and destroy their 
immortal souls ! The wise man looks above him^*-directs his eye of 
faith to his Saviour, as his example^».«to have his Spirit for his guide 
•••ftb be kept by his power*— to have bis steps directed by his grace, 
that his word may be the rule of his life, and that his walk and con* 
vei^ation may please his Lord, and adorn his gospel. Without this 
constant circumspection, we betray the greatest folly, and make sad- 
work for future grief and repentance. Lord keep us from this ! 

' Time is the gift of God* It is too precious a jewel to be worse 
than idly lavished away upon vanity. It is the wisdom of the wise to 
improve time to the noblest and best of purposes, in acquiring more 
knowledge of spiritual and eternal things. It is the foolishness of 
folly* for God's wise virgins, at any time, so to debase themselves, as 
to sacrifice their precious moments upon heathenish altars, devoted 
to vain delights said sinful pleasures^ We dare not, we cannot com- 
ply with these things, consistent with faith in Jesus, love to Godf 
and a good conscience in the Holy Ghost. 

The days are evil; iniquity aboimds; the love of many waxeth 
cold; heresies prevail^ the way of holiness is awfully neglected; 
but the Lord's arm is not shortened, that he cannot save: he 
ean. keep us close to himself, in the most perilous times* Constant 
watchfulness, and earnest prayer, are our daily duty*.**^ Let us 
consider one another, to provoke unto love and to good works ; not 
fbrsaking the assembling ourselves together, as the manner of some 
is^ but exhort one another; and so much the more, as ye see the 
day approaching* "••••Heb* x* 34, 25. 

From precious faith a precious strife Wherever faith does justify. 
Of precious virtues flow, It purifies the heart ; 

A precious heart, a precious life. The pardon and the purity 
And precious duties too. Join hands^ sad never pan. 



tM yANGARY r. 

^Blessed is the' people' that' Immc the fojffkl sound; tKep 
shall mcdky. O Lordy in tJkc light of /% countenance,... 
Psalm Ixxxix. 15. 

Trb psalmist alludes tothe jubllee*ttiimpel9 which was sounded 
tlmnighout the land dn the great dayof atonement* This was an or<» 
finance of the Ldrd«.*.Lev. xxv* 10. It was a joyful sound of libertjr 
ID God's [leopio* Atnie type, '&nd just emblem this, of the blow- 
ing the great trumpet, and the sound of the everlasting gospel re* 
fltoring life, liberty:, and salvatioh, to perishing captive souls. Has 
the gospel thus proved the power of God to the salvation of our souls I 
Surely* then, we must esteem it, as the most joyful sound that ever 
sftlitted our ears! Joyful, that it is not clogged with any temhis and 
eonditioRs? Joyful, that it is not, as some call it, a milder law^ 
|troposin'g mercy on easier performances than the legal yoke. No; 
sudh notions are subversive of the very nature of the gospel; they 
oiAy humor self-confidence, amd elate the pride of sinners. 

We are allnaturally deceived by such human, anti-evangelical 
8f stems; Hence we grow vain in our imaginations, and our foolish 
lleartb are darkened to the freeness and glory of the gospel. But 
wbeitthe Sutt of Righteousnessr»ises upon the heart, these mist» 
of ignorance and error are scattered* Then we truly know the go»* 
pt^ to be nothing but good news, glad tidings, a jdyfid sound indeed : 
at^free d^Iaratio^ of what the inlfinitely blessed and eternally glori* 
OUST Trhuty have planned, and what the adorable God-man hath ef* 
fttted^ for the salvation of the lost and guilty. It is one joyful, con- 
sistent, humonious sound of free grace, undeserved lovie, and un- 
mented mercy; frfee from any jarring discords of wrath and termn 
It 'proclaims' not pardon to-day, and condemnation to-morrow to be* 
Keverst now* peace with God, stfion war against us: now happinessL 
in the heaven of his love, by and by a hell of misery from hisVaJiger' 
flbdlmt)^; ohce' justified by his grace, and after all left to perish to 
eternity in oursins* God's blessed people reject such debasing nek 
tieyns, knowing they are contrary to the truth, and destructive of tW 
joy- of the gospel^ damp their" 16ve, deaden their* afifections to a< Gdd^ 
of ^ove, cool their zeal for his ^ory- and service) - attd stop their p*t>-» 
gtvss^ in true holiness. But by the love of the truth, they solaced 
tifemselves with the joyful sound, are enabled to w^k in the light of 
Ged'n couhtenantee, iAthe comforts of his love^- s^^iA the- joys of 
Jesu's salvation. Such are blessed now in 'the knowledge of' Gcid's^ 
truth y they shall be blessed in the enjoyment of God's eternal glory..., 
John X. rs. 



O blessed day f O happy honr ! O Spint-diVine! tlihie wt» tlie pew^r/ 

ThatbMilglit'tVls]6yf«liB0imd; - Which gan^thie'hearhig-eAri 

Of purd'ning love thro' Christ's, rich My heart, with love» in praises join. 
To heal my mortal wonnd. [gracei To thee, my Lord, most dear. Bi*' 
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' Because thy loving kindness is better than life, my lips 
^aU praise thee.^,.Psalml\\ii..S. 

Forsake allj and possess all. Give up all, and^oy all. This is 
,the doctrine of Jesus, and the experience of faith. So we overcome the 
world, by preferring the love of Christ to every thing beside. Moat 
blessed enthusiasm ! really tasting that the Lord is gracious....tnily 
feeling the comforts of his love....actually partaking of fellowship 
with .Jesus....communion of the Holy Spirit....fi*ecly conversing with 
the Father of all consolations....O how transporting to the Spirit! 
jiiow ravishing to the soul I With what holy indifference does the en- 
raptured heart look down upon the objects of sense ! The gilded toys 
of time) that so attract the views....the glittering vanities of life, that 
30 enslave earthly minds....the empty shadows of sense^ that so be- 
witch the heart ; yea, life itself, with all its comforts, What are all, 
compai'ed to one moment's enjoyment of the loving-kindness of the 
Lord! In competition, as shadow to substance; in worth, as the dust 
of the earth to the gold of Ophir. Sense is but short-lived fancy : 
jPaith is reality and substance ; for it brings love, the kindness of 
love, yea, the God of loving kindness himself into the sinner's heart* 
This changeth a fallen son of Adam into a glorious saint in Christ; 
a miserable sinner into a comfortable, holy, humble praiser of our 
covenant Lord. 

. Thus it is when the soul hath found God in Christ, who is its life) 
its glory, its treasure, its heaven, its all. But this knowledge con; 
sists, not only in ecstacy of soul and rapturous sensations, but faith 
is an habitual principle ; love is an active grace ; hope has a purify- 
ing efficacy. Not only are the lips opened in praise, the tongue 
loosed, to speak of the glory of Jesus, but the life, the practice, the 
conversation, will also be favoured with the grace of truth, as an 
evidence that we know his love, and have been with Jesus. So we 
prove that he has taught us wisdom, not to prefer heaven to earth 
in word only, but in conduct also. Therefore, having received all 
fromiiim freely, in love and by grace, we desire to do what he has 
commanded ; to avoid what he has forbidden. The fruits of righte- 
ousness su'e by him, to the glory of God the Father; therefore we 
pray to be filled with them. The works of the flesh, the works of 
darkness, we desire to mortify, and have no fellowship with, because 
contrary to love, and the enjoyment of it...." We have known and 
believed the love that God hath to us. God is love ; and he that 
dweileth in love dwelletK in God, and God in him."....l John iv. 16. 

Of all the Joys we mortals know, Sweet are my thoughts and soft my cares, 

Jesus, thy love exceeds the rest : When the celestial flame 1 feel: 

Love, the blest blessing here below, In all my thoughts, and all my fears, 
And nearest image of the blest* There's something kind and pleasing 

still. 

VoL^L C . 



22 JANUARY 4. 

Godliness is profitable unto all things, having prMiise pf 
the life that now is, and of that which is to come.... 
1 Tim. iv. 8. 

While under the law, we naturally think, for so much work, sd 
much wages....God will be faithftil to his word of promise, if we 
perform those terms and conditions he requires of us- Such are the 
notions of a legal spirit...they are the result of pride...*they swell with 
a vain conceit of doing something to make God a debtor to oul* 
works ; they are founded in ignorance, both of ourselves, and of the 
word of God's rich grace and free promises ; not one of which is 
tnade, absolutely, in respect to us, or to any thing we either believe 
or do ; but only as we are in Christ Jesus, members of him, out 
blessed head...«For "all the promises of God are in Christ Jesud 
yea and amen, unto the glory of God."....2 Cor. i. 20. 

Every believer in Christ is a holy, godly soul ; he is exhorted to 
be strong in the grace which is in Chiist Jesus. He has -all catis^ 
for daily comfort and joy. He is fiilly assured of his interest in that 
blessed catalogue of mercies, " ministers, the world, life, death> 
things present, or things to come, all are yours." Why I wkere^ 
Fore has he property herein? " Because ye are Christ's, and Christ 
is God's,".... 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23....therefore he shall want nothing; hfc 
shall enjoy every thing he can will, or desire, as a godly person e 
for true holiness is profitable to bring the will into cheerful acquies* 
cence with the will of God, and to enable the soul to say, " Thy 
Ipnll be done." All the blessings of Providence, all the riches of 
grace, all the glories of eternity, are secured by Jehovah's promise 
to the godly in Christ. 

Through the fkith of Jesus, godly souls are profitable to ihfkt 
Fellow-sinners, and fellow-members in him: Their g^ood conversa^ 
tion, theiir holy walk, the Lord owns and blesses, to win others td 
the knowledge and love of God, to a hatred of sin, to renounce the 
vanities of the world, and quit the slavery of Satan. 

Oh, christian, remember thy calling....be careftil of thy walk..** 
watchful over thy conduct....see to it, lest Jesus be wounded in the 
house of his friends. Pray earnestly, and study dwly that thy pro-- 
firing in godliness may appear to sdl, to the glory of him " who hatk 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own bloodi*** Are yon 
ambitious? are you covetous? do you love gain? are you eames^y 
idesirous to enjoy it? Hear, believe, and rejoice. " Godliness with 
contentment is great gain ?"•••• 1 Tim» vi. 6* 

. • . 

my Lord, how strange the g^ntce Now the promise is enjoy'd, 
Whioh ungodly godly makes! Hope of greater is employed: 

1 have found this matter tmct All is mine by gift of grace; 

AU the glory is thy due. Make me long to see thy face. M. 



JANUARY 10, 23 

To tha praise of the glory of his grace , wherein he hath 
made us accepted in the beloved.... Ephes. \. 6. 

When Jacob was about to meet his offended brother EsaU) he 
was greatly afraid and distressed. He sends a present to appease his 
wrath before he durst venture into his presence. " Peradventure he 
wUl accept of me," says he....Gen. xxxii. 20. Now his hope was not 
founded on the affection of his brother, but upon the favor which hi^ 
present should procure. He was not influenced by love, but fear and 
terror; hence his expectation arose only to a peradventure. So it is 
natural for sinners to conceive of and act to an offended God. Instead 
q( believing his gospel of free grace, and confiding in his messages of 
rich mercy in Christ, we are prone to think of sending presents, of 
doing something to pacify God*s wrath, and conciliate his love to us. 
Some terms of accommodation, some conditions of peace, we naturally 
think, and we hear many contend for, must be fiifilled by us. Thiai 
notion keq>s the soul always in suspense. It may flatter it with a per-r 
adventure, Gckl will accept me; but there is not the least ground for 
hope of acceptance upon such a human system. It springs from tha 
corrupt reasonings of man, is founded in the pride of nature, which 
ever rejects the faith of the gospel. 

Happy for us, to "hear what God the Lord will speak: for he will 
speak peace to his people, and to his sa]nts,"....Psalm Ixxxv. 8....not 
because of their prayers, tears, repentance, faith or obedience ; but, 
for an infinitely higher cause than all these, even because he loved 
them, and hath made them accepted in his beloved Son, Jesus. Here 
are no legal Ifis and Peradventures ; but the certainty and assurance 
of free love and unmerited favor. This is the most blessed, stedfast 
anchor-hold of faith. Its language is not. What shall I do to be ac- 
cepted? but, How shall I please my God, who hath made me accepted 
in the beloved ? In this way only, God secures all the praise and glory 
«f his otni grace to himself. The belief of this expands the heart 
with love, fires the soul with gratitude, excites to praise, and influ* 
encea to all true holiness. Hell may terrify with horror, the law 
work wrath in the conscience, a sight of sin cause us to tremble before 
God; but grace, the fi'ee unmerited favor of God in Christ JesuS) 
that alone changes rebels to saints, subdues sin, mortifies lusts, 
triumphs over all the curse and ruin of the fall, and raises its happy 
•ubjects to the exalted heights of salvation and glory. Happy those, 
:vfho know and believe " Grace reigns through the righteousness of 
Christ unto eternal life. "....Rom. v. 21. 

Content to be in Jesirs debt for all ; Freed from law-debt, and blest with 
At sov 'reign grace's feet we prostrate gospel ease, 

fall, Our work is no\^ our dearest Lord to 
Ay glory to the Lord that gtace is please. 

' firce, By living on him, as our ample stock* 

Else never would it light on guilty me. And leaning on him as our potent rock. 



24 JANUARY 11. 

Jesus saidy Ye know not what ye ask. ...Mark x. 38. 

* • 

Strange I what, James and John, two disciples of a despised and 
rejected Master, who had not where to lay his head, yet dreaming of 
earthly pomp and worldly grandeur, and petitioning for the highest 
pitch of worldly glory ? yes, nothing less than the right hand of pre- 
eminence, and the left hand of power, would suit them- Human na- 
ture, how earthly, carnal, and selfish 1 How low are we fallen ! yet 
how lofty in pride ! What are the best of men, when left to their own 
spirits? Truly, we know not what to pray for, as we ought. Jesus^ 
Master, instruct us, what we are called to! Teach us what to pray 
for. Let thy word, "My kingdom is not of this world," be ever 
uppermost in our minds ! 

Poor Baruch could not be honored of God, and commissioned to 
read the roll to the princes of Judah, but he thinks, now I am some- 
body ; I have got in the way of earthly honor and preferment. But 
his brother Jeremiah is sent to him, with this question and reproof^ 
" Seekest thou great things for thyself? seek them not."....Jer. xlv. 5. 
How many distresses were brought upon the children of Israel by the 
mixed multitude that went with them ! So the swaniis of corrupt 
lusts, earthly affections, and carnal desires, which are found with us^ 
are ever opposing the gloiy of Jesus, and exciting us to seek that 
happiness, in nature and sense, which can only be found in the spiri- 
tual reign of Jesus, in the heart. 

But so kind and gracious is our dear Saviour, that he crosses our 
wills, and denies our request, when contrary to our spiritual intenest* 
Thus in love he answers our prayers: he withholds what we ask ; he 
gives what he knows is best for us. If disciples ask what is unfit to 
receive, or unlawful to beg, shall we complain of God's love if he de- 
nies ? Granting is not always the effect of love. If so, Paul had been- 
less loved than Satan. Satan asked but once concerning Job, and his 
req^uest was granted. Paul besought the Lord thrice, that the mes- 
senger of Satan might depart, yet was denied in that. Yea, blessed 
Jesus thrice prayed his Father that the cup might pass from him ;. 
but that could not be- The Lord delights in the prosperity of his 
people ; therefore ^vithholds no good thing from them* Not our judg- 
ment, but his wisdom must determine this. We pray to be in the 
height of comfort, and on the pinnacle of joy. But love answers by. 
keeping us in the safe vale of humility and se\f-abasement. Lord^ 
what proud, aspiring creatures are we ! enable us to obey thee I 
" Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God.".... 1 Pet. v. 6. 

I'm heard, when answer'd soon or late, Peace then, my soul, for Christ knows 
And heard» when 1 no answer get : Either to give or to withhold; [best. 
Yea, kindly answer'd when rcfus'd; On him still wait, on his word rest; 
By Jesus lov'di when harshly us'd. Against thy fears be firm and bold. M. 



JANUARY 12. 25 

TTie XfOrd God is my strength, and he xvill make my feet 
like hind's feet, and he zvill make me to walk upon mine 
high places. ...Hab. III. 19. 

" The righteous are as bold as a lion/'....Prov. xx\iii« 1. The 
words of wisdom are not like the pithy sayings of the Heathensi 
which merely describe states and things to which men never arrive 
nor enjoy ; but they assure us, such and such has been, and still is 
the knowledge and experience of God's saints. So children of wis- 
dom are taught their privileges, and their souls are drawn out in 
prayer and diligence, that they may also partake of the fulness of 
the blessings described. Whence is the boldness and courage of the 
righteous derived? See the young stripling David, how boldly he 
advances to the mighty giant Goliah, with an insignificant weapon in 
his hand, yet assured of success. For the faith of Omnipotence was 
in his heart, and these soul-encouraging words in his mouth, ** I come 
to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts.".... 1 Sam. xvii. 45. 

Failh receives* all its courage and strength from its author, Jesus. 
It is armed with Omnipotence ; therefore he saith, " All things are 
possible to him who believeth. ".... Mark ix. 23. So Paul, "I can do 
all things." Why? because he was a great apostle? No: prophets 
and apostles are all of one mind, even with the weakest believer: ** It 
is Christ who strengthens me." "The Lord God is my strength.** 
Are our hearts weak and low, ready to sink and faint? are our graces' 
upoh the decline? are our enemies strong, and our troubles increased? 
To whom should we fly, but to our almighty God and Saviour, Jesus ? 
For this very end he makes his dear members "feet like hinds feet:" 
swift to run from danger, and to fly to him for safety ; so also " to 
run the way of his commandments with great delight." 

Such happy souls shall also walk with composure and comfort upon 
the high places of safety and security ; above the reach of their im- 
placable foes. O, those are sweet seasoi^S) when we mount up with 
wings as eagles; soar aloft in the exercise of faith; dwell high in 
the contemplation of love ; converse much with Jesus in glory, 
-though on earth in the body. How safe are the people of God ! how 
joyful should they be in faith ! how confident in hope ! how fervent 
in love! "For they shall dwell on high ; their defence- shall be the 
munition of rocks ; their bread shall be given them, and their waters 
shall b^ sure."....Isa. xxxiii. 16. 

Salvation is forever nigh And grace descending from on hight 

The souls that fear and trust the Lord, Fresh truth and glory shall afford. 



S6 JANUARY 13. 

/ ivill bear the indignation of the Lordy because I have 
sinned against him^ until he plead my cause and execute 
judgment for me : he zvill bring me forth to the ligfit^ 
and J shall behold his righteousness,., .Micah yii, 9. 

SiK, though atoned for by the blood of Jesu^, and through tHy^ 
^ith of thi9 the soul be made holy and happy, yet dwelleth m usr 
Hence all our griefe, our sufferings, our wretchedness. God's judgf 
ments are sometimes, secret, always just, ever in love to hi* own^ 
Misery should never aiHict us, if sip did not infect \\a. A gP<xi ion 
9trument may be out, of tune; the hand of a sldlful musician is n^ 
eessary to set it, and. display its harmony and sound. God discvt 
plines by afflictions for our profit and his glory* The faith, pattt 
^nce, and valor of God's soldiers are best known in tim^s of exer^ 
<^se: then how animating to view the love and tru^t to the faithful-^ 
ness of a covenant God! To see a father's love to the sou) in tbo 
rod of his^ displeasure against sin, how supporting ! I will bear th^ 
<^hastisements of my Father..*.my sins deserve them: yea, wr^^ 
and hell is my des^it: my mouth is stopped«.««I have nothing ^q 
plead.«.^guilt silences me* 

3ut see, hear, and rejoice, O soul. The church behold^ a blessecl 
person. Who is that he she thinks upon and mentions? ^^ Until 
HE plead my cause." O it is the dear advocate Jesus, thq ever pren 
pious pleader for poor sinners. How reviving are the, sacred pageat 
they ever testify of the blessed name, and soul-comforting work of 
Jesus ! He never intermits in his plea for the life of the soul ; he 
prevails over the desert of sin by his atcHiement and prayers^ Shortljf 
be will speak destruction to all sin by the word of his powerr 

In the mean time he sends his Spirit the Comforter, the third per* 
son in the glorious Trinity, " He will bring me forth to the light.'* 
Here sec Old Testament faith in New Testament love. It is the* 
Spirit's office to bring souls out of the dark dungeon of nature's sor* 
rows., to aee Jesus the light of life. " I shall behold his righteous^ 
f)^S9^" Tl^en it is a day of comfort after a night of distress. Is thti 
rigbteousness of Jesus mine? am I righteous by that in the sight oC 
God? Then truly it is in righteousness God dealeth with me, and 
will save me. This faith humbles the soul to the dust, strips it of 
prou4 murmurings and self-righteous pleas, and inspires it with 
boldness at a throne of grace. This .is the confident plea of faith 5 
" for thy righteousness sake bring my soul out of trouble : Destroy 
all them that afflict my soul, for I am thy servant. ".•••Psalm cxliii^ 
11, 12. ' 



JANUARY 14:% nr 

L&oe « brethren....! Pet. in. 8. 

Love without reason is a mad passion. Profession without love» 
is biit ^* sL souhdtng brass or a tinkling cymbal ; unmeaning noise to 
«)thers ; tmprofiting to him that makes it. Love is of God. It ift 
that prddous oihtment that is poured forth from the Father of love 
upon the head of DUr spiritual Aaron, and runs down to the skirts 
of his gannent, even upon all his brethren, the children of love* 
Love descends from God, through Jesus, to us, spreads itself among 
the brethren, atid ascends in grateful odours to the God of love. 

The pft>ph<et ' askb, <' Have we not all one Father ?"....Mal. ii. 10« 
Yefe, saith our elder brother, " I ascend unto my Father, and your 
Fatherw".«..John xjc. 17» Ilenoe the Holy Spirit draws the image of 
Jesus, ^ the firstborn of the many brethren," upon each of their 
souls \ and possesses them with the faith of Jesus* ^ And whoso* 
ever belieteUi that Jesus is 'the Christ, is bom of God ; and every 
one that Ibveth him that begat, loveth him also that is begotten of 
him. **•••• I John V. 1. Faith in Jesus is the band and cement of bro* 
therly love. Are we the brethren of Jesus, beloved and chosen by 
one Father, bom again of the same Spirit, partakers of the same 
l^race, heirs of the same promises, travellers to the same kingdom, 
Shd shall we not love each other? Alas! alas! we mourn for the 
loss of health, substance, &c. but what grater cause is there to la- 
incnt the loss of love amongst God's dear children, Jesu's beloved 
brethren! 

But we are all like Simeon and Levi, brethren in inic^iity : and at 
with them, so dnger and self-will is also found with'us....Gen. xlix« 
is, 6. Both are the effect of pride, and are contrary to fidth and love. 
The question is not. Are we perfectly freed from eveiy pas^on and 
tfemper contrary to love ? Nor are we to expect this from our brethren* 
God loves us not as sinless, but as he views us in Christ Jesus* Do we 
teaHy love the children of God as such—.love the members of Jesus 
jHirely for his sake ? Instead of indulging, do we curb and resist^ 
watch and ptay against our tempers, which are contrary to love? 
This is a blessed evidence, the root of love is in us. Let us be impor* 
tunate with Jesus, that the fhiits may abound more and more to the 
glory of God, ♦* whom we love, because he first loved us." 

« - * 

4 

Love lays her own advantage by Love is the grace that keeps herpowV 

Tio seek her heighhoui^s good : In all tke realms above ; 

So God's own Son came down to iie, There faith and hope are known no more 

Atid hoQght our WrH With blood* But saints forever love.. 



28 JANUARY 15. 

Mine iniquities are gone over my head; as an heavy burden 
they ai^e too heavy for me,.,. Psalm xxxviii. 4. 

Those who think lightly of sin, and account iniquity a trifling 
thing, evidently shew that the god of this world hath blinded their 
eyes to the infinite atonement of Jesus, and hardened their hearts 
through .the deceitfulness of sin; therefore they are insensible of 
grief, and without feeling of godly sorrow for sin. When Jesus is 
known in the heart, sin is truly abhorred, forsaken, and overcome* 
But it is most distressing to the regenerate soul when the load of guilt 
and the burden of sin are suffered to lie, day after day, upon the con- 
science. O the insupportable agony of such a state, none know but 
those who have experienced it! One would ask. Is not this contra- 
dictory to-that comforting assertion, " There is now no condemnation 
to them that are in Christ Jesus ?"....Rom« viii. l.«.«inconsistent with 
that triumphant challenge, *' Who shall lay any thing to the charge 
of God's elect? "..•.Rom. viii. 33. No; for though charge and con«« 
demnation for sin may be brought by Satan, the accuser erf the l»e- 
thren ; the law may condemn, and our own spirits must confess we 
are sinners ; yet our covenant God hath no condenmation a^^ainst us* 
For he hath laid all our iniquities upon Jesus ; and this is the full 
4ind free charter of his covenant concerning his children: " Their 
sins and their iniquities will I remember no more." 

Jesus is the only balm in Gilead, the only physician. for sin-dis- 
tressed, sore burdened, heavy laden souls. We may seek rest, but 
^all in vain, from any other object. Nothing can quiet and relies 
the distressed soul but this one truth, Jesus hath actually bore, 
Jesus hath fully suffered, Jesus hath perfectly atoned for all the sins 
of his people ; so that the Lord has discharged all their sins, and 
win remember no sin, no, not one sin against them. O when one 
beholds this general release, every debt crossed by Jesu's blood, and 
God acquitting from every accusation of law and conscience, then 
our souls return to their rest. This is the faith of God's elect. So 
^ Spirit bears witness to Jesus. So he is glorified and delighted 
in, as ^' the chiefest among ten thousand, and altogether Ipvely*'* 
And while our hearts are kept simile, loving, £uthful to hinif we 
live upon his grace, and feast upon his love ; and holy longings in- 
spire our. hearts, that we may fully enjoy him in glory. O theOf 

9 , 

Sin, (my worst enemy before) Then shall I see, and hear, and know 

Sh;all vex my eyes and ears no more: AU I desir'd and wish'd below; . . , . 

My inward foes shall all be slain, And ev'ry pow'r find sweet employ 

Nor Satan break my peace again. In that eternal world of joy. 



JANUARY 16. 29 

¥eaj hath God said. Ye shall not eat of every tree of the 
garden ?....Gen: Hi. 1 . 

It is the grand master-inece of that wisdom which is earthly, 
sensual, devilish, to cidl in question the truth of God's word; to in- 
sinuate a doubt about it. But here appears more modesty even in 
Satan, than in some of his servants ; for he only puts a query upon 
it, whereas they absolutely deny and ridicule the truths of Jehovah. 
In the same way that the old seipent attacked and prevailed against 
the innocence of our first parents, he still attempts to destroy the 
comforts and oppose the holiness of God's children by artful sugges- 
tions agsdnst the truth of God*s word* If he can but raise a doubt in 
our minds concerning what the Lord hath spc^en, he strikes at the 
. very foundation of our faith, hope, love, and obedience* As he 
abode not in the truth, he is a restless implacable enemy to the 
truth, and to every soul who embraces the truth as in Jesus. 

Really, one finds Satan like a laborious domestic chaplain, preach- 
ing in season, and out of season, in one's ears : * Hath the Lord 
spoken this? hath he forbidden that? how can this doctrine be true ^ 
it is so contrary to reason, so inconsistent with the nature of things; 
you a child of God ? you a believer in Jesus ? your sins atoned for by 
Jesus? your soul clothed with bis righteousness and sanctified by his 
Spirit? Is not everiasting love mere imagination? electing grace, the 
creature of fancy ? the safety and perseverance of the saints of Jesusy 
the whim of a heated brain? is Jesus the essentially true God? hath 
the Lord spoken so much against sin? doth he require so much 
strictness of life and holiness in walk as is contrary to the rest of the 
-world, and exposes to their hatred and contempt? hath God said so 
and so?' 

Thus with art and sophistry, he insinuates and puts on the air of 
a candid disputant for truth* What did Eve get by listening to him) 
and conversing with him? rather, what did she not lose? even the 
life, the love, the joy, the peace of her soul* It is our wisdom not 
to parley vrith or study to answer Satan's suggestions, but instantly 
to ^ resist him stedfast in the faith,''****l Pet. v* 9*.**taking the sword 
of the Spirit, the word of God, wherein is contained the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth* " All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, being able to make us wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus*"*.*.2 Tim* iii* 16* 

See how the prince of darkness tries O thon my sun, and thou my shield^ 
AH bts malicious arts ; My soul in safety keep ; 

He spreads a mist around my eyes, Make haste, before mine eyes art f ealM 
And throws his ft'ry darts. In death's eternal sleep. 

Vol. I. D 



30 MNUART ir. 

And^ill iliey in the synagogue y ivhen thei/ heard these things^ 
xoere filled with wrath.... Luke jy. 38. 

Human nature, how low fallen in misery and wretchedpcss ! 
yet how high doth it rise in pride I Though th^ meek Laii^b of Ga4 
is the preacher of sovereign grace and distinguishing love, yet the 
wrath of man dares to exalt itself against his doctrine. Fury burst 
fortli like fire, vengeance and resentment break the bqunds of the 
Jaw of God and man, and would have instantly put Jesus tg death* 

Pride is the first-bom of Lucifer: " Ye shall b^ ^s gods," hath 
tainted our whole nature with the cursed leaven, and ^U be the last 
enemy that is destroyed in us. Out of the abundanpe of pride in the 
heart, the mouth is opened against God's sovereign gra4::e, discrimir 
natipg loye, and divine dispensations. ^^ Be still, and kllPW that I ani 
Gqd," is a l^s^on the proud nature of man is aversp to. '^ I will be 
j^racious to whom I will be gracious, and will i^hew mercy on whon^ 
I will shew mercy ,*'...«Exod« xxxiij. 1 9....thovigh spoke from the 
niouth of the Lord, yet the hearts of sinner§ rise in wrath ^^nst it i 
they lopk with an evil eye upon the good pleasure of the Lord; an4 
dare challenge and call ii^ question his truths a^ his dealings wit}^ 
the children of men. 

Disciple, this day, a real Ip&enessi a true picture of thy proud 
natijre is presented to thy view. Peholc} thyself in thy proud breth- 
^n* See thy natural aversion to the soyereignty of pod's truths^ 
and thy Saviour's doctrines. ^11 the^e worshipping Jew^, priests 
as well ^s people, conceived w|'ath even ;n God's house : y:ef^, th^ir 
teeming hearts were soon filled with it ag^ipst Jesus, '^ man whq 
told thenn 'the truth. The histories of the Sareptan widow an4 
Naaman the Assyrian, they were well acquainted with, but could npt 
bear the doctrine of them* Good Hezekiah humhif d hipisdf for the 
pride of his heart... .2 Qhron* )cx^ii* 26....do we not feel tbp stirring^^ 
of it also? O what cause, what dsuly c^use for his practice* Stput 
words proceed from unhun^bled hearts. \Yhen our voices are heard 
^ high against God's sovereign determinations, it is a sad proof 
that our hearts are not Isdd low with a sight and sense of being guilty 
before God. Those who challenge God's purposes, have some plea 
founded upon their own imaginary goodness. ^^ Be clpth^ with, 
l^umility ; for God resisteth the proudf and giveth gr$ice tp the burna- 
ble.".... 1 Pet. v. 5. ' ; 

Shall nitaiv reply a|;ainst the Lqsfif But, O my sopl, if trpth fH> brig;ht 

An^ call his Maker's ways unjust \ Should dazzle and confoand thy.ii|;|^tf 

fh^ thunder of his dreadful word - Yet still hi^ written will obey« 

Can crush a thous^^d wotlds to dust. And wait tl)^ ^eat 4ecisive day. 



JANUAftY ift. 3\ 

Seafcn m^j O Gody dnd know my heart : try mc and knoto 
my thoiightSy and see if there be any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting... .Psalm cxxxix. 
23, 24. 

He that doth the truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may 
be made manifest that they are wrought in God. "•••John iii. 21. This 
is an infallible touthstone of true conversion, given by the Oracle of 
truth. " He that trusteth to his own heart is a foo!."....Prov. xxviii. 
26. Sincfefity may be attended With diffidence. Sincere upright 
souls know they have to do with a heart-searching God : to him they 
appeal, and desire to be searched and tried by him. What avails 
the soul, to obtain a favorable opinion from our vain fello>v-mor^ 
tals, if we are conscious all is not right within! What peace, what 
eomfoft, what joy, though men approve, and tlie soul itself be ever 
so confident, while conscience testifies my ways do not please the 
Lord, my walk is contrary to his will! True love to Jesus excites 
g;odly jealousy in the heart. 

While in the flesh, we are ever exposed to deceit from a subtle 
foe, a deceitful heart, and an ensnaring world, yea and from false 
teachers also. Intricate paths may present....darknes8 may over* 
take....and Satan may thrust sore at the soul that it may fall, or be 
driven into by-ways of error and wickedness. Here is the wisdom' 
and patience of saints when they cannot see their way, to cry to 
their guide. Jesus is the way....the only way....the way everlasting ; 
in which the saints in all ages walked to glory. Faith in Jesus is 
inccmsistent with every wicked way. Though in our present state 
there is no entire freedom from jsin, which dwelleth in us ; conse- 
quently no perfection in righteousness performed by us : yet the 
more we abide in Jesus, the closer we cleave to him, the more sted- 
fastly we behold him, so much the more, through the grace of the 
holy Spirit, we shall be dead to sin, and alive to holiness. We shal< 
experience the ways oF wisdom to be " ways of pleasantness, and 
all her paths to be paths of peace."....Prov. iii. 17. This is the end 
of wmple-hearted, sincere souls, in their appeals at a throne of 
grace, that " with open face, beholding as in a glass the glory of 
the Lord, they may be changed into the same imuge from glory to 
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lbrd."....2 Cor. iii. 18, 

His spirit purifies our frame, O let thy grace surround me still, 
KtUivalt ourpeace with God; And like a bulwark prove, 

Jelut ami his salvation came To fuard my soul from ev'ry ill, 
By water and by blood. Secur'd by soVrcign love. 



32 JANUARY IV. 

j(f ye continue in my wordj then are ye wy discipbes irfr 
d€ed...John wnu SI. 

As mutual love subsists between Jesus and his believing mem- 
bers, so there is a mutual choice of each other. Hence, saith the 
church, " I am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine*"...*Cant« vi. S. 
So also there is a mutual inhabitation; every believer dwells in Christy 
and Christ in him. This matter is only comfortably experienced by 
continuing in the truth. For "whosoever transgresseth, and abideth 
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God ; he that abideth in the 
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son«'\...2 John ix. 

Many profess to be disciples of Jesus in name. But what profit is 
this? If souls have not been sick of sin, alas, Jesus will be a physi- 
cian of no value to them. If souls have not seen themselves lpst> 
their state accursed, and their case hopeless and desperate, so that 
none but Jesus can restore and save them, they will but lightly 
esteem our Saviour. However precious Jesus is to others, he- will 
be but little regarded by them. They may profess his word, but 
mot being his disciples indeed, they will not continue long; they 
will only follow him for a season. Ah, poor souls, how soon are 
they offended? Little things put them to a stand. Trifles turn 
them back. Temptations and trials prove what they are. Other 
objects engage their affections, -and they presently fall quite away, 
and follow the Lamb no more# 

Continuance in the truth is the touchstone of faith: thus only is it 
evidenced. Disciple, remember, " if thou comest ta serve the Lord» 
prepare thy soul for temptation,"....£ccles. ii. l..«.so surely as thou 
art a disciple in deed and in truth, thou must become a crucified 
servant of a crucified Lord. As thou hopest for the c(»nforts of 
faith, so expect the trials of faith, and the exercise of patience. 
Thou must abide the tribulations of Jesu's word, as well as its conso- 
lations. The master deceives none. He tells us what we are to ex- 
pect ; every thing grievous to flesh and blood. But blessed be his 
gracious name and precious love, he hath bid us " fear not," apd 
hath given us the most comfortable assurances. *' I have redeemed 
thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. When thou 
passest through the waters (of affliction) I will be with thee; and 
through the rivers (deep and overwhelming distress) they shall not 
overflow thee; when thou walkest through the fire (fiery darts .of 
Satan, hot temptations within, and burning malice of men without) 
thpu shall not be burnt; (like the burning bush, thou shalt not be 
consumed) neither shall the flame kindle upon thee." (Thou shalt 
be fire-proof.) Why all this safety in the midst of such danger? 
Most joyful reason! " For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of 
Israel, thy Saviour. "....Isa. xliii. 1, 2, S. 



JANUARY 30. 33 

inHiis saith tlie Lord, Cursed be ihe man that trusteih f 9 
many and maketh flesh his arm, and ivhose lieart departcth 
from the Lord...Jer. xvii. 5. 

' It is very remarkable, afler the propliet pronounces the curse 
of confiding in the flesh, and the blessedness of trusting in the Lord, 
he immediately, adds, ^^ The heart is deceitful abqve all things, and 
desperately wicked. ".—Jer. xviii. 9. Hence we may infer, that tlic 
poison of pride, vain confidence in the flesh, and self-righteous hopesi 
may luii^ vmder the most exalted pretensions to piety, holiness, and 
perfection. This matter calls for great care and circumspection. 

.• ** As many as are of the works of the law (who in anywise seek to 
be made righteous by doing) are under the curse. "••• Gal. iii. 10. 
Think not this contrary to the holiness of God to pronounce such to 
be cursed, as though the Lord did not hate sin, and love aiid approve 
true holiness. No: but such deceive their own souls, and flatter 
themselves in their own sight. They dishonor the perfection of 
God's law, by bringing down its purity and spirituality to a level 
with their own works and obedience. They reject the righteousness 
of Jesus, deny the faith of him, look to their own holiness, trust in 
themselves that they are righteous, confide in the power of the flesh, 
and so their hearts depart from the Lord. Pride and self-cxalting is 
at the bottom- of all this. As they appeal to the law, they must go to 
the law, and hear its sentence, which sounds nothing but curse, and 
wrath, and hell. 

These are precious evangelical words of Luther:.* So we teach 
and comfort the afliicted sinner. Brother, it is not possible for thee 
to become so righteous as to feel no sin at all. In that thou dost feel 
and acknowledge it, it is a good token ; give thanks to God. Christ 
healeth them that are broken in heart, and saveth sinners. Follow 
not the judgment of reason, which telleth thee, Christ is angry with 
sinners; but kill reason and believe in Christ, and the sin which re- 
maineth in thee is pardoned for Christ's sake, in whom thou believest, 
trhose righteousness is thy righteousness ; and thy sin is his sin. Every 
christian is an high priest. This is the daily sacrifice of the New 
Testament, which must be offered up. The evening sacrifice is to 
kill reason : the morning sacrifice is to glorify God.* On Gal. iii. 6. 
^* Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the 
Ix$rd is."....Jer. xvii. 7. 

I am the itian who stood accurst ; But, Jefus, Lord, what hast thou done \ 

My heart departed from the Lord: Turn me, a proud self-righteous foe, 

Flesh was my arm, pride was my lust : To trust in thee, and thee alone. 
My just deserts to he abhorr'd. And all my former hopes forejj^o. M. 



U JANUARY 21: 

Let us ga forth unto him xvithout the campy bearing his 
reproach.... Heb.xin. 13. 

The profession of Jesus is easy to nature* There is nothing 
trksome to the flesh in being called a christian. But to know Jesus. 
in heart, to confess him with the tongue, and to follow him in oiir 
life, Mill ever expose us to reproach and contempt. But if, with 
Philip, we have really found that blessed him of whom Moses and 
the prophets wrote, we must, we shall speak of him to others. We 
aball esteem Jesns our beloved as our richest treasure. Our hearts 
and aflPections will b^ going out after him. Moses' choice will be 
ours: '^ We shall esteem the reproaches of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures of Egypt." But fleshly wisdom is contrary to all this. 
That ever prompts, ^ Save thyself....take care of thy good name.... 
fear, lest that be cast out as evil...»beware of thy character....go not 
too far, thou wilt sustain damage. In the camp of this world, ri'ches» 
pleasures, and honors are enjoyed. Study the happy mean. ThoQ 
mayest hold with the world, and yet not quit Jesus.' Nay, but thou 
canst not love and serve two such contrary masters : thoii wilt soon 
grow tired of one or the other. The inward glory and peace of Jesus 
will not, cannot be enjoyed but while the heart and aff^tions are 
placed on him. The ^th of Jesus is contrary to the world, it can* 
not be reconciled to its vain customs and sinful maxims. Nay, faith 
is the victory that overcometh the world. The world is an enemy** 
camp. A despised Nazarine is the christian's glory. To bear his 
reproach is our -highest honor. 

The heavenrbom soul, though like a captive imprisoned in fleshy 
yet hath free access to Jesus by faith. So it endures present re* 
proaches, seeing lum that is invisible* And do we hope for future 
sight, and eternal firuition of him who endured the cross and despised 
the shame for us I Let nv take and bear his cross ; despised disciples 
let us be. Look down on the world with contempt. Lo<^ up ta 
Christ with joy. Go forth to meet him in love, O soul. Reniember,i 
ever bear on thy mind, Jesus went forth cheerfully to meet all his 
conflicts aiid agonies for us. It is but a little while ere we shall go 
forth from the body ^^ to meet the Lord in the ur, and so shall we be 
ever with the Lord.'*.... 1 Thess. iv. 1 7. 
» 

When I can read my title clear Should eartk against my fool €ngtge» 

To mansions in the skies, And hellish darts be hurl'di 

I bid farewell to cv'ry fear. Then can I smile at Satan's rage^ 

And wipe my weeping eyes. And face a frowaing worid. 



JANUARY 5)2i SS 

IFoT his afiger €ndur^th but a moment : in his favor ^is lifct. 
Weeping may endure for a nighty but joy cometh in the 
moruins... Psalm xxx. 5. 

Verily here is a glorious assemblage of comforting truths like 
s^ reviving cordial of rich compounds to enliven drooping spirits* 
Too, too often do God*s children judge of their Father's love, from 
corrupt ideas. Through the carnality of their natures, the depravity 
of their judgment, the weakness of their faith, the uncertainty of their 
frames and feelings, and the artful insinuations of Satan, their loving 
Father is considered as an implacable being, fiill of wrath and anger 
figainst them* But this is contraiy to God's revelation of himself in 
Christ Jesus as a God of love* So also is it injurious and hurtful to 
the 90uls of the faithful ; for it damps their love, distresses their 
spirits, deadens the exercise of their graces, and hinders their increase 
in holiness; the essence of which is founded in the love of God. 
Therefore such views cQme not from God^ But thus Satan gains an 
advantage, and triumphs over poor souls, with, ^ There, there, s» 
vrpuld I have it*' , 

What can the soul do? whither can he fly? what course can he 
take? All legal efforts are vain..*.creature acts ineflrectual..Mfrom self 
and nature no hope can spring* What can he think ? Tmly stand 
amazed thftt he is out of hell* He cannot dnk lower in his views of 
bimsQlf, than what his just deserts are* But never so miserable can 
lie be in his own sight, but the grace of God in Christ Jesus i^ all* 
sufficient to afford hope and help* In nature's despair, grace tri* 
umphs* A sens^ of momentary anger heightens returning favor* 
Tl)e joy of the morning is improved by ^ past night of sorrow* God 
ev^r rests unchangeable in his love to his people* This is the essence 
i>£ gospel grace and truth* That we vary and fluctuate in our appre* 
hension of his love, is natural to pur very existence, as old and new 
creatures* " But we have a more sure word of prophesy, whereunto 
ye do well that ye t^e heed, as unto a ligh( that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in your hearts." 
2 Pet. i. 19. " The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophesy." 
Rev. xix. 10. 

How will the pow'rs of darkness boast My heart shall feel thy love, and raise 
If but one praying soal be lost ! My cheerful voice to songs of praise. 

But 1 liave trusted in thy grace, Thy anger but a moment stays ; 

And shall again behold thy face. Thy love is life and length of days; 

WJiatc'er my fears or foes suggest, Tho* grief and tears the night employ^ 
Thou art my Rope, my joy, itiy rest; Thou, Morning-Star, restor'ft my joy. 



.**. 



.... 



S6 JANUARY 23. 

O viy Gody my soul is cast dmvn wilhin me : therefore will 
I remember Ihee from the land of J or dan^ and of the Her- 
moniiesy from the hill Mizqr.... Psalm xHi. 6. 

In times of dejection and distress, the thoughts of a dear friend, 
who has comforted us in times past, tend to alleviate the mind. If 
we are assured of his love to us, we question not his readiness to 
assist us. So under the affecting loss of a dear brother, Martha 
addresses the Saviour, *' I>ord^ if thou hadst been "her^, my brother 
had not died."....John xi. 21. 

Inexpressible blessedness, to live in a holy familiarity with the 
God of love I How simple are David's words! how freely doth he 
pour out his complaints, and tell God of his sorrows i though his 
soul was bowed down within him, heaviness of mind beset him, the 
sweet sunshine of joy was overcast by the dark cloud of sorrow, yet 
Pith's piercing eye looks through all. Regardless of his own frames 
and feelings, he has direct recourse to God. 

O my God, how sweet, how animating are appropriating views 
to the soul ! Though cast down, though dejected in self, and all 
within heightens the gloom, yet all above is hopeful and encoutag- 
ing. Though no confidence about us, yet Jesus is before the throne 
for us. ' I will not, I cannot, I dare not forget this. Rejoice not 
over me, O mine enemy ; I will still remember my God; my thoughts 
shall be yet towards him; my hope is in him; my expectations from 
him. Thoiigh it is now dark, I will remember past times of light ahd 
love. Though now bowed down, yet my God has been the lifler-upi 
of my head. The light of his reconciled face in Jesus hath • shined 
upon me. Clouds may intercept my joyful views of this, but not 
prevent his sight of me, nor turn away his love from me. My case 
is bdfore him. My soul lies open to his view. The times of refresh- 
ing shall come from his presence. He rests in his love. Such are 
the reasonii^gs of fedth. Departed saints' experience should encourage 
living saints* confidence. Cast down, mourning souls, when they 
enjoy not God's comfoits, should meditate on his loving purposes, 
rich promises, and free grace in Christ Jesus; holding 'fast by the 
word of his truth, " God is faithful, by whom ye were called into the 
fellowship of his son Jesus Christ our Lord."....l Cor. i. 9. 

Amidst temptations sharp and long The g:ogpel bears my spirit up; 

My soul to this dear refuge flics: A faithful and unchanging God. 

Hope IS my anchor firm and strong, Lays the foundation for my hope 

While tempests blow and billows rise. Iti oaths, and promises, and blood. 

• • • . • . • 



JANUARY J4. S7 

Sisnciify them through thy truth, thy word Is truth.... John 
xvii. 17. 

Thus prayed our great High Priest on earth. What he asked 
in his humiliatiQii, is founded upon the word and will of his Father; 
and he hath power to effect in his exaltation* Hence we have the 
fullest assurance of the perfect sanctification of all his members* 
- Hence the desires and breathings of souls after holiness are encou* 
raged; and the prayers of the faithful gather the strongest confi« 
dence of success. 

While our beloved expresses his affectionate concern for his peo- 
|ile's salvation, we see an equal regard for the honor and glory of 
iiis Father's word* Love for holiness, and love of the truth are in- 
^separable* As the gospel prevails in the heart, holiness is increased. 
It is first life, then liveliness in the soul: it is the ministration 
of the Spirit in the sanctification of the spirit* Whatever working 
we find of the Spirit in the heart, it is by the word of truth* The 
-life of believers is from Christ, who is the truth ; therefore in- 
creasing light, refreshing comforts, stronger affections shall abound^ 
and all by that same law of grace and truth, whereby the soul was 
at first converted to the faith of Jesus* ^^ The law of the Lord is 
perfect, converting the soul, making wise the simple, rejoicing the 
beart, enlightening the eyes*V****Psalm xix* 7, 8* 

There is a peculiar g^ory in the ordbr of salvation, ^ God hath 
chosen us from the beginning (before the foundation of the world) 
to salvation." But how is this made manifest? only <^ through sanc- 
tificatioQ of the Spirit, and belief of the truth*".**.2 Thess* ii* 13. 
Thus faith and holiness flow frtnn electing love. So every word of 
God's truth is prized; and the fulfilment of every promise is ex- 
pected* We love the truth, because it discovers God's most ancient 
love to us in Christ: it reveals Christ's righteousness to us for 
Qur justification ; revives our hearts with the knowledge of pardon 
by his blood, and the certainty of foil sanctification and perfect glory 
through his intercession* So Jesus prayed****80 we believe.***so poor 
sinners are saved* Saved, unspeakable mercy! saved from the 
power of sin and the prevalence of pride* Happy the heart where 
the love of holiness prevails agreeable to the word of truth* Dread- 
fol delusion! when the truth is held in unrighteousness; or zeal for 
holiness is contended for, while the truths of electing love, Christ's 
righteousness, his members' certain salvation are opposed and de- 
nied. Glory to the Father for his everlasting love. Glory to Jesus 
for his justifying righteousness and atoning blood* Glory to the 
Spirit ; for his sanctifying influences will ever be ascribed to them by 
truly sanctified hearts* <^ What God hath joined together, let no 
man put asunder*"*.**Matt* xix* 6* 

Vol* h E 



Whosoel^er be he of you thcUforsaketk not all that he kutit^ 
he cannot be my disciple. ...Luke xlv. 33. 

^ Marvel not that I said unto thee. Ye must be Isonv tgsdn," 
aaith Christ..- Jdiin iii* 7* The blessed effects of tkas spiritml hath 
witl be evident ki the life. Earthly objects will be forsaken: h«a- 
venly ones prized. Jesus win be chosen as our bejoved master Mid 
only hope. He being esteemed our treasure^ our hearts will be with 
him, our affections towards him; and it will be our chiefest dolight 
to hear his voice, and to follow him in the reg^eneration. Coming 
to' Christ, is turning our backs upon the ^^ lust of the flesh, the lust 
of tht eye, and the pride of life." By the flEuth of Jesus we r^Mnounca 
and f()irsake all these things as our curse and shame.- The clearer 
views we have of Christ's glory, and the stronger our &ith is in 
him, so much the more we become dead to all things beside him* 
Ttos His. liiamfest who are the disciples of JestM. Their master so 
^Micheth them. We have need to pray daily ^ Sun qf righteousness, 
ehmt brighter on our minds! Lord, increase our faith! For the 
fleshy with its affections and lusts, still aUde with us; and as the 
life .of Jesus incteaseth through &ith in the heart, so shidl we more 
and more groan imder whatever is contrary thereto. The victory is 
dbtained only through £sdth. In its nature very idmple, but in it* 
fruits and effects most comprehensive. Fpr hereby we enjoy more 
hofi^^nness and comfort in Chrifit) than all that this present wopld oan 
give us. Ye sons of earth, ye disdain us; we pity you* . As ye are 
now, so once were we. We enjoyed your carnal gratiftcations, and 
feasted on your vain delights too, too Icing. We confess it, and 
grieve for it. Now we have found Jesus. We have another and a 
better life^ In divine pleasuries, spiritual joys from Christ, and 
^Weet communion with him, we anticipate -future glory* We enjoy 
a heaven of comfort in a world of sor-row. Therefore, in forsaking 
all, we gain all. In following Jesus, thou^ painful and grievous 
to the flesh, yet it is ccmsolation and joy to the lifo of eur souls* 

Experience will ever prove, that he who walks most by faiths will 
be the most comfortable disoiple. He who Mves neavest Christ in 
fidth, will follow him cfosest in love^ and eoQsequMitly kee^ at tlie 
greatest distance from the world's vain pleasure and Uie carnal 
delights of the flesh. *< If ye live after the flesh, ye shall dies but 
if yej through the spirit, do mortify the deeds^ ef the bedy, ye shall 
live."..»Riomk ^i. IS* 

• ... . . . , • 

Aii^aken. souls tbat di;eam of heav'n, F«ii^ mNM eh«y tl^sif Faikerli ntiUf 

And ivake their empty boa^t A* w^I a» tfi|3t his mc^s 

Of ihwahl joys and iilhs forgivM A pard'hing Ood is iealo^ still 

While «hsy 9» slaves e€ lust ! F^jt his own hdltiicsi. 



JANUARY 26. 39 

himseif a ransom for all. to be testified in due 



time. ...I Tim. H. 6. 



^osPEi: as quite sufficient to answer eveiy objection, and 
to ailemie every cavil agaia^ salvation by Christ. This sacred orac]^ 
^e are to cossuk day after day. Do we ask, Why are any sinners 
waTed? It mmires us God hath loved them ; this is the cause* If 
-we enquire holr God doth save them? It tells us, It is in away of 
Btfiot justicet oonsistetit with the honor of God's law, the perfec- 
ikik 4ci his nghiteouMiess, holiness, and truth. Therefore redemp- 
tion is^ by fltipuialied price, the blood of the covenant, the predous 
blood of Christ as a Lamb without spot. Do we seek^ to know who 
are the FedteifMod of the LcMrd? Jestis assures us ^ he gave his li&a 
raaBomfbr many/'«..«Mfctt. kx. 28....even Sot ju^l whom the Faithor 
hath given himk 

:. The 'word of God mentions no one in particular; but sets &>rth 
salvation in general and extensive tenns.k..it is exactly suited to the 
-most Vile «id aoeursed state of 9inners....it is perfectly sufficient to 
refiefc the Inind, encourage hope, forbid despair, under a sense of 
the most complicated sins and accumulated guilt of lost, wretched, 
and undooie souls; for the nuisom of Jesus is sufficient is all-suffi- 
cient. The price he paid for our redemption is fully equivalent to 
aiitkff for all out transgressions, and to answer every demand of 
latr iad jiistioe. To this very end Christ gave himself! So is he 
teslafied of in the gospel of graoe. This essential and important 
/thquiry. Have I redemption in the blood of Christ, even the for- 
^Ve&eaa of my sias ? is also explicitly answeredf....or ^^ he that be- 
lieveth, shiU be saved"....^^ he ^s justified from all things." Thijv 
.the Hbly GhoM testifies in the word. Where this is received and 
.believed in the bearti the same Spirit also bears witness to it with 
our spirits. And the £uth of God's elect is evidenced, by bringing 
"forth the fruit» of the ^rit. 

There is a time> a due time, when Christ shall be thus testi&edof 
to the souls of aU God's chosen. The ransom-price being paid, he 
wiH idt the captiiies frect and '' say to the prisoners, go forth ; to 
them that -are in-daitoess^ shew yourselves. They shall feed in the 
'Wiiys («f light and truth) ; and thoir pastures shall be in all high 
places ("even the mountakis -of ccmaolation and the hills of joy). 
They ah^ not hunger nor thirst (afiter any other hope but Jesus): 
neither shall the heat, nor the sun smite them ; (trials and affiictlons ^ 
shall profit them) ; he that hath mercy upon them shall lead them : 
(lltey^lJl nM tie teft'to widkinthekr ow!nt;rtM)ked wa^^ but'^by the 
springs of ne&ter (of refreftlunent and h6Un«ss) shall he guide 
them.'^..Jsa. xIik. 9^ 10. 



4a JANUARY 27. 

AndJesussaid unto theniy xvhen ye pray, say. Our Father, 
. zvhich art in heaven^ Xc....Luke xi. 2. 

Faith in the heart excites prayer from the lips. So the faith 
of God's elect manifests itself- It cometh from the Lord the Spirit. 
By it the soul is led to Jesus the mediator ; and by him to God the 
Father. So each person in the Godhead is known, worshipped, and 
glorified by believing soul^. While we see and feel nothing of our 
misery and wants, no marvel - prayer is an irksonie task. From a 
sight of ourselves, and the knowledge of Jesus, we come to him 
dsdly with simplicity of heart. Master, teach us to pray ! It is the 
highest honor, the sweetest privilege, the most blessed exercise of 
the soul to draw nigh to God. What greater on earth than to come 
to the throne of the King of kings ? And that fear and shame may 
not beset and keep us back, knowing our vile nature and sinful 
practice, hear our Lord and Saviour's encouraging direction, " When 
ye pray, say. Our Father." &c. 

And can it be, that I, a child of wrath by nature, a son of perdt- 
tion by sin, a vassal and slave of Satan by practice, and accursed by 
the holy law ; can it be that God will own me, hear me, and bless me 
' as his child ? Yes ; grace triumphs over nature's deserts ; love glories 
over creature's demerits. The lips of truth have said it, and who 
shall dare reverse it? By the sword of the Spirit slay the imbelief 
of thy heart. What Jesus hath taught his disciples to call God, that 
he is to them. As Jesus is the Saviour of all men, but especially ' 
of them that believe, so God is the Universal Parent of all; but in 
an especial manner, the Father of all the dear members of his 
beloved Son. A Father by covenant love, by election of grace....by 
precious promise....by strict justice. A Father in holiness and truth, 
because of the suretyship of Jesus....the righteousness of Jesus.... 
the atonement of Jesus... .the holiness of Jesus. And the weakest, 
feeblest member in the faith of Christ, possesseth Jesus, with all 
his blessings, as man and mediator. Hence God is their Father : 
He loveth them with complacency and delight. The paternal affeo- 
tions of his heart yearn over them. Children's hearts should con- 
tinually be drawn out to their Father in holy affection, fervent 
desires, and humble confidence. Nothing doubting, but gathering 
all confidence of hope, as being taught by Jesus, " In whom we 
have boldness and access with confidence by the &ith of him.''.^. 
£ph. iii. 12. 

Lord, I address thy heav'nly throne; There shed thy choicest loves abroad. 

Call me a child of thine; And make my comforts strong; 

Send down the Spirit of thy Son Then shall I say, My Father, God,' 

To form my sool divine. With un nnwav'ring tongue. 



JANUARY 28. 4i 

Ye^have need -of patience ; that qfter ye have done the will 
ofGody ye might receive the promise.... Heb. x. 36, 

A<E the christian's exercises greats and his patience small? 
•Yet can he ever be at a loss to know by whom this grace is increased I 
Verily the Lord he serveth is " the God of patience."...«RQm. xv. 5. 
Hath he need of patience? Hear the Comforter's declaration, by 
St. Paul: '^My God shall supply all your need, according to his 
riches in glory." Mind, disciple, this is covenant mercy; there- 
fore, with every other grace it comes through a Mediator: hence 
it is added, « by Jesus Christ."....Phil. iv. 19. « We do the will of 
God when we believe on the name of his Son Jesus, and love one 
another.".... 1 John iii. 33. <^ And all the promises are in Christ 
Jesus, yea and amen," sure and certain to every believing soul. ^^ By 
faith we have the earnest of eternal life." ^^ Having received the 
first fruits, the harvest shall ft^low in due season." But there are 
many conflicts to be engaged in, a great sight of afflictions to be 
endured on earth, be£bre we shall be crowned in glory ; therefore, 
pfttience is necessary. Patience must have its perfect work. By 
fsuKth we staiid....by patience we endure. Believing, we look forward 
in hope ; this brings patience in sufferings. 

But Satan has a very poignant dart, which he dared to cast at Jesus ; 
no marvel that he shoots it against us also....'^ If thou be the Son of 
God,*' why doth thy loving Father suffer such distress and affliction 
to fail on thee? Faith can answer. All is my Father's will: All is 
from his love....all shall be to his glory ; and all shall be for the good 
and profit of my soul. I cannot doubt his love....l dare not murmur 
against his (fispensations....! desire patience under all....I will not cast 
away my confidence....time is short....sufrerings are but for a mo- 
Tnent....etemity is near....afflictions are not worthy to be compared 
vith the glory that shall be revealed in us. " Through Jesus, we 
have access by fiedth into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glwy of God."...." We glory in tribulation, knowing 
that tribulation worketh patience."....Rom vi. 2, 3. « Yet a little 
-while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. Npw 
the just shall live by fiEdth."....Heb. x. 37, 38. Christ accomplisheth 
the most glorious things in us by degrees. Patience must endure 
the whole military exercise. It is as necessary as faith to the en< 
jo^ment of the promised inheritance. " Through faith and patience 
we shall inherit the promises. "••••Heb. vi^ 12. 

'Tift^rod that lifts our comforts high, If smiling mercy crown our lives. 
Or sinks them to the grave ; ^ Its praises shall be spread; 

He giyes^ and (blessed be his name) And we'll adore tke justice too 
He takes bat what he gave. That strikes our comforts dead^ 



va JANUARY 2f. 

He ihul belkveth on hifnyU notix>ndemned...JiAnvku Bv ' 

t)osT thou believe on the Son of God? is the lAokt important 
question in the wot'ld* Faith in Jesns it the ^ <m& thit^ neddfuU'' 
Without this the day of life i^ a state of sin axid cond^nmatkilfc 
The night ofjdieath^ AUl of terror; and the day of judgtnehty moit 
dreadful* It cannot be otherwise* As \f e are aU malefactorif 9 UndM* 
the sentence of the law» the thoughts of execution iftust be tnMt 
•alarfiiing. But ^ what the eye doth not see, the heart doth not rae*' 
Sin naturally bHnds men's eyes, hardens their hearts; and ^atn aelS- 
righteous hc^s deceive their souls into an insensibility of theilr 
undcme state* 

What a special tnercy to know one's self! what distingui^hiiii^ 
grace tb'know Jesus! what peculiar &vor to know otie is delivered 
f rom ccMidemnation by hitn ! This is the joyful privilege of evei^ 
bdiever* Thotlg^ the law condemns hitn as a transgressor^ yet GcnI 
doth^iot impute sin^ but itnputeth righteousness untx) hiiftl t a rights 
ousnesB which is equivalent to' every demand of the law; even Ike 
perfect righteousness of the erer-biesaed man and mediator Jesu% 
our brotheri our surety ih the fieslu Therefore we are not oook 
demned* 

^oi cannot ooftdenUi us^ it is all atoned for by the blood of Jesus. 
Tbelfiwcanaot condem&Jis; that is satisfied; yea tnore, itisma^^ 
nified ttnd made honorable by tl»e obedience of the God-^nan JeauSi 
moit 84 than it could hav«e been by idl the obedience of a worid^if 
ianocent sfioUess &ailitS| or of the whole cbmpiaiy of the heaveoly 
liost of amgehi aild archangeLii The jnstice of .Gkid caimot coor 
demn %A^ for what charge can the strictest justice brmg against 
a righMHisi pibrsoll^ God's fidthfuhtess and truth cannot ooadeno^ 
they are engaged in the behalf of the righteous* ^ God is faithfol 
and. just to'forgive utt;*' jandhis love and mercy embrafce such oa. 
every etdti fof the righfeoua Lord loveth rightedusness* 

JLo^-r^husis the manbleased that believ^th in Jesus? Righteoos ift 
Christ, thrmigh ^h; yetnbtMth, btitJetesis his rightedusneiDk. 
Byfuthhc ever gloriea in lenui as hn^all in all* He that abides 
in leftOB^ eDJo9r9.*«*whai? p^rfott fiieedom. firom the bdiig of mAl 
No. But this hkttiedneas, perfect freedom from all condfimnatHMi. 
■forshu Hebrkngs forth fruit to^the glory of God; heis«»hdrtf 
^< the tf^ierttattce among them who are aanctified by the Uth whtdb 
is in Jesus."««.t Acts xkri* 18» 

What thttulitat spsken itf the w«fd» Who 'shall cendamif Paitkboldi^teti^V 

Apply unf4>iny tMisc:i«»it«« iMft i I have a friend hcyemi tlufe skicsi . 

That fMth ^tafty 4icli<6 iMkttl; the ftsuftd, If MsMy'Sia, aad itnir b«wt» l; 

Andl«f*, aa4^^ iiMlt»«aceiihO«ad. My Sursiy dMh-ftMa^Uacqait. JML 



JANUARY SO. 43 

Tki^xdckedfiee token no ttum jmrsneth; but the righteous 
are bold4is a lion..:.Prov. xxviii. 1. 

WATCMTVh and BOLD, is the christian's xnotto. Wmtchful, to 
avaidsin; hcMy to vesist the enemies of his soul. For he is oniB^agtd 
jA^a-ri^tcous cause, animated by righteous hopes, made rightooui 
hf^ right«ou» Lord; from whom he derives all his strength and 
courage. ^ In Jehovah (Jesus) have I righteousness and strength*'* 
•i^.'Isa. xlv« 24. This is the glorying of his soul. Not his own- 
inherenl strength, nor his own personal righteousness, are the cause 
of his fortitude ; Imt the arm of Jehovah is his shield, and the perfect 
righteousness of Jesus is his breast-plate of defence against every 
enemy* Being cleansed from g^ilt by the blood of Jesus, and 
akithed with his -righteousness, by faith the soul experiences a 
holy boldness at*a throne of grace..««a]^als against the fury of 
tlM ^eiiemy and oppressor«...aBd finds supplies of strength in every 
time of need* This is the life of faith. So believers grow strong, 
(not in conceit of what they are in themselvQs, but) ^^ strong in the 
gpaea which is in Christ JeBus*.*.strong in the Lord> and in the- 
power -of his mights" 

Thus ri^teousness inspires with courage and boldness. Such is 
tha coo^MPt of feithibl souls. All the glory is due to Jesus, from 
w^iOBi the Spflpit of love, power, and of a sdund mind, is given 
unto his righteous children* The action of Joseph of Arimathea, is 
recorded wkh an emphasis upon his courage: ^He went in boldly 
to Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus.".«**Mark xv. 43. Here- 
was boldness in the midst of danger....an act of faith, m the fece of 
fbes.**.a token of love, without fear or shame of the greatest ene- 
ai^s to Jesusi But ^ he was waiting for the kingdom of God." 
* '^ The boldntess of Peter and John astonished the Jewish sanhe- 
drim> who tjaok knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus*'* 
•*».Acts iv. 13* Have we been with Jesus, in the faith of oiir souls?' 
Atf^ we .waking ^fior the coming of his kingdom ? Shall wa thea be 
afinddof the^wormsof the earth ? ashamed oi our Master, his cross,' 
«r luk waya I Fc»bid it, Lord i inspire our souls with boldness, that^ 
with David -we may triumph : The Lord is my light and my s^^va-* 
ihom^ WlMimr'shaH J fearf the Lord is the strength of my life, of 
whom shall I be afraid i Though an host shall encamp against me,- 
mine heart shall not fear ; though war should rise against me^ in 
this will I be co;ifi4ent."...«Ps?dq)L xxvii. 1, 3. 

l» bm^ jari^S^ ^^X ^ - '^^^^ msJcei me bold befors Uis thr«09» 

Xhi^ he ^rbid my -feair ? Ye^ bo]4 my foes to fact ; 

mrhst foes shall pat my soal to tight ? I flee to Chrtst....Lord, make me'staiid, 
His righteoasaess I wear. By thine sbaighty grace. M. 



44 JANUARY 51. 

Chrisfs house are zve, if we hold fast the confidefu^y arid 
the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end....Heb. iii. 6. 

The tabernacle^ with its furniture«.»«the ark of the covenant*.*. 
the institution of sacrifices, &c. were appointed by Jehovah) to shew 
the nature of his house..«.to typify God's dwelling in the human 
nature of Jesus««.«his sacrifice for and special presence with the 
household of faith. David asks, '^ Lord, who shall dwell with thee?" 
.••.Psalm XV. 1. The answer is, Only those whose hearts are fur- 
nished with the graces of Jesus, and whose lives evidence it. 
. It bespeaks a person's propriety of and delight of residence in a 
house, when he adorns and furnishes it. This Jesus doth by the 
hearts of all his members. He is our brother in flesh. He comr 
plies with his own command, When thou lettest a servant go freei 
<^ thou shalt furnish him liberally. "....Deut. xv. 14. Out of the full- 
ness of Jesus, most liberally, his members receive grace for grace* 
Hence they have the confidence of fiiith, the rejoicing of hope. 

But why doth the apostle put an if here? Is it to weaken our 
confidence and damp our joys, as though Jesus was not fiuthful to 
US'? or that our own efforts could make salvation more secure than 
his blood and righteousness have? Is it to keep us always in a state 
of diffidence and uncertainty? Far from it; this would counteract 
the grace of Jesus, weaken faith and hope in him, and strengthen 
the pride and vsdn glory of us sinners, as though Jesus was the foun- 
dation, but our own arm, our own faithfulness was to raise the 
superstructure, and bring forth the head-stone of salvation with 
shoutings, not of grace, grace to him ; but glory, glory to us. Moat 
detectable thought! 

We are assured that all those whose names are written in the 
Lamb's book of life, shall enter into his glory....Rev. xxi. 27. 
There are no Ife, no doubt of this. But who is of that happy num- 
ber? This we can only know by tlie Spirit given unto us, whereby 
we cleave unto Jesus, in heart, and affection as our only hope; 
renounce both the righteousness and sinfulness of the flesh, and 
continue to hold fast and persevere in. the faith of the gospel; " and 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called. "....£ph. iv. U 
« Wherefore, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure; for if ye do these things, ye shall never fell. '■'••«• 
2 Pet. i. 10. 

Hold fast your trust, retain your hope. All of thy house shall persevere. 
In spite of Satan and of sin ; They of thy fulness shall partake ; 

Thus honor Christ your Saviour's word, Thy word is try'd, thy promise sure, 
Till ^00 his glofious kin^om win. Thou, Lprd, thine own wilt ne'er. 

forsake. M. 



FtlBRUART 1. 45 

JStmct^the Latd of hosts himself ^ andiet him be your f ear y 
• Mdbft himbeifouf dfead...Jsa. Viii. 13. 

In consequence of a blessed union between Jesus and his belier- 
ifig; inelAbers, the word discovers the sweet concord and delight 
th&t ttiutually subsists in the heart to each other. Thus of old it 
is d^&red) ^'The Lord's portion is his people. "••••Deut. xxxii. 9. 
And the church claims Jesus under the same appellation : ^^ The Lord 
is my portion, saith my soul."....Lam. iii. 24 ^ Ye shall be to me a 
lioly natioti."....£xod. xix. 6. <' I will dwell in them, and walk in 
theni/' s&ith our g^racious Immanuel. Therefore, such highly 
ftvored iibuls &re called to the most special and peculiar sendee on 
eaHh ei^ they tittain the perfect enjoyment of Jesus in glory. What 
"more (exalted pitch of honor, than for creatures of a day to sanctify 
the Lord 6f the heavenly hosts, the Lord of the armies of the wholb 
ffattht 

Is J6siis the L6rd thy God ? worship thou him ; give him thd 
gloff dut unto his name. The heart is his temple; there sanctify 
Ihy Lord. Separate evety idol of self-righteousness, every vain 
.pfeteAsion, every boasted plea for mercy, but what is in Jesus, and 
flows through him. Spurn from thee all things else as detestable^ 
that would rivjd Jesus, detract from his glory, or cast a veil over 
his finished salvation, by the life of his obedience, and the blood of 
tids kttinement. 

** Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice,"....Phil. iv. 4 
;«..but rejoice with trembling ; for the Lord our God is a holy God* 
Fear his frown, dreSid his displeasure, stand in awe of his majesty 
daily. The righteousness, the peace, the joy of the soul is from 

him ; therefore thy heart should be ever towards him thy eye 

looking up to hini«...thy affections placed upon him....thy hands 
labouring to work those things which are well-pleasing in his sight 
••••and thy feet running the way of his commandments with delight* 
But, who is sufficient for these things ? From daily experience we 
&t6 c(Histrained to confess, '^ when I would do good, evil is present 
.titth me*** This is humbling, but not discouraging. Thy Mastel* 
knows thy compiound statc^the desire to good is from him....the 
evil fixrai thyself. Inspired Paul is upon a level with" the weakest 
believer, alike naturally prone to evil, destitute of inherent power; 
but yet saith he, " I can do all things through Christ, who strenglh- 
eneth me«'^^..Phil« iv« 13. This is the daily exercise of faith, to 
oppose Christ^s righteousness to the feeling of sin : the sanctifica- 
tldn of the Spirit to every lust: the strength of Jehovah to the 
W<£dknesS' df- nature. For this is the h6pe, the joy, the triumph of 
every believer, <' In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, 
and shall glory."..«.Isa* xlv. 35. 

Vol. L F 



46. FEBRUARY S. 

■ 

jpiearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgripuy 
abstain from, fleshly lusts, which war agait^the sauL... 
lPet.il 11. 

The soul of every disciple of Jesus is most dearly beloved by 
tbe lu>ly Trinity. It is a precious jewel in the eyes of the loving 
Father, the redeeming Son, and the sanctifying Spirit; who all 
unite to make it happy* But it hath a world of enemies* Yea, it is 
at present in the closest and nearest relation. to one of its greatest 
foes, the -flesh; the lust and desires. of which are at coQtinual war 
against the peace, comfort, and welfare of the soyl. , The]:efbre, O 
christian, thy best friend sounds an alarm of love, gives thee a 
dehortation of kindness : '< Abstain from fleshly lusts*" He knows 
wh^ great hurt compliance with and indulgence in them will do. 
thee 4 thou wilt surely smart and be sorely grieved for it* Destroy, 
thee, they shall not; but distress thee, like the prevailing^ of 9^ 
bitter enemy, they wilk Consider, beloved christians) we are 
strangers and pilgrims, sojourning and passing through k strangle 
land and foreign country ; our clothing is, Christ and his righteous* 
ness ; our food, Christ and his fulness ; our staff, Christ and hi^ 
promises; our rule, the word of Christ; our guide, the Spirit of 
Christ; ^e place whither we are bound, is heaven, a better country^ 
our father's house, the inheritance of our friends and brethren* 

Settle this in your minds* Meditate daily on your calling, youP 
hope, y^ur heaven, where your treasure is* Where should your 
affections and flight be? Not on earth, this is not your rest, it is 
polluted ; not in the flesh, this is to be denied, its motions abstained 
£rom, its lusts and affections crucified daily* Know the flesh as 
thine enemy, treat it as such, ke^ it under ; in it ^^ dwells no good 
thing' '•***its lustings and -desires cannot but be evil continiially**** 
they will never cease to opx>ose the spirit, the life and liberty of thy 
soul ; they are ever at wai^ against the peace, consolation, and joy, 
.which is in Christ Jesus* Daily victory is joyful triumph* There- 
fore ever consider the Jieed of following this advice : " Put on the 
.whole armour of God.'*..**Eph. vi. 1 L Feeling foes within, and 
being at war against them, is a sure evidence of a g^d soldier of 
Jesus Christ* " Fight the good fight of faith*" 

^his life's a dream, an empty show ; And flesh and sin no more controul 
"But the bright world lo which I go, The sacred pleasures of the soul. 
-Hath joys sabstantial and sincere : ^^ fl^gj, ,,,^ ,,„„i^^ j^ ^y^^ ^^„j 

When shall I wake and find me there? Tifl the last trumpet's joyful sound* 

glorious hour ! O blest abode ! Then burst the chains, with sweet sur- 

1 shall be near and like my God, And in my Saviour's ;ma^ ri^e. [prli^. 



FEBRUARY ^ 4f 

Who can itndersiand his errors f Cleanse thou me from wiy 
secret faults. Keep back thy servant also from presump- 

. tuous sins ; let them not have dominion over me. . . . Psalm 
xix. 12, 13. 

■ " As faith gives a holy boldness at the throne of grace, bo the 
regenerate' soul is open and ingenuous in confession of sin. When 
^n is dethroned in th^ heart, its errors are its concerns ; the most 
secret &d[ts bowit in humility before the Lamb. To his precious 
blood the believer Lhas recourse for cleansing ; he has daily need of it. 
He cdSGOietAmderstand all his errors. Many secret &ults cleave unt« 
Jiim* He is sensiUe that even these must be washed away , lest they 
defile his conscience^ and spread a doud over his mind. It b the 
peculiar wisdom of ^sdples, not only to observe the bud, Uossohn 
iuidlfrait of sin, but also to consider the evil root, the polluted 
nature from which it springs. Here is the exercise of watchfulness^ 
This calls for their daily prayer to be kept by the power of God» 

Happy souls! who, under a sense of peace through the blood of 
Jesus, are daily praying to be kept by the grace of the Spirit. Such 
truly know themselves....see their danger of &lluigv...will not, dare 
not palliate or lessen the odious nature and hate^ deformity of their 
sin. They will not give a softer name to sin than, it deserves, lest 
they depreciate the infinite value of that precious blood which Jesu^ 
shed to atone its guilt. Ear will they he from flattering themselves 
into a deceitful notion that they are perfect, and have no sin in them. 
The Spiiit of truth delivers them from such errors....he teacheth 
them as poor sinners to look to the Saviour, and to beseech him to 
keep back the headstrong passions, the unruly lusts, and evil con<; 
cupiscences which dwell in .their sinful natures. Alaal the most 
exalted saint, the most established believer, if left to himself, how 
soon might the blackest crimes, the most presumptuous sins, get 
the dominion over him? David had woful experience of this for a 
season. He prays from a heartfelt sense of past misery, and the 
; dread of future danger. And he found the blessing of that covenant-* 
promise : O believer, may it be the exercise of thy faith daily to live 
upon it, daily to plead it before thy Saviour! " Sin shall not.haycj 
dominion over you; for ye are not under the law, but under grace." 
••••Rpm* vi. 14^ Why shall not sin lord it over the conscience of a^ 
believer? Truly, because the grace of Jesua reigns for him, and 
within him. For he saith, ^ I will put my fear in their hearts, that 
they shall not depart from ME."....Jer. xxxii. 40* 

OwkoeikA «rcr find Warn me of cv'ry tin» 

The errors <»f his ways ? Forgive my secret faults, 

Tet with a bold presumptuous mind And cleanse this guilty soul of mine^ * 

I would not dare transgress. Whose grimes exceed my thoughts.. 



« FEBRUARY 4. 

Jf. jfe love me, keep my commandmenU. AndlwiU pre^ 
the Father, and be shall give you another conifBirtcr, 
that he may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of 
truth...Johnx\y. 15, Sfc. . . . .. 

He would be a traitor and a rebel who should daj*e tft tet up hit > 
standard in England, and demand allegiance from the king's oufaK 
jectSi and require obedience to his commands, who had not 'right to 
the crown. So Jesus, if he is not King oi kinqs avp. luOMm ow 
jLORns.*.«the King of saint8...«the living and true Go4; hut fSadyiL 
mere man, a Prophet mighty .in word and in deedy a ymtf gp%A 
man^ who taught the beat morals, and feet us a good es^amptei, ■ 
as some proud, vain, ignorant creatures pretend; verily, if tfais 
were all, we, christians, eould see no goodness in hisi* But b^ 
would be a bold usurper against the one eternal Jehovah, stnting - 
to alienate the affections of the heart, and the obedience of tfeis Ufc : 

• 

from God, whom ye are commanded to love and serve ooljL* : 
Therefore, >^ If ye love me, keep mt commandments,'' saith Jfek^vah . 
the mighty God, by the wonderful man Christ Jesus* IXseipki^ 
know his voice, in love, he hath done all things for their salratioK . 
From love, he requires all of them in duty* Obedience MdtbMitiOflrs 
is slavery : Love without obedience is dissimulation* In keepinghis 
commandments there is great reward, enjoyed in present p^use» 
expected in future hope ; both are the fruits of free grace and umnev 
rited love, and secured by precious promises* 

While others might hear of Jesus, and talk of the- miracles Jesna 
wrought in the days of his flesh ; yet those disciples only^ who wert 
obedient to his call and followed him, s|iw his glory, and enjoyed 
the comforts of his presence* So the closer disciples walk with Jesua 
in love and. obedience, they enjoy more of the comf<^rt& of fiutlu 
And besides the gift of faith, as an evidence^ they shaH ]*ec^ive t^ 
comforting witness of their being the children of God, eveo fr^if^ 
the Spiiit of truth ; another comforter, who shall abide with theisi r 
for ever, as a seal, earnest, and pledge of their future gloiy* Sq 
Jesus pray8....so the Father bestows«...so the Spirit a|qplies aoid fiomr 
forts* Glory be to the ever-blessed three^ who thus agree iQ pirsi 
and bear witness on earth of salvation, to^the comfort and jojy pf pofoiff ~ 
sinners* Love to Jesus is the spring of obedience*. Keeping hjjk ^ 
commandments, is the way ih which, though not for which ^ 
Spirit comforts our hearts. <' What God hath joined togetheib Ifdt . 
no man put asunder*''*.**Matt* xix* 6* 

The God of mercy be ador*d. To praiee the Father and the SoA» 

Who calls our souls from death» And Spirit (all divine) -^ 

Who saves by his redeeming word The one in three, and three i^oaf^ 

And new-creating breath. Let saints and angels, jpin*. 



JFEBRUARY SU 49 

TiifkyOyf iack^iding children / for lam married to you^ 
saith the lMrd...Jer. iii, 14. 

. W^vi^ a child departs from an indulgent father^ or a wife fbr- 
9ak«8 an affectionate husband, they, in effect, say, they have other 
objects with whom they are more delighted, and from whom they 
expect greater happiness. O backsliding soul ! is such thy conduct 
towards the best of Fathers, the most affectionate bridegroom? Thjf 
preacint fHtictiee loudly speaks tlus language, < I have other loversi, 
and after them I will gou' Monstrous ingratitude ! a child of special 
graces and yist fly from thy most loving Father! a spouse of the 
IXfeoit affectionate bridegroom, and yet he unchaste to thy rightful 
liusbandl Shocking carriage! Yet, O soul, hear and wonder> hear 
utA iDif^f. loTe and be ashamed, be ashamed and return ; for, mar« 
velbnis grace ! though thou hast broken thy marriage contract, for^ 
felted the privileges of children, yet the relation continues. *^ I am 
married to you," (children^ stiH, notwithstanding all their unkind 
cirriage)v '^saith the X4rd;" Aauowig love! instead of *■ I will 
puNoe with vengeance, overtake with destructioB,' it is,^ ^ I intrea^ 
with k)Vio> expostulate with kindness, invite witk afiectioiu' 

Whotite thy presetitt lovers? reosember, the rivals of thy Lord 
are thy* greieitest lbes> and teek thy present misery and eternal de* 
stifuttionj ^Dost thou '^ live after the flesh?" have Satan's wiles and 
the ^ares of the world prevailed over thee? the worlds the flesh« 
and thede^l! Poor soul! canst thou be happy in their friendship 
and etnbracjsft ? O no ! thou art got into bad, yea the worst company* 
Owhat leanness of soul is brought upon thee? Thy love to Jesus is 
grown cold; thy ftuth in hisa weak ; zeal for him and his truth have 
forsaken thee; the way of sin and foUy pleaseth thee; sweet inter* 
course in private prayer; commimion with thy God in public- ordhi 
nances, ia gone; thou neglectest thy duty; art grown a|by of th)F 
Fisther and his children. But still thy hxh&v calls, tiiy hujiband 
wooes thee again and^ again to turn, to return* Love, the bond of 
relation, never altera on God's part> notwithstanding base, back* 
sliding, and monstrous ingratitude on= thine* Special graces makes 
love-calls effectual; Such shall one day call to mind '^ the love of 
tkoip espousals ;" be ashamed and: confounded for all they have; done^ 
and take up this language^ ^Icomis unto thee, for thou art my 
Fadiev. i vdli ga and vetum unto my first hu^l>and> foe tten.it wao 
better with me than now."....Hos. ii. 7. 

Better \ yea, best of all those tianeg^ Thy Father stands withi open arms; 

When I to Jesus cleav'd : Thy bridegroom calls ialpve, 

Return unto tihy rest, my soul* ** Return, thou wand'ring spyl, to um^ 

No longer be deceiy *d. " 4aid:n>y, affecjtspnfrpifove." M. 



TO FEBRUARY 6. 

Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision onhf^ at 
upon the uncircumcision also?. ...Rom. iv. 9, 

*^ Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy tad tsui^ 
deceit, after the traditions of men, after the rudiments of the worldt 
and not after Christ/'..*.Col* ii. 8* Why this caution frora the Toict 
of inspiration? Our daily danger makes it expedient, '^lest vAf 
man beguile you of your reward. Beware of men* Call no matt 
Rabbi," saith thy Lord, lest any man judge against yourprivilegesi 
impair your comforts, or distress your mind. 

Here is every blessing to make poor sinners happy. Righteoosr 
tiess imputed without works ; iniquities forgiven, and sjps cofvered; 
sin not imputed. This trinity of blessings flow from the unity of 
free grace. Such blessedness cometh, ft'ee as the air, unmerited 
as the light, comforting as the sun : possessed by the unworthy^ 
enjoyed by the ill-deserving, sure to all the redeemed, the inestimably 
rich privileges of every believer |n Jesus. 

Here the wise God and vain man differ in judgment. Liegal heart< 
are ever thinking of obtaining a righteousness by works, and pardoi^ 
upon conditions: but God imputes a righteousness without woiics^ 
even the best robe- None but untoward children find fault with the 
father's gifts ; none but proud children object to the father's eloth^ 
ing. For thy righteousness, even if perfect, O soul, is at best but 
the righteousness of a creature; but Jesus' righteousness is this 
righteousness of the God-man; infinite in value like his precious 
blood, by which our sins are atoned. They are not imputed to "us^ 
because iaid upon Jesus. God pardons them in justice to him* 
Christ hath performed every condition for us. Faith takes its ^ewSf 
and forms its judgments from revealed truths. So it evidences its 
divine original. Thus it gives all glory to God ; while the sense of 
pardon is applied to the soul by the Spirit, who comforts the soul in 
truth. And thus a living, vital union is p>reserved between J^us 
and his members through faith. From a joyful sense of pardon, kwe - 
is increased, holiness incited, man is humbled, Jesus exalted, free 
grace gloried in, hope- encouraged, slavish fears ejected, and the 
heavenly inheritance longed for as a free gift by Jesus. Thua all is 
of God, all is of grace, all cometh fteely. Even eternal life is thb 
free gift of God by Jesus Christ, who saith, " Fear not, little flacky 
it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.".*..Luke 
xii. 32. 

Artd doth the Lord impute no sin? Reject the legal prate of those ' •' 

Art thou thus blessed. O my soul \ Who make God debtor to their termSy 

Spurn unbelief, and Satan's wiles, Who strip free grace of its jufit doe, : 

• And lee them jiot^thy peace controoL And rob God's glory of its charms. M. 



FEBRUARY 7. 51 

Qod, who commanded the light to shhie out of darkness ^ hath 

shined into our hearts^ to give us the knoivledge qf the 

. glory of God in the person of Jesus Christ. ...2 Cor. iv, 6. 

• This is a glorious confession of feithy worthy to be wrote in 
ll^tters (^ gold, and set with the most precious jewels, and ever to be 
worn as the believer's ornament and glory. For here is the rich 
^splay of sovereign grace, and the glory of almighty power, in 
producing light in the hearts of sinners, who are by nature not only 
in the dark, but even darkness itself. The knowledge of Jesus is 
commanded by the same omnipotent agent, who called forth light 
p the beginning, upon this dark terraqueous globe. Light gladdens 
the whole creation of nature ; and this spiritual light causeth joy ii^ 
the soul; for it gives the knowledge of God's glory. In what 
respect ? that God is glorious in majesty ? O this strikes us .with 
^orror. Glorious in power? That fills us with terror. Glorious in 
^liness? This causes despair. So every attribute and perfection of 
Jehovah would sink sinners into dread, astonishment, and death. 

But here is our relief, ^ It is the knowledge of the glory of God^ 
iQ, the person of the anointed Saviour.' In him, God's glorious 
{avor, eternal love, everlasting counsel of peace, covenant of grace^ 
promises of mercy, scheme of salvation, shine with the most 
xe^kndent lustre. Hence pardon, love, peace, joy, holiness, hope^ 
security, heaven in possession, glory in reversion ; all, all center in 
the person of Jesus. Thus we behold the glory of God. God in 
HIM. This is the only comfortable knowledge, the only reviving 
experience of the christian heart. And here we see how inseparably 
connected God's glory and his people's comforts are. Each leads 
to the other, and both tend to lay sinners low in humility, and sink 
them to nothing before a sovereign, gracious Lord. Could a dark 
phaos contribute any thing to the production of light? Canst thpU|^ 
P worm of the earth, exert any power to cause that glorious lumi- 
nary > the sun, to send forth its reviving beams of light? No, the 
first is by the command of the sovereign agent ; the latter acts by the 
\aws of its wise Creator. So as to spiritual light, saving knowledge, 
it is given to those who sought it not; it is made manifest to them 
irho asked not after it. What then becomes of terms and conditions 
of salvation? O thou once spiritually blind and dead soul, if God 
hath commanded the light and knowledge of Jesus in thine heart, 
all boasting is excluded, all glorying in self is at an end. Surely 
thou wilt say....Thine is the power; to thee, to thee alone, Jehovah, 
be all the glory! 

Kow be the God of Israel bless'd, He makes his great salvation known ; 

Who makes his truth appear ; By Christ he pardons sins ; 

His mighty hand fulfils his word| While sov'reign grace and heav'nl/lbvc 

And all the oaths he sware. In its own glory shines. 



St FEBRUARY S. 

Who being the brightness of his glory ^ and the ei^mrhn^ 
of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his 

■ poiver^ when he had by himself purged our sins) yat dofwn 
on the right hand qf the Majesty on high...Meb. i, .3» 

What St. Paul says of the resurrection of Jesus, ^Con^xfi 
may, with e^ual truth, be applied to his divinity. If Jesus be ndk 
truly and essentially the self-existing God, * all preaching is. rain j^ 
all £eiith is vain ;' all the saints of God must perish in their sitts^ 
But we have not so learned Christ, if so be we have heard him, abd 
know the truth as it is in Jesus. His eternal power and Godh<*AA 
angels adore, devils tremble at, saints rejoice in, and only p6olV 
blinded, proud sinners dare cavil against and deny. • -• .' 

That Jesus is both Lord and God, lies at the foundation of oui^ 
&ith. That he uphold all things by the word of his power, is tht 
joy of our hearts. That, as man, he hath purged our sins, catM^ 
all our hope and comfort. That he is entered into heaven for uiif 
and there pleads our cause, O this is the glory of our souls. ¥(st 
our hope entereth into that within the veil. There Jesus onrlbi^ 
runner is for us entered. On this rock Christ's church is }mifti 
and neither the ^^ powers of earth and sin, nor the gates of faetl ihatf 
prevail against it.** Whein the Spirit brings the soul up to NeMl 
the mount of prospect and prophecy, it has glorious vicMti tt thi 
inheritance; it sp>eaks of it; it fructifies; the grace of fmthy hcipti 
love, peace, and joy, abound in the heart. But, alas I all is baH^ 
as a wilderness ; unfruitful as a desart, while sin in its guilt ttni 
punishitlent is not known and believed to have been pur|^-liiy thc^ 
blood of Jesus. This is the only physic for sin-sick souls, theHMM 
reviving cordial for drooping spirits. The same blood, which Wte 
fdl'-sufficient to purge away sin in the court of heaven, is aho tHU 
aufHcient to cleanse the guilt of it from the conscience. Sweet con^ 
solation for the members of Jesus i Their living head, in his bnmillrf 
form, is at the right hand of the majesty in glory ; the blessetf objenfef 
to whom we are ever to look, through whom every comfort flow^ 
and on whom is our hope in every soul-conftict irith sin and S^itihiihr 
This is the reasoning of faith: '* If when we were enemieU' We'W6i^ 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, Mugh more^ being'^fecM^ 
ciled, we shall be saved by his life. "....Rom. V. 10. '■ "^^^ 

There's none can know the Father right Then let our souls wAart oiA Oodl^ - 

But those who learn it from the Son; That deals his graces as he pleas^t 
i^or can the Son be well receiv'd, Nor gives to mortals an accouatg. 

But where the Father makes himknown. Or of his actionS| or decrees. 



FEBRUARY 9. S9 

Meep ytmneb)esin the bme qf God..:Jutk» ver. 2r. 

» ■ ■ 

Thk love or Gobi like erery other attribute and perGectkA of 
Jehovah, ift everiasting and unchangeaUe; even as the essence of 
God himself. This love is manifested to his people in Christ Jesus | 
he is the object in whom they are viewed and loved by the Father* 
As ^^ Jesus is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever," so is Gkid's 
Ifrrm towards them. Time, with all its concurring ciicumstanceSf' 
Qaa make no alteration or change, increase or diminution herrin* 
9ut as to the sense and enjoyment of this love, the word of truth 
and experience of saints plainly testify of its ebbmg and Sowings . 
Its fervor and abatement in the souL Hence the necessity of those 
tender calls, kind warnings, and loving counsels, addressed to bdiTcrst 
ip, the word of truth; because they are ever to be active as those 
Yho are made alive to God, and have their senses exercised to discern 
between good and evil. . Exhortations exdte to jealousy, and quickeii 
V>; diligence. The enjoyment of the love of God is our heaven 
below; to keep ourselves in the happy sense of it, is our highest 
priTilege, our greatest hairiness. Keep ourselves in the love of 
£ipdi Ye^j How? Use every means which love commands; avoid 
idl things which love forbids. Account not this legal.' Those who 
l^'have only the notion of love in the head, but are strangers to 
U^ constraints of love in the heart. 

,1^ .Wooklst thou ever enjoy love, O Christian ? Be much in meditation 
19P<m it....think dailyj constantly of that unparalleled instance of ity 
pod so. loved the world, as to give his only begotten son Jesus to atone 
ipf sin by his pi^ious blood....to justify sinners by his perfeet rig^te* 
ott^fiess. Bost thou know diis by the gospel ? This is love revealed. 
iPost tliou, believe this in thine heart by the. Spirit? Tlus is love 
Jjpilt and enjoyed. All, all flows from the rich, transcelidantly rich 
love of God in Christ Jesus. O be concerned daily to keep thy soul 
1^ and'UQder a lively sense of this love? and also keep thyself b^ 
tbi^ love finm worldly lusts, carnal indulgences, and sensual gmtifl* 
catioins. These are forbidden fruits ; thy flesh may long for and cqvet 
^nH bmby the love of God, hy his mercies in Christ Jesus, and 
liNT thy ' ioera sake, abstain from them. Know verily, as hurtful 
A^d wilLitnpair the health of thy body; so these things as certainly 
will rob thy soul of its peace....damp the warm sense of God's lovei 
and render thee cool, indifferent, and lifeless, to the love of Godp 
Thus, saith the God of love^ ^^Consider your ways."....Hag. i. 5. 

My God, penntt my tongue For life without thy love 

This joy» -to call thee mlB<e i No relish can afford ; 

And let ray constant cries prevail Ko joy can be c^mpar'd with this. 
To tafte thy love divihe. To serve and please the Lord. 

VoWli G 



The path ef the just is as the Shintng tight', tvkkH ihinSik 
. more and. more unto Iheperfect day....Prov. iv. 18, . 

&f NCE the fkH of .mah> tfiere is i9o dttkev WKy tii^aet^g inKdb hnit 
dr righteous, bUt by the righteousness of €hfe ihan Clirfst jfestis- Jarf 
Noah, righteotrs Lot, ineek Moies, faithful Abi-^att, ^triarchsy 
prophets, and apostles, all were sinnets in theltiddlves, but ** thdf 
righteousness is of ifhe,'' saith Jeho'rdh Jetfu6....IstU Kt. 17. HeMce 
the Lord calls his |)eople righteous. They ate resifly coAstkfited'tfa 
ih his sig^t. Thi^ truth should ever dwell in our tbitids* It is the 
foundation of all delight in God and Tore to hhn« Hence we air^ eonn^ 
ferteid in the way of truth arid holiness. Fot Jestis, who i ^ oilf righte^ 
ausmess, is also our light Ui direct our stepi, aifd our path wherc» 
#e walk* He is the « light of the world, thd light of fife***^ ** I am 
Hie ^ay," saitfe Jesus. St; Paul exhorts, « AA ye hrfe re<$eit6d the 
li^ Jesusi, so walk ye in' him."««..Col. ii. 6. • 
' CHir fdth in Jesus, is fio new-fangled doctrine, but ^l^» ttme K^ 
#as froni the beginmrig. Christians are not left to* the dafkriesfir ^ 
]^c(tUre$ they are riot led by sudden, transient flashes Of li^t; h«tb^ 
Ihie dear, steady shining of tmth updn theif minds. Thelf iv>ialk, hi 
)b the path of truth, is coifsistent and unifoffii* 
^ Like the dawriirlg light of the morning, the ligftt Of tfia^ fii« 
breaks in upon the soul, and gradually increatteth MghHif' tfM 
llrij^hter: so we see more clearly, believe more strongly, torts tii«>re 
fervently, hope inore steadily, obey m6re delight^Uy, and loBjf ifitiiW 
cheerfully for the perfect day. Though at some seidoiig, \rhtii 
Tatwurs and mists of nature's corruption ariist, and thd filg^ df 
afiliction and desertion otettakes the just^ upright soUlj he roAj be kr 
fear, Test he should never hold out and see the perfect dajr. in snch 
aeasonsi he is to6 a|)t to lend his ear to a whisperer, who id eter vttAf 
to dishearten hiin. What with his corrupt heart, Satan's siggest^ 
dons, and men's false doctrine, he is thrust A>re at. He may feiaiv 
lest he should fail and perish for ever; but God*i^ power attd= trirtfc 
Irill support him- 

If the coihfortiAg Spirit h»d not left another irbi< Of ftMl iff^lw 
#hole bible for the persevenamce of the just, this Ofie it iUffintteMr. 
Wisdom hath spbken it; nor men nor devils shaH rikvtMtt it.- EfiBiy 
just^ed soul shall enjoy the perfect day of Jehus' meri^fidli g^lbry vtsU 
aidvation ki his kingdom. Till then, " the righteouft lihatl iKobi «fi M0 
way, 4nd he that- hath dean hfutds shall be stronger and 8Qr4i&gefifc"u* 
Job xvii. 9. ; 

By giuce I see'tKe Ainitkg^ ]path O bleued, joyfal, perflsct day 

Which leads to perfect bliss \ Of endleM ligbt Jind lorvt ! 

Jesusr my Itgl^, my life, my way, Preis ont my sool, nor stay thy Ccfoftt 

Will bring me where he tf. Till thou dost reign above. il« 



PESRUARY II. Sfi 

But Jesus answelred not. a word....Matt. xv. 23. 

WiaAt! not a TKord from the compassionate SaTkdir, who is 

'tQUched with a feeling of- our iniinnities? is he deaf to the criey, 

4mid4iunb to the intreaties of a^distressed^ sorrowful heart ? . No ; love 

ID theiieart has fUways an open ear to .Gomplaiuts, a ready t(»gue 

■to speak comfort) and a Jdnd hand to relieve. But love afflicts^ 1p 

iving. Jiis .children to him) and to make them call upon him: he 

/orfaeajTS to answtf > that they may be the more importunate* God'd 

tddajrs prove foith'9'vigor,xnake love cling closer) prajner jnore ferveat» 

And patience, shine brighter. So the graces .of God's children 

Mei tokWO f<Hrth vAo Jiyely exercise, and are made mmifest th^t 

ibbey .are wrought by God. Perseverfu:tce obtains the blessing ip 

jdue lime. Jesias honors and applauds the grace of his hf^e^ 

jnembecs withy ^ O man, O woman, ^reat is .thy &ith !' 

Christ knew what work he had wrought in this poor humb^ 

^upp^c^nt's heart, whereby she knew Jesus to be Lord fiqid God,-; 

therefore he proved her and tried her, that her faith might ahinp 

(briglii to his glory and hor souPs comfort. As she possessed .the 

taanie ^^thy so she discovers the same resolution of Job, ^^ Thougiti 

he slay me, yet will I trust in him." And, with Jacob, she woul^ 

. iKirrestte> aivl her heart determined, '^ I will not let thee go excepij^ 

Itbou Ulfss me."..MGeu. x%sxu 36. But the silence of Jesus was 

•yery .disheartening. Whep he speaks, it is quite discouraging^ 

Thpi^h.she worshipped him and sighed out, ^^Lord, help me;'* 

yet Jesus seems rather to repulse than comfort her. But true faitli 

iBTerrsiqtks )i;be soul low in humility^ while it clings close to; the ipost 

(high pod. The ^ soul owns itjs hateful vileness and utter unworthi* 

Aeas, and :&Les all its plea upon free*graQe mercy ; all its hopes upo^ 

Jjesus only* Thus Christ en^pties whom he delights to fill. He 

anakes.us to see and confesis ourselves to be dogs, fit only to feed 

under the table, though he loves us as children, ^nd all that he hath 

J^ ours» by £^e gift, precious pro.mise, and rich grace. ~ O thou poor^ 

fearing, doubting soul, who hast long been seeking) waiting, and 

joying lor comfort, in a word or look from Jesus, take courage hence* 

£ver trust in him who saith, ^^I have satiated the weary soul, and I 

have -replenished every sorrowful soul."....Jef..xxxi. .25. 

■' . ' • ' ' 

j||f,»pirit looks to God a)oae s Tnut him, ye t^inu, in all your wayt» 

VLf rojck.aaid refuge is his throne; Pour out your hearts |>efore his facet 

In all my fears, m all my straits, When helpers fail, and foes invade^ 

My soul on his salvation waits. God is our all-sufficient aid. 



§t FEBRUARY 1^. 

And experience worketji hope.... Jbm.,y. 4f. ^y 

We are ever to consider the gospel as a proclamatioii oC grace 
to rebels; a declaration of mercy to. the profligate and abandon^di 
^lad tidings of salvation to lost, desperate, hopeless sinners*... It 
finds thcs soul destitute of any one encouraging symptom: it.biingf 
a|l hope and encouragement with it. When the gospel becomc;/i the 
*^ power of God to salvation" to any sinner, it works a migfatir 
change in his state and practice* In the sweet experience,, prooi^ 
or the trial of this, the soul is comforted. Hope concenung bis 
•tate is confirmed. Experience worketh hope of one's own* iQte]reat 
in Jesus, and salvation by him* It works not by legal tenors and 
dreadfiil horrors, as was Judas; nor by working up the an^mid 
passions to a flash of joy, just as the stony ground hearers were 
affected by the word* But it powerfully enlightena the soul to see 
iStit evil of sin, and the infinite preciousness of the Lord Jesus^ eo as 
4o loath and detest the former, and cleave to and trust alone in the 
latter* 

Hence Jesus becomes the tried stone, the sure foundation of r'the 
soul* Upon the finished work of Jesus, all hc^, in time «nd fort 
eternity, is laid* All other foundations are rejected as sandy; aH 
other hope? as vain* Faith in God's word, relying on his promises 
in Christ, begets resignation to his will, and patience unidep lua 
dispensations, being, assured, that ^< all things work together; fo^ 
Ijood to them who love God, to them who are the called according 
to his purpose*"****Rom* viii. 28* 

We first experience his power in effectual calling,, and then -his 
love in keeping us dose to himself, and obedient to his wilU « So 
we. enjoy peace from him, and our hearts are cheeriuUy devoted U^ 
him* But how oft doth the believing soul find coolness of affection»: 
heaviness of heart, and dejection of mind? Doth not this destroy his 
hope? No: even this experience, sad as it seems, worketh hapct 
hereby pride imd self-confidence are slain, sin embittered; the soul 
humbled at the feet of Jesus, with ^ Thou, evep thou alone art mf: 
hope, I dare not trust in any other; my soul shall make her boast of . 
thee, apd thee only*' 

We have the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should ;|hiC^ 
trust in ourselves: and the more we live upon, and trust in the 
Xord, so. shall we experience hope spring up, Jove flourish^ iiq4: 
hpliness abound* Praised be the Lord our God, who is ^ the GqA ; 
of hope, and who fills us with joy and peace in believing, th^ yii^ ; 
may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost. "*•*• 
Rom* XV* 13. 

Long did my Lord in patience wait, Let patience prove thy tried word^ 
7)11 1 retvn'd to him. And thereby hope confirm. . BI*.^ 



j-ebrvarV 1*. '$} 

Having on the breast-plate of righteousriess\..,Eph. vi. 14. 

'Wren Saiir had armed David, with his armour, to go against 
Ooliah, the Philistine giant, his heart smote him, 1e«t he should 
donfide hi it, and no be drawn from simply trusting to the power of 
iMd'only; therefore he said, '^ I cannot go with these; I have not 
•pToi^ them: and David put them off him. "••••! Sam. xni* 39. A 
ISuthfiil heart is jealous of the Saviour's glory. Though the believer 
Is made righteous, and loves and walks in the paths of righteousness, 
yet he ^11 glory in nothing before God, nor trust in any righteousness 
tb shield liim from the face of the enemy, but the perfect, spotles^ 
rightbousnesi' of his dear and precious Saviour. He puts off all 
^ithcTS, by the faith of Christ, as contrary to his hope. As he sees 
the purity and extent of the divine law, that it is quick and powerful, 
and in a discemer of the thoughts and intents of the heart, knowing 
his own righteousness to be defective, and that in many things we all 
offend ; therefore he could just as soon trust an honey-comb for a 
breast-plate, as the moth-eaten garment of his own best works. 
' Why doth Satan, sin, and the law, so often wound our breasts, 
•and grieve our hearts ? It is because we are not careful to guard 
KTith our breast-plate of Jesus^ righteousness. It should ever be the 
joy and rejoicing of our souls to consider the work of Jesus as man 
md mediator. Did he shed his blood? did he die a cursed death? 
did he in his holy life *^ put on righteousness as a breast-plate ?".... 
luu lix« If. Faith' triumphs in his death, as the one atonement 
for sin. Faith glories in his life, as the one righteousness. So the' 
once gtlilty soul is cleansed, so the once naked soul is clothed and 
i^med ; and thus it is ever glorious in- the sight of God in this best 
fobe of its elder brother, Jesus. So also is the once defenceless soul 
armed aigainst every attack of sin, Satan, the law, and death. This 
Inrdiat^l^te is more than proof against all. While pride ahd self- 
rigfatieoutfness go hand in hand, and units in objections against die 
ijinputad righteousness of our Immanuel, humble, self-emptied souls, 
giory'ftnd triumph that their salvation is according to the laws of 
strict justice and perfect righteousness. Possessing righteousness 
in Jesus, we:draw nigh to a throne of grace with boldness now, and 
shall iif^ up our heads with joy before a righteous throne of judgment 
ill '^e' great and tremendous day. ^ For righteousness delivereth 
fi^iEiiA death*^....Prov. it. 2. ^^ Though sin hath reigned unto death, 
(furies) yet grace rieigns through righteousness unto eternal life 
(f^tfR »s) by Jesus Christ our Lord.'\...Rom. v. 21. 

Jesu, thy blood and righteousness Then, while I mm thy soldier here, 
MjT beauty are, my glorious dress | O learn me more this heav'nly art, 
Midst flamiog worlds, in these array*df To glory in thy righteousness, 
W ith joy shall I li ft ap niy head. To guard my hreast from e v 'ry dart. M. 



«6 FEBRUARY 14. 

Put nozv the rigliteousness of God ivithont the law^ is tna^ 
fesfedf being witnessfd by the law and the prophets..,. 
Rom. iii. 21. 

<< Vain man would be wise, though man be bom like a-wiU 
MS' colt. "••••Job xi» 12. Proud man would be righteous, thoqgli 
conceived in iniquity, brought fortli. in sin, and no goodness in iuiq* 
This pride accompfoiies him all his days; yea it forsakes not nevt- 
hovn souls* Our natural notions are ever, that doing something w3l 
onake us righteous* So the judgment of the flesh ever opposefththe 
truth of the Spirit* Carnal reason ever runs counter to spiritMal ftitii» 
(But it is the glory of believing hearts to take their views of rilghta> 
ousness from revealed truth* This, to the ineffable joy and unspeali^ 
jU>le comfort of poor sinners, manifests a righteousness for thdr 
garment, which they toiled not for, neither ctid they spoou AshI 
<what shall we say of it? Tiiily, Solomon, in all Ms glory^ yei^ 
Angels in all their brightest perfection, are not arrayed i&e tiioae^ 
who are clothed with the righteousness of the God-man, Christ Jesus* 
jO for stronger faith in this I 

Poor, weak, doubting believer! why takest thou thought fiir 
rainient? hath not God clothed you? ^^ O thou of little £uth!" thott 
hop^st, thou.trustest in Jesus' blood alone for the pardon of thy Bi|i% 
but art distressed in seeing thyself a poor sinner. Thou Juowcft 
thou art not righteous in thyself, and often fearest thou shah ner^ 
attain righteousness, and perish at last for want of it* Verilyy thy 
face is turned towards Mount Sinai, instead of Mount Calvary; !• 
Closes, instead of Jesus ; to thy life of obedience, instead of his -life 
^f righteousness; to the law (which requires all) instead of the 
gospel,, which freely gives all* 

So sure as thou hast the fiftith of Jesus in thine heart, thou hast 
ihe righteousness of Jesus on thy back, let law, men, and Satan sajr 
what they will* God -finds his children naked, he clothes them* 
Witnesses are ever at hand. Evidences are never wanting to pwm 
this truth* The Spirit of truth bears in&llible testimony, by^the lair 
•and the prophets, to the glory of this righteousness. Read, be J03r&l» 
and g^ve all glory to free grace for its free imputation : ^^ The righ* 
.tepusness of God, which is by faith in Jesus Christ, is unto ally and 
.upon all them that believe, for there is no difference* "•***ver* 22. But 
,who enjoy the comfort of this? Verily no soul, till he -is brought t# 
s&y,:with Paul^ ^^ I through the law am.dead to the law^".***GaL ii» liA 

In vain we ask God's righteous law Jesus, how glorious ts thy grace ? 

To justify us now. When in thy name we trust, 

l^ince to convince, and to co&dtmn. Our .faith receives, a righteouanett 

Is all the law can do. That makss the sinner jnit.' 



FEBRUARY 15. BP 

Qur gospel came not to you in word only, but also in 
power and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.... 
1 Thess.i. 5. 

StK, salvation, death, judgment, eternity, though matters of the 
ftfgliest moment and utmost importance to us, yet we naturally think 
#f thtm with little concern, speak of them with great indifference^ 
loid treat the consideration of them as Felix did Paul, *'Go thy way 
ht this time ; when I have a convenient season I will send for thee.** 
•i^^^Acts xxiy. 25. And yet perhaps such have long sat under a 
]|^retch«d gospel ; hugely cry up and applaud the preacher, and art 
ready to condemn others who do not see and admire the excellency of 
the Itiraxr. But, alas ! what are the most excellent words of man 
wtthomt the power of the Spirit? Light as air, ineffectual to soul- 
isrrin^ purposes, as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal* 
' The grand question is, Have I inwardly known and felt the power 
«f the goqieU Our gospel came unto you not in word only, but in 
poorer* It has an internal voice : it speaks glad tidings, good news 
of life and salvation to the very soul: it is the word of power to 
^ickeii' dead souls to life : it is a revelation to the heart of pardon 
Und peace by Jesus* Thus it brings the clearest evidence, the fullest 
lOflbrance alon^ with it, that it is God's word of life and salvation. 
The Hbty Ghost bears witness to it, in power and demonstration. 
BfeAsed BOiils! who are divinely assured of the truths of gospel-grace 
and love by Jesus; who embrace the gospel as their only hope, and 
See tnd^ cleave to Jesus as their only refuge* But more blessed, yea 
most happy those believing souls who are upon the delectable moun- 
ifeuns, atid enjoy much assurance of their own personal interest in 
Jesus, and eternal life through him; and by the Holy Ghost aro 
toabled to say, * I know that Jesus loved me and died for me.' O, 
Ihift firivilege is most highly^to be prized. It is worth pressing after. 
This only dan deliver the soul from all doubts and fears, inflame it 
Irhh the most ardent love, inspire it with the most holy boldness, 
Mhienee it to the most cheerful obedience, resign it to afAictive 
iHolftientS) wing it with holy longings after Jesus and eternal glory ; 
iMtaAt it jojrfully triumphant over the grim tyrant death; with 
* lliaMks b^ to God, who giveth me the victory through our Lord 
I'e9ii8 Christ.^..*.! Cor. xv. 57. 

My Saviour God, my tov'reign Prince, Hi» word is truth, his pow'r it great. 

R^^t fir abov« thit ikiett From hence my comforts ipring : 

Bat brings his graces down to seniCf Assunmce by the Holy Ghost 

AmA hdps aiy faith co rite A heav'n on cartll doth bring. M. 



Wb FEBRUARY 1«.* 

The tvord teas made flesh and dwelt among us fond u» 
beheld his glory ^ the glory as of the only begotten qflhe 
Father) full of grace and truth... John \. 14. 

Wreit the Lord gave Lamedh a scm, he called his name Noah, 
which 8ig;nifies repose or consolation; and he said, ^ This %va» 
Hhall comfort us concerning the work and toil of our hands, becausiB 
of the ground which the Lord hath cur8ed«"«.»«Gen. v. 29. Noak 
Was an emuient type of Jesus. Every sinner, who is poor, and made 
low (as I^amech signifies) has infinite reason so to conclude of Jesuit 
the Son of God. ^ This same shall comfort us, though the wm'k and 
toil of hands have been evil, and we are cursed for sin. 

To be poor and made low in self, and to be struck with the ^iplaf 
of the "glory of the Lord Jesus, is the work of the Spirit, by the 
word of truth, and is peculiar to believers in all ages. ^ AbnduBOi 
rejoiced to see Christ's day of incarnation ; he saw it and was glad*** 
And all the children of Abraham*s faith now, as well as the apotttes^ 
see the glory of Jesus by the same Spirit, whose office is to glorify 
Christ. To know Jesus as man, the anointed Saviour, brings li& 
and peace to our hearts. To see his glory as God-man, fills oi* 
souls with the triumphs of salvation. Thus we are satisfied iHlli 
him as our Lord and our God. We look to no othet God, faut'tte; 
God in our flesh, who dwelt among us. He is full of gracfe -and 
truth to us. All wrath and terror ceaseth against us. ^ For Gdd 
Iras in Christ reconciling the world, not imputing sin." So God 
hath drawn nigh to us, so he hath embraced and loved ua, ao li|f. 
faith we draw nigh to, embrace and love him. i 

When Jesus is embraced in the arms of £uth, the enraptartid 
hft'art cries out, with Simeon, *^ Mine eyes have seen thy salvatioiu" 
^^ We run widi patience the heavenly race, looking to Jesus*" With 
this view, we meditate on our hastening dissolution with composura} 
expect the sure messenger with peace ; look forward to approaching; 
judgment with joy, being assured of the joyful sight of the glorified 
maUf Jesus, the judge, who shall then appear as the great God sSiA 
our Saviour; *< whom, having not seen in the flesh, we. knref,<.«i 
whom, though we now see him not, yet believing, we rej<Hce i^^ 
joy unspeakable and full of glory.".... 1 PeUi. &• *< For yet a litfe 
while and he shall certainly come to ht. glorified in his sfuntSf andito. 
be admired in all them that believe in that day."....2 Thess. i. 10« 

And did my God in hnman fleth The faith of this attracti my soul^ 

And blood appear below ? To Chmb in union tweet; ■ 

Was he' beheld at full of truth, More of thy £ulnett« Loni, beilow# 

That grace from him might flow ? In thee I am complect. IC» 



FEBRUARY tr. I5« 

^kffn nieye might have peace, in the world ye shall haxie 
t tribulation : JBut be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world...Joh7iXYi. 33. 

' Such is Christ's legacy tx> all his brethren : peace in him : tribu- 
latiim in the world* Every disciple shall receive these bequests* 
^he former, a triune God of truth and fiuthfulness is engaged by 
{Momiseand oath to give* The latter, from the combined trinity; 
the woiid, flesh, and the deidl, every follower of Jesus will be sure 
to raceieve* But, alas ! how apt are we, when in the mount of peace 
.lfith> Jesus, to cry, ^ Tribulation shall no more sSkcX mel' On the 
other hand, when in the dreary valley of tribulation, then we are 
feady to conclude, ^ O there is no end to my- troubles ; I ahall see peace 
Ao more*'. This was the case with David* One while we fihd him 
ftrifinnphing: ^^ In my prosperity I said I shall never be moved*"**** 
Plsalmxxx* 6. At another, mournfully complaining, ^^ Thod hidest 
"thyitce, and I am troubled*" 

> ' ; ToiO, too apt are we to judge of God'S'love to us by his providences, 

instead of his promises. Tribulation in the world is as necessary for 

ihe soul as peace in Jesus; or our loving. Saviour would not have 

.i^^p6illted it for us* One is not incompatible with, nor destructive of 

:lbe other* Nay^ is it not oft the case with thee, O christian, as of 

1-fild, that^^ as suiferings abound, consolation abounds also ?**«*2 Cor. i* 5* 

fiaist thou access by faith inta the same grace with the church of old? 

."deist Ihou with them >^ rejoice in hope of the g^ory of God?-' learn 

Hd^t same note which they sung : " We glory in tribulatiwi*" Why I 

Because they knew that <^ all things work together for good*" .There- 

^fcre they found by experience these soul-reviving effects: ^^ knowing 

that tribulation worketh patience^ and patience experience, and expe- 

lience hope, and hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of God 

An shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto us.!'*... 

•Roni* v* 2*.. 5. 

> TKus as Christ is ours, all things. are ours. Tribulation and 
-dift^ess in the worid are ours, as well as hope,- patience, peace, love, 
tiid joy in Jesus. Sweet is it to observe how our dear Saviour W9Td8 
vidtt legacy : it is like a cross richly ornamented with jewels of infinite 
lRa{ue* Tribulation in the world stands encompassed with.PEAcs in 
the front, GOOD CHEER and victory in the rear. . " Whaishethat 
overcometh the worlds but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of 
God ?"...*1 John v. 5. 

Hat1imydearLordtfai8Worldo'ercome>Faith in my Lord doth share Ae spoils, 
•In which Vve trials freat ?. And bring njc peace of mind :, 

Ba of good cheer then, O my soul, What tho' the worlddoth smil^or frown 
Thy vict'ry is complete. In Christ 1 vict'ry find. M. 

Vol. I. H 
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Henceforth knmo xve no man after the flesh ; yea^ though 
we have known Christ after the flesh ; yet henc^ortk 
knozv zve him ?io more. ...2 Cor. v. 16. 

How eminent does the grace of God shine in the conduct oi 
Levi i when the glory of Jehovah was at stake, when his hcmor «waff 
to be vindicated agaimt those who had sinned with an high handy 
f'He said unto his £either and mother, I have not seen him: "••••thai 
is, no one that mine eye shall pity, nor mine hand spare, who has 
transgressed in this matter. ^^ Neither did he acknowledge, his 
brethren, nor know his own children. "••-Deut. xxxiii. ^» The Lord 
our God is a jealous God. It behoves his children to be valiant iat 
the truth as it is in Jesus. It is our duty to face all opposition 
against it ; to stand in defence of it from every quarter, and to knov 
no man after the flesh, so as to give up the truth for fear of htm* 
This i^ our highest honor ; and this is highly acceptable in the aigii^ 
of our God. ^^ Those who honor me I will honor," saith the Lord*, 
fiut ^^ knowing men after the flesh," proves a snare to the soul* 
Many have suffered loss hereby. While they have conferred witb 
flesh and blood, listened to the wisdom of carnal men, andconsulted 
the judgment of the wise of this world, how have their minds been 
drawn from the simplicity that is in Christ! The wisdom of thift 
world is foolishness with God. The righteousness df the flesh, k 
abomination in his sight. The Spirit of inspiration hath taught aa 
this profitable lesson, to glory only in Christ as our wisdom and 
righteousness. This sweet mystery of faith makes us dead to the 
life of the flesh, the lust of the flesh, and the glory of the flesh ; yea^ 
gives us the victory over the flesh. So we live in a spiritual kingdkimic 
^lory in Jesus as a spiritual Saviour, are delighted with spiritual 
companions, and are made comfortable by spiritual gifts and graces* 
While a PhariseCf Paul gloried in carnal privileges and the attainr 
ments of the flesh; but, ^'Behold he prayeth," saith the Holy Ghos^. 
■Blessed proof of a new-bom soul, when it soars to JesuSy and is dis- 
satisfied with all the objects of nature,' time, and sense, and . inceifr 
santly cries, <^ I count all things but loss and dung for the exceHencf 
:of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom: I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and do count them but dung that I may yrim 
Christ."....Phil. iii. 8^ 

r 

To know my Lord in mortal flesh. With spiritual views my sotjl delight^ 

Doth ev'ry comfort bring : Of Jcsu's lovely face, 

Aftsr the flesh to know the Lord O heav'nly Dove ; so make me run 

Is quiu a carnal thing. With joj my heavenly raco. li^. 



PEBRUART 19» 6$ 

Hf that acknmledgeth the Sony bath the Father also..^ 
iJohni\.2Z. 

If SO9 we cannot paf too much homag^y nor ascribe* too niuc& 
glory to Jesus, as some object. Did Jesus receive from God the 
Tftther) honor and glory by this voice from the excellent glory* 
^ This is my belovied Son, in whom I am well pleased ?".««,2 Pet* 
f. 174 Is k the Father's will that all men should honor the Son, 
even as they honor the Father?" ^ He that honoreth not the Sod^ 
honoreth not the Father that sent him."««.John v* 23. May we 
not then boldly say with Paul, on another occasion, <^ As the truth 
of Christ is in me, no man shall stop me in this glorying*' in JesuSf 
as my Lord, my God* Yea, we will acknowledge him in his lowest 
Ibrm and meanest appearance; as the babe wrapped in swadlii^ 
clothes, lying in a manger; a destitute, outcast infant; obscure and 
mean in his birth and parentage; working at a common, ordinary 
employ; without form and comeliness; despised and rejected of 
men ; a maai of sorrows and acquainted with griefs ; mocked, deridedi 
kiughed to scorn ; crowned with thorns m derision ; condemned and 
crucified as an accursed wretch, unworthy to live in heaven or on 
earth; adjudged fit only to die, in company with thieves and high« 
waymen, on a gibbet* Wholly to trust in this Man, this GoB-MitN|. 
Jesus of Nazareth, the root and offspring of David, this is ^ the 
7AITH of God's elect." This the acknowledgment of the truth 
irhich is after godliness. This is the only ^' hope of eternal life» 
which Cjk>d, that cannot lie, promised before the world began. "•••# 
Tittf i. 3* This is a '^repentance to the acknowledging of the 
truth.*^•.•2 Tim. ii. 25. Thus are simple, believing hearts ^ conw 
Ibrted, being knit together in love, unto all riches of the full assu* 
ranee of understanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of 
God, and of the Father, and of Christ; in whom are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge."...»Col. ii. 2, S» 

In tins rich mine of truth and consolation we are daily to dig for 
all wisdom, holiness, and happiness. In this acknowledgment of 
the Son in his humble state, thus saving us, we have the Father's 
rich love, and precious promises, and the holy Spirit's power» 
influence, and witness. <' Ever giving thanks to the Father> who 
hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the sainta 
in light."....Col. i. 12* 

When I behold the Father's lovo Then sense snbmits to faith diviney 

Shine in the person of his Son, Which lords it oytr carnal views : 

Hi« Spirit brings my soul to own My soul gets settled in its hope; 

My God, th* eternal three in one. This truth I sing, and sweetly muse. M. 
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That I may win Christ. ...Phil. iii. 8. \ 

No sooner had good king Hezekiah established his throne 
in righteousness, restored religion in his kingdom, set his whole 
heart to serre the Lord, and his God prospered him, but an inyad- 
ing Sennacherib enters his territories, and encamps against hit. 
fenced cities«.«.2 Chron..xxxii» !• Scripture and experience dail|i> 
preach to God's children, ^^ This is not your rest:" You an^ in.ik 
militant state. Though Jesus hath taken possession of the souly 
and cast out the strong man armed, think not of folding your arm^y 
and saying, I shall see war no more; for your adversary hfismanje 
after-games to play. He will not only encamp against your fence^ 
cities, and attack your out-works, but will ^so attempt your. y/&iy 
heart and mind* Beware of such suggestions as these, they are th^ 
whispers of a destroying foe : ^^ Come, you are now an excelleiij^ 
christian;, you have a tongue to speak for Jesus^ you don't. live and 
act as the rest of the careless, sinful world, you have made gre«( 
advance9 in holiness, now you have somewhat to glory in- yourself 
before God." Jesus, Master, save.us in this hour .of Satan's attackl 
When in such a storm, better to cast overboard all the heavy lading 
of selfrconfidence to right the ship. ^^ A haughty spirit goeth before 
a fall."....Prov. xvi. 18. 

Let us ever remember, Jesus is all our gain and all our glory^ 
We are still poor sinners. By renouncing all, and cleaving to hintft 
we enjoy all in him. No fruits produced, . no coniforts experienced,, 
but by abiding in him. What 1 possess Jesus, and yet want- tt^ 
WLN him ? Yes. O there is much more knowledge of, peiace froni^ 
love to, joy in, and conformity to Jesus, to be gained and exper 
rienced, than any of us have yet found 1 Jesus-enamoured hearts^ 
]ike avaricious gamesters, never, never think they have enough of 
Jesus in time, till they have gained the full epjoyment of his match- 
less charms in glory. They renounce all for his sake. Whereforje^, 
oti terms and conditions to barter for an interest in Christ? Noi 
^acious, loving hearts detest such base ujidervaluing thoughts oC 
their infinitely precious Saviour. Shall the dross and dung of Qi«p 
doings and performances be put in competition with his niost gloriouii 
excellency, who is our prize, our portion, our treasure ? " Whom- 
have I in heaven but thee, or what is there on earth I. desire in; 
comparison of thee V* will ever be the language of faith* , 

My God. my life, my love, There's nothing here dcierves my joys. 

To thee, to thee I call 5 There's nothing like my God« , 

I cannot live if thou remove, The smilings of thy face. 

For thou art all in aU. How amiable they are ! -i 

What empty things are all the Hcics, *Ti8 hcav'n to rest in thy cmbracej 

And this inferior clod i And no where else but there. 
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Strive to enter in at the strait gate : for many, I say unto 
you, shall seek to enter in, but shall not be able.... Luke 
.. xii].21. 

Thou feeble-minded disciple, weak in faithy thy Jeaus speaks 
Mot thus to discourage thee from seeking salvation by him only ; 
for iie^also says, '^ Every one that seeketh findeth/' But rather he 
kereby animates and encourag<es thy soul in striving against every 
enemy that opposeth thy entering his kingdom by the strait gate, 
eren-by his one atonement, and one righteousness only. He designs 
idso to shew that men may not only seek, but strive, yea, strive 
as m an agony ^^ to enter in, but shall not be able/' Why ? Because 
they eic|)ect to enter the kingdom by some other gate than Jesus* 
But, * says the apostle, , ^^ No man is crowned, except he strives 
lawfully •" Earnestness, zeal, activity, avail nothing, while Jesur 
is not the only object : his blood, the only plea for pardon ; his 
righteousness, the only hope for acceptance. But this, in the eyes 
of self-righteous professors, makes the gate appear too strait indeed* 
Hence they seek to enter, by ways more pleasing to their pride* 
and more .agreeable to the corrupt lusts of their nature* So that 
striving is not so much opposed to seeking, as the strait-gate Jesus 
is to every other method of salvation of man's devising* There is 
an awful denunciation against such««**Isa* xlv. 9 : ^ Woe be to him 
that striveth with his Maker*" Shall potsherds of the earth dare 
contend against the sovereignty of God's wisdom, power, and grace i 
Here is the strife of the Pharisee* And in opposition to the sloth and 
licentiousness of the Antinomian, says our Lord to all his disciples, 
^ STRkvK«,».strive, by my power which strengthens you, against 
every enemy that opposeth your entering my kingdom, by me*' 

As surely as there is a devil in bell, there will be &lse teachers 
on earth'* So long as thou continuest in the body, thou wilt have 
corrupt lusts, carnal reason, the workings of pride, unbelief, and 
self-righteousness* Now all these unite to oppose thy faith, and 
don^end against thy hope; but thy master, who calleth thee to 
l^vms, bids thee ^^ be of good courage, and strive for the mastery." 
In' hilS strength thou art sure to conquer and win the prize* ^^ Press 
forward, striving ag^nst sin," Heb* xii* 4*«.*<^ striving for the faitli 
of the gospel," Phil. i. 2 7. ...striving fervently in prayers," Col. 
iv. 12**.*^^ striving according to his workings, who worketh mightily 
in his people," Chap* i* 29. 

Give light, O Lord, to tfee the gate» Tarn off my eyes from other hopes. 
And strength to strive to enter in That would beguile my soul ; 

By THEE, who art the truth, the way, O fix and keep my wand'ring heart • 
Fronk Sarin's power, the worldi aiulsin.To thee entire and whole. M. 
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Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thok 
disquieted within me i Hope thou in God, for I shall yet 
praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my 
God....Fsalnix\ii. IK 

We are not to expect the sunshine of joy all the way througlr 
this vale of tears.- Comfortable frames and joyful feelings, though 
sweet and delightful, are not always so profitable to the soul- Were 
we always on the mount of joy, alas, we should fbrget^reare strangcm 
and pilgrims on the earth ; but should be for building tabernacles of 
rest- in a polluted place; and cry out witii the highly-favored disd-i^ 
pies, ^^ It is good for us to be here; but they knew not what they 
said/'....Luke ix. 33.. It is the gl(Hy of a christiaft to live by'&idr 
on Jesus; to judge of his Saviour's love from the word of tratlit 
more than by sense and feeling; yea under dejecticm and difiquietof 
soul, then to hope and trust in God, to check and rebuke •ene'i' self 
for doubts and diffidence ; this i» truly the exercise of fiuth.^ Fakh 
supports the soul, and lifts it above the determinations of carnal 
reason and the suggestions of senses The believer is to abide steadily 
by the word of truth, though in heaviness for a season; beiBg per* 
suaded that shortly he shall rejoice in and praise God, even &r this 
gloomy dispensation; concluding from the word of God's grace 'and 
fyiithfulness, ^^ Jehovah Jesus is the health of my countenance^ and 
my God." This is the very joy of faith» Such the sweet experiw 
ence of David. Mark the frequent declarations to this purpose ift 
the 42d and 43d Psalms* The Holy Ghost bath recorded these* for 
our instruction. 

Disciple, it is well for thee to leam wisdom hereby* Thy frame 
may -vary ; the foundation of (>od's love atandeth sure ; his promises 
cannot fail ; the word of truth, yea the oath of Jehovah, are engaged, 
for the salvation of all who ^^ have fled to Jesus for reibge*" Thon 
mayest meet with many things, from within and without, to cast 
down thy soul, to distress and disquiet thee ; but thou art called t* 
look to Jesus, not to stagger at' the promises through unbelief; baat^, 
like the father of the faithful, ^^ against hope to believe in h^>e;'* 
not to consider thine own corrupt nature, its lustmgs to evil, ito 
enmity to grace, so as to give up thy hope* There is ever cause of 
humility, but no reason for casting away thy confideince in Jesus in 
and under thy worst frames* Though thou sinkest to hell, is the 
view of thy deserts, yet through the righteousness of Jesus, life and 
salvation are procured for the hell-deserving. Encourage thy sout 
to hope in him, so shalt thou praise and glorify him. " I will bless 
the Lord at all times, his praise shall continually be in my mouth* * 
Why so? '^ Jiecause my soul shall make her boast in the Locdi"«M 
Psalm xxxiv. 1, 2* 
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IKf knew thul token he shall appear j we shall be like him 3 
for we shall see kirn as he is.... I John iii. 2. 

Wflhr should the Lot^, who giveth us all things richly to enjoy, 
lay an embargo on our fully gratifying ourselves in the use of them ? 
Why' are we called to daily mortification and self-denial, as to sensual 
Ejects? yerily, it is sdl in love to our souls, that Jesus and spiritual! 
objects might be more enjoyed ; for elcperience proves the life of 
sense to be opposite to the life of faitlu The more pleasure, comfort, 
and hi^^«» we enjoy in the thingps of this life, this tends to make 
us k>ve^ the world, and loath to leave it ? and so our affections to Jesus 
'Gool, our desires after hts appearing abate in their fervor, and we 
loose our kmgings after the unclouded sight of him in glory* So St. 
Paul reproves christians of old: " Are ye not carnal, and walk as 
menf^*..*! Cor. iii. 3. How justly applicable is this interrogation to 
us alsol' Reflect on this soul-reviving truth, Yet a little while and 
Jesus shaU appear. So sure as he was once upon earth in our nature, 
he will appear again in the same human body, exalted and glorified* 
And cai» we know and believe this as an undoubted truth, live upon 
it in expectation, without finding a deadness to this present world, 
and all its enjoyments? Here we feel sin in our flesh, pains in our 
bodies, afilictions our companions, wanderings -^and deadness in 
duties, trials and temptations of various sorts; and innumerable 
evils of every kind^ doth this short life abound with : but at the 
appearing of Jesus all will be at an end ; for we shall be like him : 
our vile bodies shall be fisishiimed like to his glorious body. Our souls 
shall be perfectly conformed to his image. In soul and body we 
shall eternally enjoy him. And are we the subjects of such a hope ? 
Let us live like ourselves ; as members of Jesus our head. Let us 
ever be pressing after him, living upon his fulness, and longing for 
his appearing. Most blessed sight 1 most desirable fruition! we 
shall see our Jesus as he is. Once the desjHsed Nazarene.«..once 
the devoted victim to curse and wrath ; but now the Lord of life and 
glory, bestowing immortality and eternal life, upon his dearly-pur- 
chased, blood-bought members. O, were our hearts more with 
Christ OB the cross, and more with him on his throne by faith^ how 
wouldiSin be subdued, the world overcome, Satan conquered, and our 
happf hearts triumphing in love! for " we are more than conquerors 
over all, through Jesus that hath loved us*'' 

O iht delights, the heav'nly joys ! But wh«n our eyes behold his face. 
The glories of the plac^. Our hearts shall love him more. 

y^hcre Jesus sheds the brightest beams ^^d while our faith enjoys thisfigkty 
Of hit o'erfl6Wing grace ! We long to leave our clay ; 

This is the Man, th' exalted Man, And wish thy fiery chariots, Lord, 
Whom we unseen adore : To fetch our souls away. 



«8 YEBRUARY 24. 

Uezekiah humbled himself for the pride of his heart ^^ 
2 Ckrdn, xxxii. 26. 

Outward, gross, abominable sins, self-righteous Pharisees crjr 
out against, and profess to humble themselves for; but to mourn over^' 
and be humbled for heart sins, spiritual pride. Sec. is peculiar to gra- 
cious souls only. We read of two things in the word, the most oppo* 
isite to each other: Hear and adore I the high and lofty one, that ijk 
habiteth eternity, ^^humbleth himself" to visit man....Psalm cxiii. 6* 
Hear, and be astonished 1 '^ Man opposeth and exalteth- himself against 
God-*'....2 Thess. ii. 4. "Pride proceeds out of the heart," sait;)! 
Jesus....Mark vii. 2 1 • This makes us murmur against.the God of 
providence, fretful under his dispensations, forgetful of his bmefit}^ 
and unthankful for his mercies. Pride opposeth the sovereign Gq4 
of grace, and would snatch the crown of glory. from the everlasting 
Cod of love, and place it upon the head of that guilty creature of f 
day, man. Pride swells the haughty mind with indignation agauuil 
the truths of Jehovah. That salvation is wholly by grace, free hYQUj 
unmerited love, unconditional election of God the Father bj Jeaim 
Christ, is contrary to the proud vain thoughts of man ; therefore man 
is against this. For this leaves him nothing whereof to glory in hiiiiif 
self that he has done, or can do, to fulfil terms and conditions, to gtfjui 
an interest in salvation,, or procure a title to glory. • 

Here God alone is glorified....Christ exalted.#b.grace reigns....ai|A 
truth established ; while the poor sinner's mouth is stopped, his ha/Mt 
laid in the dust, and in self-abasement he humbles himself for the 
pride of his heart. So grace triumphs over all the ruin of thefaJU 
Thus it affects sinners when it reacheth the heart. All boasting i% 
excluded* "O righteous Father! thy will be done," in sovereiga 
grace and electing love. Thou hast a right to do what thou wilt ^dtb 
thine own. .Grace, favor, mercy, faith, repentance, hope, placet lovcii' 
holiness, heaven, all is thy free gift by Jesus. None hath aay.ciaioi 
on thee ; guilt has forfeited all. But to the wretched and helpleM 
thou hast made thyself a debtor by free promise and soveieign prociftp 
mation in Christ Jesus. Do I see this? Is my heart soft and ylel<UQ|[ 
to submit to salvation by grace only ? Wherefore is this to me, wlul^ 
others are blinded to the truth,, and their hearts hardened against it) 
The work is thine ; all the glory is due to thee alone; for "even at9% 
righteous Father, it seemed good in thy sight." .> 

Such are the sentiments of gracious, humble souls; to such be 
** giveth more grace." " For God resisteth the proud, (who oppose 
the Father's electing love, and the righteousness of his Son) but giyctl) 
Igfrace to the humble," (whose hope is not in himself, but in the Lqrd 
his God). "Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty h9fid 
of God, that he may exalt you in due time.*'*... I Pet. v* 6. 



FEBRUARY 9i* ^ 

said moreover y The Lord that delivered me out (^ 
the patb of the /iVm, and out of the paxv of the bear^ he 
. wUl deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.... 
; I Sam. xvii. 37. 

Faith, by ancient wiiten, has been stiled ^ the queen of graces.* 
As such she displays her dignity, by disdaining to consult any povrer 
below the King of sunts* When she calls in reason and reflectioD 
upon past experiences, it is to give all the glory to her soTcreign 
Lord. Thus David makes confession of ^adth in his lung* What 
was the gigantic size, the formidable appearance, and the haughty 
threatenings of his Philistine antagonist ? To the eye of his fkith, all 
were mean' and contemptible; for he saw him that was invisibles he 
fixed Ihs confidence on the invisible power of the Omnipotent. He 
tonsidefed not himself: ^^ he was strong in the Lord, and in the power 
idf hi^ nught:" he had sweet experience of the truth of his Lord; 
■< To him that belieyeth, all things are possible.* '••••Mark ix^ 23* He 
had seen the power of the Lord in delivering him from the fierceness 
€^a lion, and from the strength of a bear; and therefore says, not 
%rkh a perhaps or a peradventure, but absolutely in fidl confidence of 
fidth, ^The Lord hath delivered, and he will deliver." And the 
Ittstory fiilly assures us, ^ Accordirig to his fiuth, so it veas." 

Now "whatsoever things were written aforetime, were written for 
bur learning. "....Rom. xv. 4.- Here is a lesson of instruction, from 
>Eirhich discif^es of Jesus may learn the doctrine of self-despair. 
Thine enemies are fierce as lions, strong as bears, potent and formi- 
dable as Goliath of Gath. To know thou hast neither might nor 
atreogtii, and to despair of victory from thyself, is thy vrisdom. This 
homUing lesscm proud nature is avert^e to; but it is profitable to the 
apirk. By faith we glory in the Lord, and him only* Can I \oq^ 
iiadk to past experience of his grace and power? Can I call to mind, 
that in such danger the Lord appeared as my deliverer? At such a 
dme I sweetly experienced the Lord's power, and triumphed over 
mulit enemies? therefore i will trust in the Lord, and not be afraid* 
i^eet:e?iqperiendes enpourage fiituve hopes. A tried friend is a 8U]:^e 
Mett^ To forget past mercies is ungrateful. To bury our Saviour's 
Ibrmer dealings with our souls in oblivicm, is dishonorable to him; 
«ot to consider Jesus as the only hope, and live upon him day by day 
in ^e exercise of fidth, is to live below our privilege. Never arraign 
Ms kwre^ because he suffers thine ienemies to put on a dreadful form, 
AMl^attack thee with violence. This is to draw thy foith into .eXfercise» 
Ouit tliy sold KAy have* larger experieppe of his love and deliyerance. 
Tfiiif ei^h ithe Levd, <moat iomfortaMe kosdal) ^^ Bie not afraid nor 
dismayed, by reason of this great multitude; fii^r the batHe is Mt 
yours, but God's."....2 Chron. xx. 15. 

Vol. L I 
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Behold I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, aai 
' keepeth his garments y lest he walk naked j and thetf see his 
. shame. .. .Rev. x\\. 15. 

Vain confidence begets spiritual sloth* licentious principlei 
harden the heart in sin, deafen the ear to the calls of grace, and 
cause the tongue. to pronounce evangelical excitements to love and 
obedience, lkgal. But the faith of Jesus enlivens to duty 9 and 
inspires the soul with godly jealousy and holy watchfulness* So the 
members of Jesus are blessed; blessed in him with all -spiritual 
blessings ; and they enjoy a sweet sense of blessedness in obeying 
him* ^^ Behold I come/' saith Jesus the head* In the faith of this, 
enable me, Lord, to watch alway, saith eveiy living member* We 
know but in part ; there are infinitely greater blessings to be found 
in Jesus, more of his knowledge, his love, his peace, of his hnage, 
greater conformity to, and likeness of him* For this we are called 
to watch, and wait, and pray continually, lest we lose the garmentt 
of truth, the clothing of humility, the adorning of the gospel, and 
sorrow overtake us, and shame cover us* So also to watch agunst 
the desperate wickedness of our nature, the devices of Satan, and' 
the deceits' of an ensnaring world. None fully know the dangenta 
which they are exposed, and how dreadfully they may be snfiSsred to 
faH» Most true, Jesus both can and will keep all his menabers, by 
his power through faith unto salvation* But it is as true, thou -wilt 
have sad evidence of thy interest in him, while his word is not thy 
rule of conduct*- Watch, sdth he* ' 

Comfort and peace of soul are enjoyed in, the way of tircumapectioft 
and watchfulness, while with care and diligence we study to approve 
ourselves as God's children, "by a holy walk and godly conversation*'^ 
Awfiil instances are frequent and visible, of many souls " who did 
run well for a season ;" but Satan hath hindered* They have forsaken- 
the precious truths of Jesus," the world has enslaved them, and th^ir 
conversation-garments are defiled with gross and abominable sins* 
•Their minds appear destitute of faith, love, and holiness, and their 
shame is seen and manifest* A state, how deploraUe ! how ^niich 
to be dreaded I all from neglecting to watch* Serious thoughts are 
terrifying, self-examination they fly from, the view of death {ilk them 
with horror, an appearing, forsaken Jesus they dread* But.he will 
come; every eye must see him; though as a thief^ suddenly; yet ti 
his faithful ones not dreadfully, to rob and destroy them ; but to 
gather them together, that they may be ever with him* And nowi 
>4ittle children, abide in him; that when he shslll appear, we' may 
have confidence, and nol^be ashamed before him at his coitdng*" 
. 1 John ii* 28, 



FEBRUARY sr. fl 

JPar this thing I besought the Lord thrice^ that it might 
depart from me.. ..2 Cor. xii. 8. 

Our Saviour represents God's own elect as cr)ring day and night 
to hini«b««Luke xviii* 7*.- Sore temptations^ soul-burdens, Satan's 
fmfietings^ are peculiarly felt by them* Their crying under them 
is a proof of spiritual life; their crying to the Lord only, is an 
evidence of the faith of God's elect; their intreaties to be delivered 
from themj shew the sanctified, holy disposition of their souls. Thus 
the Lord draws out into^exercise the graces of his children. His 
eyes are ever upon them, his ears- open to their prayers, and his 
almighty power and grace sufficient to deliver them. But '^ he that 
betieveth, must nqt make haste." We must tarry the Lord's 
leisure, atid be strong In hope; His time is best. It is God's will 
ire should tell him of our trials and temptations. After we have 
done this, '^lire have need of patience;" we must wait for the 
fulfilm^it of his promise. This is our duty. 

Paul prayed again and again, still the buffetings were ccmtinued ; 
his mind -iirais uneasy, his soul distressed, the enemy triumphing, 
the Lord .leaking as though he heard not. Prayer and patience 
must gqitumd in Jiahd. Murmurings are the offspring of imbelief* 
Fretfulness ariseth firom pride. To lie humble at the feet of Jesua 
is our wiadom. ^ Indulge no hard thoughts of the Saviour's will to 
make thee hcXy^ or power to make thee- happy, though sin and 
$ata% like unwelcome' visitors, daily intrude....appear in various 
shapes.*.«attack from different quarters, and seem in some sort to 
gain upon thee* in thought, word, or action* When inwardly 
discomposed by unholy tempers, and outwardly harrassed by various 
temptations, poor souls are ready to think the war will end in their 
destruction ; that Jesus will never give complete victory. But most 
assuredly he irilL In due time we shall reap, if we faint not. Let 
it.suffieei ^' My grace is sufficient for thee/" saith the triumphant 
head in gloty, to each of his militant members on earth. Impor- 
tiinate. praying, humble waiting, confident believing, comfortable 
hoping^ are the very life and essence of a christian. And let his 
besetting, temptations or conflicting trials be what they may, it is. 
his blessed privilege to write with the pen of fwth, " What shall 
separateircaD the love of Christ ? Nay, in all these things we are more 
than €(»iquerovs thl^gh him that loved us."....Rom. viii. 35, 37. 

Lai me^biit hesrmy Saviour say, Wh«n 1 am weak, then am I strongs 

StreBgthrii^lbeequalto thy day; Chrisf is my strength and Christ my song: . 

Theii rrejoTcc in deep distress, "Sufficient is my grace," he saith : 

Leaning on ull-iftrfficient grace. This is enough for pray'r and faith. M. 
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Jesus said ufito him. Verify I sap unto ihee^ To-doif tkA, 
shall be wilh me in Paradise....Luke xxiii. 43. 

# 

UnsftLiEr, how gre&t its p«r#«r! how Strang iu infi««ti^ ! it 
^(ri^Uld for ever blind the ey'ei, and harden the hetirt ftgiHieC JesiH 
USA his grace ; but << he lOudl divide the tpdi f^iJti the Mtfmg/' 
The prophet's prediction is here cleari^ fulfilled; the sOfVer^gflt^ oF 
gf&ce is fully displayed. Out Lord's own doctrine is tmly %«rified 
in these two thieves : *^ One shall be udten, the other Ufft;".-#M«lt» 
kxiv. 40. ' Pride is the companioh of unbelief. TMs keepis Atn' ft 
<6bBthiacy ; they Will not see ; they Will not bow to God'9 iww e ig tt ty* 
But this is a comfortable truth to self-abased soulii God's power it 
their hope. But doth our Lord bring Sinners to glofy Without fiM^ 
l^pentance, and hbliness? Doth he leave Ids peoi^e in th^ lAli 
Ahd rebellions? No, Uessed be his name! Jesus is exalted fo bo il 
Prince and t Saviour: he f^ves repentance and remission of tbia* 
<^Sp he saves his people from their sine.'* So he-fnakea^ tlMrttt 
ha|^y in his love by the secret power of the Spirit's Unmrd c^era- 
tiotis. Who made these two compahicms in ^n, these biaiplMineM 
of Jesus to differ? Grace^ sovereign, distinguishing, alttugbty gtaebf 
did this wonderful work; *^and it is marvellous in our eyos.** Hew 
rapid its power! how swift its rare! in one moment a raUeritgttintol 
Jesus is changed to a believer iii him ; a proud rebel to aci huiiyblo 
suppliant; a self-justifying sinner to , a Christ-exalting saint; in a 
moment converted, pardoned, Sanctified, and made meet for %Usiff^»m 
to-day hell-deserving, to^y in Paradise. Thus this thief bdlefed 
with his heart unto righteousness, and made confiemsloiiifith. hit 
mouth unto salvation. 

What hath grace done? what is it not able to effto? SweeiesC 
encouragement to the vilest of sinners, to look to Jesus: a C f un gi esSt 
assurance for the weakest believers to abide in him. ' ^ Lord icsusy 
remember tne,*' proceeds from grace in the heart of his membets^— 
^' Thou shalt be with me in Paradise," is the grackms aasw^r from 
the tongue of the hiead. It was the grace of our Lord Jesut thaic 
saved this thief, this highwayman, and tmnslated him from a gaiiefws 
on earth to a crown in glory. The most amiable character, tfae tnost 
Upright person hath nothing else to look to, to hope fbr, or tniM i% 
but the cross of Christ alone for salvation. This is all o«r giorying* 
By the death of Jesus we Hve» The same Spirit that enaMaatiio 
soul to believe on Jesus, conforms it to Jesus in likeness and love, 
and sanctifies it through the Ikith of Jesois, and makes it ^ meet fbr 
the hfeaveiily uxhentiAcie with the saints ih glory."..*.Col. i. 12. 
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Tkut he should give eteimal life lo as manjf, as thou hast 
given him.. . John xvil. 2. 

Deism, or a rejection of God's revealed truth, is natural to us 
wil* H6tice-SDme luive said, * The religion of nature is the religion- 
«f Sfttati;' for it affccU a spirit of pride and independence oi God^ 
Mid Mbellion against his will. Why does a Deist reject the way of 
teKatloii by Jesus f Truly, because it is contrary to his natural 
liolioiis: he cannot reconcile it to the aUributes and perfections of 
Deity* Upon the very same footing many professors abhor, with 
Uie utmost indignation, the scripture-doctrines of God's everlasting 
lote^ mconditional election of sinners, and the final perseverance 
of his sahits to eternal life, by Jesus. Now, both Deists and 
Pharisees proceed upon the same principles; carnal reason, pride, 
mtA ftelf->righteousness, reign in their hearts, and blind their eyes. 
« But it is the believer's mercy to see the tmth: his humiKty to 
Irnbmit to it; and his duty to contend for it in love. Thus our elder 
b r otl ief Jesus ever acted, and thus he prays in submission to the 
wOl of hia Father, and our Father. Though he had power over all 
. flesh, yet Aly to those ^^ Uie many, whom the Father had given 
him, was he to give eternal lifo." They were given to him as 
his charge, to redeem, sanctify, and save : they were given to him as 
-tiie reward of all his toils and sufferings : they are the precious jewels 
which compose his mediatorial crown: not one of them can be lost* 
This is impossible. Hence he glories of them, ^' Behold, I, and the 
c^dren whom the Lord hath given me."..*.Isa. viii. 18. Hence 
they are distinguished by special grace; they possess the gift of 
precious faith, ^ called the faith of God's elect,"....Tit. i. l....it being 
peculiar to them only. By this they enjoy the sense of the Father's 
etewtiong love, the knowledge of tiie Son's redemption, and the 
-edmfortiiig witnesss of the Holy Ghost. 

- One of the most excellent of all humsm compositions ; full of truth 
Md sweetness^ and well wotthy the constant study of evGry christian^ 
' fir iht \Tth Article of the church of England..^.^ Predestination to 
'Hfe H the f*¥ei4asting purpose of God, whereby (before the foundations 
itf the wwld were laid) he hath constantly decreed by his counsel, 
stfsvst to u«9 to deliver from curse and damnation those whom he 
httCh chosen in Christ, out •of mankmd, and to bring them by Christ 
t^ittveilastliig salvation, as vessels made to honor: wherefore they 
irhich be endued withao excdlentabenefit of God, be called according 
to God's purpine, by his Spirit working in doe season. They, through 
grace, obey the calling; 4hey he j^s^tified freely; made sons of God 
by adoption ; made like the image of Jesus Christ, they walk religi- 
ously in good works, and at length, by God's mercy they attain ever- 
lasting felicity.' " Hold fast the form of sound words."....2 Tim. i. 13. 
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Tlierqfdre all things zvhatsoeven you zcauld that men should 
do unto you^ do ye even so to them ; for this is the law 
and the prophets. ...Matt. vii. 12. 

It is an observation of the Heathens, that ^ if virtue was to 
appear in human fomiy men would be enamoured with her beauty*!^ 
But, alas! this has been proved to be an idle speculation* Fof that 
glorious man Jesus, in- whom every virtue centered, who was. 
adorned with every grace; who went about doing good, and lived 
as never man did, yet '^ he was despised and rejected of men*" 
Blindness of mind is a first-bom sin* To see form and comeliness- 
in Jesus, is peculiar to enlightened souls. To hear, love, and obey 
the holy precepts Christ taught, ariseth from a renewed heart* 
Morality and good works are at the tongue's end of every man* The 
most immoral and profligate are ever ready to applaud, to boast o^ 
and to trust in, even what they never practise* It is a certain truth, 
they boast most of their works who have the smallest share of them. 

It is the christian's mercy that he is not only delivered from such 
awful delusion ; but what Jesus taught outwardly, in word, is. wrote . 
inwardly in his heart by the power of the Spirit* Therefqire (^>edience 
is delightful from inward principles* Though he is not called to . 
merit the love of God by his moral obedience, yet love is the sweeti 
constraining principle to moral observances*" '^ Love is the fulfilling, 
of the whole law*"- As ''whatever is not of &ith is sin," sowhateveF 
proceeds not from love, is contrary to holiness* An immoral 
christian is as inconsistent a character as a chaste harlot* Heath^ia 
might talk of the golden rule ; the law may command it; the prqpheta 
may instruct in the nature of it; natural men may pretend to admire 
it ; but heavenly instructed, believing souls only, are eniibled to love 
it in the spirit of their minds, and to obey it in their life and practice* 

Verily, disciple, though Jesus gave no laws, by the fulfilling oC. 
which thou shouldest obtain a title to eternal life; yet he, who 
fulfilled all righteousness for thy salvation, calls thee to love and 
obey his precepts* The moral precepts of Jesus are as much enjoined - 
by him as when he says " Come unto me alt that »e heavy laden, 
and I will refresh you*" In obeying this we find comfort to our soul. 
In observing the golden rule of morality, we bear a noble testimony 
to the honor of Jesus, to the glory of God, and to the good of our 
fellow-creatures* It behoves us to beware lest Jesus " is wounded - 
in the house of his friends," tod the wiqr of truth be evil spoken of, 
by a contrary conduct ; for, saith Jesus, " Ye are my friends, if ye 
do whatsoever I command you*"«*..jQhn xv« 14. 
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Lei us therefore come boldly to the throne ofgrace. Hat we 
may obtain mercy, and Jind grace to help in every time 
of need....Heb. iv. 16. 




Very few, comparatively) of the subjects of an earthlr imlarch 
mre permitted free access to majesty. This is too high aA honor to 
be made common. EJngs' courts are for the noble and eminent* 
The poor and destitute, the miserable and distressed have no admis* 
sion there ; but, ye poor, ^stressed subjects of Jesus, the King of 
kings, it is not thus with you* Your King, though ever on a thronCf 
where majesty and glory shine with the brightest lustre, yet grace, 
mercy, and kindness are freely dispensed to needy souls. Hither 
you are invited to come ; yea, more, fo come boldly. Why ? 
Because you are ^' rich, and increased in goods, and have need of 
nothing I" Nay, but because your King knows you are ^* poor and 
miserable, blind and naked creatures in yourselves" day after day. 
Nothing to present to your King to procure his favor... .nothing to 
bring, which deserves his acceptance of you. But he loves your 
persons, and has riches for your poverty, eye-salve for your blindness, 
a' garment for your nakedness, a robe for your rags, and mercy for 
your misery ; yea, a heaven of grace for your hell of deserts. 
. Your Mediator with his blood, your High Priest with his much 
incense, always intercedes. There can be no period of your life 
but what is a time of need. Who has obtained all the mei'cy? 
Who has found all the grace which csm be dispensed from this 
thrcmeF Thou art still a sinner, and wantest mercy and grace; thou 
hast still need of both; -and as thou findest thy want of mercy, thy 
need of grace, hither thou mayest always repair with boldness; 
here thou mayest ever expect a rich supply ; for God the Father, 
is the fountain of grace and mercy ; Jesus thy Saviour, is the trea- 
surer ; ^^ All fulness of grace dwells in him ;" the Spirit, .the com- 
forter, is the dispenser of mercy and grace* Why then, O soul, 
that backwardness, that shyness, which too, too often hangs upon 
thee? What privilege so great? what encouragement so strong? 

** Come with boldness," yet consistent with awe and reverence. 
Boldness of faith is grounded on something without a man, on nothing 
in him ; not on the fervent heart of love, the bleeding heart of 
repentance, die active life of obedience, the suffering mind of patience ; 
but faith fixes on Jesus, and the believer comes with an empty heart 
and hand to be filled with the free gifts of grace. He may come with 
boldness of speech to Jesus as his friend and brother, freely to pour 
his complaints into his loving heart, and to tell him of all his sorrows* 
Sweetest encouragement from the friend of sinners ! ^^ Come unto 
me all ye that labour a^d are heavy laden," (most blessed promise !) 
^^ and I will give you rest«"....Matt« xi. 28* 
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Unto you zoho believe y he is precious.... I Pet. ii. 7. 






We are loved with precious lov?; redeemed by precious 
illood; comforted by precious promises ; justified by precious 
7AITH: yea, righteousness, holiness, heaven, we have all by union 
with a precious Jesus. Surely then, ^ to them that believe be i» 
precious." / 

Say, ye sons and daughters of |>overty and afiliction, is not thit 4 
time when friends grow cool and desert you ? But in such a season^ 
did you find one friend who visited you in your distress.*»«waa eve< 
saying kind things to you««..ever dcmig all possible good for you»**« 
when in prison, he sought you out, and set you at liberty..»»when aick 
he was your physician and healed you«.-when naked he clothed y-piUim 
when in abject poverty he made you rich.—thus was always pleased 
when he could make you easy and happy..**say, is not this a friend erf 
ten thousand ? a friend who sticketh closer than a brother? Is not 
such a one precious indeed? 

All this, and infinitely move than ail this, hath Jesus dtmt for a poot 
wretched race of sinners. Therefore he is indeed to theiOy a precious 
^ Frieyid, who loveth at all times : the precious brother, who is borft 
for adversity. "••••Prov. xvii. 1 7. ^ Jesus Christ is the ^ami yesterdajFf 
to-day, and for ever**' Precious in what he hath done y£8terday•H^ 
shed his blood for ^he guilty ••.« wrought out a rigfateausoess to clotiiit 
the naked soul. To-day he is pleading our cause before the throne^ 
where ^^he ever lives. to save to the uttermost all them that casacc 
unto God by him«".«..Heb. viu 35« He is making love-^vittts, ftendiipg' 
kind tokens, refreshing manifestations of his favor, causing poor. 
hearts to rejoioe in him, filling them with peace and comfort through: 
him. . O he is inestimably precious in what he is doing, and in what im- 
will do; for Jesus will never leave one of his members Ult he hat 
brought them all safe through a wicked world, given them the victorf 
over sin, Satan, and death, and lodged their precious souls in the amstft 
flf his embraces ; ^ for where I am, there shall all my servaota \»9*f^ 
aaith our loving Saviour. O who can say hew infinitely preca^mic 
Jesus is to the saints above ! This we must die to know. Tliough 
"now we know but in part, md speak but in part;" yet what we4##Oi) 
and know by &ith, w« can say, ^ he is precious indeed/' '•:i 

. However distressing our circumstances te sense «md foelkig^.f€t,' 
his eye seeth us, his heart ef love is towards us, he is Immamiel,XMl 
with us. Are we sick«of sin ? he is ;Our physieian. Is-stn our bcirdcBf 
he is our mighty deliverer. Do«h the few accuse and condeniii t»*. 
he is the Loan our Ri-cHTEousxfis?. Dolustand corrttptioni<elMl' 
against us? he is ontr sanctifiootjicm* Do the wtyrid, sin, and Satai% 
threaten our 4iesl»!uctimi hek j£ sirs, our Bartourytntrsaivafion; •«# 
ALL and in ALL....Col. iii.'ll. ■ ' 
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Who hath saved us, and called us zvith a holy calling.... 
2 Tim. i. 9. 

Such as our natural notions of sin and danger are^ such is our 
judgment of salvation and deliverance* In our natural state we see 
only the fnxrts of sin in outward actions? hut consider not the corrupt, 
cursed root from whence they spring. Hence poor souls thinks it no 
great and difficult matter to he saved : especially if they have some spe* 
doud shew of the external adorning^ of sobriety, morality, and religion* 
Happy souls, who have escaped this dangerous rock of pride and self- 
deceit ! for when the scales of ignorance fall from the eyes, and the 
veil of unbelief is taken off the heart; when the true light shineth in 
the mind, and the purity and spirituality of God*s holy law is made 
manifest in the conscience, then the sinner sees his state truly despe- 
rate. Sin appears exceeding sinful ; justly deserved hell and wrath 
are most dreadful ; and most deplorable of all, he finds he must utteriy 
sink into despair, and perish, for any thing he is able to do to save his 
soul* ^ God be merciful to me a sinner!" is the cry of his heart, 
^ In that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book ; and the eyes 
of the blind shall see out of obscurity," saith the Lord.*..Isa* xxix* 1 8* 
The book of God's eternal counsel shall be disclosed ; his purpose and 
decree of salvation shall be made known by his revealed truth to the 
h^art; the joyful sound of salvation by Jesus shall be heard in the 
scFul, and the poor sinner shall see Christ's finished work as his only 
hope* Love presided in the counsel* Grace shall reign to salvation. 
The gospel trumpet sounds reconciliation toungodly sinners, salvation 
tor lost souls* Their good works produced it not ; their sins, however 
numerous and great, ishall not deprive them of it* We are first saved, 
then called to Imow it, and glorify God for it* 

When called with an effectual calling to Jesus, by the word and 
power of the Spirit, we possess and enjoy hope in God, and comfort 
ffotn him* Effects prove their cause* A bold, confident assurance 
* that I am elected, I know my sins are pardoned,' is not of the essence 
0f gospel faith, or that applies the comforts of gospel salvation to 
the soul; but election to salvation is made manifest by '^a holy 
calUng*.** Paul did not only confidently assert he was an apostle ; 
but, says he, " truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among 
you."o«*3 Cor. xii. 13. And verily, disciple, if thou art saved in 
purpose^ and decree from eternity, redeemed by Jesus in time, 
effectual vocation is the consequence ; whereby thou art called to the 
knowledge of a holy Saviour by a holy fjedth ; art a partaker of a holy 
nature, and wilt « shew thy faith'by thy wtorks*" Inward purity of 
heart and outward holiness of life wilfever be the study and joy of thy 
soul* . <^ Without holines^^ no qnoi shall see the Lor4*"*.«*Heb* xii* 1 4'* 

Vol. I. K 
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Striving against sin....Heb. xii. 4. 

< What poor, low, legal work is this ?* say some* * We are happy 
in Christ without such a strife. *....* We are perfect, folly bom againy 
perfectly sanctified and freed from all sin ; therefore our strife is at 
&n end,' say others. Alas ! poor, honest, lipright christian^ thou art 
ever in danger ; on the right hand, of licentiousness ; 'on.^the left hand^ 
of pride and dehision^ ffoA also ffom a deceitfolheart within* -Wkal; 
with the white devil of pride, and the black devil of lust, /thou art ever 
•liable to be seduced from the truth. , What a- mercy to have avtirQe 
touchstone to try men and doctrines by I The experience of chrittiMis 
of old, as recorded by the Spirit of truth,. affords us quitci different 
sentiments of the influence of gospel-grace*. v . ^ 

' The regenerate soul being rest<M»d to the life asd love of God by 
the£dth of Jesus, ever, while it is imprisonie^' in the body ^ is.suiv 
rounded, witiun and without, with foes of every kind* These, like 
mighty combatants, strive and fight Sigainst> its \rest, holiness, ftnd 
comfort* Here the christian, under the influence of the Spirit) 
cannot, will npt dare be passive to suffix sin, in its tyrannising nature, 
to lord it over him: but he will be active; fighting, . s^ving^' wrest- 
ling against his bosom inmate, his worst fee^ : in-dwelling sin* , It 
reflects a dishonor upon the author and lihe grace of- futh» io suppose 
that it leaves the soul in an idle lund of Wfdting^ of ^nelancholy sitting 
Btill ; of that it can be satisfied with oamal gratifications^ £uad sensusi 
delights of a perishing worid* Not being alive to God, possessing 
the faith of Jesus, we shali strive for the mastery^ imd be temperatic 
in all things* Our very aighs and. gr(ians)'>.9QQ«ible we^nesa.aad 
heaviness, evidence our conflicta and atrugg][e»$ pur^^ to Jesualor 
strength proves our wisdom^ and fprebodoaouf viotfi^Tcs o«f j^atient 
enduring, subnlissive waiting, steady , persevering, aod t'Quistaiit 
striving, till deliverance, perfect deliveraaco ia graQ^df ^ttew-Aat 
^we have the mind of Christ!%**^the life of Chri9^«**ijbhe'Sp»nk/.of 
Christ; that we are the beloved bnethren^ of Christ, and that .aoon 
(vre shall be for ever with Christ* • » , >. . vr; ^ .- 

Now the Lord's promise is, << I will .drive outvyou? foes*b)r.>little 
and little." In a very, very short time, (Ofhrifstian, Hft up tl^ head 
.with joy, thy redemption draweth nigh) the joyful sound of perfect 
victory shall be proclaimed, ^ and the enemies you !thi» dayi see, feel^ 
and (froan under, strive and fig^agsua^iyou AM ftee themr.no^ 
more for ever."- ■ :,)i . ■: ,-.- ,.; . ;r..'.v» 



rot 



Loid» I esteem thy jndsneqtMsfhty l/lifSMii we |»oa8t pe|^(iec;^ion l^qiy^ 
And sU thy ttfttttes jiut: > Whilie sin defiles our frame ; 

Irhoice I maintain a constant fight And^slnki oar virtties down so htg 
With ev*rj flatfring lost* They scarce deserve the name. 
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My voice shalt thou hear in the mornings O Lord ; in the 
morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look 
vp....Psalm V. 3. 

• 

'rlirrtkeljord we allliYe, mover And have our being; therefore 
it.iB tlie indispeiisabte- duty of all men to call upon the name of the 
Ixsd in prayer* i' But what is a duty from nature and reason, is 
esteemed a ridi privilege^ an inestioiable blessing, -by the children of 
geacei: The pourinip-ottt ofthe Spirit of grace uid supplication, it 
cmftflf those spixiliusl blessmgB wherewith they 'are blessed in Christ 
Jcnuhr iiithe>exe»cise of this, saints in all ages have experienced 
sweet^&lJkMrshipiand communion with God, and have been indulged 
with many mercies which they sought for from him. ^^And this it 
theicdnfidence^ that we- have in Jesus, that if we ask ant rsjNa 
•tiGcndingtokis^U^' hehearetkus.' m;.1 John v. 14« 

Thisduty seems to be the first employ of David's heart. Hebegaa 
the day in prayers' as soon as his eyes were faVored with the tnoming 
light, he directedihem to look up unto the Lord : after his tongue had 
btca l0Bked^p iti silent sleep,' thct first sound of his voice breaks 
in&k' in'addresip to Ms God.. Why is- this holy man's practice 
7eoorded^ Ooobtleasit was written for our instruction; to remind us 
tiaft it is sweet to begin the day with GoA^ Better to go irovot a throne 
o^ffracei^^iMa tibe business of life, than after worldly concerns have 
intraded oft our minds. - Wisest t(i seek and serve ouc best friend firsts. 
But'is not this an affectkig truth I Though a throne of grace is ever 
mooessMe; though- believers -are dways acceptable thereto in Christ; 
thoitgh we hains'the greatest encouragements to draw nigh to God; 
tiicfugh we-have bo many s^ong corruptions, powerfid lusts, uid sinful 
fmisions, ever ready to' breakout, yet that we should be so often beset 
wi«i backwardness tapn^er! May we not justly charge many of th^ 
slips -and-miilearriageefflins and failings, the breakings forth of our 
• ui^hN»ly tempera, 'to the neglect- of this, duty I How carefully oughtest 
thou^-O'SOul^to' begin the day with seek&ig the power of the spirit 
to enable thee to*mortify thy ^ins, and to live unto €k)d.. Thou com- 
{Aidnest of deadness-and barrenness of soul^ who can enliven and 
inidLe Aee fhntfvri but^e dear Lord whom thou neglectest to cry 
imto? If thine outward walk is a reproadi unto thee, if the peace of 
fhy mind is frequently ruffled and disturbed throu^ want of peace 
abd power item Jesus, doth not thy closet testify against thee, a» 
too much neglected J May. not this accusation be jusUy chiu'ged 
upon us? " Ye have not, because ye ask not."....James iv. 2. But 
our 'beloved invites ; his command is for our blessing. ^^ Ask and ye 
shall receive, that your joy may be fiill."...«John xvi» 24.. 
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But ye have not so learned Christ s if so be that ye have 
^ heard hiniyMnd have been taught by him, as the truth is 
in Jesus....Eph. iv. 20, 21. 

Jesus, the great prophet of his church, speaks to the hearts of 
his members. This is his superior excellence to all othet prophets^ 
for they can only speak to the ear*. To attend a preached gospel is 
our constant duty. But all our profit and happiness arise from heair- 
ing the Saviour's voice to our spulSf Under the outward ministry^ 
inwardly to listen to the teachings, of his Lord, should be every chris* 
jtian's concern I Many cry, O what an excellent preacher! what a 
charming sermon? But why? . . Didst thou hear Jesus speak? did he 
t^ach? hast thou heard somewhat from htm? Thou knowest, disciple^ 
though a Paul plants, though an Apollos waters, yet it is the Saviour's 
presence and power that give the increase of &ith, lotre^ peace, and 
joy.»«*It is . , 

So the Saviour is pleased to teach ; so disciples love to learn* 
Then is it well with the soul; for it refuseth to act and walk after 
the course of this present evil world; for he says, the Saviour hatfa 
jtaught me better. Why does he take pain^ to teach me the love of 
hia cross? Why hath he instructed me in the truths of his s^vatipn? 
Why hath he made known to my poor heart the unsearchable riches 
gf his grace, reden^ption in his blood, forgiveness of jsins, acceptance 
irith God, and peace and love from him ? And do I possess '^a good 
hope through grace," that as verily as I have learned Christ, heaid 
him, been taught by him, a)g4 know the truth as in him, I shall sooa 
be with him* After aU this, can I walk in the vanity of my mind? 
can I turn aside from the free-grace truths of the gospel, to have my 
teeth set on edge with the sour grapes of corrupt human systems ? 
Or canst thou ever think, disciple^ that the liberty, pf the Spirit tends 
to licentiousness of the flesh, or that grace niakes sin less hateful; or 
that a holy walk, and obedient life, doth not flow from the doctrines 
v^d teachings of our Saviour? Surely, thou, must know, that as the 
,tvrork of Jesus.' life and death was to justify sinners, so the teaching 
of his Spirit is to sanctify them. And verily if this is done inwardly 
,on thy soul, it will be evidenced outwardly on thy life, in separatii^ 
thyself as a holy vessel, meet for the master's use, from all sensuality 
and uncleanness ; in ^^ putting oS the old man with his deeds^" and in 
serving our God and Saviour ^^ in newness of the Spirit^ and not in the 
.oldness of the letter. "••••Rom* vii. 6* 

■ * . . " • 

Order my footsteps by tUy word, A holy fel]pwship» with thee» 

" And make my heart sincere j My Lorid, may l enjoy : 

Let sin have no dotninion, Lord, Thus 1 may ever learn to be, 

B^tkeep.m7C0Iuci«Ilc• clear. Dead to all sinfU joy. Kf«' 
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^^Thtrefofe the redeemed of the Ijord shaU return and come 
with singing to Zion^ and everlasting jo^ shall be upon 
their head ; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrozo 
and mourning shall jlee away,..Jsa. li. 11. 

«( A GOOD word maketh the heart glad*"**.*Prov* xii. 25* This 

•is true of the good word of gospel-g^ce* Unscriptural notkms of 

eonditional grace and salvation deject the spirits of sensible sinners* 

Cod's free-gprace declarations and absolute promises revive the hearts 

of contrite ones. Man's ifk, suppositions, and peradventures^ tend 

-to counteract God's s halls and wills, his gracious purposes and 

" loving determinations. Where the word of a king is, there is power : 

' ^ And who may say unto him, what dost thou ?"....£cc]es. viii. 4. In 

the word of Jehovah there is almighty power: ^He doth according 

'to his vrill in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 

earth: none can stay his hand, or say unto him. What dost thou?" 

••..Dan. iv. 35. 

God's I WILL and you shall, are the stay, the strength, the 
-food of faith. It is the joy of believing hearts to set their seal to 
•God's free promises, and say, Amen, so be it. The arm of the 
Lord, the strength of Jehovah, which hath done wonders of old, is 
hot shortened that it cannot save ; that is our mercy. It is, it ever 
■ will be stretched forth in power ; that is our comfort. Every redeemed 
'ioul "shall return to mount Sion, to the general assembly of the 
■ church of the first-bom, which are enrolled in heaven ; and to God, 
■the Judge of all ; and to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, 
krtd to the blood of sprinkling. "....Hebi'jcii. 23. 
' All the objects of the Father's love are the subjects of the Son's 
redemption, and shall be partakers of the Spirit's power and conso- 
lation. In returning to Jesus they shall find rest, and peace, and 
joy. By the sprinkling of his blood, sorrow and mourning flee away 
•from their consciences. Then how sweetly, how joyfolly do we sing 
the song of Moses ?..#.£xod. xv. 1 ••..'< The Lord is my strength and 
itty song: he is become....what? even my salvation," &c. How 
comfortably do our souls join the triumphant song of the victorious 
^Liimb.»..Rev. i. 5....'' Unto him that loved us, and washed us from 
' our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 
'God, and his Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and 
j|?ver.- Amen." What strong consolation! what foil assurance is 
proclaimed from the mouth of the tiOrd ! Every sentence contains a 
SHALL ; not it may be, but it shall be. Sinners feel the power of 
grace, which melts hearts of stone into flesh ; saints feel the comfort 
of love, which turns mournful penitents into joyfol souls. <^ All 
things are oi God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus 
Christ. "..hS Cor. V. U* 
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Folhiv peace teUK all mBn,^and holiness, without which -ne 
man shall seethe Lord.,..Heb. xii. 14. 

- i . • • .. * ,. 

" He that believeth shall be saved." This is the immutable 
deci^ee of the God of truth. As no mto shall see the Lord without 
holiness,. £o no man can .be hcdy without faith in Jesus. Eut this^ 
IS: the peculiar Uessedness. of every believer, he is holy, he is.<^ 8aoo4 
tified by. faith which is in Christ Jesus. -'.... Acts* xxvi.. 18. All 
such are. ^^ called to be saintSt"«.««l Cor. i. ^—.called to holiness of 
life and conversation* There are no holy unbelievers, nor unhpl]^ 
believers. Gospel^xhortations are, suited to the spiritual state of 
regenerate souls. They are subjects of the Prince of Peace; arc; 
at peace, with God through our Lord, Je&us Christ. . As .agreeable to 
their character, to the will of God, and to the peace of their ^wn 
minds, they are ever to. study and endeavor to fellow peace witb^ 
all men,, consistent with iaith and a good conscience. . So of helinesa ;i 
being holy members of the holy Jesus, beloved chilili^eq of a holy: 
God, subjects of a holy Spirit, called by a holy gospel, partakers of 
a hol^ faith, heirs of a. holy kingdom ; , therefore all th^ way of their 
journey, thither they , are to follow ]ipline^s« Ps^rtaking . of the root o{ 
holiness, by , union with. Jesus, all the fruits of holiness spring* 
Christ Js the way whereiQ life are to walk: qonformity to his io^agA 
is the delight of new-bor^ i^oqls; but we are subjects of a. nature- 
wfaich is averse to this. ^Stil) we know that holiness and ■ happiness^ 
ar^ ever inseparable. Holiness i§ our vocation, our busines9» and 
is ever, to be our constant aim; though not to recommend us to God 
to procure his favor,. oi; as ^4^ condition of our acceptance' in his^ 
iiight, .but that we may olorify him V who hath made us accepted 
in .the beloveds" 

jSalnts are, not ^toind^^lge themselves on the bed of sloth, dream, 
of J)eaven, . big with hopes of, a fool's paradise, and vainly wish to 
cast. themselves out of Delilah's lap. of worldly pleasures an4 sinful 
g^atificatipns., into Abraham's bosom of heavenly joys: but we are 
studiously to avoid ^yery thing which is contrary to the nature pf .tru&r 
holuiesS) ^d.ever to be. diligent in. the use of suoh means, •'ijv'hich,. 
through the powe^^ of the Holy Spirit, m$iy increase, oui*. love of 
hoUness,, and caus^ us to abound in the practice o( it*.. Tyue* w^ 
havjs ionui^er^t^le ene:mies froni within anc^. •without to pppofse piir 
progress in hqUness. ,Sq much the. more need of diligence . i^iA . 
activity^. We. kr^w that the deUcious fruits of hfippiiiiess^gifow onty 
in thi^. paths of hpline^; and the Lord's strength, whjich is foF vsf is 
greater than all that is against us. Ever remember % thrcMie of gi^m 
is always open to us, and we are exhorted to draw nigh to God withi 
boldness. Great and precious promises are given us* AU &re toi.- 
encourage us '^ to serve God without fear in holiness and righteous^ 
ness before him all the days of our life."..».Luke i* 74, 75*. 
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If ye keep my commandments , ye shall abide in my love: 
even as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide 

in his love.,.. John XV. \0. 

,-.••■ . ■ 

Do any reproach us concerning our hope of eternal life, lliat 
we do not expect it by free grace and promise only, but clogged with 
teriiis and conditions which we must fulfil? Do they say we are 
only dreaming legalists, under the legal yoke, and not Christ's free- 
men ? We answer,«.We not only talk of, but we enjoy Christy we 
do not merely prate about faith, but we partake of its power; not 
only hear of* love described, but we feel its influence ; not barely 
look for saivation from sin, but we enjoy it by the faith of Jesus now ; 
-and wc'know that we shall partake of salvation with eternal glory* 
For he who never spoke one word in vain, hath pronounced of all 
his members, '^ As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you. 
Continue ye in my love." And die loving heart of Jesus is so set 
upon- our being always happy, that he directs us how to act, so as 
4Bonstantly to abide in the sweet sense of his love; that so we may 
enjoy stiU' g^reater measures of it in our hearts* If ye keep my 
commandments, so shall it be with you* 

Jesus ever abode in his Father's love; this he manifested by 
doing the Father's will, and keeping his commandments* In his 
woik of obedience he received this testimony from the Father, ^^ This 
is my wel\-beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased*" So Abraham 
had this blessed witness borne him by the Lord* '^ Now I know 
thou fearest God*" And also a repetition of the grand promise 
^;iv^n him upon the obedience of his fidiih**.*Gen* xxii* 15**.18* 
•- -' So also shall disciples find the testimony of the comforting Spirit^ 
ijti the way of keeping the commandments of Jesus. Though not 
for, yet '^ in keeping thy commandments there is great reward*".*** 
Psalm six* 11* This David well knew by happy experience* So 
wntft do experience* 

Faith -and love are the commandments of Jesus* To believe ini 
rdympooy confide and trust in the Lord Jesus from hour to hour, 
thiff is to honot him* To love God and one another as his children, 
is the true badge of the disciples of the loving Saviour ; this is to 
ob^ Mm* The more loving feith, and faithful love to Jesus abide 
in ear hearts, so much the more will peace, conisolation, and joy be 
tncreaeed in our souls* 

r .Do any deem this legality ? May the God of grace fill our beartai 
vnth' such legaKty day by day! so shall we be truly evangelised. 
f^!Aeye havethe^efi^re received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in 
huhttoeted «nd built up in him, and established in the fidth, as ye have 
lieen taiight, abounding therdin with thanksgiving*'^*«.Col* ii* 6| 7* ■ 
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The King* s daughter is all glorious within ; her clothing u 
of wrought gold... .Psalm xVf. 13. 

Thus Jehovah, the sovereign Lord of all, who '^ calleth things 
that be not, as though they were," speaketh by his Spirit of his 
church. By the pen of the royal prophet, the Lord describes the 
beauty and glory of all his members* They are viewed by God the 
Father, from all eternity, in Christ Jesus the heavenly bridegroom. 
They are beloved and chosen in him— >^ saved in the Lord Jesus 
with an everlasting salvation.".«-Isa« xlv. \7. They are made all 
glorious within ; without, they are most richly clothed. 

What the church is viewed from eternity, that each member is 
destined to, and shall be made in time. For the establishing and com* 
fort of our faith and hope, which is in God, here is a sweet, a near 
and dear relation spolten of, and which ever subsists: the church is 
the King of glory's daughter, ^ the Lamb's wife,"....Rev. xxi. 9...« 
according to the immutable law of love, which, like the laws of the 
Medes and Persians, changeth not* Therefore she shall possess 
and enjoy her portion and dowry, which is designed for her. Though 
in herself she is black and deformed, yet is she most gloriously 
arrayed with the perfect comeliness which Jesus puts upon her...* 
Ezek. xvi* 14. But she knows not of, nor glories in this outward 
dothing, till she is all glorious within. When the blessed Spirit 
bath quickened, enlightened, and possessed the soul, of the rich 
graces of faith and love, then in a holy triumph of heavenly joy and 
ecstacy she cries outf ^ I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul 
shall be joyful in my God ; far he hath clothed me with the garments 
ofsalvadcm, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as 
a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adometK 
herself with her jewels, &c"....Isa. Ixi. 10. 

' Thus the righteousness, the perfect righteousness of Jesus is out 
clothing; like gold for its value and purity ; like wrought gold, beingf 
the work of the life of Jesus, to an exact conformity of the perfisct 
law. Our inward glory lies in the graces of the Holy Spirit, in the 
hidden man of the heart* By the former, we have a title to glory ; hf- 
the latter, we have evidence of interest in, and meetness ^ the 
kingdom. Thus faith's views are struck from the impresson of the 
royal signet of God's word* Woe to licentious tongues, who would 
deprive the church of her inward glory and holiness* Woe to 
those sacrilegious hands of Pharisees, who would strip the churdt 
of her glorious robe of imputed righteousness. ^Fot, saith the 
Lord, I will be unto her a waU of fire round about, and will he thfe 
glory in the midst of her. He that toucheth you, toudieth the 
apple of his eye."*.**Zech* ii. 5*»»8. * «* 
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Again he Umiteth a certain day^ sayingi To^dagfy if ye will 
hear his voice. ...Heb. iv. 7. 

No manrel, that among other devices of Satan to Eatress 
aisneray and cause them to despab of God's mercies io Christ JeaitSt 
he urges this also, ^ Your da^y of grace is past, the time of jrour 
visitation is ended.' Hence many poor souls hare been drore to 
theii^ wits end* And have not some preachers been . so too, who 
have increased such persons fears by speaking in a most unscriptura' 
manner on this point? But such are the effects of human systems^ 
and free-will notions, with their offers of Christ, their proffers of 
graces I heard one declare, * This is the last offer; if it is not 
]io w accepted, eternal damnation will be the inevitable consequence.' 
Does thus preaching hell and damnation make converts to Jesus 7 
From such harah, unwarrantable declaratioQs, these unscriptural 
conclusions have been drawn by sensible sinners, < that they have 
trithatood the offers of mercy, and their day of grace is for ever 
inded y and that there is no place for repentance, though they sedi 
it carefully with tears*' 

'. Most injurious thoughts of a God of love! most dishonorable 
thou^ta of precious Jesus i Never was any sensible sinner half so 
willing to be saved from wrath as Jesus was to suffer wrath for 
»nners« Never was any weary, heavy-laden sinner, half so willing 
lo come to Jesus as he is to receive him. *^ The Lord is long* 
suffering, not willing that any should perish, but that all should 
•ome to repentance."....2 Pet. iii. 9. Therefore he hath limited a 
certain day ; the day of gospel-light and salvatt(»i ; the day of glad 
tidinga to poor sinners. In the day of his power, his people are 
made willing to trust to Jesus' blood and righteousness ; to come tq 
kis feet, claim him as their king, and submit to his laws and goverur 
ttient. Hia vmce of grace is first heard in his word: .when that is 
l^elieved in the heart, his voice of love is heard in the souK While 
Ifae gospeL is proclaimed, God's arms and heart are open to sinners ) 
the chiefost and vilest sinners out of hell. His word assures, ^' the 
^ect hare obtained, and .the rest were blinded. "f...Rom. xi. 7m«« 
But who Jblinds them? Not the God of love. No; ""^ the God (^thii» 
world blinds the eyes of those that believe not."....3 Cor. iv. 4.m. 
"VV^ho hardens them? Not a God of gnu:e; f^ but they are hardened 
^trough the deceitfiilness of ain." Ol if any sinner's heart is soft 
ipid yielding to Jesus' love and salvation, <* this is the Lord's doings 
md it i». marvellous, in our eyea." How kmg hath he waited to be 
gradouatothcei Remember thy past conduct with shame; think 
on thy present state with gratitude; look forward with .hope; hear 
Ids voice with joy; come to him with boldness;. ^ walk worthy cf 
the vocation wherewith thou art called«"««f«£plM !?• L 
Vol. L L 
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And now. Lord, what ivaitlfor? My hopcis in thec^m 
Psalm xxxix. 7. 

What a blessing is inward composure of mind ! How delightful 
an exercise is waiting upon the Lord 1 What a profitable privilege i» 
prayer! How happy the soul whose hope is in Godi These are all 
Che sweet attendants upon, and promoted by the grace of faith in 
Christ Jesus. While that grows strcmg in the souU we are miore 
lively and comfortable* Hence the disciple's petition, ^^ Lord, 
increase our faith," is daily needful. Then it. is well with the soul- 
when it is enabled to make this solemn appeal to its Saviour,. 
* Thou, Lord, knowest what I long for, what I wait for, even the 
spiritual blessings of thy kingdom, to be more inwardly transformed 
into thine image, to be more perfectly obedient to thy will, .and. to 
obtain a more complete victory over my worst foes, sin, Satan, and thq 
world.' 

Verily the heavenly-instructed soul knows, that all this is of God- 
by Jesus Christ ; and that the contrary to all tliis is from the lusts that 
dwell in him, and the evils that surround him: therefore God alone 
is his hope* His hope is not in his graces, his feelings, his frames, 
his comforts, but in the God of all grace....not in the stresuns, but 
in the fbuntain—.not in what he has received, but in the infinite 
fulness which is treasured up in Jesus for the needy. Hope of 
salvation in Jesus is our helmet. Faith guards the heart; hope 
fortifies the head; hence the christian lifts up his head in the day 
of battle, and in the hour of temptation. His head being armed, he 
dreads not divine wrath, Satan's terrors, nor the law's threatenings. 

Thou man of God, consult not thy carnal reason; consider not 
thy body, which is dead, because of sin ; but know thpit the Spirit 
is life, because of righteousness. Though the law is weak through 
the flesh, yet- grace reigns; and through gospel-grace thou hast 
great and preciou> promises to encourage thee to hope confidently ; 
and the omnipotent power of the Spirit to work in thee, to make 
thee go on cheerfully, wliile Jesus is the stay of thine heart to 
uphold and strengthen thee. Fear not; only believe; greater is 
Jesus than all thine enemies. " Stronger is he who is for us, than 
all that are against us." Verily thou shalt not be disappointed of thy 
hope, seeing it is in the Lord. Where Jesus is the object of fidth, 
and the anchcff of hope is cast within the vail, that soul shall safely and 
comfortably weather out every storm, and shall assuredly obtain the 
haven of eternal rest. By faith we possess the promises ; hope expects 
the perfect fulfilment of them; in waiting we renew our strength* 

My fainting flesh had dy'd with ^ief, Wait on the Lord; ye trembling sainti. 

Had not my soul beiiey*d And keep your courage up ; 

To see thjr grace provide relief j Hell raise your spirit when it faiHtlf * 

Nor w88 xny hope deceiv'd. And far exceed yonr hope. 
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Neither pray I for these ahne, but for them also that shall 
believe in me through their word.... John xvi. 20. 

What a rich fund of comfort is here for every believer in the 

Xiamb ! hi» loving h^art was not contracted, nor his eyes of com* 

•passion confined to the little flock now with him ; but he looked 

fcrward in love, his bowels of tender mercy yearned over, and his 

innocent tongue pleads in behalf of all the tender lambs of his floek, 

through all succeeding ages, in every period of time- Yea, ere they 

had a being in the world, or faith in their hearts, they had an mterest 

in Je^s' prayers, for they were given to him by the Father. 

Methinks one hears some poor doubting member of Jesus, saying, 

*" Ah, if I was but sure my worthless name was written in the Lamb's 

•book of life; if I could but know his heart of love was towards poor 

sinful ME ; that I was included in the happy catalogue of those Jesus 

prayed for, O how happy, how joyful should I be!' Here thy Lord 

■has answered thy request. Read it for the joy of thy heart, and 

for the establishing thy soul in faith and love. Hast thou heard the 

apostolic truth, salvation by Jesus Christ? Is it glad tidings to 

:thy heart? Dost thou believe in Jesus Christ as the only Saiiour of 

the lost and guilty, as the only hope for thy otherwise hopeless 

soul? If so, verily thou hast as much reason to conclude Jesus 

prayed for thee, as though thy name was wrote at fulM^igth in this 

very petition. Jesus prays for '< all who shall believe in. him through 

•the apostle's word." 

The whole of salvation is sure to all believers^ even the weakest 
c^ all, from the covenant, from Jesus, from the Spirit, and from 
the oath and promises of God. Though there is a sea of corruption 
and sin in thy nature ; a world of temptation around thee ; legions 
of devils in battle-array ag^ainst thy poor soul ; yet as thou hast, the 
iaith of God's elect in thine heart, be it ever so weak, thou art, 
possessed c^ a precious jewel, which is the inestimable gift of God's 
holy Spirit.. And verily, as sure as Jesus prayed this prayer unto 
his Father on earth, thou, evea thou, wast in his all-seeing eye ; 
'hadst a place in his loving heart, and hast aiv. interest in his finished 
'salvation: therefore he assured thou shalt most cestainlf be brought 
to glory, to- ascribe salvation to Ged and the Lamb, through the 
happy, happy age&of a never-ending etemiity. For so is the righteous 
challenge of our Saviour, ^' Father^ I will that they also whom 
thou hast given me, be with me where I am, that they may behold 
my glory ."....ver. 24. 

He lives ! he lives \ and si^ above, Faith ha9 an overcoming pow V^ 
For ever interceding theie ; It triumphs in a dying hour-; 

Who shall divide uafcom Chritt'ftlove, Christ is our life^ our joy».ow hope^ 
Or what shall tempt us to despair ? Nor can we sink with sucha prop. 
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Imli lift up mine eyes to the kiUsiJrcm whence comttk n^ 
help.,. .Psalm cxxi. 1. 

The most comfcMting subject to a sptritiial miiid» tbe most 
delightliil object to a spiritual efe, i$ ^ God in Christy itoofietlea 
to uft| not ino^uting trespasses unto us*" The hills aSbid tts «- 
pleasing idea of Jesus* As thejr are elevated parts of the saiht oartk ' 
ifith the lowest vaUefy so Jesus ^^ wasfaundil^thefashioiiasaittaii^ 
took on him the same nature^ and was in aU things like onto hfo 
brethren, ain onlf acxepted*" Wherelsre ^^ Qod hath highly exalted 
him» and given him a name above ererf name/'MtJ^hil. ii« 9. even 
the precious name JBsus,.the Saviour. We can netw dwell too' 
much upon the human form and humble appeannce of Jesus, while 
we entertain the most exalted ideas of his eternal power and God- 
head. ^ He bore our sins, and carried our somyws;*' all our hd^ 
is laid upon him ; all oiir hope is in him; and our hdlp'Gometh from 
him. And for the encouragement of £sdth, his ward assures us flf 
his love towards sinners, and his power to help thcsu 

Soldiers of Christ, what is your chief business on earth but to 
glorify God? What your daily work, but ^ to fight the Igeod fight: 
of fiaith^ and to lay hold on eternal life?" This is onr oaUiag^; the 
light of another day is vouchsafed us. But whither can we tUm our 
eyes, but enemies surround us on every side? Yea^ feom withm as 
W(bU as from without. And can we experience safety, or walk ik ■■ 
comfort, but while our eyes are up to Jesus? He is entered into 
heaven ^ to appear in the presence of God for QS.'/..«.Heb* ix. S4« 
He says to us, ^ Look unto xb, and be ye 8aved."MMlsa» xlv. $SU 

The sight of sin that dwelleth in us causeth dejection ; locking to 
our own righteousness and fended excellence, begets pride and vain 
confidence ; the power, and subtilty of that malicious sptrift, ^ the prinoo 
of the power of the air," is enough to make oOe tremble* Tbia> 
present evil world, with its honors, profits and {doasureSf isexacti|r 
sidted to our carnal nature^ Who can withstand its smiles, renounce 
its danMd children, and bear thdr reproaches ? Who is proof against 
these potent adversaries? Verily, with all knowledge veoeivec^ aJI 
inherent grace, all past experience, we shidl not be aUe to stand if 
we are not continually lifting up our eyes ^< looAcing to Jesus;** he 
only is our present help. We are kept by his mig^ity power t6 
salvation; but let us remember it is through Christ's exaltifig 

FAITH....1 Pet. i. 5. 

To heav'n I lift my waiting eyes ; Dear Saviour, let me find thy help* 
There all my hopes sre laid On thee my hops I plsoe^ . . 

The Lord that bailt the earth sndskie^ So shall I fight the fight of Hiik, 
Is my peipetaal aid. Andnmwithjoy myraoe. M. 
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Liet jftmr speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, 
that ye may knaiv hozvye ought to answer every man.... 
Col. iv. 6. 

^Thsrs shall not an iioof be left behind," wA meek Moaea to 
the atubbara m<»aarch« All that belonged to Gk>d'8 children must 
ge vith them lor hia aenrice. So the whole man; soul with all ita 
fiMsultiea^ body with all ita members^ Jesus claims for his glory and 
aervice. The tongue, though but a little member; words, though, 
btit aa wind; apeech, though but aa soi^id; yet the name, the work, 
the love, the giory of Jesua are hereby greatly advanced in the woridi 
Aa sak not only presenres from putre&ction, but seasons flesh with 
an agreeaHe flavour and relish, so doth grace in the heart the speech. 
To a heart warm with the love of Jesus, and alive to his glory, 
iriby is tiie rain conyersation^ of carnal company so disag^eable I 
Tmly, the chrtatian is out of his element. He fears getting harm. 
An embargo- is laid on Ms tongue. It is his glory to shun, rather 
than seek such company. If through connections in life- he cannot 
totally i^efrain from such company, it is his wisdcmi to restrain his 
apoech: ^ Tt> keep his mouth with a bridle while the wicked is before 
ium, that he sin not with his tongue." But always to season his 
speech, by the grace of Jesns, to the gtiHy of his name. 

■ But when aainta meet, what shoudd be the end of their conversation 
tet Jesus I The free fevor of God in him to poor sinners : the glorious 
dootrines of grace in Christ: their perfect consistency and blessed 
tendency r the comfortaUe work of grace from Jesus upon our own 
*80uis; how began, carried on, and how it ia with us now: these 
4ihouki ever be our delightful subjects. But this by no means to 
caitch-apphruse, aa though we were not in ourselves poor sinners^ 
hanging upon, and hoping in Jesus from day to day. The ppedoua 
pcoKaisea of grace in Christ Jesas, how immutable and aatablishing ! 
/ Xhe aalvatioA of grace by Jesus, how unco n diti o nal and absolutely 
c^^rtain to every believer? Conversing on such subjects, how savoury 
and folishtngl Speech thus seasoned, how becoming and profitable 
W if^ractana hearts! When it is not so, it ia a aad ugn that the socd 
ii» l^e aalt that haa last its saw)ar, and calls for great aearchings of 
bcart. ^*For every one ahall be aaked with firci and ervery aacrifioe 
ahatl be aalted wkh aalt."....Mark ix» 49. 

Then while I am a ]Hlgrim here, L«rd| warm jny heart, vaIoosc my 

What should my tongue employ tongue, 

But Godl^ free grace and Christ's rich To tell thy wond'rous fame. 
' lova, Koaalijcct it so tweet to me 

Poor linnets' chiafeil joy. As Oiay, lay Mbg Laaib. IL 
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This is the natne tvheretvUh she shall be called. The Lord 
our righteousness.... Jer. xxxiii. 16. 

Before days began or years were numbered, in the book of 
God's . election were all the members of Jesus written, " which in 
continuance were fashioned when as yet there was none of them. *'..•• 
Psalm cxxxix. 16, God's electing love would have remained an 
eternal secret to us had not the Spirit of truth made it known. But 
as it is revealed in the word, it is ah object of our faith ; and it ever 
will be the subject of glorying and triumph to those who possess the 
.foith of God*8 elect; for faith is a blessed evidence, that "God hath 
chosen them in Christ before the foundation of the world."....Eph.i. 4. 
.Was the man Jesus, God the Father's "elect, ih whom his soiri 
delighteth?"..«.lsa. xlii. 1. So are all his members; loved with the 
same love as the head. God gave not the Spirit by measure unto 
Jesus, the glorified head of the church ; but every member receives 
the Spirit through Jesus, "according to the measure of the gift of 
.Chri8t."...*Eph. iv. 7. ^ 

Unspeakably glorious, distinguishing grace! This is the rejoicing 
of simple-hearted, * believing souls : they are beloved and chosen by 
God the Father, and partake of the sajne Spirit with Jesus : yea^ 
and are also called by the same name with Jesus. Is Christ called 
"The Lord our righteousness ?'*....Jer. xxiii* 6. So the church, 
the Lamb's wife, being married in Beiith and lov^, she is called by 
the very same name with her Lord and husband, The Lord oui 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. But some render the words, * He that shall caR 
her, to be a peculiar people t© himself, is the Lord our righteousness.^ 
Then he clothes them with the glorious robe of his own righteous*- 
ness. Then his name is' calted upon them, for they are one with 
Jesus» 

Angels wonder, saints admire. O y^ righteous, how astonishing^- 
is this ! Ye, who by nature are children of wrath ! ye, who by practice 
•have been rebels and transgressors^ from the womb ! yet exalted by 
Jesus to such an high and glorious state- Amazing love ! ye can 
never, never enough dwell upon the Father's love, the Son's graces 
and the Spirit's vocation. Glorious days of gospel light and love ! 
While others are left wretched in nature's pride, free-wHl boast, and 
self-righteous glorying, ye not only may, but sfLA.LL be saved by fre^«^ 
grace truth....ye shall dwell safely ; for God your Father's justice 
is satisfied, his law is fulfilled, your eneimes are all conquered, God 
is at peace with you : What then can harm you ? for " as the moun- 
tains are round about Jerusalem, so Jehovah is round about hi^ 
people, from hjpnceforth.ev^n for ever*"M».Psalm exxv. 3*. 
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Ij&ok to yourselves, that we lose not those things we have 
wroughty but that we receive a full reward.... 2 John, v. 8. 

The salvation of God's people is certain, by his immutable 
love. Their safety depends on his almighty power; their confidence 
and glorying is in the finished work of Jesus ; and their comforts are- 
enjoyed from the Spirit's. testimony of the Saviour to their hearts; 
as having loved, redeemed, and saved them as lost, guilty, and 
perishing sinners. The clearer views we have of this truth, so much 
the more do we cleave to Jesus. As our faith increases our comforts 
are strengthened ; and this is the evidence of a gracious heart ; the 
comforts of love ever excite to care and circumspection in life and 
practice. A glimpse of Jesus begets longing after more comfortable 
enjoyment of him: so also a holy jealousy of soul, lest what is' 
gained should be lost in sense and enjoyment. While surrounded by 
fidse teachers, exposed to unscriptural doctrines, beset by a subtle 
adversary, and so nearly allied to corrUpt lusts and carnal reasonings, 
we are ever in danger of losing sight of free-grace truths, gospel- 
love, and the finished salvation of Jesus, so as to be moved away 
from the hope of the gospel, and to make shipwreck of faith and a 
good conscience. Gospel truths and gospel grace give spring to 
action, life to obedience, are the sources of encouragement to perse- 
Tere in the path of truth and holiness. What thanks are due to the 
loving Spirit for this wholesome advice! How much concerned 
ahould we be daily to improve it ! Look to yourselves, see your 
danger, your vileness, your weakness; look up to Jesus for safety 
and strength. Blessed be the God we serve, he is not unrighteous 
to forget our works of faith, patience of hope, and labour of love. 
We enjoy his reward in our work, though not fi)r our work* No: 
let Jesus have all that glory. Still the more work, the more suffer- 
ings for his sake, so much the more reward ; of just debt to him, 
of righteous g^ce to us. O how apt are we to pine and grieve at the 
loes of a little shining dust ! O should not the loss of light, liberty^ 
love, peace and joy in Jesus, infinitely more affect us ! 

Would we avoid sorrowful complaints of loss ? Are we solicitous 
to rejoice in present gain, and in h<^ of a future full reward? 
^ Thi^relbre, my brethren, be sedfast, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord; forasmuch as ye know your labour i^ 
pot in vain in the Lord."....l Cor. xv. 58. 

Songs of immortal praise belong To fear thy pow'r, to trust thy grace, 

To my almighty God ; Is our divinest skill ; 

fi€ hms niy heart and he my tongue, And he's the wisest of our race 

To tpre«d his name abroad. That best obeys thy will. 
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Thy zvords werefaund,'^ and J did eat them } tmd tin/ w&fU 
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart :for lam 
called by thy name, O Lord God of hosts... Jer. xv. 16. . 

That is a sweet petition in the service of the cfaurch of England; 
* Grant, O Lord, that we may not onlf hear, read, mark, and leara^ 
but inwardly digest the holy scriptures*' As soon as the Lord halii 
ful^led this prayer upon any poor sinner, then Jesus is the hope of 
his soul; he esteems the scriptures as his daily food, the doctrines 
of grace are the joy and rejoicing of his heart ; and he will love toid 
attend such prophets of the Lord, who hare also ^^ found God's 
words and have eat them*"' 

Glory to our loving shepherd, he finds his sheep scattered and 
starving upon the barren mountams, he leads them to green pastures 
of gospel-grace and love: there they feed and lie down beside th^ 
atill waters of peace and saltation* ' And this heightens every 
comfort, and improves every joy, even an inward testimony: << I am 
called by thy name, O Lord God of hosts*" How happy, whett 
minister or disciple is able, in simplicity and godly ^cerity to mate 
this appeal, *' Thou hast called me." Thon, Jehovah, who ruleat 
over the armies of angels and arch-stngels, and all the heavenly host^ 
thou hast condescended to nudce known thy name, thy grace, th^ 
salvation to- me, even wretched me* I hear thy voice, I know th^ 
iroice i I feel desires after thee; my heart thinks. of thee with plea^ 
sure and delight; I iind an hungering and thirsting within me^ 
which nothing but thy blessed self can satisfy > - 1 am grieved whea-'i 
oiffiuKl thee ; only happy when thy love and presence are enjoyed^ 
and am concerned that I enjoy them no more^ This is . heaveft 
below. -Feedii^ upon the word of truth increases desires afiter 
Jesus, the object of faith* So also th& 'Soul becomes dead to .the 
life of sense, tbe intrusions of sin, the allurements of the worid, 
and the baits o€ Satan* Happy tiiose in whom the word of Christ 
dwells richly in all wisdom* Hi^ipy those in whom Christ dwells iA 
their hearts by fidtlw O soul, bast, thou an appetite to cat th|r 
Bibte, to £eed upon it, to digest it? Is it ^ health to thy navel, and 
nmnow to thy bones^' O then than art blessed with the moit 
exquiehely delicate taste. A poor sailor was lately cast away, lost 
his. yi, was almost naked. The first half crown he got he enqoii^ 
where to make a purchase.*«*af what think you? O what waadearpst 
to his heart«***a Bible* Blessed evidence of a christian* 

The volume of thy Father'f gr^ec O may thy eoimselg, mighty Godf, * * " "* 

Doth all my griefs assuage, My roving feet command ( 

Here I behoid my Saviour's iMe Nor I forsake the happy road 

AUnost in ev'ry page. That leads to thy right hand. 
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Ft are Christ's, and Christ is Gots.^.A Car. iii. 23. 

St. Paul nmtacks keaven and earthy tim« and eienuty, to maka 
«p the christian's rich catalo^e of mercies. But» as though the 
Vtmoat stretch of thought^ of men or angel% might omit some part 
ff the believer's treasure; and lest any thing should be found wanting 
Snt support and comfort to any needy soul, he twice repeats ^ Ali^ 
YHiif«s ABS TOURS." BeUci^r, wouldst tiiou know thy title? 
Wooldat thou enquiroi Whence b it the Lord should consign such 
immmerahle blessings, such infinitely rich mercies to us ? Whereaa 
one thing we know, we feel daily we are sinners to this very hour. 
And will not this prevent the right to possession, and the freedom of 
enjoyment? No : justice and wisdom conspire to take away this and 
«yery objection. The medium of communication is such, that neither 
yeasoDy law, nor equity can gainsay. 

r Dwell on this point ; look up to the Sinrit of truth, to estaUisb 
&ith, streagthrai hope, increase iove, and promote joy. ^ Ye afQ 
Christ's,"- by special gift ; his dear purchase, and his precious reward* 
We hate idl in him by rich love, peculiar grace, free gift, and pre^ 
dons {Mtmiises. Precious faith is the blessed evidence of interest 
and propriie^ in this blessed invent<»yf But how came £uth ? From 
Rearing the w^ of God* From whom came the word? By tht 
Siarit of truth, who also, g^ves fiuth. Why is the Spirit given? 
Ikcaaae Jesus is glorified. Wherefore came Jesus to seek and save 
Hm lost ? The Father loved us» and gave his Son for us. Why di4 
Ihft Father kvc ua? It was <^ the good pleasure of his will, according 
ti which he chose us, in Christ Jesus, before the foundation of thQ 
!Wori4( predestinated us to the adoption of children, and blessed ua 
with all spiritual blessings in . him."M..£ph. i* i3, 4, 5. Hence, O 
Mievor, how clear thy title! how certain thy possession! 
. ^ Christ is God's," God's belaved Son ; so art thou in himt 
€Shrist is God's gift for thee, God's gift to thee, and thou tp him« 
Thoa enjoyest aU in him, and receivest all from him. Canst thou 
crer want food for fiuth, a source of love, a fimntain of holinessi 
or a spring of consolation? What have we done, or what could we 
d»lD get an interest in Christ, or procure a right to such heavenly 
i Verily we have done enough to finfeit, but nothing tp 
them. Know thb and be humbled; consider this and bo 
jpffiil in kire: ^All tlungB are of God, who hath reconciled us to 
Uaaelf by Jeaua CfariaU"....! Cor. v. 1 8. 

X daifli my tide in my Ifesd, How blessed is my present state } 

FkhSh b my evidence, Immensely rich am I : 

All«ii«gs ava miae, for I am Ckrilt's, Christ is my nfe....deafh is my gain ; 
Howe'iircCTPSVbyasiMa. . IsoonsbsUrtifnonh^h. H. 

Vo&. h VL 
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Thy Maker is thine husband...Jsa. liv. 5, 

All marriages are, or ought to be, founded in mutud love 
between the contracting parties. This is the chief ingredient tor 
produce happiness in the conjugal state. Where this is wanting* 
true comfort is not enjoyed* When a person of noble birth antf 
great fortune marries a wom^ poor in circumstances, and involved 
in debt, we justly conclude he chose her out of pure love and 
affection to her person : and surely such an one is under the most 
endearing obligations to love and chastity. She can never call to 
mind her former indigent state and her present affluent circumstances^ 
but it must tend to inflame her with the most ardent affection to hev 
husband. 

This is somewhat the case between Christ and hischurdi. Pure 
love in the heart of the heavenly bridegroom caused him to betroth 
Us church ^mto himself, in lonng kindness* Though she was in th^ 
most abject state and despicable condition, yet he secretly loved her 
person from eternity, and openly espouses every member in time of 
conversion, one by one. So saith St. Pauly ^^ I have espoused you 
to pne husband, Christ. "•.••2 Cor. xi. 3. 

• Canst thou, O believer, call to mind thy natural state of povert|r 
and distress ; over head and ears in debt ; writs issued from the law, 
which justice might hfive executed ; liable every moment to be cast 
into prison, where thou must have lain everlastingly with nothing 
but rags, filthy rags, to hide thy shame and cover thy nakedness! 
Canst thou think of this without humility ? And dost thou now 9em 
the kindness and love of thine husband? Has he paid all thy debts, 
cancelled every bondy put in a plea against every accusation, and 
perfectly fulfilled the holy law, and satisfied divine justice ? Art 
thou ^* blessed with all spiritual blessings" in thine husband....enrich€d 
with heavenly treasuresi Hath he ^' clothed thee with the garments 
of salvation," and adorned thee with '< the robe of his righteousness V* 
and doth God thy Father say of thee, '^ Thou art all fair, my lovei 
i see no spot in thee? "....Cant. iv. 7. 

O what purity of affection I what ardency of lovei what chastity 
of behaviour is due to such a lover, to such an husband ! Christ took 
thee at first ^^ for better, for worse;" his love to thee is ever the 
same, affectionate and constant: full of complacency . and delighu 
sympathizing with thy troubles ; ever nourishing and cherishing the^ 
here. Shortly the Lamb will in the most open and public manner 
appear as the bridegroom of his church, and celebrate the marriage 
in a blissful eternity. O then it shall be sud, ^^ Let us be. gjiad and 
rejoice, and give honor to him, fpr the marriage of the Lamb i% 
come} and hii wife hath mado herself read]r«*'««MRev« six* 7i 
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J^^uS'Sdid, One thing is nee{ffid....Luke x. 42. 

Tut dsposition and carriage of the sisters, Martha and Marf 9 
Ynuch resemble the different desires and actings of the flesh and spirit, 
<>f ii^Hich every christian is composed. The flesh, like Martha, is 
ikau<eful and troubled about many things : it is ever restless and uneaisy ; 
latways in want ; seldom satisfied ; never truly happy. But the spirit 
Ihnth chose that good part, that one thing needful : it is truly wise in 
teschofce; quite ssEtisfied in its object, and truly happy in its enjoyment. 
' ' Thus it is while the christian is under the prevailing influence of 
iMs'OKE TRIK6 Aeedful. One thing, the enjoyment of Cod, was 
out" first piureht's paradise* A thirst after, and enjoyment of two 
Ihings (the knowledge of evil as well as good) caused all their woe, 
ifeiiid made them miserable : and it is the knowledge of the former 
>Rptiich keeps all their posterity under the sad circumstances they are 
Uten into, till they are brought to know the one thing needful* What 
is this but the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ? This was the great 
ciposide'rcontintial prayer, <^ That I may know him." This was what 
Mary 'was happy in the enjo3rment of^ and what our Lord himself 
commends her for, and calls that good part, which shall neveif be 
taken away* 

'. ' This (nie thing comprehends all wisdom, holiness, and happihesst. 
To know J'esus, is to believe in him. To bdieve on him, is to love 
hun; and to love him, is to keep his commandments. In every 
statRm, 'in all seasons, and under every circumstance, this one thing, 
this knowledge of Jesus, is ever needful, ever seasonable*. Doth the 
christian enjoy health ? This knowledge jdns to health of body, peace 
imd joy of soul* Is he in sickniess? Ta know Jesus, is the richest 
cordial, the most reviving draught to his soul* Is he tempted? 
What consolation is it to know Jesus was in all thiAgs tempted, that 
he* might succour the tempted? Doth sin. distress? Doth the law 
cdndemii? O, the soul who knowa Jesus, can boldly challenge, 
f^'Who shall lay any thing to the charge of Gpd'a elect?'* He csA 
confidently declare, ^^ there is no condemnation to them." Does 
Ifeath, the ling'of terrors, affright him? By the knowledge of Jesus 
lie is '<&armed of his strength and sting ;, which is the law and sin* 
So that, O soul, thou' may est take up this triumphant challenge 
ai^ainst the last enemy, *^ O death* where is thy sting! O grave, 
wfiere'is thy victory !** I have all things^ and abound in this one thing ;, 
T have Christ my Saviour founds 

bfi earth we want the sight ' And when we taste thy love,^ 

A : Of •nr Redeemer's face» Our joys divinely grow 

Iteti Lord, our inmost thoughts delight Unspeakable, like those abovci^ • 
To dwell npon thy grace. And heav'n begi ns below. 



fS MARCH ^$6; 

Thai rtpcntance and remission of sins should hepvfacked ^ 
his name among all rtations....Luke xxtv. 47. V : 

This is God's method of saving sinners by Jesus Christ. Those 
jFho know the preciousness of Christy have a regard to the gldry' it 
God, and love for immortal souls, make this the rule of their 
preaching : for this doctrine, where it is known and experienced hr 
the heart, makes a true christian. Evangelical repentance flows 
from a seeing eye, a hearing ear, and an understanding heart ; and 
is an evidence and effect of ^spel-faith.^- To see the evil nature and 
dreadful effects of sin, its punishment in the sufferings of J^sus, to ■ 
hear the curses and condemnation of the law against sinners, hil 
dreadful thimders and menaces in the conscience ; to understand 'in 
the heart that nothing but the blood of Jesus could atone for" the 
guilty, none but he could fulfil the perfect demands of a holy laiw fyf" 
the unrighteous ; this humbles the soul, cuts off^lse hopes, lays it 
low in self-abasement before Jehovah, causes it to cry out, ^' I am 
the man, the sinner I, who am cursed by law, exposed to wrath^- 
and deserve hell. I mourn without hope in myself; I hear of Jeau% . 
the Saviour of sinners ; I turn to him for hope and salvation. Sift 
has destroyed me. Jesus save, or I perish*" - •: 

This repentance, Jesus is exalted to give* This makes a proucl- 
sinner l^umble* Remission of sins makes a poor sinner a happy ^ 
saint* }iath Christ obtained remission of sins by his blood? hath htt- 
commanded this should be preached in his name? is he exalted to 
give it? hatli he brought the poor sinner, by his Spirit, to his feet^ 
to sue for it ? and will he refuse to make the soul h^py in the sense 
of it? Never, n^vcr, let such a thought be indulged by any poor 
sensible sinner. We read no such hard lines in his .word* We Qfid 
no such dejecting views from his life and death. The doctrine he ' 
prescribed is a lively transcript of all that was in his loving heart* : 

Be assured, O soul, there shall be a performance of all thuDgs that--. 
are prpmised of .the Lordt to him that believcth. The same Jc9ar< 
who gives the soul the humbling view of itself and by repentance, latfi 
turn U> him, will give it the rejoicing knowledge of himself, by tte*« 
remission of sins, through faith in his blood. Repentance 'teA-* 
remission of sins are joined together in preaching: they caa nev^- 
be separated in the heart* So sure as repentance is given to any soul ' 
by the Spirit of Jesus, Uiat soul is forgiven,. through the bUxd Of ' 
Jesus, by God the Father. 

Blest if the man to whom the Lord With deep rvpentance well, agree t 
Imputes nor his iniquities s And join to prove his faith sincere. 

]He pleads no merit qf reward. How glorioiis is that righteousness ' ' ' 

And not on works, but grace relies. . That hides and canceU alt odr sibs! ' ' ■ 
From ^uile his heart and life are frciCi WhUe a bright evidence of grace; 
Hi» humble joy, his holy fear,. . Thro' his whole life appears and shines 1.^ 
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Wkereupon,^ O king Agrippa^ I was- not disobedient unto 
the' heavenly vision....Acts xxvu 19. 



^- Qnk is sometimes called to bear testimony before unbelievers 
ff the hope that is in one. It is difRcult to speak of the manifestation 
of Christ to the heart, so that the Saviour alone may be exalted and 
^rified. Somewhat of self naturally creeps into the relation. It 
w-yery pleasing to nature, to be esteemed as one highly favored,' 
and to have made great attainments in Christianity. O that single 
letter, with great sound, I ! But it was farthest from the heart of 
Paul, that eminent champion for free-grace salvation, to give the' 
Ivast encouragement from his conversion to any fellow-sinner to talk' 
of ob^^iceio God's call, or &ithfulness to his g^ce, as conditions 
of salvation. The soul of that man of God would be fired with a 
hoij zeal for his master's glory, was he now on earth, to hear his 
language abused, and his meaning perverted, by the pride of men. 
Men of self-righteous principles oppose the truths of the gospel; 
4eny^ Grod's unconditional election, unmerited love, the finished 
Sfilvation of Jesus, and its being sure to all his seed, through the 
sovereign application of the Lord the Spirit. To what end f Truly 
to make way for their unscriptural notions of terms and conditions' 
cC salvation. They dare proudly and arrogantly teach, that obedience 
tB Jesus is the condition of salvation. Will they not also say, that 
when Jesus called, ^* Lazarus, come forth," his rising up was a 
condition of his being restored to life? How hard for pride to forsake 
tiie human heartl 

FtaA was fiivored with an extraordinary vision from the Lord' 
Jesus from heaven, to call him to be his faithful servant. Obedient 
heiffts are caused by effectual calls. But after Paul had laboured 
more abundantly than all the rest of the apostles, what was his 
glorying? " Yet not I, but the grace of God, striving (says he) 
tt9Cording«««.to what? my power? my ability ? No; to his working, 
tHiich worketh in me mightUy."....Col. i. 29. O here is a blesned 
^•ttem^ a profitable lesson of humility set before us! Hath Jesus 
appeared to us in the vision of faith by the word of truth ? Hath he 
eficctually called us to believe in his name, and to rejoice in his 
telvation.? What shall we say, but fall upon the bended knees of 
<mp hearts, and in warmest gratitude of soul, adore grace, rich, free, 
iOT«rdgn, disting^shing grace! Have we been, and do we still 
continue obedient to the heavenly vision? What then? shall we 
■Mcrifice to our own net, and bum incense to our own drag, and 
«ayt Because of my obedience, my faithfulness ? God forbid ! for 
this is only grace upon grace- If we have obtained grace to be 
iidtlifiil, the comfort b ours; but all the glory is due to the giver*. 
^Lordy thou wilt ordain peace for us." Why? <^for thou hast. 
fr^img^t all oar works in us.'%««.Isa. xxvi. 13. 









\ 
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Tlien shall zee know if xvefyUow an to knatv the Lord : his 
going forth is prepared as the morning ; and he shall 
come unto us as the rain ; as the latter and former rain 
unto the earth.. ..Hosea vi. 3. 

Hearts of disciples enjoy sweet fellowship in the truth* 
Hence they mutually help and encourage each other's fiedth* The 
Saviour loves to have it so. He blesses them, and manifests himself 
to them in this way* So it was with the disciples after his crucifixioa 
And death. They resorted together, and communed with each other; 
and Jesus, though unknown to them at first, joined company with 
them, expounded the scriptures to them, opened their understand- 
ings; and they said one to another, <^ Did not our hearts bum within 
' us as he talked with us by the way ?" &c«*«.Luke xxiv. 32. 

So the true disciples of the Old Testament church exhort one 
another in faith. <^ We shall know, we shall follow on to know the 
Lord." So the words may be rendered. Those who know a little 
of Jesus* love, and are but just brought acquainted with his free* 
grace and salvation, shall hold on their way. Knowledge, lights 
"peace, and love shall increase to their souls, through that Spirit by 
whom they are regenerated and bom again. Though at first they 
ore but ^ babes in Christ, yet, through the milk of the word, thejr 
Qhal} grow and increase, with the increase of God." The going- 
&rth of the love of Jesus towards us, is as the morning. At the 
^wn of day, light is scarce discernible: it seems oj^xised by sur^ 
rounding darkness, yet it gradually increases till the sun gains %^ 
iberidian. So <' the path of the just shineth more and vmxt unto 
tlie perfect day.*' 

The sun never forsakes the earth, though at seasons ita light am)^ 
heat seem withdrawn in comfort and enjoyment. Thus it is witb 
the sun of righteousness ; he shall also ^^ come unto ub as tiie rai^» 
to refresh, enliven, and make our souls fruitful in knowledge, .peieiGe^- 
Ipve, and holiness; yea^ as ^^ the latter and former rain«''.M.In the 
land of Israel) they had usually two rains in a year^ one Just af^jr 
Xht seed was sown, the other when t|ie com was almost ripe, a^d 
the haryest just at hand. Sometimes, just after the seed of eterpdL 
life is sown in the hearts of young oAverts (O whttt joyfiily re£^U^ 
seasons of love and joy are they favored with I) thm ^^ hearts ara 
filled with laughter, and their tongues with joy." Others ezpeneo^^ 
the most plentiful showers of heart-reviving loyei just as the skjd^ 
is to cut them down, that they may be gathoied in to thf heiKVjN^ 
gameV. Our heavenly husbandman knows best what seasons to g^vtt 
whether the storm of addiction} the rain of prosperity^ or the siiTwhinn 
of joy. This is our mercy. " JesusisaGodof judgmcnti M ew e i it 
vre all they that wait far l»m«"«.Mlsa* sxx* 18« 
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7^€ sacrifices of 'God are a broken spirit: a broken and a 
contrite hearty OGod, thou tvilt not despise.... Psalm li. 17. 

It is the wisdom and joy of disciples to see somewhat of Jesus 
in every page of the lively oracles* Then the word is searched with 
pleasure, studied with delight, and is made exceeding profitable to 
ftie soul* To this end the sins and backslidings, the huniiliations 
ari^ i^pentiAgs, the joys and experiences of ssdnts of old are recorded* 
We see theif deserts to be the lowest hell : but grace reigns* 
Though sin abounded in them, yet grace super-abounded over them* 
But all is through Jesus ; no mercy for sinful man, but through that 
dear man and blessed Mediator. 

So he glorifies his name, so he makes known his power to be 
"the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever," in saving his' people 
fh>in their sins. Though sin may blind the eyes to his love, and 
harden the heart against his fear, and the spirit become stout and 
rebellious for a season, yet see his amazing love ; behold the effects 
of his almighty grace : a cruel, murdering, adulterous, yet beloved 
David shall be arraigned, plead guilty, sue for mercy, and hope for 
pardon* But did a broken spirit and a contrite heart entitle him to 
this ? Did he plead his present griefs and humiliations to atone for 
liis past transgressions ? No, alas, if he had no other hope than this, 
horror and black despair would have been the portion of his back- 
sliding soul* God will not, doth not, cannot bestow pardon of sin, 
till he makes the soul sensible of, and sorry for sin. Nor will he 
e^er despise, abhor, or reject broken-hearted, contrite souls* For 
hfs Spirit effects this in them* Though no plea can be founded for 
this, yet the soul is sweetly encouraged hereby to hope ; because 
here is* an evidence that the Lord hath not given up such to a repro- 
bate mind ; still he works in them ; they feel the effects. A sense 
of "^ilt is dreadful to be borne, distressing to' feel; therefore such 
ci^ for deliverance: " Restore unto me the joys of thy salvation." 
* Our loving Lord brestks the heart for sin, though sin cannot break 
the covenant of his loVe ; therefore sin shall not reign unto death* 

soulj art thou mourning for thy sins? Remember him on whom 
tfie'miquity of us all Was laid* Look to hiih " who bore our sins in 
his oWn body on the tree ; by whose stripes we are healed." A contrite 
'sjpirit flies fro'm the pleasures of sin, which are but for a season : it 
timiiot rest till former joys are restored; it is also solicitous about 
iiis-fiittire walk, lest he fall again: therefore cries, " Uphold me 

Wi& thy fwsSe 8pirit*".*,*ver* 12* 

.■ , . - . • ■ • ^ 

1 csfinot live withost thy light, O may thy love inspire my tongue ; » 
Csit out and banish'd from thy sight : Salvation shall be all my song ; 
Thine holy joys, ray God, restore. And all my powers shall join to bless 
And guard me that I fall no more. The Lord, my strength and righteous- 
ness. 

Vol. L N 
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At€ ye not carnal, and walk as men ?....! Cor. iii. S^ 

The phrase carnal saints^ the self-righteous look on as a 
rery opptx>brious term, as though contradictory to the character of 
a real christian. But such persons. differ in judgment fiDm an 
inspired apostle. Paul balls these Corinthian converts, ^^ babes in 
Christ;" while he says to them, "Ye are yet carnal." Yea^ he 
appeals to their judgpnents: " Are ye not so?" Doth not your walk) 
your words, your strife, your views, give sad evidence of the truth of 
this my assertion? do you not act and behave too much like men who 
are strangers to Jesi;s, and the life and power of vital godliness! But 
-believers are a compound of flesh and spirit. The new-created 
soul dwells in a sinful body, and is opposed by a carnal nature* 
There may be true grace within,' though much carnality appears 
without. Weak faith in Jesus may be opposed with, strong corrup- 
tions and unbelief....a little true knowledge of Jesus in the heart> 
yet beset with great ignorance and weakness of judgment....thie 
dawning of true hope in Jesus, but interposed with clouds of darkness 
•••.the stirrings of real love to Jesus, but resisted by the love of thft- 
world, and the objects of sense....real esteem for a preached gospely 
and yet carnal contentions, and debates, may arise about ministers 
and things of no real profit, to the soul. This is true* Yet such 
weaklings in the faith, such babes in Christ, are as safe, because 
J)eloved by the same Father, redeemed by the same precious blood 
of Jesus, and renewed by the power of the same Spirit, as young men 
and fathers in Christ ; but indeed they are not so happy ; they db 
not glorify God so much; they do not bring forth so much fruit, to 
God, nor so greatly adorn the gospel of Jesus as those who uvt 
Strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus, and more established 
in the faith and love of him. 

But let not such discourage their hearts, nor entertain hard 
thoughts of our loving master Jesus, as though he expected to 
reap where he has not sown. Let them not burden then* weak 
minds with things that are too strong, nor exercise their teAdeV 
hearts with matters that are too high ; but let them siinply consider 
Jesus; look to the Lamb of God, confess their weakness at bi&'fec^y 
praying to him for strength, studying his word for knowledge; Und} 
^ as new43om babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, ttnat tUey 
may grow thereby •" " For those that be planted in the house of tb« 
Lord, shall flourish in the courts of our God^'\M.Psalm xciiv t3« 
« Fear thou not, for I am with thee ; be not dismayed, for I am thy 
God ; I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee ; yea, I will uphpkl 
thee with the right ivani of my righteousness.''... Jsa. xli. 10* 
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77ie wicked is driven away in his xvickedness: but the righ^ 
teaus hath hope in his death.... Proo. xiv. 32. 

^O) IT is most comfortable, in a dying hour, to look back upon 
a weU-apent life,' say many. It is most comfortable to ^^ forget the 
tilings tbat are behind, and to look forwar4 and press towards the 
maris for the prize of our high-calling of God in Christ Jesus," saith 
the €hristian..«.Piul« iii. 14* What a delightful prospect, in a dying 
hour, to view a reconciled God, a glorified Jesus, and a kingdom pre- 
pared fiv us from the foundation of the world! but if we have not 
c:cperienced a life of faith on Jesus, and by the grace of God had our 
GODversation in the world, a life of self-righteousness will only beget 
vain confidence, and delude the soul with false hopes, which will end 
in awliil disappointment at death. But who are the wicked ?- Verily 
ftU who reject the faith of the Son of God, refuse to submit to his 
righteousness, hope in themselves, and trust to what they can do to 
^aaake themselves righteous, and to make their peace with God. 
Thia ia the very essence of wickedness. All such are destitute of 
.righteousness : their eyes are blinded by sin : their hearts are hardened 
against the truth. Living and dying so, they shall be driven away 
itoai the comforts of the righteous in the awful hour of death ; in the 
tremendous day of judgment, they shall be driven away from the 
presence of Jesus, with '< Go, ye cursed." 

. Who are the righteous? Even all who receive the gift of new 
covenant love, the gift of righteousness, which *^ cometh upon all 
the children of faith by one, Jesus Christ.".«..Rom. v. 17. The 
'righteous man is of divine extraction ; bom again from above, he 
hatbthe mind of Christ, he loveth righteousness and hateth iniquity. 
:The righteous hath hope in a God of justice, hope in a God of truth, 
hc^ in a God of faithfulness, because his hope standeth in God's 
-own covenant grace and love, which maketh sinners righteous in 
•Jesus. This hope shall never forsake the righteous : it animates him 
in life to love and obedience ; it comforts him in death against fears of 
wiMth and terrors of hell ; it inspires him with joyful assurance of a 
-down of righteousness in life cuid immortality, according to the free- 
. (race, precious promises of God, through the righteousness of Jesus. 
. V ' Well might that eminently faithful minister of Jesus, the late Rev. 
rMr. Hervey, so sweetly fall asleep, with this hope in his- heart, while 
'ins lips were warbling his dying song, ^ Precious salvation I precious^ 
. salvation 1....0 precious grace! precious promises! precious, ^th! 
-ppeoioas hope! All flowing to poor .sinners, through t^e perfect 
Lrighteousness and precious blood of the infinitely and eternally pre- 
cious Jesus.' Well might St. Paul sum i^x all our bfessedness in 
that apostolic benediction, which includes all our hope : ^^ The grace 
of the Ix>rd Jesus Christ, and the love af God, and the communioik 
•f the Holy Ghost, be with you all» ABijm."....2Cor.xiii. U. 
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The end of all things is at hand : be ye therefore sober , and 
watch unto prayer....! Pet. iv. 7. 

The word of grace and truths like a judiciovm physician for the 
body, prescribes different recipes for the soul* Sometimes the bitten 
draught of afiUction ; at others the strengthening, comforting balsam 
of faith, with the restorative mixture of love ; but at all times ft .. 
necessary regimeh, whereby to rule and govern our lives, so that 
our souls may prosper and be in good health. 

To use means in fisuth is our bounden duty : to neglect them is « 
contempt of the wise prescriber ; whereby we suffer loss and receive 
hurt to our souls. As faith binds the soul to Jesus in tiie sweet 
bands of love, so it produces a conformity to him in heart and lifie* ^ 
As the Spirit enriches the soul with precious graces, so they are 
accompanied with his transforming influence* He ever directs to 
the word -he has inspired, that we may be taught to avoid those 
things contrary thereto ; and also to practise those duties, whidbk: 
have a native tendency to streng^en the soul in persevering in' . 
holiness and truth* 

An intemperate thirst after, and inordinate indulging ourselves in - 
the enjoyment of any of the g^ood creatures of this life, sadly indis-'. . 
pose the, mind to spiritual concerns. This is contrary to tiie life of. 
faith ; interrupts sweet communion with the Father of spirits, deadens 
the heart to holy fellowship with Jesus, and opposeth the comforting 
consolations of the blessed Spirit. Hence. the soul finds great lan« ■ 
guors, deadness, and formality in its addresses at the throne oi 
grace. Thy soul and mine is therefore called upon to consider) 
tjme, how short 1 eternity) how near! J^h^ judge is at the door* 
All things are on the point of dissolution. I am expecting the 
messenger to call me hence. 

Since continuance here is so uncertain, all woridly enjoyments so . 
precarious, and all certainly perish in the u^g, what temperance, ^ 
what sobriety of conduct becomes one? And this is certain, Jesus, 
with his much, incense, is ever before the throne. It is a mercy •> 
seat, sprinkled with his precious blood. From hence all g^ace is . 
bestowed ; all power given. O may we be c6ncemed to watch con-, 
tinually against the motions of the enemy, the stirrings of pride 
and lust I watching in prayer for the power of the Spirit; watching 
after prayer for an answer of peace* And when, disciple, is the 
time that this exercise may be omitted ? Verily, not till faith is lost . 
in sight, hope is turned into enjoyment, and prayer is lost in praise* 
O what a precious word is this from our Jesus : " Whatsoever ye 
shall ask in my name, that will I do.".... John xiv. 13. 

And shall I then neg^lect to prayi Forbid it, Lord ! thy Spirit send* 
When Jesas thus declares ? To quicken ev'ry thought; 

0espise his word, refuse his alid'. To soar above this trifling world. 
Amidst ten tkottsan^d snares \ Till I to thee am brought.. M. 
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Herestorelh my soul: he leadeth me in the paths ofrigh- 
teousnesSffor his name^s sake... .Psalm xxiii. 3. 

■• With gratitude and joyj every believer has daily cause to 

address his soul in the words spoken to Naomi at the birth of Obed, 

'^ Blessed be the Lord, who hath not left thee this day without a 

kmsman or redeemer, whose name is famous in Israel, who shall be 

unto thee a restorer of thy life.*'..«.Ruth iv. 14, 15. To the glory of 

Jesus be it ever remembered, that life once received from him can 

never be lost* The soul once quickened from a death in trespasses 

and sins, dieth no more ; death hath no more dominion over it ; for it is 

delivered froxn the cause of death, sin. Partaking of the life of g^ce 

from Jesus, ^ sin has no more dominion over it to kill and destroy it. 

- But though the soul enjoys life in Jesus, yet sin is not dead. It 

dwelleth in. us; it worketh in the members, and opposeth the Iife» 

peace and comfort of the new-bom soul. Is there a day passcth but 

yre, find that the old man is Still alive I Yea, at times the soul is so 

pressed above measure, that it almost despairs of life. It seems to 

asense and experience, as though the sentence of death was executed. 

O how then doth Jesus again revive and restore it ! Sin often brings 

^eath. upon the comforts of the soul, though it cannot touch its life ; 

\hat is secure in the life-giving head: '^ It is hid with Christ in 

^^od."....Cd« iii. ^S. Believers can never .sin themselves beyond the 

extent of Christ's love, nor the reach of his power to restore them. 

T'he precious blood of Jesus is all-sufEcient to purge away all sin 

£rom the conscience....yea, sins of the deepest die. ^See then the 

exceeding sinfulness of sin in the most exceeding precious fountain 

^at is opened for its cleansing. See the love and care of the faithful 

shepherd in restoring his wandering sheep. But know, O soul, 

whenever thou dost deviate frpm the path of Jesus, or backslide into 

^in, thou tumest thy back upon thy best friend, thy kindest Lord ; 

Tjiou joinest thy-self to his implacable foes. True, so unchangeable 

l-s the love of Jesus he will restore the souls of his members; but 

li>ve mingles bitter potions to do this ; and the most bitter of all is, 

Thou sinnest against the richest grace and most precious love that 

«ver was known: love, that has followed, and will follow thee all 

Xhy days; love, that will heal thy backslidings, and restore thy 

soul; love, that will lead thee in the paths of righteousness to 

salvation and glory. When thou rememberest this thou wilt be 

ashamed and confounded for all that thou hast done, and love him 

^ho doth all for his name's sake freely. 

^ * ■ 

Xord. my restorer and my guide. Then will I pniiae, at thy dear feet, 

' How apt am I to stray \ Thy tender care and love^ 

O keep me near thy blessed side. Which brooght me thro' this desart lahd« 

Until the perfect day. To realma of hliii above, M. 
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Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of Jle$h UnSL 
bhodfheabo himself likezoise took part of the same ; that 
through death he might destroy him that had the power 
of death y that is the Devil. • . . Heb. i i . 1 4 . 

We read of one who was so affected with the glory of the stilly 
that he thought he was bon\ only to behold it. With what propriety 
may a christian judge of himself, that he is bom again to behold th^ 
glory, and delight himself in daily Contemplating Jesus tlie slUi 0$" 
righteousness ! Lord, thou shaft never stoop to that mean office of 
^^ washing my feet," said honest-hearted Peter* But what wto that 
stoop of abasement, when Jesus was in flesh, compared to his taking! 
flesh upon him I Be astonished, O heavens ! rejc)fce, O children of 
fiuth! admire, adore, what you never can fully comprehend: the 
Lord of life and glory in your nature, clothed with flesh and blood: 
a man of sorrows ibid acquainted with griefs. See Jesus, consider 
Jesus. O dwell in contemplation on the humility of our God Jesiis, 
till it warms the heart with love. Say, which is greatest, his Ibrey 
or his humility ! 

He took part with ** the children." Such was Jacob's delight iii 
Benjatnin, that ^ his life was bound up in the lad's life. "••••6^ 
3tlrv. 30. The soul of Jonathan was so knit to David, that ^^ Im^ 
loved him as his own soul."....l Sam. xviii. 1. Verily our lifeli 
bound up in the life of Jesus. Truly he hath loved ua better thktt 
life. He took our part against our invincible foes. Sin, Satan^ atid 
Death. He hath conquered alI....for whom ? '^thechildrev;'^Ij]^ 
nature children of wrath, by practice rebels against God; yet, anAtzing 
grace I the objects of the Father's love. Hence given to Jesus t6 
redeem and save. They had an interest in Jesus' love ere they had 
a being in the flesh. Therefore he prays for them as their Mediator'^ 
he owns them by that special mark which the Holy Ghost piits upion 
itach of them in the day of his power, faith. " I pray for theiri 
also which shall believe on me."....John xvii. 20. > 

We may joyfully triumph, " If Jesus be for us, who shalTbd 
against us?" " The Lord taketh my part, therefore I shall see tny 
desire upon them that hate ilie."....Psalm cxviii. 7. Every believcf 
may be sure of victory. Faith in Jesus overcomes the world, disaiins 
death of its sting, which is sin ; enfeebles the strength of sin wlnck 
is the law. By the blood of the Lamb, Satan is overcome. Thuif 
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us» CliHst 
gained the conquest in our nature, over Satan and death, by *lakin|Bf 
away that which gave power to both, over his children, sin.. TkU 
lie effected by his own death : for he that died once for ain, evei^ 
lisres to save. ^ Thanks .be to God^ who giveth ua the Tictory|v 
thfQugh our Lord Jesus Cltri8t*'*.««. 1 Cor» xv.. 57* * .^ 
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7ff ti little wrath I hid myself from thee for a moment, but 
> svith everlastitig kindness zvill I have mercy on thee, saith 
. Ae Lord thy Redeemer. ...Isa, liv. 8. 

Love is ever open and communicative : it conceals nothing from 
tj^. object beloved, which may profit or comfort the mind. ^^ ShaH I 
bide from Abrahan> that thing which I do?" saith the God of love. 
CQUceming his friend..*«Gen. zviii. 17. Of those that follow the 
LiaQib he saith, '< Ye are my friends." Servants are not made 
acquainted with their masters' secrets, but friends are* Therefore 
saith Jesus, the great interpreter of covenant love, ^^ All things that 
l^have heard of my Father, I have made known unto you* "••••John 
3pr. 15... Children shall not be chastised, but they shall be told of 
the Father's kindness and mercy in it* Love is ever in his hearty 
though wrath may appear in his conduct. 

,. The joy of creation is revived by the bright shining of the sun* 
W^en that is withdrawn, clouds, mists, and darkness gather. So 
when the sun of righteousness hides himself from the soul, it seema 
a dark season of wrath. The mists of corruption arise ; the thick 
fog of unbelief spreads itself; the gloom of dejection hang^ heavy on 
the mind; and the prince of darkness is very busy at such a season: 
^e Job's friends, he is a physician of no value, but a miserable 
^mforter to the soul. Now all sense, nature, and feeling, write 
bitter things against the poor sinner. The Father chastises, the 
pkaviour hides himself, the law accuses, conscience condenms, ^n 
terrifies, Sataa threatens, butM..Father, thy mercy never dies. Thy 
Ipve changes not. Therefore fgdth endures and turns to the law of love. 
.What saith that ? ^^In alittle wrath I hid myself." Little in comparison 
of thy deserts, O soul I....little compared with the greatness of the 
love of thy (^od* Faith listens to the testimony of Jesus. The 
|jord thy Redeemer speaks: ' My deserting thee is of tlie shortest 
^UTfitioin; a moment; the twinkling of an eye:' as no space of time 
compared to eternity. Then love vents itself and declares, ^ With 
era^^sting kindness will I have mercy on thee." 
.. .The wprd of the Lord shall stand. His covenant is sure ; his love 
t^ncbai^eable; his promises immutable: hence the soul is excited to 
confidence, to assurance, foil assurance ; yea the fullest assurance of 
• Qod of truth, though all present appearances seem against it. Then 
ki^ dawn9 in the soul, and love to Jesus is quickened. Holy shame 
•Did godly sorrowj for past follies, fill the heart, while the comforter 
inirardlyr testifies of Jesus. His love, how infinite! his salvation, 
loMr perfect ! his person, how precious ! his promises, how reviving ! 
his pretence, how joyful! and every thing which interrupts it, how 
cneeeding hateful and abominable! For such is Jesus' love ; << Weep- 
ing may endure for « night (of deseitioQ)^ but joy cometh in the 
ttonung (of hi$ returoing presence)."«*MPsaIm. xxx* 5. 
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And the acknoidedging of the truths tvJiich ts af/ergodif- 
ness; according to the faith of God^s elect. ...Tit. I. 1. 

St. Paul, though an eminently distinguished apostle of Jesus, 
yet, in regard to the salvation of his own soul» his extraordinary 
gifls procured it not ; nor could his former hatred and persecution o^ 
Jesus and his members frustrate the electing love of God, or obstruct 
the sovereign operations of the Holy Spirit. But being chosen of 
God in Christ Jesus, his heart must partake of the precious faith of 
God's elect. liOve, almighty, wonderdil love, seized him; Jesus 
challenged him as one of his redeemed souls ; stopped him in his 
road career; touched his heart, and brought him trembling and 
astonished to his feet: and the power of &ith in his heart was mani- 
fested by the obedient cry of his lips, ^^ Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do ?"...• Acts ix. 6. 

Thus election is a doctrine according to godliness. Faith in the 
heart is an evidence of interest in God's electing love. It is a special 
gift of grace, and is connected with 8alvation....£ph. ii. 8. Faith 
proves itself to be a genuine grace of the Holy Spirit, for it submits 
to and trusts in Jesus' righteousness for justification ; his blood finr 
pardon; his all-prevailing merits and intercession for life. Thus 
faith glorifies Jesus as priest, to atone ; honors Jesus as king, to- 
rule and govern ; and yields obedience to him as a prophet, to 
instruct in the truths of godliness. So the believing soul is stript of 
every self-righteous plea; brought as an humble, self-condemned 
sinner to the feet of Jesus ; and glories in him as his only hope for 
life and whole salvation. If there is no election of sinners by God 
the Father, there is no true faith ; for saving faith is peculiar to 
God's elect only. . Do any object, * I do not believe the doctrine of 
election?' We only say, we cannot help you, we pity you, you do 
not underetand your bible, you do not yet " acknowledge the truth 
which is afler godliness." The faith of God's "elect springs from' 
God's electing love ; has Jesus for its author and finisher, his lifel 
and death for its object, the truths of God's word for its warranty 
God's promise in Christ Jesus its support, love and holiness its ^ 
evidence, sure and certain salvation is its end. Well' may this be' 
called precious faith indeed. 

Whereas mere human faith, as it arises only from the power of. 
the creature, it centers only in nature and self, talks high of terms 
and conditions, boasts much of human abilities, opposes free-grace, 
exalts the sinner, debases Jesus, denies the imputation of his righ*- 
teousiiess, and renders salvation hot only precarious and uncertain,' 
but Utterly impossible. O soul, study this truth daily 1 it tends to' 
humility and rejoicing. "By grace are ye saved, through faiths 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God."....£ph. ii. 8. 
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IBhcftfare with jay shall ye draw water out of the wells of 
salvation....Isa. xii. 3% 

Why, TH£itSFOR£ ? What had the church done to procure such 
an i&estimahle pron^ise? O the joyful day of her public etpousal t6 
lesua is come. TtiAT day, that blessed day of power, when th^ 
bviBg bride claims her beloved bridegroom, Jesus* Therefore sh^ 
ti&gs this joyful song, ^^ Behold God is my salvation : I will trust, 
and not be afraid, ibr the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song ; 
he alio is become iny salvation*" The claims of the faith of poor 
flBmera are well pleasing in the sight of God ; they honor his word, 
glorify him, and cause joy in heaven among the angels ; while the 
huiable claimants obtain the consolation and joy thereof* ^' Them 
that honor me I will honor, saith the Lord/' ^^ therefore with joy 
thall they draw," &c* 

This was not to be a transient fit of comfort, but an inexhaustible 
Itnmtain of joy* Believers are to come daily and draw water with 
jof out of the wells of salvation. Jehovah, the Father, is ^< the 
ftontain of living waters*".*..Jer. ii. 13. Salvation takes its first 
lining from his everlasting love, is secured by his unalterable cove- 
nant and unchangeable promises. The Spirit and his grace are called 
''^i well of water, springing up to everlasting life."....John iv. 14. 
He shews poor sinners their want of Jesus this living water, its 
lineeness and sweetness ; supplies them with the bucket of faith to draw 
with joy, and draik with pleasure. This well of salvation by Jesus was 
opened m paradise: its streams have run through every successive 
age til the church. Patriarchs, prophets, apostles, believers in all 
ages have liad their hearts made glad, and their souls joyful thereby. 

The everlasting love of the Father, the rich grace of the Son, the 
exoberant joy of the Holy Ghost, compose these wells of salvation. 
Tct it is but <mc fountain of grace, flowing from the unity of the 
divine essence, and is communicated to us out of the fulness of the 
man' Jesus : hence we are invited by Jesus, " O friends, O beloved, 
diitA! yea drink abundantly**'**..Cant. v. 1. This fountain is ever 
free, foU, and inexhaustible. Why, O why then are we not always 
joy^fU?' Why do we ever complcdn for want of comfort? This well is 
ever open, this fountsdn ever near. Why do we so much neglect, so 
often ^rsake this fountain of living waters ? Where is our faith ? Why 
tsthat precious grace given us, but for use and exercise ? So shall 
W€ the more glorify the God of all consolation, be refreshed in o^r 
spuits^ and made fhiitfiil in our lives ; Und our thirst alloyed after the 
perishing comforts of time and sense. For saith Jesus, " Whosoever 
driDketh of the water that I shall give iumi shall never thirst." 
John iv* 14. 

Vol. I. O 
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Even we have believed in Jesus Christy that we might if 
justijied by the faith of Christ... .Gal. ii. 16. 

^^ We therefore do make this definition of a christian, that he is 
not one who is without sin, but one to whom God imputeth not' his 
sin through faith in Christ. Here we must be nothing at all, but 
ixAf receive the treasure, which is Christ, and apprehend him in our 
hearts by fiedth, though we feel ourselves to be never so full of sin. 
Thus God will glorify his Son, and be glorified in us through him." 
Thus speaketh Luther* Having the same spirit of faith, we thus 
speak, make the same confession, rejoice in the same hope, are 
justified by the same Jesus, comforted by the same truth, sanctified 
by the same Spirit, are heirs of the same promises, and entitled to 
lo the same Idngdom* And ever remember, all is of free grace. 

Here the most dignified apostle, as well as the most obscure sinner 
are upon a level. There is no difierence. Both have the same evils 
to be delivered from, the same object to be saved by, both believe 
in one Jesus to the same blessed end, to enjoy peace and pardcm 
from God the Father. In the knowledge of this consists all our 
comfort; and for this, as poor needy sinners, we are constantly to 
cleave to Jesus from hour to hour. Have we believed many years 
jsince, that we might be justified? True, once justified, and ever so; 
never after condemned, as viewed in Jesus in the sight of God* 
w For who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God 
that justifieth, who is he that condemneth? "••••Rom. viii. S3, 34. But 
how is it now in our consciences? Faith is a rooted grace; it cannot 
be lost* Love is its inseparable companion ; sw^et peace its blessed 
£ruit« But " Do ye now believe?" said Jesus. Have you the love of 
.God NOW in you? Doth the sense of peace with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, now abide in the heart ? If not, intervening clouds, 
from the world, sin, Satan, or the law, intercept the light of God's 
countenance, and the sunshine of his love. What then? must we 
live and die without hbpe? No: blessed be God, he rests in his love: 
it is ever the same. Jesus ever lives and prays: gospel-grace is 
still proclaimed to the wretched* Come, as at the beginning, to 
Jesus, owning sin, grieving for folly, and believe in him that we 
may be justified in our consciences, and have a fresh sense of pardon 
and peace. "They that know thy name will put their trust in tlicte: 
for thou, Lord, h%st not forsaken them that seek thee."..«.Psalmix. lb* 

"V 

Good reason for my faith I have. The faith of Christ does justify 
Drawn from the law of love : The ways of God to man : 

My Father gave his Son to savCf And God in Christ does justify 
This gift doth faith approve* All who this tmth can scan. M. 
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XHammit thy way unto the Lord ; triist also in him, and he 
shall bring it to pass.... Psalm xxxvii. S. 

We are too apt to forget where we are, what we are called to, 

imdwhither we are going.' When we take a survey of the present 

state of men and thmgs; judge according to appearances in nature 

and sense, and see one event happen alike to all, we are ready UTask, 

What advantage then hath the christian? or what profit is there to 

newborn, believing souls ? Much every way. For unto them, chiefly y 

tat committed the lively oracles of God. The bible iv a& epistle of 

love. The tender ^affections of our loving Father, the Kving and 

dying compassions of our elder brother Jesus, breathe in every page* 

Hei« we see the various conflicts and trials our former brethren in the 

flesh were exercised with; how they were supported under, and 

' carried through all, safe to glory ; and this, by the very same grace 

/"aXid power which is still our happy portion.^ They being dead, yet 

' l^)ieak to us ; to anilnate and encourage our hearts to be strong in the 

Lbfd, and in the power of his mights We see in them the inexpli- 

dibie fhysteiies of providence unveiled, how out of the weakness of 

'nature they were made strong in grace* 

It is the glory and excellency of believers to take their views, and 

form their judgment from God's truths ; to oppose nature^ sensef 

aiid feelii^; to standstill and wait to see the salvation of God ; to 

omit no appointed means, but to be ^gent in the ways of God's 

Instituticma; quietly and patiently submitting every issue to his 

wisdom and goodness. This is the obedience of faith, and is attended 

with the patience of hope, and the issue is always determined in love : 

it is impossible it should be otherwise, for it is the immutable decree 

of heaven: ^^all things work together for good to them who love God, 

to them who are the called according to lus purpose/'..».Rom. viii« 38» 

Committing our way to God unburdens the mindf trusting our all 

to him, makes the heart quite easy ; relying on him, to bring our 

concerns to pass, makes the spirit joyful* But when carnal reason 

' is suffered to make its report, then with Jacob we cry, ^^ All these 

tMngs are against us*" Hence faindng^and drooping come from feary 

fear from doubting, doubting from imbelief, and unbelief chiefly 

prevails through igncM?ance and inattention to God's word of grace) 

' lus covenant \love, precious promises, and solemn oath m Christ 

7esu8* Ever needful is this prayer of fiuth, " Lord, increase our 

E3dth."«*«.Luke xvii. 5^ 

How easy I live, I'm safe like a btrd. 

How joy f la I sing, Soar'd high, on the wing t 

When 1 to my Lord My Lofd brings to pass 

My ways do comoiit \ AM things.be sees fit. M» 



IIS APBIL 9* 

Tk&u slandest by faith, Bi not high-minded^ but fear. ^.^ 
Rom. xi. 20.. 

So we are called upon by tho stHiit of i>roi>he9yf ^' BehcM» (give 
tiie most earnest afttenUoo^ let this truth. sink deep in. your hearM 
his soul which » lifted up is not upri^t in him.'\***Haba](» ii« 4#> 
Standing by fiuthy and living by ikith^ are erer opposed to jnidiH 
vain confidencO) and an high coinceii of jourowoLattainmentu* Trviff 
foith in Jesus sinks the soul in humility^ works by real love to QoAs 
is accolmpanied with a childlike fear of offending faim» and exf:itti 
to a godly jealousy over our own souls, lest we 'fall«<«*fall into, mit 
fall away firoin the hope of the gospel, &il from the precious privilegcfi 
of Jesns> and the comibrting sense of his love« Without thi% 
what is profeaaion, but an empty name, talking ever so highly% but 
a sound of words, pretension to the greatest thu^s, but a vvax shadoWf 
while th6 substance is not enjoyed I 

' > It is the glorying of believers in Jesus that they are ^^ ddlverod 
out of the hands of their enemies, that they might serve God in 
holiness and righteousness all the days of their life,''«M.Luke i« 74, 
75.«.«and it is added, ^^ without fear^'* But are we to caat off all 
kind of fear of God? No verily : no more than fidth in him, kiVQ to 
him, and hope of enjoying him* One would dread such a state most 
of an, the Lord mmself being judge. ^^ Know therefore, and s^e 
that it is an evil and bitter thing, that thou hast forsaken the Lo«d 
thy Gody and that' BTT fear is not in thee, saith the Lord God ^ 
Hosts«*'*««»Jer* ii« 19. 

Glory to Jesus, by his grace the bands of legal bondage are broken 
asunder; the cords of slavish fear, of wrath and heU, we cast fixun 
us; "yet £uth and fear go hand in hand* And this is the blessedness 
of everiasting love and new covenant grace, ^^ I, saith Jehovah, will 
put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me* So 
shall they f<&ar me ibr ever for their good**'«***Jer* xxxii* 40* This 
is the precious fear the apostle exhorts to, which is ever to be cke^ 
rished in the heart, and attended to in one's daily walk» A fearof 
departing from the Lord Jesus tends to keep the soul close to him« 
Fear (^ offending causes watchfulness* Hope in a sin-pardoning God 
produceth fear ; a a»ise of pardon increaseth it*^ " There is forgive* 
ness with thee; tiiat thou mayest be feared*"****Psalm cxxx*4* 
*^ Happy is the man that feareth alway : but he thai hardenetlt his 
heart shall £ei11 into mischief* "****Prov* xxviii* J 4. 

Forbid it, Lord, that I forget. If I withdraw mj trust iv9im thre, - 
My standing is by faith \ I soon high-minded grow t 

This ever humbles at thy feet* Forget thy fbar» grow proud ia self. . 
Well pleaft'd at what tkoa ssitii* So prove I atthing know. M. 



jOemembcr'the word unto thy servant; upon ttfhich thou hast 
caused me to hope. ...Psalm cxix. 49. 

c 

V It 18 not natural to us to hope ia God's word* This the power 
«f God causeth us to do. Where there is trbe knonrledge of Jesus, 
the essential word, there will be a real esteem for the scriptures^ 
the written word of Jehovah. The Spirit that dwelt in Jesus dictated 
Straths- ebnceming^ him; and the same Spirit testifies of Jesus in 
ike hearth' of his children. By the word we are fiivored with clear 
ideas, jaflib conceptions, and encouraging views of the truths of g^ce 
and salvatiofn : h^nce we have the firmest foundation, the strongest 
confidence, and fiiUest assurance to huild our ^thand hope upon^ 
hmce alsowe are emboldened to draw nigh to a throne of grace, to 
plead' our case, present our distress, and claim, with humble boldness. 
If suppfy of all our need. 

When there is a death upon all comfortable sense and joyful feel-^ 
higs, when all things around us wear a gloomy aspect, when con- 
ftdenee "within writes bitter things against us,the law works wrath, and 
hs terrors make us afraid, and an insulting foe, to heighten distress 
hud increase our sorrows, stands over us, with ^ there, there, so 
^Uld I have it," in such a season, O it is life from the dead to 
tanember the infinitely transcendent love, victorious toils, triumphant 
conquests of -Jesus over all things for us! How joyful to read that all 
the promises center in him, and that they are infallibly sure and 
tetain to all the 8eed..«.yea and Amen, to the glory of God the 
Father! How establishing to hear such gracious words from thd 
lliouth <^ Jehovfih, ** I, even I am he that blotteth out thy trans^ 
gressions fbr mine own sake, and will not remember thy sinsi'*.^* 
Fsa. xliii^ 35. How powerfully alluring, how sweetly a.ttracting to 
the affections when love calls, ^^Put me in remembrance;" |^ead 
with me; thou shalt not call in vain ; I will hear; I will answer thee ! 
Thus love, thus grace descends to the heart; thus it speaks by the 
word: hence desires are kindled in the soul, blown into a flame, and 
lLi(:end in ferveiit, earnest prayer and pleading to a faithful, promise- 
fitlfillmg God. Surely we can never enough prize God's word, never 
suflficrcntly adore the Holy Spirit for the knowledge of Jesus by the 
Wordr and if the word of the Lord is our hope, we have eternal 
truth, everiasting love, infinite power, and unchangeable faithfiil- 
hess engaged for us. " Every word of God is pure: he is a shield 
unto them that put their trust in him."....Prov. xxx. 5. 

Willie others boast of naturc'& frames, Remember, Lord, thj word of grace, 
And ecstaciea of joy. On which my soul doth trust : 

May 1 siiU hope in God's try'd word» Fulfil thy promise freely made. 
And thence my comforts draw. ■ - I plead it.... thou ar» just. M. 
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Jesus said unto them, take heed tohatye hear. . . .Mark W. 24, 

It is our unspeakable mercy, it calls for our daily tribute of praise, 
and daily study to improve it, that a free use of the lively oracles of 
truth is permitted us ; ^ers are denied this rich privilege. Happy 
those to whom the word of God is the rule of their futh, a light to 
direct their paths, and a standard whereby they try and prove the 
doctrines they hear, whether they are of God or man. The wholk 
TRUTH, as it is in Jesus, is precious to every believer. ^* Faith com^ 
by hearing the word of God." As the ear is the inlet to the soul, we 
should ever take heed what kind of doctrines we hear. It was through 
the ear Satan gained access to the heart of Eve, and beguiled her. Paul 
alludes to this«.«.3 Cor. xi. 3. ^^ I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent 
beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted 
from the simplicity that is in Christ." What is this simplicity ? Eveii 
this plain simple truth, that salvation is wholly and solely by Jesus 
Christ, according to the everlasting purpose itnd love of God the 
Father, revealed in the word of truth, and applied to the soul by the 
Holy Spirit. Lost and perishing sinners are the happy subjects of it« 
They have no hand in procuring or making it effectual ; but they are 
wholly saved by election of grace through faith. Whatever doctrines 
are contrary to either of these points, oppose revealed truths, are 
subversive of the plan of salvation, tend to rob God of the glory of 
his grace, and his dear children of their comfort and joy of £sutb« 

Therefore, disciples of the Lamb, take heed ; beware of what yoh 
hear. These doctrines are not merely speculative, or non-essentiali 
but are the important, fundamental, essential truths of the gospel. To 
oppose the doctrine of election is to deny the first cause of salvationy 
the everlasting love of God the Father ; it is to gainsay the prophets, 
apostles, and even our Lord himself, who spake nK)St clearly and 
plainly of it. It is to set one's self against the testimony of the Spirit of 
truth. This ariseth from human pride, which ever imagines it can do 
something to procure God's love. So of the imputed righteousness of 
Christ, the saints perseverance in faith and holiness : if these scrip- 
ture-truths are maligned and opposed, it is from the supposed self- 
sufficiency and self-righteousness of the creature, in order to establidi 
its own righteousness and faithfidness ; hence salvation becomes pie- 
carious, justification impossible. This strikes at the root of true holi- 
ness, and tends both to presumption and licentiousness ; for whatever 
truths are revealed in the word by the Spirit of wisdom and truth (aiKd 
all these are as though wrote with a sun-beam^ it is that they should 
be the food of our fsuth, the matter of our study, the cau&e of humility, 
the confidence of hope, the rejoicing of love, and excitements to 
holiness ; "approving yourselves by the word of truth."....2Cor. vi» 7. 
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Jnd Joshua said unto Achan^ My son^ givey I pray thee, 
glory to the Lord God of Israel^ and make confession 
' unto him. ..Josh. vii. 19. . 

The Lord our God is a jealous God; jefJouB of his own gloiy 
and his people's good. Sin is contrary to both* God so loves his 
peoi^} that he will not suffer sin to reign in them. Wilful, allowed 
sin, however secret, he will chastise for, and bring the soul to confess 
snd repent of. Though sin shall not bring any one of God's dear 
children to hell, yet it may bring a hell into the conscience for a season. 
Sin may break the peace of mind, though it cannot break the cove- 
nant of peace. 

Wilful transgression causes the Lord to hide his &ce or frown upon 
his dear children. This weakens their hands, dejects their hearts, 
and the enemy gets power against them. This was the casb with 
Achan ; therefore the accursed thing must be foimd out, confessedf 
and put away. Methinks Achan's case should remind the believer 
of his carnal sinful nature. It is from hence spring all his troubles- 
Indulging its sinful motions brings g^ef to the soul ; encouraging an 
o|»nion of its goodness and righteousness, is dissembling with God: 
it is hiding somewhat in the "earth in the midst of the tent," which 
is abominable to him, and robs him of his glory. The flesh, with 
its lusts and corruptions, though we may think of them as Achan 
^d of the Babylonish garment, that they are goodly, yet they are 
accursed by the law of God. Therefore we are, through the Spirit, 
^ to crucify the flesh, with the affections and kists." Like the wedge of 

1 

gold, and the shekels of silver, all must be given up; we must 
retain none of its riches and treasures. How often has our flesh 
made our hands hang down, our knees faint, and our hearta troubled! 
O christian! thou son of the Most High, give glory to the Lord 
God of Israel ; hide nothing in thy earth, in thy vile nature from thy 
4x>rd and Saviour; make confession unto Jesus of all that is in thee^ 
vile and abominable, wretched and hell-deserving as thou art by 
nature. Give Jesus all the glory of redemption, justification and 
salvi^tion. Expect no good from the flesh, in the pleasures and 
enjoyments of sense; seek it all in Jesus, and from his Spirit. As 
Aqhan troubled Israel, he must therefore perish in the valley of 
Achor. So, christian, the flesh that troubles thy spirit is shortly to 
fail and die under the sentence for sin. But, saith the Lord, " I 
will give the valley of Achor (trouble) for a door of hope."....Hosea 
ii. 15. " Thou^ the body shall be sown in dish(Hior; yet it shall 
be ndsed in glory." For, suth Jesus, " I am the resurrection and 
the life. . He who liveth and believeth in me, shall never die»"«k»« John 
Xi. 25| %6, 
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Therefore zv€ ought to give the more emnesi heed to tttt^ 
things which xve have beard, lest ai any time tve should let 
them slip,... Heb.i}. 1. 

The body rexreives' little Viouiishtnent,' if its food hastily' pass 
through it. To health and streng;th proper digestion is necessary; 
Dirine truths, eageriy heard and soon forgot, do not comfort, nor 
strengthen the soul. When the babe Jesus wasi lying in the manger, 
and the shepherds had told the glorious things they had seen and 
beard concerning him, many wondered. But it was the happlnesfi 
ef the Yii^n mother, ^^ she kept all these things, and pondered thtni 
in her heart."....Luke ii. 19. We can never be comfortable in Jesus; 
but while the truths concerning him dwell in our minds. 

Many complain of bad memories. They can retain but little of 
the doctrines of grace. ' True, Jesus saves none for the sake of a 
strong memory.^ neither will his loving heart cast off any because of 
a weak bne. Yet it is our' daily interest to take the wholesome advice 
which the S{)irttt>f wisdom dictated. His word is our direction ; his - 
gracious cautions are necessary to prevent evils. What .he teachetH 
is profitable to the soul's health. It behoves us -to ^ve the most-' 
earnest heed to the truths of Jesus. They demand all our attelitibn* 
Pondering them in our mindd, dwelling on them in dui* hearts con^ 
tinualiy, tend (through grace) to keep us watchful igainst what • 
¥roukl rob us of their comfort, arid to strengthen our riiemorics, to- 
retain the sweet sense of theni....Henee. a holy fear will be excitedi 
lest at any time we should let them slip, or run out of our minds; 
as water does through a leaky vessel ; and so we lose the savour of 
them from our hearts. 

Sudden flashes of comfort, hasty transports of joy, are dul^ous as 
to their cause. It is by the word of truth we are to try them; and 
it is by that we shall be able to stfind. The gospel of grace inspireJ^ 
with courage. ' Through the knowledge of Jesus we shall conquer. 
That Spirit, which excites to diligence and care, will establish iB 
the truth. Studious souls, iti the School of Jesus, make the mo^ 
established and lively disciples. The opposition of enemies to iht 
truths of electing love, Jesus' righteousness, the final salvation of 
his redeemed children, &c. shall do us rio harm. This shall be 
over-ruled by grace to the rooting and establishing the faith of God's 
children. The oak is rooted stronger, by the blast that shakes it. ' 
The more we see of the evil df sin, the pride and unbelief of our 
corrupt natures, and the subtle devices of Satan, so much the more ' 
dear and precious shall we esteem the doctrines of j&^e-grace, ani. 
the ftpisbed salvation of Jesuis. Aiid we shall prove ourselves hit^' ' 
true disciples, " if we hold fast the confidence, and the rejoicing of 
the hope firm unto the end."....Heb. iii. 6. 
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He gave them their request^ but sent leanness into their 
souL...Psalm cv'u 15. 

Wben the sunshine of worldly ease, and a ^eater portion of 
the good things of this life than he. was wont to enjoy, fell to the lot 
of that champion of Jesus of blessed memory, Luther ; it excited a 
holy fear and jealousy in his heart, which made him cry out, ^Lon}' 
I will not be put off with these things.' However pleasant and agree- 
able worldly prosperity may be to the flesh, yet indulging and pam- 
pering the body begets and feeds many disorders and humors which 
are destructive to the health of the soul* • The body without exercise 
naturally looses its strength and vigor* Afllictions are the exercise 
of the soul ; though they be dreaded because grievous to the fleshy 
yet are they profitable to the spirit ; or else not one of God's dear 
children should know what a single trouble is : ibr they are all the 
allotments of covenant love* In our prayers we often imitate James 
axijl John, ^^ we know not what we .ask*" We ask amiss, and yet are 
ready to complain that the Lord doth not answer us according to our 
desire ; thoi^gh the very thii)g we asked would have proved as a 
serpent, to bite and destroy us* 

O what patience doth our God and Father exercise towards the 
froward dispositions of his dear, but untoward children! It would be 
bad for the best of us, if we were our own carvers* Let Peter have 
his request, and Jesus shall not die ; then Peter and every soul of 
man must have perishe^* It is our mercy that the Lord sometimes 
answers prayers with denials ; he most blesses us by not granting 
.o^r petitions* Saints long and. pray to be entirely delivered from the 
body of sin ; but though the Lord doth not take it away, yet he gives 
what is better, grace to subdue our corruptions ; and withal subdues 
pride, and keeps the soul dependent upon hi9iself, which 'is best of 
all* Thy will, thy glory should ever set bounds to our petitions* 
The health and prosperity of the inmiortal soul, is infinitely, to be 
preferred to the enjoyment and happiness of the perishing body* 
Gay clothing, with empty pockets, and a lean, starving body, is a 
distressed condition ; but how much more deplorable ! how awfully^ 
to be dreaded, the state of many professors! They have got wha^ 
.they eagerly sought, and earnestly requested ; the riches, honors, and 
pleasures of this world ; but alas ! their precious souls are in a lean, 
starving, flEimishing condition* Can the comforts and joys of a perisl^- 
ing world compensate the want of a sense of God's love, the reviving 
gt^e of our Lord Jesus, and the con^fbrting fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost? We should be ever concerned, in all our petitipns, to make 
the enjoyment of God the chief, the ultimate end. ^' Hearken ,dili- 
gently unto me^ eat that which is good; andlet your soul deligl^t 
itself In &tness*"****Isa* Iv* 2* . 
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Then opened he their UTtderstanding, that they might undern 
stand the scriptures..,. Luke xxiv. 45. 

Though Jesus had captivated the hearts, and drawn the affections 
of his disciples to himself, before his sufferings and death, yet they 
had very little knowledge in the mysteries of his kingdom, and of the 
mystery of iniquity which worked in them : they were but weak in 
the understanding of the holy scriptures ; hence arose their diffidence 
and suspicions concerning him* He left them scattered through fear 
and unbelief, and he finds them full of unreasonable doubts and 
troubles: for this he reproves them, "O fools, and slow of heart to 
bdieve all that the prophets have spoken*" But amidst all their 
weakness and ignorance there was a sweet and secret confidence in 
their hearts* Jesus had apprehended them as prisoners of love, and 
they were kept by an invisible power, that they might apprehend that 
for which also they were apprehended of Christ. Though he made 
the -hearts of two of his disciples <'bum within them," yet there was 
mere warmth than light; a transient heat of affections, but not a 
settled understanding and judgment in the scriptures. Thus it is 
with many of the lambs of the flock now. They have been taught 
to call ''Jesus Lord by the Holy Ghost." They feel some flashes 
of comfort, but they are oftener exercised with doubts and fears, 
jealousies and surmises ; but as the Saviour hath loved them, and 
called them to himself, he will establish their hearts in the faith. He 
not only warms the affections, but opens the understanding. Many 
mistake here: not the fire of our passions is to goverp us, but our 
dear understanding of the scriptures* By them our faith is strength- 
ened, our judgment established, our love increased, our hearts com- 
forted, our holiness' promoted. Thus Jesus honored the scriptures 
of truth : so he gave his first resurrection-blessing to his weak, but 
sincere disciples* 

"Jesus died for our sins, and rose again accoi:ding to the scrip- 
tures.".*.. 1 Cor. XV. 3, 4* His whole work on earth was to fulfil the 
scriptures* So he honored them : and herein he has left disciples an 
example. Prize the word of truth, study it constantly, pray over Jt 
daily. By the word of truth the Spirit teacheth knowledge. The 
scriptures are the sword of the Spirit: Satan will fly before them, 
because they testify of Jesus. Here, O soul, is an evidence of a titre * 

• 

disciple. Jesus hath opened his understanding to understand the 
^riptures* Hath the Lord thus blessed thee ? Then thou seest ^esus 
to be the sum and substance of the scriptures, therefore thou will 
esteem them as thy companion, thy guide, and thy familiar friend 
^For whatsoever things were written aforetime, were written for our 
beaming, that we, through patience and comfort of the scriptures, 
might have hope* "••••Rom* xt« 4* 
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But grow in grace, and in the hunoledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ : to him be glory both naio and for 
ever. Amen....2Pet.i\\. \%. 

Christian, know thy danger. Thou art ever liable to be led 
awaj by the error of the wicked one, to decline from the truth, and 
to &11 away from thy stedfastness in the faith of Jesus. Exhorta- 
tions warn of this ; they tend to quicken stronger exercises of faith 
and love, as a remedy against this ; yea, through the influences of the 
Spirit they cause new-bom souls to grow and increase with the in- 
crease of God, just as reviving showers of rain and warm influenced 
of the suBy cause the fruits of the earth tp grow. It behoves every 
follower of the Lamb to consider this; to wrestle with the God of all 
ig^race^ lest he grow faint in his mind, his hands l^ang down, and hia 
knees become feeble ; but that he ^^ grow strong in the grace which 
Is in Christ Jesus." Behold the inseparable connection between grace 
and Jesus, knowledge and growth. No growth in grace but by the 
knowledge of Jesus. The more thou growest up in thy head, Christ, *' 
Che more thou wilt grow out of hope in thyself, out of conceit with 
thysdf, out of the reach of the self-richteouslt wicked. 

1*0 know and experience the grace of God in Christ, is the special 
niercy of poor sinners. To grow in the faith of free-grace truths, 
and in the knowledge of the love of Jesus, is our richest consolation, 
oiu* Mghest joy. Hast thou experienced a little of this special grace ? 
Hast thou tasted that the Lord is gracious ? In this consists thy pre-> 
sent blessedness, peace, and joy. But, alas ! what is thy knowledge 
and experience, but like a drop of water to the vast ocean. Art thou 
hungering after more grace, thirsting after greater knowledge of 
Jesus? Verily, thou shalt be filled....'^fllled with all the fulness of 
God." It is the nature of grace, the property of the knowledge of 
Jesus, to create an insatiable thirst in the soul after deeper experiences 
of it: hence me^ns of grace will be diligently used, the scriptures, 
which testify of Jesus, constantly searched, the g^pel of grace highly 
prized} the sincere milk of the word desired, and the influences of 
the Spirit implored. Why all this ? That the soul may grow in the 
^tl^ and love of Jesus; that the bud of grace may blossom and b^ar 
npe fruit to the glpry of God. The smallest knowledge of Jesus 
shall be increased till the believing babe in Christ comes '^ in the 
unity of the f^th, land in the knowledge of the Son of God, to the 
l»easur^ of the st^^ui^e of the fulnct^s of Qhrist,*' until faith is turned 
into aii^ti bc^e i^waUowed i^p ki fruitipn, and the love of an unseen 
Jesus on earth shall ripen untp the ftillest enjoyment of him in 
heaven ; and all this to the glory of God the Father^ who hath '< made 
us accepted in his belpved Son«"*««*£ph« u 6» 
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Ye tvere as sheep going astray^ but are note returned unto 
the shepherd and bishop of your sonls.\..2 Pet. ii. 25. 

Scripture allusions continually remind us, ^Hhat salvation is 
not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth^ but of God who ' 
sheweth mercy : therefore, not unto us, not to our free will, but ^i9' 
thy free grace, O Lord, be all the glory. Like that poor silly crea- 
ture, a shieep, we naturally stray into all kind of danger, but are imapt 
to return of ourselves. We never should unless the shepherd sought- 
us. "We have turned every one to his own way," have lost ouiv 
selves in the wilderness of sin, are wounded by the wolf of prey,? 
blinded by pride, self-will, and self-righteousness. We delight in* 
our distance from the good shepherd. We please ourselves in feed-- 
ing on carnal lusts and sensual vanities, while our poor souls are in a 
starving, perishing condition^ Unparalleled love ! the sheep's wounds^ 
are healed by the shepherd's stripes; pardon is obtained by the 
bishop's sufferings and death. All this is proclaimed by the shep- 
herd's voice. But, " O ! what fools I how dow of heart to believer 
this I" This keeps many poor sheep from returning to Jesus; and 
those that have heard his voice, and are returned to him, do not 
keep so close to him as is their interest and happiness. The loving 
shepherd complains of this....Jer. ii. 31...." Have I been a barreif' 
wilderness unto you, O ye sheep of my pasture ?" No, truly : our 
souls can never be healthy and thriving but while our shepherd is in: 
view, and we are feeding in the green pastures of his love by the 
still waters of his salvation. 

It behoves Christ's sheep to consider daily how dear they ^re t<y , 
hini; what sweet relation he stands in to them; what love and care 
he has for them ; that so Jesus may be more endeared to them, and 
his pastoral instructions, cautions, and directions, may influence their 
walk and conversation ; for the adversary is ever working upon our 
treacherous nature to make us conceive of Jesus otherwise thsoi a* 
faithful shepherd and loving overseer, that so, as terrified sheep, we 
may fly &om him, and cease to love and follow him. Yea, to this, 
end the father of lies thus preaches: * Though you are returned -to 
your shepherd, < yet after all he may cease to care for you, and let 
you perish.' This is the doctrine of devils, let who will preach it^ 
for it gives the lie to Jesus, the truth, who says, ^^I give untb^ 
them eternal life; they shall never perish, neither shall ANvpluokT! 
them out of my hands* "....John x. 28. ^^ Wc are not ignorant oT 
Satanls devices,"i*.«3Cor. ii. ll....nor <<of the cunning craftiness of 
those who lie in wait to deceive."....£ph. iv. 14* . ' '.« 

* 
The Lord my shepherd is,- If e'er I go utrayf 

I shall be well supply 'd< * He doth my sovA reclaiuif ^^ 

Since he is mine, and I am hiS| And guides me in his own. right wa^ * 

What can I want beside! For his most holy name. 
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God is faithful, by xvhomye were called unto the fellowship 
of his Son Jesus Christ. ..A Cor. i. 9. 

While we entertain a notion of a God out of Christ, it affords 
no comfort to the mind to hear of God's faithiiilness. Nay, if we 
were not blind to our state, as sinners, the thought would fill ut 
with dread and horror. For how awful, how terrifying is this decla- 
ration from a faithful God: " I will by no means clear the guilty. "•••• 
Ehcod* xxxiv. 7. But ^^ we know that the Lord our God, he is 
God, the faithful God, who keepeth covenant and mercy with them- 
that love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand genera- 
tions. "•••.Deut. vii. 9. O this is the life of poor sinners^ souls! this- 
is the joy of their hearts ! For whenever one reads of the covenant, 
it> reminds of Jesus the surety, the mediator, of God in Christ, 
the God of love, our reconciled God and Father. We have no 
itniBediate access to the Father but by hi% Son Jesus Christ. When 
called into fellowship, intercourse, familiarity, and s^eet converse- 
with Jesus by faith, then we have free access to the Father's throne 
of grace, and his heart of love* We glory in his g^reat and precious 
promises, and triumph in his declarations of faithfulness and truth* 

-The faithfulness of God is the foundation of all present grace ; 
tke security of future glory. Many weak disciples are perplexed 
with dark and disturbing thoughts in this matter. Their hearts 
are not carried up to rest in the love of the Father, where all is 
serene and quiet ; but they rest below, in the regions of doubts and 
fears, storms and clouds. Their souls may be exercised, and ofien 
distressed ;. but they are safe, because called to the knowledge of 
&ith: in and fellowship with their elder brother, Jesus. This is by 
theiove of the Father through the power of the Spirit. And God is 
fmthfiil to his covenant, to his Son, to his people, to his ovm word ta 
them, -and his work in them. ^^ For whom he calls, them he glo- 
rifie&f" Faithful to support them under all present dejections of 
mind and sinking of spirits : faithful to preserve them in all times 
of danger^ and to give them living comforts in a dying hour. 

:'Now^ O believer, thou art called to honor the faithfulness of thy 
Qodf fa^. trusting in his word of truth; glorying in his promises of 
gfiice.^t; all times. Yea, at thy worst of tiroes and frames, even 
when sense, reason, feelings, and appearances are all against thee, 
then Ihe Lord is for thee* ^^ The Lord is fisdthful, who shall 
siabiisb you, and keep you from all evil. "....2 Thess. iii* 3. Faithful 
«<^'to<onIiTm you unto the end, that you may be blameless in the day 
of the Lord Jesus."....! Cor. i. 8. » 

Our God, how firm hit promise stands. Then why my soul these sad complaints. 
E'en when. he hides his fi&ce ! Since Christ and we are one { 

Histmst's in oor Redeemer's hands. Thy God is faithful to his saints^ 
His glory and his grace. is faithful to his Son. M. 
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Tf^hat shall tee say then ? shall we contvme in sin, that grace 
may abound P.... Rom. vi. 1. 

Believ£r in JesQs^' what are thy thoughts? what the answer 
of thine heart this day^ in regard to thy walk and conduct in lifejj 
from the important doctrines of g^ce ? Canst thou say, the everlast- 
ing love of God the Father, reigning through the righteousness ot 
Jesus unto eternal life, manifested in the gospel, and applied by the 
Holy S{Mrit through faith, have the least tendency to give rein's to 
thy lust, to open a door of licentiousness, and to encourage thee to 
continue in sin ? Doth the belief of the guilt of sin, being atoned by 
the precious blood of Jesus, influence thee to the love of sin? Dotli 
the knowledge of Christ's righteousness imputed unto justification of 
life, tend to make thee delight in unrighteousness and unhoUness of 
life ? By no means : God forbid ! to bring such an heinous charge 
against divine truths; O what daring impiety! what horrid bias- 
phemy ! Beware of such a thought; indulge it not one moment ; it 
comes from the adversary c^ all truth ; it impeaches the wisdom and 
holiness' of the Spirit of truth; for he reveals these soul-savingi 
Christ-glorifying, God-honoring truths ; and by his gracious gift of 
faith, sinners receive and embrace them* But to what end ? Hereby 
^y see the display of justice ; mercy triumphing in righteousness; 
their souls established in a sense of peace and pardon, and niost 
powerfully influenced to the love of personal holiness and obedience* 
Sooner ascribe midnight darkness and winter^ fr9st to the source of 
fight and heat of the sun, than once imagine the grace of God leads 
to sin, or the aboumfings c^ grace to continuance in sin. No ; this is 
through the alxmndings of lust.*./^ When lust hath conceived^ it 
brings forth sin.*\.. James i* 15. But grace conceived in the heart| 
brings forth holiness* 

** Do we then make void the law through &ith? GkkI forbid : Yeaf 
we establish the law."....Rom* iii. 3 1 • How ? as a covenant of works 
to us? No; that, it was our dear surety. " Christ is the end (the 
fiilfiller) of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth."**.* 
Rom* X. 4. We establish the law, as a rule of duty to us; though 
not to obtain life, but according to which we ought to walk* So wo 
follow our Lord, and are conformed to him* O may the cheering 
light of truth be ever accompanied with the warm influences of the 
Sim of righteousness upon the heart I ^^ By the grace of God we haVfl 
had our conversation in the world* "••»**3 Cor* i* 1 2. 

" Then shall we best proclaim abroad I catanot love, nor live in sin, 
^•The honors of our Saviour God, Though sin in me doth still abided 
•* When his salvation reigns within, Though sin'a alive, Tm dead to stn» 
•* And grace subdues the pow'r of sin**' My Saviour keeps from lust and 

M. 
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fjrod haih chosen us in Christy before the foundation of the 
zcorld....Eph. i. 4. 

So the apostles wrote and preached, to comfort and establish 
their brethren in the faith of Christ, in the love of God, and in th^ 
kanctification of the Spint unto all true holiness. The election of 
tinners, by God the Father in Christ Jesus, from all eternity, is the 
foundation from which all faith and hope spring. If this truth it 
rejected, the atonement of Jesus is made precarious, the work of the 
Spirit uncertain, salvation doubtful, faith void, the promise of none 
efifect, and the hope of eternal life is made to depend on the will and 
power of weak and vile sinners, instead of the g^ace and truth of God; 
But in every age, men of corrupt minds, destitute of the tnith, have 
imposed God's sovereign grace, everlasting love, and eternal purpo- 
ses* God hath suffered it, ^^ that those who are approved might be 
made manifest.".... 1 Cor. xi. 19. Humble, self-emptied sinners, who 
are poor in spirit, and lowly in their own eyes, plainly discern that 
systems of human pride, schemes of self-confidence, are set up to 
establish vain hopes and self-righteous pleas, in opposition to the 
truths of God : " If it were possible to deceive the very elect of God.'* 
••••Matt. xxiv. 24. But his love towards his children is too great to 
sulTer it. And they do well to take heed to the true light of electing 
grace and love ; which shines with such glory in the person of JesuS| 
to the comfort of their souls, through the faith of him. 
- ^^ Beware of men; call no man Rabbi," saith our divine teacher* 
Yet saith Paul to his son Timothy, ^ The things which thou hast 
heard of me, the same commit thou to ^ithful men; who shall be 
able to teach others also."....2 Tim. ii. 2. So a standing ministry 
hath been established, whom God hath sent forth in every age boldly 
to preach the God-glorifying, soul-humbling, faith-establishing, sin-: 
subduing truths of the gospel* Human compositions, agreeable to 
God's truth, are precious ; as they are made establishing to the 
faithful* Thanks to God for those sweet and comfortabfe words of 
t)ie 17th article of the established church. Our pious reformers say^ 
^The godly consideration of predestination, and our election in 
C!!:$Tist, is full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly 
persons, and such as feel in themselves the working of the Spirit of 
Chcrist, mortifying the works of che flesh and their earthly members, 
and drawing up their minds to high and heavenly things. It doth 
greatly establish and confirm their faith of eternal salvation, to be 
enjoyed through Christ. It doth fervently kindle their love towards 
God*' Here are blessed scriptural marks of a true christian : if thou 
findett them in thine own heart, give God the glory of electing love, 
and ^ hold faftt t^s form of sound words in faith and love*"**** 
S'Tim. i. 13. ' 
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If any mqn sin, we have an advocate with iJie Father ^ Jesus 
Christ the righteous..,.! John ii. 1. . 

In the glass of God's holy and righteous law we see what an 
unholy and unrighteous thing sin is ; it is hateful in the eyes of a 
pure God ; it has separated between God and the sipner, and tends 
to his eternal destruction. The gospel in no wise renders sin l^ss 
odious to God, less heinous in his sight; far from it. Yea, rather 
it paints sin in the blackest colours, and shews its deepest malignancy, 
by the gracious method of its atonement. View the holy Lamb 
suffering for sin on the cross ; see the streaming blood, and hear the 
direful agonies of the Son of God on account of sin ; and say, O 
believer, is sin a little matter, a trifling thing? Learn daily sin's evil 
by its remedy ....sin's poison by its antidote*...the hell it deserved by 
the person who redeems. And ever, O my soul, hold fast this as a 
^acred truth, though God loves thy person in Christ Jesus, yet he 
hates thy sinsi though reconciled to thy soul through the Son of his 
iove, yet he never can be reconciled to sin, though at peace with thee 
through the blood of the cross, yet ever at enmity against thy sins. 
Hence the beloved disciple declares, " These things write I unto 
you, little children, that ye sin not." Beware of sin as the worst 
ipvil; watch against sin as a deadly foe; strive against it, oppose* 
resist it in the power of the Spirit, as your worst enemy : as most 
hateful and displeasing to your best friend. 

But if any man sin, (for none are perfectly free from sin in their 
nature, nor wholly exempt from it in their practice), what then? 
.must he lie down and despair? No; " We have an advocate with 
the Father:" Jesus Christ pleads the cause of sinners, though be is 
not an advocate for sin; for he is the righteous. Therefore he 
doth not deny the charge that we are sinners, guilty in ourselves; 
he extenuates none of our sins, but owns every accusation brought 
into court against us by a perfect law and strict justice; with every 
aggravating circumstance which can be urged. Against all that law 
and justice can charge upon us, he pleads his own undertaking, bis 
work, his life and death, his blood and righteousness. His people 
have sinned ; his blood hath atoned. They have contracted guilt ;. 
he hath suffered the punishment. They have deserved the curse of 
the law ; he has borne it for them. . They have deserved hell ; he ha$ 
opened the kingdom of heaven. They are unrighteous in themselves;. 
Jesus hath fulfilled the law for them, and clothes them with his per- 
fect righteousness. Therefore he pleads that sin may not be imputed 
^o them ; but that pardon of sin and peace of conscience may be 
bestowed upon them by the word and Spirit ; and that they may be 
sanctified in him, and glorified with him. Thus saith our dear Lord, 
to us, " I will not leave you comfortless. "...John a^iv. 18. 



APRIL Mk 195 

35fe soul of the sluggard desirethy and hath nothing : but 
the soul of the diligent shall bemadefatJ...Prov. xiii. 4. 

In the busy scenes of life, in thi awfiil moinents of death, the 
fonnal professor, as well as the profligate and profane, will desiro 
to £sc&pe misery and woe, and enjoy heaven and happiness. But 
alas ! how vain and fruitless are such desires ! If these may be 
cahieid good desiries, ^ the way to hell is paved with them,' ssdth an 
ancient father of the church. But in this, the wisdom of the chil- 
dren of God is manifested. They are diligent in the use of such 
ineans, which, through the grace of the Holy Spirit, will be crowned 
with a blessed end* They cannot rest in desiring, but in possessing ; 
not in wishing, but enjoying. They find and feel their souls want 
continual supplies of food from Jesus, support from his promises^ 
nourishment from his word and ordinances, and life from his Spirit* 
And ' as their desires are quickened, their diligence is drawn out 
after these things. 

Truth and wisdom declare, they shall not barely be kept fron)i 
starving; just preserved alive, like Pharaoh's lean kine; but shall 
be fed and nourished. Yea, like healthy sheep in rich pastures, 
they shall grow fat. << The soul of the diligent shall be made fat.".... 
Prov. xiii. 4. Here is encouragement for thy diDgence, here is 
a spur to thy activity, O disciple. Here is the promise of ihy 
Lord. Where iis thy faith ? Dost thou perceive thy soul decline, 
instead of growing fat ? Do lusts and corruptions gain ground ? 
Doth the love of the world get the ascendancy of the love of the 
Father in thy heart? Is the edge of thy spiritual appetite palled? 
and canst thou not feed nor feast on the rich repast of Jesus* re- 
jeemihg love as' heretofore? wherefore is this? Hast thou not 
reason to charge thyself with sloth and indolence? Hast thou not 
been sleeping on thy bed of ease, instead of seeking the food of thy 
soul'? Indulging thy perishing body, when thou mightest* have 
used ineans for feasting thy immortal spirit? If so, the word cfif 
grace^ and the testimony of thy conscience, convict thee ; this is 
not tight ; thou oughtest to take shame to thyself; it is thy duty 
to huinble thyself, and to call upon the Spirit to quicken thee. 
Though saved in the Lord Jesus with an everlasting salvation, yet 
tfabtt art called " to give all diligence to make thy calling and elec- 
tion sure." In this way the Lord will nourish souls in love, arii 
make them fet in the consolations of his grace. Consider, all are 
busy and active around thee.—Satan to tempt, the world to ensnare, 
and thy corruptions within to betray thee. Remember the eyes of 
thy defaip Lord are ever upon thee to see how thou actest thy part. 
Yea, more, " according to his riches in glory, to strengthen thee 
with might l)y his Spirit in the inner man*'%*«.Eph. iii. 16. 

Vol. L Q 
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Without €ontrov€rs]/y great is the mystery of godliness : God 
was^ manifest in the fleshy Sic... I Tim. iii. 16. 

The truths of the gospel arc undoubtedly great mysteries to 
carnal reason. We have naturally no ideas of their existence ; but 
being plainly revealed by the Spirit of truth, they cease to be Jiid 
from our knowledge. They are no longer secret mysteries, as to 
their matter, but plain and open truths to feiith. True, the mannejh 
of their existence is incomprehensible to reason. So they will ever 
remain mysteries to us. Therefore *the sons of natural pride Bud 
human ignorance reject and disbelieve them : but the children of 
:wisdom and humility esteem the whole mystery of godliness, every 
bible-truth, as precious objects of their faith. Blessed be God, our 
jcomfort and salvation consists in believing, not in explaining. The 
christian, like the prophet, being born of the Spirit, is a "man of 
strife and contention with th^ whole earth.".... Jer. xv. 10. All m 
nature and carnal reason are in arms against the truths he believesk 
'Because he earnestly contends for them, he will ever find controversy 
and perverse disputings from men of corrupt minds, destitute of tlve 
truth. His zeal here-isfilways commendable, only let it be in love. 
What the Lord hath taught in his word, we receive as the focd 
x)f our souls. This is our simple answer to the God of this world,' 
•and to the wise disputer of this age. We cannot comprehend how 
God dwelt in flesh, but we are fully assured he did. We have the 
fullest proof of it in his word ; and his word is truth. And it is the 
very life of our souls, and the joy of our hearts, to believe our God. 
Why God dwelt in flesh, and the glorious ends he hath accomplished 
hereby, we know. Of ^is also, we are perfectly assured ; weliclievc 
•it from the same infallible testimony. To the faith 'of this, we have 
the inward witness of the Spirit also. God, known in the flesh, 
beheld in human form, viewed in our nature, is the very essence of 
our faith; we now partake its blessings and experience Its comforts; 
Hence springs the assured pardon of all our sins, the acceptance <^ 
our persons, the sanctification of our souls, and sure and certain 
hope of eternal life and glory. All this is by free promise, accord- 
ing to the purpose and decree of the everlasting covenant of graco, 
to the glory of the ever-blessed Trinity, and to the comfort and 
salvation of lost sinners. Thus saints are called into " one body, bf 
one Spirit ; have one hope, one Lord, one faith, qne baptism, one 
atonement, one righteousness, one God and Father of all, who i^ 
above all, and through all, and in them all."..t.£phes. iv. 4, 5, 6. 

Sense feels I am a sinner here : By faith I view love's mystery. 

Reason this truth could ne'er explore ; Gop liv'd and dy'd in human flesh* 
That God in flesh should cleanse my soul My hope, my heav'n, my joy is this; 
By shedding hia own purple gore. N» stronger proofs of love I wish. S(^ 
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'fkeep under my Ibdy; and bring it into subject ion... A Cor. 
ix. 27. 

-■ The neglect of this* brings on leanness of souK If this enemy 
gains* ground) it is alarming; if He prevails, it canses mourning; 
but when he is kept low, and supplies are cut off, his power' is 
li^eakened, and victory over him is easily gained* Such are the 
sensitive powers, carnal affections, and sinful inclinations which com- 
pose part of our present frame, the body; a body of sin and death; 
To gratify and fulfil them is very pleasing and delightfbl to- nature 
and sense* But how awfully subversive of the comforts of faith, the 
peace of the mind, and the joy of the soul, thy own sad experience, 

disdple, hath proved* Nor can it be otherwise ; let us not deceive 
burselves; we cannot indulge and pamper the life of the flesh but to 
the hurt and injiiry of the life of the soul There is an irrcconcileable 
^enihity between the flesh and the spirit, the old man and the new* 
•The variance and strife will ever subsist while we are in the body* It 
IB the Lord's sovereign will to leave the Canaanites still in the land, 
and to drive them out by little and little* For ^^ behold a King shall 
Hi^gn in righteousness* "••••Isa. xxxii* 1* This is our beloved Jesus* 
-Here is the exercise of faith in him, the touch-stone of our love, and 
'the proof of our allegiance to him, in striving daily for the mastery, 
to conflict with and fight against every inordinate affection and 
-corrupt lust of our fallen, sinful nature^ and to keep them under, and 
tnirig them into subjection to him* It is hard work to fight with an 
■enemjr that is part of one's self ; but Jesus' banner hath this motto^ 
** Deny thyself, take up thy cross daily, and follow mc»" Though 
'die work is ours, yet thine, O Jesus, is the power* 

" Faith in Jesus not only accepts his imputed righteousness for 
justification, but has also a lively dependence on Christ for every 
ftupply of his Spirit for further sanctification*. It leaves not the soul 
ma laisy languid state', but causes it to aspire afler greater delight 
in and conformity to God ; it eyes God as its centre ; enjoyment of 
him as its happiness, and full conformity to him as its perfection. 
To indulge, pamper, and gratify the flesh, is contrary hereto ; 
therefore mortification and self-denial, and subjecting the flesh to 
the spirit, will be the exercise of living, believing, loving souls* 
fiut why all this? not from legal principles: not from slavish fear 
W hcU and damnation ; not through dread of being reprobated and 
i»8t away for ever; No:. Paul had not so learned, nor did Christ 
teach so* Believers act from love to Jesus, being assured of perfect 
salvation by him* " Eternal life is the gift of God."...*Hom. vi* 23. 

What different pow'rs of grace and sin Thus will the flesh and spirit strive*. 
Attend this mortal state ! And vex and break my peace i 

1 bate.the thoi^hts that work withlui I long to live a glorious life,. 

And do the works I hate. When sin shall' ever cease*. 
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The Lord will not cds^t of his people^ neither will heforsaJlt 
his inheritance.,.. Psalm xciv. 14. 

THEftEFORfii, drooping- soul, cast not off thy confidence in him* 
A meteor will expire when the earthly matter is spent that main^ 
tained the bliaze for a time* Profession may carry to an high eleva^^ 
tion. Persons may appear as fixed stars in thef church of Christy 
but time may discover them to be no other than shining meteors, or 
shooting and falling stars* Yea, angels kept not their first estate* 
But the .Lord's chosen people is his portion* The gates of hell shall 
not prevail against the church of Christ* " All thosie that be planted 
in the house of the Lord, shall flourish in the courts of our God."«**» 
Psalm xcii. 13* Here is the consolation of Christ, the comfort of 
love, the fellowship of the Spirit, " He that believeth in Jesus shall 
be saved;" not for days, months, years, btlt saved with an ever- 
lasting salvation. For all such are the objects of the everlasting 
love . of ah unchangeable God* He never casts off nor forsakes thejm* 
Even when in the furnace of trials and afflictions, hear the declarations 
of love concerning them: "They shall call on my name, and I 
.will hear them. I will say, it is my people." Hear the claim of 
faith : " Then shall they say, The Lord is my God*"**.*Zech* xiii. 9* 
David knew that friends had cast him off: yea, father and mother 
might forsake him; his frames and feelings had fcM'saken him, his 
joys had withered, and his comforts seemed all blasted in an hour* 
But says he, age and observation have fiilly confirmed me in this 
truth, '' I never saw the righteous forsaken of his God:" " Though 
he fell, he* shall not be utterly cast down*" Why so? Truly, sadth 
he, " The Loi'd upholdeth him with his han.d."*..*Psalm xxxvii* 24. 
Falls may wound the soul, bruise the spirit, cause sinkings of heart, 
and dejections of mind* Satan may sadly daub an^d bespatter the 
poor child of God, and endeavour to persuade him that he is in such 
a filthy condition, that his Father doth not know him, will not own 
him* The Lord help us to fear such a state, and to watch and pray 
that we may stand ! Yet the Lord will not cast away his people whom 
he did foreknow, no)* forsake his chosen inheritance* There is halm 
in Gilead. Jesus is the skilful physician ; he will heal and restore 
his beloved members; he knows them, he loves them, they are his 
property. O how should this endear Jesus to our souls ! cause u« to 
cleave unto him with full purpose of heart ; embitter sin, and cause 
us to cry continually, " Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my 
footsteps slip not*"*.**Psalm xvii. 5* . 

[arise ! 
Praise to tl^e goodness of the Lord, Whence then should doubts and fears 
Who rules his people by his word* Why trickling sorrows drown our eyes? 
And there, as strong as hia decrees^ Slowly, alas, our mind receives 
He se^s his kindest promises. The comforts that oar Saviour gives. 
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Sejoichg in hope ; patient in tribulation ; continuing in^ 
\ slant in prayer,... Rom. xii, 12. 

The gospel brings us from a hopeless into a hopeful state; but 
net into an independent one. We are never to expect freedom from 
trialft and tribulations in this v^e of tears ; they lie in our way to the 
end of' our hope, the enjoyment of God in glory. Faith takes hold 
of something that is material, and maketh the soul triumph in hope* 
Hope makes the soul joyful, and excites to patience. Tribulations 
cause a throne of grace to be prized, a covenant God in Christ to be 
sought unto and delighted in. In the rough waves ( f difficulties, in 
the storm of afHiction, in the boisterous sea of temptation, hope is an 
anchor to the soul ; when that is cast within the veil the vessel shall 
f afely ride out every storm ; though tossed, it shall not be driven 
finom its moorings ; it keeps the soul safe and steady, 
r . The grace of patience is ranged between the joy of hope and the 
constant exercise of prayer, as though it could not exist without 
either, but is supported and strengthened by both. Jonah sleeps 
sound in the ship, but prays hard in the whale's belly. Distress and 
'. hope raise an importunate cry. A hopeful soul will be much in prayer ; 
and the more in converse and communion with Gkxi, the soul will 
jnoi*e thrive in every grace of the Spirit. " Ask, and. ye shall receive," 
IB the ^^rand charter of heaven. Yea more, lest children grow remiss, 
be sparing in their addresses, and content themselves with any por- 
' lion, when the exuberance is necessary, saith our munificent Lord, 
f^ Ask and receive, that your joy may be full. "....John xv. 11. Sip 
not at the streams ; but drink large draughts at the fountain-head. 
. Ever remember, christian ; the life of sense is contrary to the life 
of fiuth.- Walking after the ilesh, gratifying its lusts, conforming 
to a sinful world, deadens the life of the soul, indisposes it to prayer, 
makes hope decline, impatience prevail, and all the graces. wither. 
And canst thou delight to live at a distance from thy Saviour ? What ! 
'without a sense of his peace and love ? Wouldst thou not fear to die in 
such a frame? ^' Keep yourselves in the love of God,' ' is an evangelical 
^xhortation....Jude, ver. 2 1 ••••looking unto Jesus under every circum- 
stance... .avoid every thing contrary to love....study to be diligent in 
Chase means which tend to excite and strengthen the liveliness of faith, 
the comforts of love, the joy of hope, and the patience of the soul. 
^> If ye do these things, ye shall never fall."...«2 Pet. i. 10. 

Saints, at your Father's heav'nly word, Jast in the last distressing hour. 
Give up your comforts to the Lord; The Lord displays deliv'ring powV; 
He shall restore what you resign, The mount of trials is the place 

Or grant you blessings more divine. Where we shall see surprising grace. 
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Then had the churches rest and were edifiedl and walking 
in the fear of the Lordj and in the comfort of the Holy 
. Ghost J xoere multiplied^ . . .Acts ix . 3 1 . 

The form of godliness without the power, is sufficient to muktt 
men saints, good church-men, honest souls in the eyes of the carnal 
world. But when, by the power of the Spirit our hearts possess the 
faith of Jesus, it cannot be hid, but the life of Jesus also will be mani- 
fested in our walk and conversation. Then persecution awaits us, the 
world hates us, their former esteem for aiid good opinion of ui^,' hi 
changed into hatred and opposition. The word of the Lord must h9 
fulfilled, " All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer perse* 
cution."....2 Tim. iii. 12. This is the lot of every disciple, it ia » 
touch-stone of faith ; but this is over-ruled by our master's wisdom^ 
for his glory and our spiritual advantage* These have proved the 
miost thriving seasons to the church of (^od, most prosperous to tlie 
souls of disciples ; then the love of this world has been most purged 
from the heart, and the closest fellowship with Jesus enjoyed^ 
without adversity our graces wither. 

But is the rage and fuiy of opposers abated ? Have we a little 'more 
rest and quiet from those, who, at our first conversion to Jesus,' vexed- 
)and oppressed us? Here a godly jealousy is needful, close examination 
necessary. Is Jesus still dear to us ? Do we keep close to him as tlie 
beloved of our souls? Ai* the promises of God still precious? and do 
we stand steady against the smiles of the world, preferring Jesus to. 
all ? See, mark the blessed connection between edification of the tmthi 
walking in the fear of the Lord, and enjoying the comforts of the Hol]^ 
Chost. So the church of old prospered when rest was given them. ^ 
These things are inseparable. True saving knowledge of Jesus in the 
heart, ever discovers itself by a holy, loving, ^ial fear of the Lord in 
the life. The more we are edified in the faith, this fear increaseth^ 
Mth and fear are founded in love, and will be accompanied with -the 
comfort of the Holy Ghost. ■■* 

But though the churches had rest from persecution, still the mem* 
bcrs were in the body ; Satan was active ; afflictions and temptation^ 
ceased not. In this, nor they nor we shall ever be exempt in- this vale 
of tears: to endure them, we are taught, is part of.our blessedness..** 
James i. 1 2^ By them we learn many useful lessons of faith, patience^ 
humility, and resignation to the will of God, and are ma()e the more 
to partake of his holiness; so the Holy Ghost sanctifies them to our 
profit, and enables us to glorify the Lord our God, being cheerful and 
confident iit Jesus* promise*: " Because thou hast kept the word of my 
patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation.'^ 
Rev. iii. 10. 
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dot thou hast not taUed upon mCy O Jacob : but tliou hast 
been weary of me, O Israel.... Isa. xliii. 22. 

"God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew/*.... 
ilom. xi. 2. Zealous professors may become sliameful apostates. 
<^od's own children may awfully backslide from him, and sadly decline 
in their love to him and service of him. 6uch a conduct is most base 
to the best of beings, most ungrateful to the most loving Lord and 
Saviour, most wounding to sensible, gracious hearts : but such wan- 
*dering sheep shall hear the faithfiil shepherd's voice, and shall 
Tctum with weeping and supplications. Slighted meitries, forfeited 
'privileges, neglected means of grace, indifference to the cause of 
Jesus, and growing weary of the Saviour's ways and service, bear 
«ad witness against the soul. 

A little self-examination will discover that such an one hath found" 
other lovers ; with them he is dejighted, and after them he hath gone* 
Jf the life of sense prevails against the life of faith, the lusts of the 
flesh ape preferred t« spiritual delights; carnal, worldly company is 
more relished than the communion of the saints ; fellowship with 
the unfhiitful works of darkness is more attended to, than fellowship 
•with Jesus : if the private duties of the closet, the public ordinances 
of God's house are forsaken : if to all this there is an indifference and 
nnconcem of soul, can the solemn charge of our Lord be heard) 
?'Thou liast been weary of me," without pleading guilty? Be aston- 
ished, O heavens, at thisl Weary in serving the Lord may be the 
•christian's experience through infirmity ; but to be weary of the Lord 
liimsetf^ the Lord of every perfection, the God of all mercies, the 
Father of all consolation, the only Saviour of our souls, our only hope 
in time, our all in eternity ; to be weai^ of, to grow shy to such a 
being, O what shall one say! truly, love is patient and prayer 
powerful ; but for the love of the Father, and the intercession of 
JesuS) sudi a soul might, ere this, have reaped his deserts in tormentS) 
and been weary of his punishment in hell. But O, after such base 
eonduct, hear the declaration of love....^^I, even I am he that blotteth 
put thy transgressions, for mine own sake, and will not remember 
thy sins."....verse 25. Therefore there is hope, grace reigns, grace 
a)x>unds, mercy is free, proclamation is made. "Return, (such a 
temper must hje changed, or death cannot be hopeful, nor eternity 
desirable), return to the Lord thy God, for thou hast fallen by thint 
imquity.".«..Hosea xiv. 1. 

Where should my foolish passions rove? Let me be fasten'd to thy crbss» 
Where can such sweetness be Rather than loose thy sight. 

At 1 Jiaye tasted in thy love, M^ke haste my days to reach the goat 

As I have found in thee ! ^nd bring my heart to rest 

Wretch that I am, to wander thus^ On the dear centre of my soul. 
In chace of false delights i My God, my Saviour's breast. 
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Then I sazo and considered it xvell : I looked upoji ii^ a^ 
received i7isiruction....Prov,. xxiy. 32. 

Observation is the life (^understanding. Experience is the 

joy of fakh. Learning good from others' harms is true wisdom^ 

Can we look around us among the circle of our professing acquainr. 

tance, and not see the ai»j!ul. effects of slothfulness in the ways of 

God? What supine indolence to the cause of Jesus, and careless 

indifference as to the health and prosperity of the soul, ^o we behold! 

A very affecting description of this the Spirit of wisdom here presents 

to our view: "" I went lj)y the field of the slothful, .(the once seem«. 

ingly growing and shining professor) and I05 it was all grown ovec 

with thorns, (the cares of this world, and the.deceitfulness of richesi, 

has choked the word—.Matt. xiii. 22.) and nettles has covered the 

face thereof;" (the rank weeds of corrupt lusts, sensual gratifipationsi 

carnal pleasures and delights overspread the life and conduct) ; '^ the 

atone wall of the vineyard is broken down ;" (^he soul lying op^n anil 

unfenced against the incursion of the beasts of prey, Satan, the meQ 

of this world, carnal company ; senseless of its danger, and slothful 

to all mea^s of deliverance, the poor soul composes itself with) 

*' yet a little, sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands. t^ 

sleep." Is not this a striking, though awfvil likeness? Do we ikH 

almost daily behold its original ? How melancholy the sight I how 

alarming the conduct 1 how dreadful the sentence! " So shall thy. 

poverty. come as one that travelleth (with speed); , and thy want ^ as 

an armed man," (being without power thou canst not withstand itjir 

See this, O soul ! remember thy calling is to diligence. " Cpusadep 

it well," (what sad effects spiritual sloth produce 1) " Look upon,..i^, 

(as a frame and temper of soul to be constantly dreaded, and earnestly. 

prayed agahist); receive instruction :" " For whatsoever things wer^. 

written aforetime, were written for our learning." To >vhat end? 

To shew what has happened to others, " aie ensamples^ to us, .an4 

for pur admonition ; upon whom the ends of the world are. qojixer 

Wherefore, let him tliat thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall^y 

....1 C^or. X. 1 1, 12. The apostle speaks of '' things that accompap)^ 

8«Uvatipn."....Heb. vi. 9. Diligence in thp ways of God is one jg^ 

these things; without tliis we cannot enjoy the full assurance . ic^J 

hope, that we are "followers of them who, through faith ai^4 

patience^ do now inherit the promises." , . . * 

I love the voUimes of thy word; Thy threat'nin^s wake ray slumbering 

What light and joy these leaves afFord And warn me where my danger licst ' ^ 

To souls benighted and dtstre»t! But 'tis thy blessed gospel, Lord^ "- 

Thy pirccepts guid^ my doubtful way, . That niakes my guilty cpnsQieoc»clefim»- 
Thy fear forbids my feet to stray. Converts my soul, subdues my sin. 

Thy promise leads ray heart to rest. And gives a free but large reward. . 



APRIL sa. 133 

^hold^ I see the heavens opened^ and the Son of man stand* 
ing on the right hand of God.. ..Acts vii. 56* 

* Sufficient to the day is the evil thereof/ As the trial and 
eitercise of our day is, so shall our strength be« Saints shall have 
suffering grace for suffering times* Hours of great outward calamities 
citeii prove seasons of the greatest aboundings of inward consolation. 
It is said, ^ Stephen fell asleep." What ! fall asleep under a shower 
of stones? Yes: the sweetest sleep he ever experienced* It was 
preceded by a supernatural sight of glory ; he awoke in the full 
enjoyment of glory ; he suffered first for Jesus, he is the first who is 
fiivored with a view of the glorified Jesus in his kingdom* How fiuthful 
IB the Lord we serve ! how great are his compassions ! how reviving to 
the soul is the spiritual sight of him ! Whether patriarchs, prophets, 
apostles, martjrrs, and confessors, as believers in all ages, the same 
L^ord was the object of their faith ; they were comforted by the same 
Spirit, whose blessed office is to glorify Jesus in the views of believing^ 
souls* True, ^^ no man shall see me and live, saith the Lord. '**••* 
Exod* xxxiii* 20. Even highly favored Stephen saw not the essential 
glory of Jehovah but through the medium of the man Jesus. Whe'- 
tiler with his bodily sight, or in the full visions of ^th and the Holy 
Ghost, he saw the glory of God in the person of Xht glorified, exalted 
Son of man, Jesus, this discovery fired his soul with heavenly joy, 
and inflamed his heart with holy transport* 

Faith's views of Jesus have a transforming influence up6n the Soul* 
While he is beheld, love is communicated* Ascending hearts to Jesus 
are ficvored with descending love from Jesus* Love, received in the 
heart, cheerfully diffuseth its sweet savour around us ; it enlarges the 
bowels of compassion, and opens the mouth in prayer even for its 
worst enemies* Thus Stephen prays for his very murderers* When 
for himjstelf he stands ; when for them he kneeled down, as though 
more importunate for them than for himself* What hath Jesus done 
for sinners ! What doth he in them ! How precious is he to those who 
believe! How should our hearts long for clearer views of him by the 
Spirit! As in his love, so in his person he is wonderful ; he is ever 
the same, a man ; he appears in his human form before the throne, 
mterceding for sinners* The same suffering, crucified man, who loved 
tfat persons and bore our sins, still lives and pleads our cause as our 
triumphant conqueror in our nature over all our enemies* Thus daily 
Qonceive of, look to, and embrace in. the arms of faith, thy Lord and 
thy God, O soul, as man and mediator, as having onc^ atoned and 
i»iiow interceding for thee; so mayest thou ever comfortably say, 
**:Iiito thitoe hand I commit my spirit; thpu hast redeemed me, O 
Lord God of truth*"«.**Psalnixxxl* ^. 

VoL*L R 
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Dotk the ploughman phw dli day to saw ? doth he open dnd 
break the clods of his ground f ...Jsa. xxvtii. 24.. 

"The Lord of horts hath decreed to stam the pride of all glory, 
and to bring into contempt all the honorable of the earth«*'«.«.lM« 
itxiii* 9« Therefore his word sends us to the common transactions in 
life, that we may gather instruction in humility, and be taught to bow 
to his sovereignty* Every dispute against the latter is a strong evi- 
dence of the want of the former* When the mouth is not stopped^ but- 
daringly qjencd against sovereign purposes and eternal decrees^ it is 
an awful sign that the plough of God's law hath not cut deep into 
such sinners hearts ; for, instead of pleading guilty and being speech- 
tess, the pride of nature urges vain pleas against free-grace tnithi 
everlasting love, the finished salvation of Jesus, and the certaitt 
g;lory of all his chosen members. 

But verily, as the ploughman plows at a proper season, and sows his 
seed at the appointed time, and as harvest shall not (ail, so thtf>cfaiixcfa 
of Christ is " God's husbandry/*.... 1 Cof. iii. 9. By the ministry of 
the word the Lord plows up the uncultivated ground of unfniitibi 
hearts, he opens and breaks the clods of pride and lust, he casts in 'die 
seed of eternal life in the knowledge of Jesus, then the graces of £iitht 
hope, love, and lioliness, take root downward and spring forth upwatcL 

But alas ! the seed is exposed to many dangers ; weeds may gNNr 
up and choke it ; if refreshing showers, the warm sun, or th< purify* 
mg air is withheld, it will rot, and bring forth no fruit unto perfi^ction* 
The poor heart is not without its fears, yea is at its wit's end at tinK% 
lest so it should be. And what can he do? He cannot conunand tlie 
clouds, call forth the sun, ot cause the wind to blow. Boatttngia 
teif is at an end ; trusting to inherent grace is cut off; hence the «onl 
IS led in humility to see that all things are of God; that if ever te 
reaps the harvest of eternal life, it is wholly and solely owing In 
God's free gift by Jesus ; that all present fruitfiihiess is by the S[nTit% 
energy and influence, in consequence of the Father's love and fiiitb- 
fulness, and the Son*« perfect work and saivation; thei^fore look 
hot so much within, nor around thee, as above to Jesus* Dmibt* 
ing disciple, from this inexhaustible fountam hope and encourage- 
tnent flow. Though sill within seems gloomy and distressing!, «11 
without opposing and discoumgiag^ yiet our God is cnrer all and 
above all. Ever remember there is as great a necessity for the 
heart to be deeply rooted in humility downward, as lot the plentef 
fruits of peace and joy to spring upward* Our heaveiUy hnsbaftd 
knows which is best for us. A« the pfottghman minds hit worky mui 
dbes his duty; so do thou. Be 4iligOttt-iii thy wiork; be hnmbie bl 
thy heart, knowing ^ God giveth the increaM*".^! Cor« iii. n 
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*3Jiat every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty b^ore God....Itom. iii. 19. 

In our natural state we are ever most backward to take guih to 
^urselTCS) most skilful at self-excuses, most averse to self-examiiui- 
•tioii, because we dread self-condemnation; hence we are ever pron^ 
to pass judgment at the bar of pride and carnal reason upon the 
tnitjis of God) because we think they are against us* O what is 
tli^re in such fltout4iearted rebels, who are far from righteousness, 
to iniate down the blessed Spirit to enlighten our minds ! It is by his 
«pedal mercy we see the spirituality and extent of God's holy law: 
though in it we see nothing but justice with a drawn sword, and 
tnercy with a veiled face, yet it q^ts off all glorj'ing in the flesh, 
(Stops the mouth of pride and arrogance, and leaves the poor sinner 
^mder a sense of guilt, and subjects him to the judgment of God. 
*To such, the sound of mercy how welcome! the proclamation of 
grace how joyful! the name of Jesus how precious! the way of sal* 
;vation by him how acceptable! How willingly do such desire to be 
"eternally indebted to free grace ! How dead do such become to former 
legal hopes I Expectation from their fulfilling terms and conditions 
Is cutoff; grace freely given, mercy richly bestowed through Jesus, 
1i>ecomes the subject of all their hope, the matter of all their glory- 
ing* Now it is not, What have I done? How have I behaved? but, 
-What hath Jesus done ! What a glorious salvation hath he wrought 1 
f I am* a poor sinner, stript of all, now bow to the sovereignty of God, 
adore his electing love, admire God's salvation, sit humbly at the feet 
tif Jesus, dwell on the wonders of his love and sufferings on Calvary's 
mount, thankfully receive the testimony of Jesus from the Spirit, and 
-ghre the ever-gracious three all the glory of what I am in time, 
«md of what I hope to be in eternity/ When the soul is become 
guiHy in its own sight, the mouth iajthus stopped: every self-righteous 
plea is nlenced» When the sinner thus sees himself, he is quite out 
tit conceit with himselfl 

- Thus the law is good if a man use it lawfully ; but if the Lambda 
"Wife seek to the law, as a woman to her husband, to g^t comfort from 
it, and life by obedience to it, verily this is not continuing a chaste 
>irg^n to Je9us« We shall then cease to bring forth fruit unto God; 
hat we shall be, as God complains of Israel of old, ^^an empty vine, 
who bringeth forth fruit unto him8elf«"*.«*Iiosea x. 1. We shall 
^grow delighted vrith ourselves, and imagine we have that within us 
tto talk of and glory in, instead of the work of Jesus, for us* But 
thus saith the Lord, ^^ Thou shalt remember and be confounded, and 
never open thy. mouth any more, because of thy shame, when I pan 
pacified towards thee, for all that thou hast done*"*«««£zelu xvi. 6a* 
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Jesus said f This sickness is not unto deaths but for the'gldrp^' 
o/Gody that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.... 
John xi. 4. 

It frequently happens, that intervening occurrences- seem tar. 
contradict the truths of God. Therefore if we judge from sight and 
appearance, wc shall be often deceived. God's word alone is the 
rule of faith; what he has declared shall certainly cometopas0» 
however repugnant it may seem to carnal reason* Thus our Savioof 
declares of Lazarus, ^' This sickness is not unto death:" yet he 
afterwards told his disciples plainly, ^^ Lazarus is dead:" and Jesus 
found him in the grave, where he had lain four days. But Jesu% 
who had power over death and the grave, knew his own intention of 
raising him, both for the glory of the Father, as well as glorifying 
himself^ This was the great end of his coming into the worid; 
therefore in the life, and by the death of Jesus, glory redounds ^ to 
God in the highest, peace on earth, and good-will to men*" 

Did Jesus love Lazarus ? Did his compassionate eye drop a tear of 
affection over his friend's grave? O what an innumerable company of 
poor sinners did his loving eyes behold, who, like Lazarus> were nofc . 
only to all appearances past hope, but actually '^ dead in trespasses , 
and sinsl" but he says of them also, ^^ This sickness, is not unto 
death." Eternal death shall not have the dominion over them ; but 
he would get glory to God, and glorify himself in quickemtig aad 
raising all God's chosen ones, all his dearly beloved members* 

On the death of Lazarus ^^ Jesus wept: he groaned within himsdf ;*^ 
and he cried to his Father* How must the heart of Lazarus be inflamed 
with love to his dear Lord for giving him a second life ! O beliewt 1 
the raising thy soul from a death of sin to a life of righteousness^ cost 
thy Saviour not only a sigh, a tear, a groans a prayer; but agcmiesi 
sweats of blood, tortures beyond thought, sufferings beyoiid expres«r • 
aion. His immaculate heart's blood he freely pour^ forth for our 
sins, to procure the life, and to obtain the salvation of our souls. Canst < 
thou think of this, love widout reflecting on thy misery? O hard . 
' heart I O cruel unbelief! How little affected with such love as none but 
God could shew ! Is this thy pain and sickness? Come, then, that the^ 
Son of God may be yet more glorified in thee, bring thy hard heart to 
the feet of Jesus, and confess thy unbelief to him with this humble 
cry, '^ Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief«"*.MMark ix. 24. 

Coine, happy ftonU» approach yoar God So ttrang^, so boundleis was the lov« 
.With n/ew melpdioof tongs s That pity*d dying men. 

Come, tender to almighty graca The Father sent kis cqaal Son' 

Thetribateofyonreongiiei. To give them life again. 



MAY 4; 137 

JSetkest thou great things for thyself f Seek them not.... 
Jer. xlv. 3. 

The glorious company of the apostles, the goodly fellowship of 
the prophets, the noble army of martyrs, every member of the church 
of Christ in every age, were called to deny and mortify self* In this 
there is no difference : all are equally clothed with the same corrupt 
nature, are men of like passions, and are therefore in danger of self- 
seeking, and of having their affections attracted from Jesus, to the 
alluring objects of this present evil world. The scripture has recorded 
a wery short chapter of the prophet Baruch's conduct. On reading 
tlus we may truly look within, around us, and then look up and cry, 
^'Liord, what is man?" and with astonishment may add, ^ that thou 
iut mindful of him." 

Yea, what is every Baruch (i. e. blessed man) who bends the knee 
to Jesus, and is renewed in the spirit of his mind' Alas ! he is still of 
the earth, earthly, prone to cleave to the dust, ready to seek gpxat 
^ngd for himself, from the objects of time and sense. One would 
liave thought, just at a time when the prophet had been reading the « 
dreadful roll, full of mourning, lamentation and woe, which were 
Ifthortly to come upon the kingdom, this would have entirely curbed 
eyery carnal desire after selfish views and earthly glory. But no ; the 
lusts of the flesh can only be mortified by the power of the Spirit. 
Jeremiah is sent with a loving warning and tender prohibition to 
Baruch: ^ Is this a time for self-seeking, instead of thy- master's 
glory ^ What! aspire after worldly honor and dignity in a time of 
threatened ruin : be wise ; know thy station ; act in character.' 

Here, O Christian, see the- picture of thy own corrupt nature* 
Kfiow thyself; consider, thou also art in the body; remember, ^^in 
thy flesh dwelleth no good thing." Though under threatened ruin 
and destruction, yet it will lust after such things which are agreeable 
to its carnal state. Never say with Hazael, ^ Am I a dog that I 
ah6ttld act thus and thus?" Beware of the deceitful reasonings of the 
fLtAk* It has ever plausible pleas to urge for its gratifications. Self- 
seeking is one of the lusts of the flesh. All views that arise from 
self, centre in self, and tend to please self, are contrary to fellowship 
in Jesus^ If self is indulged, it will prove like a pampered steed, to 
nm away with thy spirit from thy beloved. Therefore he asketh, 
♦* Se^kest thou great things for thyself?" he forbids; " Seek them 
not." What will it profit thee if thou couldst gain the whole world 
and lose sweet peace with God, comfortable communion with JesuSf 
and the joyful fellowship of the Holy Ghost?" " Ye cannot serve God 
and Mammon.— Matt. vi. 24. 



13» MAT 5; 

Jjet not your hearts be troubled; ye believe iff God, beliew 
also in me... John xiv. 1. 

Jesus comforted the heart of a sorfblrfiil widow by restoring her 
dead son to life again. Could he not also, by the power of his Spirit^ 
consulate the hearts of his dear disciples, without preaching outward 
lules and directiona to them? Plainly he will be heard as our prophetL 
Those disciples only, who obey the word of his doctrine, shall enjo^r 
the c^maolations of hia love. So it seemeth good to our Lord to teach ; 
jK) it is necessary for us to believe« Troubles are the commcmiot of 
God's dearest children : ^^ Many are the afflictions of the righteous^** 
••••Psalm xxxiv. 19. They feel and groan under heart troubles^ 
which stranger* know not of; inward disquietudes, which carnal mien 
are utterly free from, are oft amazed to hear of; and arc ready t4 
liug themselTes, and thank God they are not troubled about^ 
- Aht this inward insensibility is a bad sign ! But disciples* troublei 
are Jesus* concerns He has a remedy against them : he will gire 
i:on>fort under them* Believing in an absolute God wiH not-do thisi 
Nay, the glory of his majesty, the greatness of his power, the perfec* 
tion of his justice, ^cc. appear in dread array against us^ We dart 
liot think of God out of Christ, knowing ourselves to be poorsinnen; 
:There£n^ says Jesus, " Believe also in me." Believe my humanitf i 
that I became man for your sakes, died for your salvation^ and ani 
tisen agaki in your nature to pray for you. Remember the covenant 
that is established between the Father and me on your accounts 
^ -Whttt thoughts iirlse in yxmr mind, and your poor hearts are troubleA 
vftth finding you are still but " ilnprofitable servants," you sec much 
cantft for sorrow, mourn and complain that there are many thii^^ 
ftmiss in you ; that you do not believe so perfectly, love so comfortably^ 
obey so cheerfully as you wish ; yet ever remember, I am your Me^ 
cfiatdr before the throne; you stand not in the Father's love for your 
works'sake ; but the Father is ever well pleased with me. He loves yoo> 
md is well pleased with you for my sake. Do not distress your poot 
lieartsw Son^w not as without hope ; but believe in me and be com* 
forted. You have no sin, but my blood deariy atoned for; you want 
lao perfection, but what my righteousness supplies ; you stand in need 
«f nohtflineM and conformity tx> me, but what the blessed Spirit be- 
stows. Th\i« believe on me as your living head, thus^ daily look oil 
^roumelves as my dear members, thus live on me and honor me as yout 
Lord, and glorify me as your only Savionr. This is to obey Christ'^ 
#0nimtod* Thus is the troubled heart comforted. This iai our 
sweetest privilege^ We should be concerned to make this our daily 
employ on earth* Shortly all our troubles and sorrows shall endy * §0^ 
^^ we shall meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we be ever with the 
Ix>rd: wherefore comfort one anothc^r with these words. "••••1 Theat^ 
iv. ir, 18^ J 



"J^at bjf itvo immutable things^ in which iitvas impossible 
for God fo lie, we might have a strong consolation^ who 
have Jled for refuge, to lay hold upon Ike hope set before 
: •us....Heb. yi. 18. 

It is.tlie giory of the gospel that it reveals glad tidings to hope- 
less, helpless sinners. It finds nothing in us to entitle us to the fiiTOf 
^'God : but it bnngs all hope and cotisoiation to the soul, founded 
upon the most absolute promises, and the strongest assurance of an' 
immutable God. As verily as it is impossible for the God of truth to 
lie or forswear himself, so is it impossible for any of the heirs of pro* 
mise to peri&h. Such is the blessed hope before us. Happy souls, 
vho have fled to Jesus for refuge, and have laid hold of this hopef 
Henceforward nothing but consolation, strong consolation, ariscth to 
such poor sinnef s from tlie word of truth. This hope can never fiul 
ihem^; whatever witliin or without fluctuates or changes, this never can. 
- This hope is ever to be held fisust, even though appearances wear 
ft gloomy aspect, sense of comfort declines, feelings of joy. seem 
dead, and all hope from ourselves forsakes us. But, Father, thy 
mercies never die; thy counsel shall stand; thy oath cannot £euI» 
Hope in these is an anchor to the soul. Whatever storms or tern-, 
pests are Mrithout, or when the swelling waves of corruption lift u{» 
their voice within, yet the God of hope is mightier than all, and the 
cluistian hope riseth above all ; therefore is it sure and steady* Ilr 
is cast out of sight within the veil. By this blessed hope of the 
golipd, poor, sin-condemned, soul-distressed sinners, are kept steady 
to Jesus, and find a comfortable and secure refuge. And that pre* 
^ious Spirit, who shews them their danger, and guides them to safety^ 
cameth the joy of hope to spiing up in their souls. They enjoy 
hope in themselves concerning their own state towards God through 
ear Lord Jesus Christ, even a good hope through grace : and they^ 
aie made to abound in hope by the power of the Holy Ghost* O 
Hiia is a comforting; operative grace! it leads the soul to expect all 
that God has promised, even all the blessings of the everlasting 
torenant of grace, which flow to us from the life cuid death of Jesus ;• 
Ml are secured by the immutable counsel and solemn oath of an 
iiBcfaangeable God, both for time and eternity* And as a fruit and 
Mdence that it is a holy, godly hope, it influences the soul in 
obedience to all the Lord's commands. ^ Every man that has thia 
hosge in him, purifies himself even as God is pure.".... 1 John iii. 3. 
• Thus Jesus is the only and alone object through whom God re» 
Teals the hope of salvation. His work is finished. It is our bap* 
pineaMo bdieve this, and to rejoice in the hope it affords us^ Christ 
is therefore ever to be looked to, and daily trusted in. And the more 
thou art exercised in this way, so much the more inward hope andr 
joyful ccMisolation will be experienced in the soul. ♦* My hope is in 
Aee/%«..Psalm xx^x. 7. 



UO MAY r. 

And they said one to another^ Did not our hearts burn 
within us, while he talked with us by the way, and white 
he opened to us the scriptures f...,Luke xxiv. 32. 

WfiEN the fire of divine love burns in the heart, disciples cannot 
refrain speaking of it to each other. But how transient are the 
frames of God's dearest children ! Too apt are the strongest bc^- 
lievers to live upon sense and feeling, instead of faith and promises* 
The former may, and often doth fail in enjoyment, but the latter it 
founded upon the firm immutable foundation of the God of truths 
therefore is sure and infallible* 

These disciples were just before in dejection and despondency^ 
The time was come for resurrection-conffort, but their Lord not ap^ 
pearing as they expected, they were sad* Jesus was with them, but 
they knew him not* He upbraids; ^'O fools, and slow of heart to 
believe all the prophets have spoken!" Then he expounds the 
scriptures concerning himselfi Presently the fire kindles in theij^ 
hearts. But it seems that it was soon past: yea, gone before they; 
spoke of it. "Did not our hearts bum?" how sweet was it! what 
ravishing moments were those! Doubtless they could have widied 
them to have continued always. So they should if the master saw 
good. If Jesus knew it was best, every disciple should enjoy hearts 
ever warm, ever glowing with the heavenly flame of divine Ibvc. It 
▼erily is sweet to sense. Those who have been " baptized with thi 
Holy Ghost, and fire" of divine love, will speak of it to the glory of 
Jesus, and long for more lasting enjoyment of it. This best wlneiS 
reserved for the. last* Disciple, soon shalt thou drink thy fill, without 
danger of being intoxicated. But thou must wait the promise^ as 
these disciples did. Thou must go to the same place where they now 
are, before thy thirsty soul is perfectly satisfied. May it be our pre- 
sent concern, that we give Jesus no cause to upbraid us for folly and 
unbelief, in not abiding by the prophets, promises, and his testimoiljr I 
We are to live upon the truth of the word, and not upon fire and 
feeling within. But yet, disciples should ever be on their guaid 
against such who deny the experienced comforts and joys of th6 
Holy Ghost. Be not put off with dry notions, which are like the 
pale light of the waning moon; but administer not the animating 
warmth of the meridian sun. For, saith Jesus. " The words that i 
speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life."*.*.John vi* 63* 

If f weet be our frame, Or if it remain, 

We thank his dear name : And we are in pain. 

If bitter we pray, We cheerfully bear, [it thef«.' 

And Jesus so loves us, he takes it away. And bless (Air kind Saviour who suffettf. 



MAY 8.' Ul 

ifiadthen a law^ that when I would do good, evil is present 
V. with me. ...Rom. vii. 21. 

The heathens in their sacrifices were wont to cry out, ^ Keep 
jat a distance, O ye pro&ne:' but they withheld not their offerings, 
kflt the unhallowed should be the more polluted, or their sacrifices be 
defiled by them. For the godly consolation, edification, and estab: 
liahment of sanctified souls, it seemed meet for the spirit of wisdom 
that the apostle Paul should leave his experience in this epistle to 
|he Romans. Here he confesses himself a poor sinner, yet a holy 
and happy believer in Jesus. Hereby to many precious souls Jesus 
liath been made more infinitely precious, while sin has been viewed 
a» mtore exceeding sinful, and themselves made to sink lower in 
humility at the feet of sovereign grace. Let those who dare advert 
to this blessed testimony for contrary purposes, remember the judge' 
i#at the door. Shortly they must account, if they turn the food of 
£k>d'8 word to the poison of their own souls. 

Fools make a mock of sin, while godly souls groan under the burden 
o£ in-dwelling corruption. The f(»iner's conduct is an awful proof of 
tbw state. The sorrows of the latter is a certain evidence of the 
spiritual life and sanctification of their souls, being bom again of the 
Spirit; to. do good is the delight of their hearts. Being living membem 
^ Jesus by faith, they love conformity to their head; being sons of 
God by adoption, it is their joy to love, obey, and please their heavenl j 
Father in all things. ■ Perfection in holiness they aspire after; entire 
freedomfrom sin they comfortably hope for : but the God of truth will 
not suffer his own elect to be deceived, and to think themselves what 
they, axe not, nor ever will be in the flesh, perfectly freed from sin ; for 
Ae old man, with his affections and lusts, is ever near j ever present 
with tbem* ^^In their flesh dwells no good thing," nor ever will ; they 
ax^.not to e'^pect any good from it; it lusts only to evil continually; 
tl>eir best thoughts are often interrupted and diverted, their most holy 
deairea are. often damped and discouraged, their best actions are 
l^aldom, if^ver, free from the bold intrusion of unwelcome guests from 
it» world, flesh, and the Devil. ' I would be wholly devoted to the 
l«CHrd, 3aith the gracious soul ; all my powers and faculties, time and 
taleotsy all that I possess and enjoy, would I wholly (as assisted) freely 
md.willingly dedicate in love to Jesus.' Scarce the pleasing thought is 
conceived, but the evil of pride injects. What a rare name will this 
acquire' me 1 how shall I be admired, and shine as somebody in the 
christian world ! O this sinks the christian with shame, and causes him 
to hide his head with holy blushing. But let not this discourage thee* 
I'laul abated nothingof his zealfor God's glory anddoinggood, because 
of this. Follow bis steps. ^^ Trust in the Lord and do good."....Psalm 
xxxvii. 3. . 

Vol. L S 



141 MAY 9. 

While the earlh ranainelh^ seed-time and harvest y and cold' 
and heaty and summer and winter^ and day and night 
shall not cease.... Gen. v\u,. 22. 

^^ Godliness 10 pro&tMc unto all thingv, having ppomiae of the 
Ufe that now k, and of that which U to coaie*"*«**tTiBi. iv* 8. B^^ 
fidth we view the dedamtions of Jehovah as the blessings of a father^s 
Ipve* The returning seasons, the revolving periods of time declare the 
glory of our heavenly Father ; whiie the christian meditates upon and 
gratitude inspires his heart for the innumerable blessings <^ tifne) yet: 
iar nobler subjects demand the contemplation of hia soul* Happy for 
Qa, when temporal blessings are enjoyed as covenant mercies, and are 
sanctified to us in Christ Jesus* We see and adore die sovereigntjr 
•f God in tf^intkig times and seasons* The immutaXMlity of hi» 
yrUi is the law by which they are governed* When the fixed period 
^hall cenae) all nature shall be reduced to its primitive nothing* Time 
shall be swallowed up in. a ne^'ei^^ending eternity. Happy souly who 
^taught the displays of grace fix>ni the images of nature, who 
bpwsto the sovereignty of love, rejoices in the covenant ofgrace, and 
yests upon the immutability of God's purposes and promises in Chnst 
Jesus to poor sinners ! Such are assured that as in nature, so in the 
kingdom 'of grace, seed-time and harvest shall not lail to God's chiurdh 
$nd people, because of ^ his everlasting covenant whidi is ordered 
in all things, and sure**' 

• There is a tknc far the immortal seed of the word to be sown ia 
tvery elect soul* This is experienced by the seed striking root In 
^nvictionof sin > by ks springing up in faith, desire, and love to Jesus- 
And because the sun of righteousness ever lives and shines upon hi» 
members, they shall, most assuredly res^ an harvest of eteraal glory* 
Chilling cold and winter's blasts may succeed the summer of love and 
warmth of affectioD* Nights of darkness, fitmi desertion, temptation, 
and affliction, may follow days of peace, joy, and consolation* These 
various seasons and changes will pass upon and he experienoed by^ 
believing souls ^ while the earth remaineth ;" that is, so huig as our 
earthly, sensual natiuv continues; but it is sentenced to dissolution. 
We must leave it on this side Jordan, then we ahall see it no more 
as an enemy for ever* But in the presence of Jesus the soul shall 
have fulness of joy, and the body shall be raised a glorious body, to 
enjoy the pleasures which are at his right hand for evermore* There 
shall be no night of darkness, no chill of affectionst no winter of 
distress* At present this is our sweet consolation ; of every one of 
his beloved members Christ eaith, '^ Because I live, ye shall live 
al8o/*****John xiv* 19. In the experience of ^th we know ^'Chf^st 
ill -our Ufe ;." with joy we declare, ^' when he shall aj^)ear, then shall 
vc also appear with him in glory."**..Col* iiU 4» 



MAY IXf. u$ 

Itfolding faith invd a good conscience ; which some having^ 
' put away, conc€n%ing Jaitii^ have made shipwreck.... 
1 Tim. i. 19. 

<^ He that shall endure to the end, the same shall be saved*"...* 
Mark xiii. 1 3. So the master taught ; so dMcifrfes believe. By pemt^ 
verance in the faith, the erown shall be enjoyed. So glory perfecta 
ivfatft grace beginsii God's poii^eriiB&ith's confidence; God's truth ia 
Cedth's assurance ; faith's authofr and faith's finbher is Jesas« There* 
fere, *^ thcf righteous shall hold on his way, and be that hath dean 
liands shall be stronger and stronger," saith the son of faith and 
patience;... Job xvii. 9, '^ The tot>«stone (of finislied salvatkm) shall 
lie brought forth with shoutings, crying grace, gilice!"....Zech« iv* 7# 
Such are the immutable truths of the covenant of grace, the gospel 
#f gracey and the God of grace. Whatever legal spiritado, gracious 
louls will ever dmw gracious infiuences from the safety and security 
of grace. << Let him wlia thinteth he standeth, take heed lest bo 
fiOL"....! Cor. X. 13. Take heed that he be not high-minded, and 
tniat in uncertain riches that he fimcies he hath obtained by liis own 
fcithfiihwflSy creature*ability, and natural .free-will,, and so be led 
away fn>m trusting in the living God, who giveth alt things* Many 
auch jseliHMnctilied saints have, and do daily fidl away, and have made 
terrible sUpwreck (^ their £eaicied £uth, imaginary good conacience« 
self-applauding inherent righteousness, and have perished in the gulph 
efvra^ glory and presumption. Therefore see to it, disciple, that 
you hM fast, and contend earnestly for the foith once delivered to 
fvod's saints: such as the doctrines of eternal election to salvalaoo, 
according to the everlasting covenant love of the ever glorious trinity^ 
Ik finished salvation by the atonement, ^11 juatification by the perfect 
righteousness of J^us, and final perseverance in holiness by tbtf 
Spirit of truth. H(Ad them &8t, not in word oaly, but in power, as 
the essential truths of Jehovah^ as the very life and joy of thy so«l» 
' So shalt thou hanre and keep a good conscrence, sprinkled from guilt 
hf ttie biood of Jesus; and a good testimonpf of k by the Spirit of 
grace, through feitb. Ever remember, <*the aawwer of a good con-^ 
' science towards God is by the resnrrectian of Jesus Chnst."i..» 
liPet.iii. 31. Thott conldst obtam it no other way.. Thou canst 
ealyakjoyitbythe&ithof this. Beware of putting this away. Hold 
k fitst. Be ^ confident of tins vesy thing, that he who hatb began a 
good woric (of fidtfa and lovein> thee) will perform it onto-the day of 
Christ."....Philip» i. d. 

Aimdtt a thtiuiand ntairef I stand, Grace will comptete what grac« bq^ns^ 

Upheld and gaarded by thy kaiid» To' lave from khtows ct from sins t 

Thy wofdft my Iftintiag soul revive. The wOfk that wMom smkniAes, 

And ketp my dyiit^ foith alivt. Etemca merey m^r Imakfto^ 



b.' 
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And for their sakei I saiiclify my self that they also might bH- 
sanctified through the truth . . . John xvii .19. 

Believers have the strongest assurance of attaining the highest 
degree of holiness their souls are capable of enjoying, from a recon-'^ 
oiled God, fft>m an interceding Mediator, and from the influences of 
the Holy Stnrit. How precious is every work of Jesus! Hath b» 
shed hit blood to procure our pardon ? Hath he wrought out a ri^^' 
teousnessto justify us? What then? Doth he commit a stock of 
inherent grace to us, to improve and be ftuthiul to, in order to 
sanctify and consecrate ourselves to God? Ono! ever be aware of 
this notion: it leads to pride, nourishes a sfunt of independence on 
our head, makes fiuth void, vacates the ofiice of the Spirit, and ii 
therefore to be rejected as a dangerous heresy. 

But, saith Jesus, ''for the sakes of all my dear members^ I* 
sanctify myself." Not to the office of priest. This was by the call 
of the Father«...Heb. v. 4, 5 ••••not to make holy his human nature.r 
He was sanctified by the Spirit«^^*Luke i. ZS» But our Lord here 
speaks of his willingly becoming the lamb for a sacrifice^ to take 
away the sin of the worlds O, to this he most cheerfully set hknself 
apart, consecrated himself to God for the sake of all his beloved 
members, according to the covenant of truth, the law of truth, and 
the grace of truth : and to this blessed end, '' that they also may be 
sanctified through the truth." 

Through this same truth, all the members of Jesus, being yet 
unborn, and having neither done good or evil, were to be sanctified^ 
set apart, or consecrated unto God. Thus '^ Jesus sufiered without 
the gate, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood."...* 
Heb. xiii. 12* ''God chose them from the beginning, through the 
sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth."..^^3 Thess. ii. IS* 
Through belief of what truth doth the Spirit sanctify? Through the 
£edth of Jesus, who is the truth, they are sanctified to God.***-. 
Acts xxvi. ^••••are made vessels for his use and to his glory. Poor 
drooping believer^ thou feelest thy sins and corruptions, thou 
groanest under a body of sin and death, and therefore sayest, ' I am 
nojt sanctified) I have no part nor lot in this matter.' What ! believe . 
the truth; ..believe in Jesus, and yet destitute of the sanctification of 
the Spirit? Impossible. As verily as Jesus hath consecrated thee 
to God by his blood, his Spirit hath sanctified thee through, faith* 
^ Abide in me," saith the Lamb; so wilt thou enjoy more fellow- 
ship with him, and be more conformed to hisimage. . , 

Did Jetos Muictify kimielf We*r^ lanctified through the troth : '. 

Because his members Were vncleanf From hence no lie did ever spring t ; 

Then ail who now believe in him» But all will sure be liars found 

Are freed from all the cime of sin. Wbodsrs to8ay» wehavenosin. MU. 



MAY 12. US 

Bui to do good and to communicate forget not ; for with, 
such sacrifices God is well pleased.... Heb. xiii. 16. 

T Througa the artful wiles of Satan^ the cornipt reasonings of 
^teceitful nature, and the doctrines of false teachers^ disciples are ii» 
dbui^r of errors on the right hand and on the left. Because good' 
tmrks do not merit God's &vor, and entitle us to his acceptancCf! 
therelbre, say some, ^We cannot do any thing that is good and 
trail-pleasing in the sight of God.' So if Satan cannot blind us by 
hhe hopes and legal confidences, he strives to poison our minda 
with detestable, licentious notions, dishonorable to Jesus, contrary! 
to fiiith, subversive of love, and destructive of the holiness andpeacr 
of the gospeh But it cannot be so when Jesus is beheld and re-> 
joiced in as our sacrifice and atonement for sin, as our beloved, in 
whom our persons are accepted* ^^ By him we are made priests 
imto God." He is our altar, on which our sacrifices are offered, 
and which ccmsecrates our gifts. Are we exhorted to do good, and 
to please our gracious God and loving Father? Faith excites most 
powerfully ; love binds with strongest cords ; and hope animates 
With the most prevailing pleas to this. ^^ Christ our passover is 
sacrificed for us." Such was his love^ In gratitude for sqch love, 
ta sacrifice our all to him is ever onr bounden duty. 

Shame to us that we should be prone to forget, this. Exhorta-* 
tions remind us that we are apt to this ; and of what our Lord ex-' 
pects from us. God hath not forgotten to be gracious to us. Jesus 
never intermits in his suit for us. Shall we forget our duty, and 
neglect at any time to do good on earth ? Not study daily to pleass 
him who is our portion, our all in time and eternity ? Doth the glori- 
ous' Jehovah condescend to assure us, I am well pleased with your 
beneficence, your communicative goodness to my creatures, and yoiir 
brethren for my sake? and shall we ever be unmindful of, and indi^ 
ferent about this matter? Forbid it. Lord! animate us with more of 
the fire of love ! To live without prayer and praise, argues insensi- 
bility and ingratitude ;. not to study to glorify God in our actions, 
shews the want of love ; and where the spirit of prayer, praise, love 
and obedience is wanting, where, alas, is our evidence that we arc 
the children of the gracious God, members of a compassionate 
Saviour, «nd influenced by the Spirit of love! 

€ 

TbronM on a cloud onrjudge shall come, By the Redeemer's sacrifice. 
Bright flames prepare his way. Who seal'd it with his blood. 

ThundA- and darkness, fire and storm, xheir faith and works brought forth td 
Lead on the dreadful day. Shall make the world confess, [light, 

N*w gather all my saints (he cries) My sentence of reward is right. 
That are at peace with God,' And heav'n adores my grace. 



146 MAY IV 

My sml cleatxtk unto tite dust : qmckcA tkoU me adcordirtjf, 
to thy word.... Psabn cxix. 25. 

One wonld dread that state tno6t of all otheri> which St* Paul 
Ascribes, ^' being past Ieeling."«.««£pbe8* 4. 19. True, there i% 
this alleviatioiit sach are insotisible of their deploral^ conditiocu 
But if the great trumpet of the gospel awdlces not the soul in this lif^ 
lo spiritual sense and feeling, Terily the loud archangel's trumpcft 
will awaken it to hear its awful sentence and feel. its dreadful d0on» 
ki the last day* O what a miracle of grace to be quickened, to know 
one's misery^ to feel one's wants, to betieve the remedy) and cry for 
relief! This blessed work is not of the.wHl of the flesh* No mam 
ean quicken his own soul ; it is the sovereign work of almighty power; 
it is equally ascribed to the loving Father^ the redeeming Son, and 
the sanctifying Spirit..*. John v. 21. and vi« 6d..«.therefore gracious 
souls give all the glory to the ever-blessed trinky. Free-wiU is tho 
chikl tA pride, \l dwells in the headA of almost christians, and is onlji 
boasted of by the enemies of truth* 

*^ I am come, that my children might have life," saxth Jesus* 
He qxackeneth the dead in trespasses and sins ; and then they cr>r 
tfi Mm to have fife more abuztdaiitly. Here b the wisdom of hea-t 
ven-bom souls ; they deny themselves of the vaia pleasures, carnal 
dcl^hts^ and sensual gratifications of thb woi1d« They know these 
thmgs oppose the life, interrupt the peace> aod damp the joy of 
atitvt souls* Their only happiness centers in Jeatts»«..in life aod love 
fomnnmicated from him ; therefore they study to avoid such thing;af 
a» are contrary to his mind and wiB: and as they too often find as 
clcjmBg to dust,, to the sensible, earthly^ vain enjoyments of this 
worlds this alarms theniw*.]!; 19 a burden .and grief to them: Xbty 
pour out their coniplaiKats> to their belo^)*ed Jesus, with, ^ Master, let 
it not be thus ; quicken my daroc^ng spirit, enliven my declining 
beartt cheer my langmsian;g soul, according to the word of thy grace^ 
the; truth of thy promisea.' Here is the blessed confidence of faidu 
Hn word is our plea; by that werhave assurance of being heard anidf 
answered. The precqjta of hb woxxi teadi usr hin will ; andwecan^ 
not feel a. W)mt but God's woiti promises to supply ; therefore thai 
i& the warrant of fiiith, a light to direct our feet ; and so also it \m 
our best directory for prayer* So Christ, pf^y s for all his, ^ Sancti^ 

them through thy truth ; thy word is truth."*.. John xvii. 17. 

• ■ . ■ " - 

« My soul at times cleaves to the dust; O keep them ever fixni on thee, 

« Lord, gire me life drvine; My Lord, my life, my love : 

•From? vahi desires oftd ev*ry hist Low vanities may I despise, 

' Turn off these eyes of mine/ And' seek those thing;s above. TffL - 
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Wherefore Jesus alse, that he might sanctify the people rvith 
his oivnbloody suffered without the gate.... Heb. xiii. J 2. 

Sin Tiewed in the glass ot God*s holy law, fills the sonl with 
terror^ vorks wrath in the conscience, and leaTes the sinner under 
fhe curse without hope : hut while the infinitely precious sacrifice oF 
Jesus is beheld, sin appeiffs exceeding sinfiil; the sinner is truly 
humbled, sin is loathed, Christ is cleayed to, aiid hope springs up 
in the sin-distressed conscience. 

In tHe tabernacle of old, as there were no windows in it, a lamp 

was to bum always, that the house of God might not at any time be 

in darkness: this the Lord ordained unto the children of Israeli.* 

Exod. xxTii. 21. As the darkness is past, and the true light now 

shineth, we see Jesus, who is the altar, the sacrifice, and the pri^st^ 

by and through whom we are sanctified. This truth is to be kept 

daily burning bright in the lamp of faith, in the temple of the heart* 

The man Jesus, upon whom all the sins of the elect were laid, was 

made a curse for them ; he cheerfoUy devoted himself, his holy body, 

his precious blood, his innocent soul, as a sin-offering for them ia 

the great day of atonement. ^ By his one offering he hath for ever 

perfected all them that are sanctified;" that is, separated by the 

choice of the Father as the objects of his lore. They are all coDse-' 

trated to God by the blood of Jesus. 

As the bodies of the beasts, under the law, were burnt without the 
camp, and their blood brought into the holy of holies, and sprinkled 
ta llie mercy-seat, so our dear and ever precious Jesus suffered all 
the inexpressible agonies of soul and body, from the fire of God'ii 
wrath, due to our sin; bore all the scandal, curse, and reproach of 
ft " without the gate of the city," as an alien and outcast of the 
people. * His own most precious blood having once purged, expiateda 
and taken away the guilt of sin, and ntade perfisct reconciliation for 
Ids people, it ever speaks in their behalf, and pleads their cause 
tefore the throne; averts all wrath from them, and obtains all 
blessing for them: thus we are purged from the guilt of sin; thus 
Ire are consecrated unto God. In the fidth of this, " we have bc^d- 
neas to enter into the holiest, even by the blood of Jesus." Thua 
purged, thus consecrated, every believer is a priest unto God; he 
k encouraged to draw nigh to God with confidence of access; and 
It is his high ^nd peculiar honor << to offer spiritual sacrifices accep- 
table to God by Jesus Christ.".... 1 Pet. ii. 5. 

^We see the blood of Jesus shed. By this we're sanctify'd to God, 

* Whence all our comforts rise j A people for his praise : [word, 
«T)iesinn/Br views th' atonement made, Faith takes the blessing from Christ's 

* And lovss th« sacrifice.* And glories in kis grace. M. 
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•The liberal dcviseth liberal things i and by liberal things'}^ 
shall stand for be established J,.... Isa. xxxii. 8. 

We all naturally act from selfish principles, and with mercenary- 
views, because we are under the legal qovenant, '^ Do this and live/- 
llence saith one, ^ If doing righteousness and performing good works 
will not justify and save me, as good sit still and do nothing, no matter 
how wicked I am.' Saith another, ' To be sure, we are justified by 
fidth only, but then I must fulfil the terms and conditions of the 
gospeU for iny holiness and obedience secures my salvation.' Such 
poor creatures reason carnally; their principles are only selfishy 
their views are mercenary* God is not served at all, but pride and 
self are at the bottom of all they do; to establish a jighteousAess of 
their own is their chief aim. The glory of God is not sought; his 
grace is overlooked ; Jesus is depreciated in his work and office, as 
though all his toils and sufferings, holy life and bitter death, had 
only procured salvation upon a better bargain and easier terms for us* 
Such pnnciples are servile, base, and dishonorable to a God of grace 
and love* Vain the talk of such about working for God ; they do 
nothing for God, but want to earn something from God for them- 
selves: take away the idol self from them, and then all working 
is at an end with them. 

But the liberal soul acts from gracious principles, and deviseth 
liberal things. He sees salvation i^ all of free grace and free gift by 
Jesus. He is our all: he hath doQe all, suffered all, obeyed in all 
things^ prevails for all things, and makes all effectual to the soul's 
perfect, complete, and final salvation. 'The Saviour is in mine eye ; 
)ie is in mine heart; he is my Alpha and Omega, my first hope and 
last stay. My views are to his glory. O when I deserved nothing 
but hell, lore, electing, everlasting love looked on me with pity^ 
and was manifested to me through Jesus by the word and .Spirits, 
therefore it is I long, I love, I delight daily to glorify the ever- 
gracious and ever-loving triune God- I cheerfully devote my. all. to 
him who hath done all for me, who hath loved me and given himself 
for me. My life of faith, of hope, of. love, of holiness, centers 'm 
Jesus, and is from him. If I have but a cup of cold water to give^ I: 
give it in my dear Lord's name, in love and gratitude to him.' . Sudi 
are the generous sentiments of the liberal soul ; and, saitli, wisdonif^ 
^ By liberal things he shall stand." Stand fast in the liberty whereN, 
with Christ hath made ham free. He shall be established on the firm, 
foundation of eternal truth, against the power and subtlety of Satan^ 
apd all the human systems and precarious schemes of man's devising.* 
** The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord 
knpweth them that are his ; and let every one that nameth the nai^e* 
of Christ, depart from iniquity."....2 Tim. ii. 19. 
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"^^d teas in Christ reconciling the world to himself, mt 
imputing their trespasses unto them.. ..2 Cor. v. 19. 

- Tas only Uving and true God, the great and essentifilly glorious 
Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit is manifested to sinners, as dwelling 
& the man Christ JesU6« This is the peculiar and precious truth of 
We gospel* A glorious mystery known only to believing souls. Alt 
lither pretended knowledge of God is but vain speculation, and 
|>ompous ignorance, which dwell in men of corrupt minds^ destitute 
tf the truth* But the new-bom soul draws all his comfort, peace, 
jfifj and holiness from this inexhaustible fountain of truth and con^ 
tolation. From hence ariseth his love to God and delight in him. 
He beholds God, in Christ, lomg and embracing poor sinners of 
Hat human race. God is well pleased with them, and delightetk 
over them to do them gpod« Thus salth Luther: < Mark this weA 
fa the matter of justification : when any of us shall have to wrestle 
with the law, sin, death, and all other evils, we must look upon no 
<^er God, but only this God incarnate, and clothed with man's 
iMiture.'...;Ephes.ii. 18«...Col. i. 15...20* 

Thus God and man unite in the one man Christ Jesus ; iii this faith 
dhly is the mind of a christian easy and happy ; for the cause of all 
distress and sorrow is taken away. Amazing grace I wonderful love ! 
Canftt thcHi read it? canst thou believe it without transport of joy ? 
Godis p^srfectly reconciled; he 8oth not impute trespasses. Unto 
l^fiom? Verily, the world, the elfect world of Gentiles as well as 
lews ; ALL sinners of the fallen race whom the Father hath given to 
lus Soil Christ Jesus. God is reconciled to them. In faith and love 
thi^y shall be reconciled to him : to his covenant transactions, electing 
love, justifying grace, scheme of salvation, and hope of eternal life 
hf Jesus only. As the Father gave their persons, so he imputed 
thieir sins to Jesus, he bore them away, God chargeth not trespasses 
to them, they are free from sin, as Viewed by God in Christ. To 
this truth the Spirit bears witness, through the faith of Jesus. So, 
believer, thou art to reckon of thyself. Though black as hell, 
{iblhited with guilt, defiled with sin, yet in Christ " thou art all fair, 
-Withotit spot;" fully reconciled to God, and standest without tres- 
{Muises beibi^s him. What a free access hast thou- ever open to God ! 
what'cause for triumph ih him, and love to him! what assured hope 
of eternd enjoyment of him ! O my soul, what reward shall I render 
-A* tile Lord for all his mercies ! 

TUl God ia hnman fleih I see, His name forbids my slavish feir, 
. Mj thoughts no comfort find : His grace removes my sins. 

The holy, just, and sacred Three While many on tl^eir works rely* 

Are terrors to my mind. Others of wisdom boast, 

fiat if Immanuel's face appear, I love th' incarnate mystery, 
My hope, my joy begins; And there I fix my trust. 

Vol. I. T 



150 MAY lY. 

So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the wes/y Oiid 
his glory from the rising of the sun. . Whenihe enemy shall 
come in like a floods the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a 
standard against him (or chace him away) .... IsaAxx . 1 9. 

When a poor sinner knows what human nature is, and sees his 
brethren and companions after the fiesh^ ^^ living without. Christ and 
without God in the world;" making a mock at sin, and ridiculing tht 
truths and ways of Jesus ; and finds his own heart touched with a 
holy, loving fear of the Lord, then he is ready to cry out, Whence 
is this ? He can only say, * Grace reigneth ; the sun of righteouspe^s 
hath risen upon nie. So Lord, it seemeth good in thy sight*^.! hav^ 
not deserved this—.thou hast spoken in truth, and fulfilled in faith- 
fulness. So thy word runs, so thy gospel is glorified, free as the 
suny powerful as the wind.* Jehovah's s halls are his people's 
triumphs* Here are two most absolute declarations for faith to fix 
.upon and plead, in any hour* of Satan's attack. 

For as sure as the fear of the Lord shall be in our hearts, so alsy 
shall the enemy oppose us ; for if he dare plead with the Saviour, 
*' Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful captive be 
delivered ?".....Isa- xlix. 24. Verily he will follow aft^ his once 
seized prey, and strive to regain his ransomed captive ; yea he will 
challenge the poor sinner as being his property. One would be 
ready to ask, Is it not strange that the loving, almighty Savtoiir 
suffers the enemy, like a surly dog, to snap and snarl at his dear 
children, and be ready to tear their victuals out of their handst and 
his peace and love out of their hearts ? No : it cannot be otherwise in 
our present state; for we are clothed with an earthly, sensual, 
devilish nature, to which Satan has easy access. 

Humble souls have little reason to complain that they have not 
known so great a degree of wrath, nor have been terrified with suck 
dreadful apprehensions of hell and damnation as some others. O 
rather love and praise Jesus, if thy soul is brought to cleave to hiai 
in faith, and choose him as thy Saviour and thy all, than wish to 
have the enemy let loose upon thy soul. But if this is the case, he shall 
not go beyond the length of his chain; his power is thy Father's per- 
mission ; he may terrify with wrath, but it shall issue in love. Yea, 
though he should, like a powerful deluge, come in and distress with 
blasphemous injections, horrible thoughts, perplexing fears, and prc^- 
nounce hell and destruction to be thy doom, even then thou aitt safe^ 
The Saviour's power is thy shield. " The Spirit of the Lord shall lift 
up a standard."....The Lamb on the cross. In the sted&st faith of this» 
" resist the Devil> and he will flee from you*".** James iv. 7. 
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ffthtf presence gd not xcith me y carry vs not np hence.... 
Exod. xxxiii. 15. 

Happy for us if tliis was our address to the Lord under every 
enterprise ; how many distresses and difficulties should we avoid ! 
how much more peaceful and comfortable should we be in our jour- 
nty through life ! It is a blessed thing to have an especial eye to 
(]k>d's presence, as well as to his providence. The Lord may permit 
Uis children to succeed in their schemes and undertakings in the 
bourte of his providence) when he doth not accompany their souls 
with his favor and presence. Yea, believer, canst thou not see in 
many of thy w^ys wherein thou hast been permitted to g^ that they 
have proved the very means of losing the sweet sense of thy Lord's 
presence? whatever outward profit or pleasure thou hast gained, 
yerily thou must confess to have sustained an inward loss. How 
doth it behove every disciple of Jesus to " consider his ways !" It is 
thy wisdom daily to reflect, what is* the tendency of my present 
pursuit?' what is my chief aim? what can I expect from the end of 
tt? am I going to gratify the flesh in pleasing diversions and carnal 
delights? Stop one moment. Consider. Canst thou expect the 
presence of thy God ? canstthou lift up thy believing heart in prayer to 
Jesus to accompany thee? Certainly if it is not right to ask nor 
expect his spiritual presence to go with thy soul, surely there it is 
unlawful for thee to go. If thou canst not pray in feith, canst thou 
GO lA fiiit^? O remember the love of thy Saviour, who died to redeem 
thee from this present evil world. Call to mind those joys and 
pleasures which are experienced from a sweet sense of his love and 
presence. Think how cutting to thy heart, how grieving to thy 
spirit, if under any vain indulgence Jesus should put this question, 
I^isciple, lovest thou me more than these vanities ? Better for Peter 
to havcf b^en in his Lord's presence with a cold body, than to have 
been' warming himself with the high priest's officers and servants ; 
ibr therie he was blown down by the breath of a damsel. 

It is related of a christian, of whom' Satan had taken possession 
and greatly terrified' and distressed her soul, that on his being asked, 
how he dared to enter into a child of God? He replied, < I feund her 
on my own ground, at the play-house ; therefore I challenge her as 
lily servant.' Whether the story be true or not, the moral is good. 
Christians have no business on the devil's ground. 

Not earth, nor all the sky . Thott art the sea of love 

Can one delight afford, Where all my pleasure^ roll, 

No, not a drop of real joy The circle where my passions move. 

Without thy presence, Lord. And centre of my soul. 
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Behold, the Lord God will come xvith a strong hand, and 
his arm shall i^le for him : Behold, his reward is with 
him, and his work before him....Isa. xl. 10. 

' What was foretold in prophesy^ is fulfilled in the &ith and 
experience of ssunts* Here are two notes of attention. ^^ Behold ;" it 
highly concerns thee. Take special notice* When the Lord Godf 
our Immanuel Jesus^ came to his temple, he found the heautifid 
building in sad disorder ; his spiritual worship lost; and ^' his house 
of prayer turned into a den of thieves." Behold, with a stropg hand 
and stretched-out arm, with no weapon, but an insignificant acourge 
of small cords, he drove the multitude from the temple. Amazing 
miracle! The meek Lamb is also ^'the lion of the tribe of Judah." 
So he came not only with a strong hand, but agsunst the strong, as 
some render it* So, behold* he comes to take possession of the 
temple of his people's hearts. This temple he finds in woeful plight* 
All the powers of earth and hell are engaged agaunst him. " The 
strong man armed keeps possession." But precious, powerful Jesusi 
casts out Satan, enters by his love, and rules by his Spirit, where 
Satan reigned. But he comes not by power only, but by grace also 9 
behold, he brings his reward with him. The distressed soul he 
pardons* He clothes the naked soul with the robe of his righteoua- 
ness....he feeds the hungry soul with good things*...he giveth his 
flesh to eat, and his blood to drink. Then l^ow do their souls pen^ 
after Jesus ! how do they hunger and thirst after righteousness, and 
cry, and pray, ^* Lord, increase, our faith, that we may eat as. thy 
friends, and drink larger draughts, a« thy beloved, and be more 
abundantly satisfied with thy love I" 

Thus our Lord Christ rewards his people with the fruits of hia 
own toils, and the blessings of his own finished work and salvation s 
even with righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. But^ 

Jesu, cries the poor sinner, " What a vile, sinful, carnal, earthly-* 
minded wretch am I still by nature!" Fear not saith Jesus, thou art 
called to look unto me. Behold, ** my work is before me." Have 

1 vanquished the powers of death and hell for thee, and can I not 
conquer sin in thee, and subdue thy flesh under thee ? Was lua 
blood the price of thy soul) and the atonement of thy sins ? Then 
must thou wait in faith for the total destruction of the last enemy tia 
and death, at his second coming; when in the triumph of thy soul thou 
shalt proclaim the perfect victory of Jesus, and s^y, " Worthy ja 
the Lamb that wna slain," S^c*M«Rev. v. 12« 

Jesus, my Lord, is come t How precioas is thy work ! 

My heart now feeU his pow'n Hoyr glorious thy reward! [love. 

He rules by his almighty arm. Faith reaps thy spoils, my conquering 

Bles9*d be the joyfol hour. And glories in thy word. M. 
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My soriy give me thine heart... .Prov. xxiii. 26. 

Many are the competitors for the heart of man* Though our 
dear father and best friend, lovingly calls for the free-will offering 
pf this precious jewel, yet we are foolishly inclined to give it to our 
worst enemies. This pleasing world, wiih all its gay scenes of hap* 
piness and joy, attracts our affections, enchants our minds, and be- 
witQhes our senses ; so that we love it dearly, devote our hearts to it 
cheerfully, and dread the very thoughts of leaving it g^atly. . 

<^ Thou shalt ha^-e no other gods but me," saith Jehovah* We 
own the duty, and decry the wickedness of worshipping an idol ; 
though all the while we are serving the god of this world: he blinds 
our ttyes, and we see it not* The grace of God, though sovereign in 
}U operationst yet acts not by force and compulsion as upon mere 
loachines, destroying the will, and dragging men to heaven by the hair 
of the head, as some in contempt please to assert* No ; the service 
p£ our Lord is perfect freedom. He loves a cheerful giver* Glory to 
Jiis grace, ^^ heopjH|||the eyes of our understanding, to know what is the 
hope of j^ callingy nii^, what are the riches of his glory "••••Eph* i* 18» 
Then tre J|ee^ Jesus as our porticm, and treasure, then we willingly 
and -cheeKfully devote our hearts to him* Is the miser's gold his 
god I does it captivate his heart and affections ? why so^ Because he 
^es that in it which suits his disposition, and excites his pleasure* 
So it is of eyery other idol suited to nature and sense* '^ Where the 
(treasure is, there will the heart be also." Spiritual affections can 
^y be happy from spiritual objects, The heart can only be happy 
ID God, cheerfully given up to him in faith and love* This is the 
very essence of vital godliness. 

Our Father invites us to spiritual joys* ^I know, my childrent 
.in your present staten^lothed with flesh, you have many lovers 
which would rival me in your affections, but cheerfully devote your 
heart to me* Let your eyes be upon my ways* Consider my love to 
you* I gave my beloved son to die for you* My spirit hath called 
you to ^ijoy my love. It is my good pleasure to g^ye you a kingdom a 
therefofe* in Jove to my glory, and for your comfort, I demand yOur 
heart as a free-will offering*' O where is the faithful, grateful soul, 
, but in ecstacy of love will ciy^nt* Givei Lord, the power to do what 
thou fgmmandest, and ccpmand iriMt thou wilt ? 

My heart dost thou demand, ntfSjKd When Satan tempts and sins aliuie ! 
A willing sacrifice to thee ? BVom thee, to draw away my heart i 

O take and keep it evVy hour Strong^ in thy grace, make me endurci 

From every bold usurper free. And never from thyself depart. M* 
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But he giveih more grace,. .James iv. 6. 

It is a sure mark that the true grace of God, by Jesus Christ, 
is conceived in the hearty when the cry of thoisoul is for more grace» 
Thus thcni is an harmony between the Father's promises and th^ 
children's wants. God giveth more grace : I daily need more, sailh 
the sensible soul- " He that drinketh of the water of life, saith Jesus, 
shall never thirst ap^ain:" he shall never thirst after anv other fbun* 
tain; he shall seek to no other spring but me» There is no grace, 
favor or good wiH from God to sinners, but what is by Jesus, through 
him, in him, and communicated from him. Here is the believer's 
mercy ; he has not a stock of grace stored up in his own heart to 
li\'e upon, which may be expended, and he is at last lost for wa'nt of 
more. No. But all the kindness and love of God towards him is 
treasured up in Jesus. Here is the humility of believers; they 
come, like Joseph's brethren, to Jesus, who is their elder brother, ibr 
crery supply ; out of hia fiilness they receive grace upon grace. Jesus 
is an inexhaustible store-house, therefore his Mftj^^ cannot want. 
God the Father ga%'€ them grace at first in €j||m%esutf^1i» called 
them by his sovereign ^race ; he justified thdm fully by*|;irace ^ he 
saves them daily by grace ; he sanctifies them fi*eely by gf^e ; he 
comforts them continually by his grace; and he will glorify thexn 
according to the exceeding riches of his grace. Thus all is of gracCf 
freely g^ven to, and richly bestowed upoi» poor, vile,* vppdbserviiig^ 
sinners. v^jg '* 

i know there are these reasonings in everf%umbled sinner's hearty 
'What suitable return do I make ? or what rewaid shall I give unto the 
Lord for all his blessings of grace ? O what a poor, unloving^ un* 
gratefiil "wretch am I! liow do I requite the Lord my Gedl" Svch 
is the genuine language of gracious heartP» TJiie aboundings .ai 
grace. make sinners humble, self hatefiilyWid sin abominable: ^* Not 
rather at we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we' 
say 9 Let us do evil that- good may come, whose damnation is just.'^ 
•MwRom. iii; 8. If God giveth ^^ moue grace," then Hot one of hiai 
chBdren that ever had a sin$;Ie spark of the gracet>f Jesns, shall 
ever, go to hell for want of grace. It is equally as imp9S»ble, that, 
a gracious soul should fall thnu GoMMve and Jpice, turn hater of 
him; and so be a prey to |lie,:||toi^ aav^was tor Lazarus..|b quit. 
AbiJIAhaiii's bosom, for the f]an(pl•'lll'^.hdj||.■ The holy fire of|)|;yace:. . 
hax% once kindled in the soul, msNwJr^||Pa but. The firib of the altar % 
was an eihblcm of this. It is^^as true in this respect of gracious 
Sfvals, as it is of the wicked in aootheP} ^Uheir fire never goes out.'. 
,j|pVhy not^ because " grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal 
life."..«»Rom. v. 21. -^Z 
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Tearfulness and trembling are come upon me^ and horror 
hath overwhelmed me. ...Psalm Iv. 5. 

SrcH was the mournful complaint of Da^id ; yea of Jesus too, the 
loot and oflspring of David. " Lo, an horror of great darkness fell 
upon Abraham the fother of the faithftiI."....Gen. xv. 1 2. So the Lord 
suffers his dearest children to be distressed ; yet it is their pririlegei 
and they are again and again exhorted to " rejoice in the Lord alway." 
.-.Phil. iv. 4. Under such frames, let not disciples entertain hard 
thoughts of the God of love ; but ever remember they arc heightened 
by our adversary. Least of all should humble followers of the Lamb 
judg^ themselves not to be true converts, because they have not 
experienced such dreadful terrors of hell and damnation in their 
conscience, as some talk of. 

It is an unscriptui-al notion; the word of Cod lays down no such 
mlc, that the soul must be under such deep convictions of horror, must 
be as it were shook over the very mouth of hell, us a mark of true 
conversion to Jesiu- Innumerable are the instances of persons crying 
«it under dreadftil tenors of wrath and damnation, as though hell 
itself was let loose upon them for a season; but yet after all, being 
still unclean and filthy, ^^ like the dog to his vomit, and the sow to 
her wallowing in the mire," they have turned back to their old courses. 
. Thanks to the loving Spirit, he doth convince of sin, not as a tor* 
nientor, merely to terrify with wrath and hell^ but as a comforter, ^ 
to testify of Jesus and «alvation. He opens the eyes of our under- 
standing, to see our lost state and wretched condition, and he gives 
UB to see the hope of our calling, Scc."....Eph. i. 18* "And the 
fruits of the Spirit are love, peace, joy, &cc.*'....GaI. y. 22. He 
works effectually. He teaches us by the law to despair in nature^ 
and self, and revises and comforts with hope and assurance of full 
and perfect salvation in Jesus. But while the spirit of truth sows 
the good seed of the kingdom in the heart, Satan sows tares to 
spring up and choke it. He works upon our unbelief, practises his 
devilish art upon our carnal reason, and suggests, that God is an 
hnplacahle eiymy ; the meek Lamb is a devouring lion ; the gospel is 
tf coimift^y ^eTisedfable, or requires such hard terms, which we can 
; thereioK misery^rath, and hell must be our doom. He 
implacable advensry to stiv^lion by Jesus, through sove- 

JLsrflMP^ snd distiDguisldlB gi'acp*' ^uch terrors are to be prayed 
^k^ainst rathc^han coveted. "Bavid knew whence they came ; says he, 
** Because of the voice of the eneniy and the oppression of the wicked 
QOe,".... verse 3. Praised be our dear Lord for that precious promise^ 
** When the enemy shall come in lUm flood, the Spirit of the Lord ^ 
shaU lift up a standard against m^/'.and put him to flight.-. 
, Isa^lix. 19. ' > 
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The Lord God is a sun and shield: the tjord xvitt gi& 
grace and glory : no good thing zvill he withhold from 
them that zvalk uprightly. ...Psalm Ixxxiv. 11. 

Vulgar minds have but very contracted ideas of the magnitudr 
of that glorious luminary^ l^ie sun. The most knowing of the children 
of men, form but very inadequate notions of the nature and properties 
of that grand source of light and heat. We daily see his power and 
feel his influence. This he incessantly sheds upon the whole creation 
FREELY. How vain and arrogant would he be deemed, who should 
pretend he could procure the chearing light and comforting warmtb 
of the sun I Dwells there, in the breast of man, a thought, that he 
can procure the light of grace ; or by his doings entitle himself to the 
comforts of salvation from Jehovah r Yes: so vain, so arrogant » 
tlittt vile worm, that weak creature, proud, fallen num. By shi^ 
how stript of all but shame I by pride, he '' opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called God. "••.•2 Thess. ii. 4. But graces 
like the streaming light of the sun, freely and powerfully sheds itf 
benign, humbling, comforting influence upon the' ungodly and uiv 
worthy. So the Lord enlightens and renews the soul of man ; rnake^ 
it fruitful to his glory ; and with his almighty arm shields and defendf 
the new-bom, heavenly replenished 8oul> from the violent attacks of 
every foe. Grace as well as glory are God's free giftsir 

Children of God, members of Jesus, how safe I salvation, how 
secure! For it is all of rich grace, free favor^ unmerited love, uncoo* 
ditional election; not earned by any doings of ours, but freely given 
by promise. Glory, not procured by conditions) but freely bestowed 
through Jesus. See thy portion, believer....read it with joy....dwell on 
it with triumph. Here is a redundancy of promises ; what the Lord iiF 
•...what the Lord will give, will give it freely^ ^' without money and 
without price,*' aU things, every thing- for his own glory, and his chik 
dren'sgood. Love overflows all bounds; gives the fullest vent to its 
gracioQs disposition. No good thing will the Lord withhold. From 
whomf See the character of those, upon whom the sun of grace hatb 
shined. Is it thine ? They are not in angelic purity, or sinless perfe&i' 
tion; but upright, sincere in heart with Jesus, chaste virginsy married 
to him in &ith and love, they see that Re is all ip all to them *^ thcjf 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctifieintion, am^demption." The; chooitf 
him for their only king to reign in them |^ rule over them % Aowpri 
delight in his w<h^ and way, grieve foavfltrive and pray against all ibtd 
is contrary to him. Of their sins they are a8hamed....in their ow^ 
righteousness they haiKnoconfidence. In Jesus their bridegroom the^ 
glory. It is truly said of tlu^ f The upright love thee."-..Cant. u 4f 
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lie Father himself loveth you... John xvi. 27. 

The history of the life of sorrows, and death of shame, curse 
and agony, which Jesus sustained for sinners, was it believed perfectly 
in the heart, would fill the mind with the strongest affection, and 
hiflune the soul with the most fervent love. But alas! all have 
reason to complain for want of greater love to Christ, and stronger 
"bith in him. O unbelief, what an enemy to love! Our love keeps 
pace with our &xth. As the one grows stronger, the other increaseth. 
But if &ith grows weak, love declines. Yet no one poor sinner that 
Mieves the record of Jesus' love and salvation, as his only hope and 
ttmfidence, but love, in some degree, is drawn out to Jesus ; for << faith 
mnrketh by love." The soul in its first love, and for a season perhaps^ 
tees and knows only the love of Christ, and thinks little about the 
^ love of the Father." It may be, he considers, that what the Saviour 
did and suffered for sinners, was to procure the love of the Father to 
tiiem, and to appease the fiiry of his wrath against them. But this is 
not right. Let no disciple think so. For, saith the Saviour, ^The 
Father lumself loveth you." Yea he teacheth us the love of the 
Father, as die only source and spring of his coming in the fiesh to 
lave U8....for *< God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
SoD) to the end, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish^ 
tot have everlasting life."....John iii. 16. 

Hence it is plain, God the Father loves sinner8....1oves them inex- 
pre88ibly«...with the greatest affection. For he gave, who? an angeH 
an archangel ? myriads of the heavenly host ? No; but one infinitely 
imore dear to him, his Son, his only begotten, his dearly beloved Son, 
who lay in his bosom from all eternity, that we might ^' believe on 
liim, and live in him." So, the effect proves the cause. It is plain the 
love of the Father to his pe(^Ie, is prior to the Son's coming into the 
world to save them, or to their belief on Jesus. For, says our Lord, 
^ No man can come unto me, except the Father draw him.".... John 
1^ 44. And because the Father <^ hath loved us with an everlasting 
love, therefore with loving kindness he draws to Jesus." <^ Behold, 
CO ye followers of the Lamb) what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us.".... 1 J(^ iii. 1. Trace his love to the fountain- 
Iwad. The holy Spbit of truth teacheth, that << God the Father of our 
I^ord' Jesus Christ hath chosen us in him before the founndation of 
tte worid, and hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in Christ 
Jeiui, and hath predestinated us to the adoption of children by Jemia 
Christ to himself" To whatend istlutf? even " to the praise of the 
S^ary of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the be* 
l6ved."....£pih« i. 6, Sec. 
Vol. L U 
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/ kneto a man in Christ ahace fourteen years ago, such an 
one caught tip to the third heaven.. ..2 Cor. xii. 2. 

Visions, manifestations) ni)>tures and ccstacies of soul, though 
even from God himself, (which there is every good reason to siispcdt, 
unless they sink the soul in humility, and excite such love to Jesus 
as is founded in knowledge arid productive of obedience), are not to 
be gloried of. St. Paul says, it is not expedient for me to glory. I 
know the danger, I fear the evil of it ; from the pride and treachery 
of niy nature. It tends to exalt one above measure ; and to make 
others think more highly of one than they ought to think. Therefore, 
on these accounts glorying of these thmgs is to be avoided* Indeed 
the cause of truth may require it, and the glory of God may be pro- 
moted by it. Though on these accounts it may be expedient to glory ; 
yet it is not expedient for the christian's own sake to do it. So Paul 
declared. Yet he did glory ; for necessity compelled him. 
' Beh(dd, admire, and imitate the humility of this great apostle, *• I 
knew a man in Christ," &c. When he speaks of himself, it is as a 
poor sinner, under the most humbling, self-abased views. Then it i» 
I MYS£LF....Rom. vii. But here, lest ostentation should appear, he 
conceals himself under the character of another man. What a coti- 
ta*ast is here between self-exalting principles and the grace of the 
gospel ! How widely different is this from the notions many professors 
entertain! For if they can but give a tolerable account of sfome 
vision, revelation or manifestation, which they suppose was from 
God, they conclude they know their sins are forgiven, and all is wdl. 
Perhaps this might pass on them fourteen years ago, more or less. 
But what is their frame and temper now? what their pursuit and 
practice? If no evidence of faith, hope, love and obedience, but if 
while sunk into carnality and the love of the world, yet strong in 
confidence that their sins are forgiven, and bold in hope of the safety 
of their state ; surely such are blinded to the hope of the gospel, 
through the spirit of this world. Satan transforms him, from xi 
minister of darkness, into an angel of light. Luther was wont to 
caution against the white devil, as well as the black one. St. John's 
advice is ever needful, " Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits, whether they are of God : because many false prophets 
are gone out into the world."....! John iv. 1. 

Faith in heart true oofmfort brings. Then while by faith I Jcsas know* 

It makes and keeps it humble too. And peace andlovis and jojr do spring : 

Christian experience ne'er exalts* Of Christ alone, 1*11 glory now. 

Bat gives te Christ his glory dw. Not self, iMt Christi^ll! speak and ting. 
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Jffe that fatetk my fleshy and drinkelh my bloody dwellelh 
in mCy and I in him... John vi. 56. 

This is a great mystery, but it is a comforting truth in the 
experience of Christ's members. Our Saviour saith, " It is my meat 
to do the will of him that sent me." So it is the believer's privilege to 
feedbjr fiedth on him that is sent, even the flesh and blood of Jesus : 
the xijr ^ like unto ourselves in all things." But his flesh is pure 
•odhplyy his blood immaculate and untainted, without sin:" there- 
fiire healthful for the soul to feed upon, and to be nourished up to 
eternal life. For consider, soul, ^< Christ suffered in the flesh" all 
the fiery wrath aixl dreadful curses of God*s pure and holy law, 
which We deserved, because transgressors. Christ, in his flesh, per* 
fiactly fulfilled all the demands of God's righteous law> and so wrought 
out a righteousness, for us, who have no righteousness of our own. 
^ In the body of his flesh he hath recondled us who were aliens and 
enemies to God; and in the body of his flesh, through death, he 
presents us unto God, holy, unblameable, and unreproveable in his 
Mght."%i«.CoL U 2 1, 32. Surely then the flesh of Jesus ^< is meat in* 
deed*" The richest repast, the most delicious banquet for poor 
mners. 

. Christ's ^^ blood is drink indeed." Most precious in its nature ; 
most reviving to the thirsty soul. O believer 1 the blood of this G od- 
Mav was shed for thy sins ; it hath fully atoned divine justice fi>r 
them; and '' you, who were sometime afu* off, are now made nigh 
. to God by the blood of Jesus."....£ph« ii. 13. <' By his blood peace 
js made with God."«...Col.i.30. ^' And the blood of Jesus Christ 
.deanseth from all sin.".»..l Johni. 7. Thus is Christ's flesh and 
blood the life of the soul. Hear the triumphant song of the saints 
in glory. ^^ Jesus hath loved us, and washed us from our sins in his 
pwn blood. "..•.Rev. i. 5* Their confession of victory over Satan the 
accuser of their souls is ^^ by the blood of the Lamb-" What is now 
their glory and triumph above, was once the food of their souls while 
poor sinners here, below. For in every age, believers did all ^^ eat 
of the same spiritual meat, and drink of the same spiritual diink, 
|he flesh and blood of Christ."....! Cor. x. 3» 4i» 

This food strengthens man's heart* This drink makes hiB^ of a 
cheerfiil countenance. ''He dwelleth in me," saith Christ, by a 
secrejt mysdqal union. So saith the Psalmist^ ^' Lord, thou hast been 
our dwelling-place in all ages;" ''and I in him," by sweet manir 
festation, knowledge and comfort, by faith. Ip.estimaUe Upswing! 
glorious privilege, thus to receive, thus to feed upon Christ in the 
heart by foith I For, saith Christ, " He that eateth me, shall live by 
me ; he hath eternal life." Such are Christ's sweet words and hearty- 
welcome to his church ; eat, O firiends ! dfink» O belovedl <'.£at thf 
bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart»"«..«£ccl.iz.^7«^ 
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TTteie things hat^e I written unto you, that beliece on ihe^ 
name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life, and that ye may believe on the. name ofthd:, 
Son of God.... I John v. 13. 

LiTTLS Benjamin was as dddr to his father Jacob as his elder 
brethren* The child Samuel was as truly a priest to the Lord as olil 
£11* So the feeUest lainb in the flock of Jesus, though ever so weak 
in £uth* and knowledge, yet is equally dear to the Pather as the 
strongiest believer..«.loved with the same everlasting love«.«.alik*' 
interested m the salvation of Jesus««»*and as certainly an heir of 
eternal life. Many weak children are ready to own this; but they 
doubt in their minds, and suspect in their hearts, not happily know* ' 
ing, nor being comfortably assured of their own interest in the sid- 
vation of Jesus. There were such in the apostle's days ; therefore the 
comforter inspires the beloved John to write to them. He condescends 
to their weakness of knowledge and comfort, because of the small 
degree of their faith ; but yet he speaks with the strongest assurance 
and the boldest confidence of the truth of salvation by Jesus. That 
is most certain. Eternal life is by Jesus only; and is sure to every 
member of his. Do you believe on the name of the son of God, as the ' 
only Saviour of lost sinners? This truth lies at the foundation of the ' 
hope of the gospel : when this is believed in the heart, that soul has 
the earnest of eternal life. By continuing to believe, it gains know* 
ledge and assurance, as the comforts of faith. When the Spirit has 
bestowed the precious gift of faith, it matters not, as to the safety 
of the soul, how weak soever it may be in the experience of comfort 
and joy; nor how much it may feel the workings of carnal naturcy 
reason, and unbelief against fsdth. Its sensible groanings and sorrow- 
ful complamts are evidences of the life of the soul, through the faith 
of Jesus. But is the poor soul always to abide in this weak, low, 
mourning state? No; that cannot be. , Jesus will make his members 
comfortable^ as well as safe. The Spirit who begets faith in the hesirt 
by the word, sti*engthens it also by the same truth. Faith comes by 
hearing the word, and it is also increased thereby. Therefore is Jesus' 
and eternal life revealed. The apostles wrote of this, and ministers 
prench of t]iiis, that weak fidth may be strengthened, strong faith 
increased...ftbat knowledge and assurance may be comfortably en- 
joyed....that believers may continue to believe, and persevere Mk ' 
believing on the Son of God ; who is ^<the author and finisher of our ' ' 

faith."....Heb. xii. 3. 

# ■ ■ 

Jesusr thott author of my faith, Eternal life is sure to faith^ 

Thou author of eternal life* O may I know 'tis sure to mb, 

Asstaoe me that I do believei That I may love thee more and more, 

O pattaa end to donbtfiii itrift. Whilst faith |ind hepe grow strongiii 

thee, A 
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Jn the Lord have I righteousness and strength. . . ./w* xl v. 24. 

'To trust in our own righteousness, and to glory in our own 
Btfengtfa) is natural to us all. But when a poor sinner " knows him* 
self, even as he is known of the Lord," he thinks otherwise. When 
he. becomes a follower of the Lamb, he learns the language of 
Canaan, and says, '^I have no confidence in the flesh." I subscribe 
with my whole heart to this confession of faith, '^ In the Lord have 
I lighteousness and strength." That the Lord Jehovah is a God of 
righteousness, and that he is almighty in strength, who will dare 
deny? But by &ith we speak the most comfortable knowledge of 
corenanl gprace : I, a poor sinner, who am without strength, destitute 
of righteousness in myself, have both strength and righteousness in 
iehovah. What I am, a sinner by nature and practice, that Jesus 
became by imputation. What Jesus is in his nature, and by his life» 
perfectly righteous, that I am in him. In myself I have no might> 
no strength, but ''in the Lord Jesus am I strong, strong in him, 
and in the power of his might." 

' This is the glorious grace, the joyful truth of the everlasting cove* 
nant. Such honor have all the saints of Jesus : his perfect righteous* 
neas their cloathing ; his almighty strength their protection. Who 
then shall condemn them? What power can prevail against them? 
believer 1- rejoice in thy privilege. This is thy triumph against 
eveiy accusation, '' In Jesus I have righteousness." This is my vic^ 
tory over every enemy, " In Jesus I have strength." Under the 
most discouraging views of my nature, as corrupt and sinful....mf 
Mk. and practice, as unrighteous....the condemnings of the law, 
though just—.the accusations of Satan, though grievous....yet in my 
glorious covenant head and representative, I am '' made the righ« 
teousness of God; in the beloved Son of God I am for ever ac« 
cepted." Under the most dejecting sense of our own weakness, tp 
withstand corruptions, to get the mastery over sinful passions, to 
preyaii against our enemies; though weak to perform any duty, 
iQs\ifficient to exercise any grace, unable to do the will of God, to 
^alk vfi his ways, and to please him ; yet ever, under all circum« 
stances, the Spirit testifies of Jesus, '' who is our strength and righ« 
teousness." All fulness is in Jesus; and ''out of his fulness we 
^^ceive grace for grace:" Though "without Christ we can do 
'^*>thing; yet, through Christ strengthening us, we can do all 
^i^gs." Here is the mystery of faith. "Abide m me," saith the 
X^-amb. 

^c>or helpless worms in thee possess Let faith and love always combiiie^ 
^^>ace, wisdoiDi pow'r, and righteous- To cause this precious truth toishiiit^ 

nesi s We tinners poor, and full of need, 

^boa art our mighty all, and we Have all things, la onrgioriont XB a». 
^loryj Q Lord, only in tusk. if. 
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■ 

By- grace ye are saved.. ..Eph. ii. 5. 

O THOU nan of God^ ^Met not this truth forsake thee; bind it 
•bout thy neck> write it upon the table of thine heart ; it shall be health 
to thy navel, and nuirrow to thy bones*"«.».ProY* iii* 3, 8* In the 
faith of thisy thQU wilt live in love and gratitude to God, in cheerful 
obedience to his sovereign will, and in confident hope and earnest 
expectation of eternal glory. While thou wilt be daily dying to everjr 
carnal hope and legal confidence, by the atonement and r^hteouA- 
ness of Jesus, his grace will be all thy plea, all thy hope, and all thj 
glorying. Hereby thou wilt be kept humble, and walk safely. Ttxat 
^the foot of pride prevail not against thee," is a happy part of this 
glorious salvation, so as to submit to receive it jeis entirely of grace^ 
free favor, unconditional election, luimerited love, ^' according to the 
good pleasure of the will of God the Father. "....Eph. i. 5. It is 
SOVEREIGN GRACE, therefore sure and saving to all the spiritual seei} 
of Jesus. All in our nature are averse to it. Nothing in us could 
deserve a right to it, or procure a title in it. It is freely proclaimed 
to the wretched and hell*deserving, ,^who have neither power nor 
inclination to perform any terms and conditions to obtain an interest 
in it. But the Lord's hand laid the foundation; his power will raise 
the superstructure ; '^ He wUl. bring forth the head-stone thereof 
with shoutings of grace, grace. "••••Zech. iv. 7. 

Salvation is by distinguishing grace. ^' One shall be taken 
and another left :" ^^ One of a city and two of a £uiiily,''....Jer» iii. 14...tf 
whomsoever the Lord is pleased to separate to himself as vessels of 
honor. The effects of saving grace are distinguishing; it works 
effectually in them that believe: ^^They are called with an holf 
ealling"—.pos8ess the faith of God's elect....experience repentance 
to salvation. They differ from their former selves in hope and 
conduct, and are distinguished also from the world, ^'that lies in. 
wickedness." Under its sovereign influence such a change was 
wrought in Paul, that he, '< who persecuted Jesus and his members^ 
preached the faith he once destroyed."....Gal. i. 23. So every subject' 
of grace is changed in judgment and affection. He no longer thkiks 
grace is to assist him to do something to gain acceptance with God^ 
but he knows " God- hath made us accepted in the beloved, to the> 
praise of the - glory of his grace."...*£ph. i. 6. Hence his affectaoHB. 
are placed upon the God of all graee^ as his center pf all happinessi 
and source of all felicity • He delights <^to run the way of God'» 
commandments." It is his joy that Jesus flies upon the wings of 
the wind to his. relief. He loves to fly on the wings of faith and love 
to him. He daily prays ^' to be filled with the fruits of rightedusness^ 
which are by Jesus Christ,tothje glory and praise of God«"»..«Phil.i». I U 
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Wve is me, my mother , that thou hast borne me, a man qf 

. .strife, and a man qf contention to the zchole earth ! I 

. have neither lent on usury, nor wen have lent to me on 

- usuiy, yet every one of them doth curse me... Jer.^s. 10. 

It is sweet consolation to new-bom souls to know the state they 
ire come to. Verily, saith Paul, "unto mount Sion, and unto the 
dty of the living God, and unto the heavenly Jerusalem/'.;..Heb« 
iii. 33. Even to all the glorious privileges of Jesus' church and 
lingdom, of love, grace and peace. The utmost stretch of thought 
eomes infinitely short of our highly favored state. See also the blessed 
tompany you are come to, " an innumerable company of angels, the 
feneral assembly and church of the first-bom, whose names are writ- 
ten in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of just 
men made perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, 

I* 

ind to the blood of sprinkling." ver. 33, 24. And hath distinguishing 

grace thus honored us ? Shall the church our mother bring jus forth I 

And will not the world take knowledge of us, that we have been with 

Jesuff ? That cannot be, for then we should be bastards, and not sons. 

For all are partakers of the worlds hatred, as soon as they appear to' 

le the object of God's love, and live as his adopted children, by faith. 

• What a strict harmony is there between the prophets and saints of 

the Old Testament, and the apostles and disciples of Jesus under 

the New ! What strong confirmation, that both are taught by the 

tame Spirit ! In this one triith they both perfectly agree, "We are 

not of the world, therefore the world hateth us.".... John xv. 1 9. But 

nanrel not, saith our loving Jesus, it is not you, but me they hate. 

I am the principal object of hatred, you only for my sake. But 

poor souls are ready to cry out, " Woe is me." What am I always 

fo live thus in strife and contention ? Is not my deportment and car- 

liage towards the children of this world quiet and inoffensive ? No ; 

they will not think so, unless you do as they do, live as they live, 

IbUow their vain customs, and partake of their carnal joys. " I have 

iicitfaer borrowed nor lent." Verily, this plea of excuse is the cause 

of oSence* For this they will curse us as over-righteous, precise 

Ibols. But stoop to borrow their ways, and lend yourself to their 

eattoms and practices, cast in your lot with them, and all will be 

iveD ; ■ peace and fiiendship will subsist* But no ; we prefer spiritual 

fefloiwtfaip with Jesus above all : we dare not fiarsake him, nor incur 

our Father's displeasure. We know ^' the friendship of the world 

is emnity with God."....James iv. 4. 

Hast thott thy Saviour's mark, my soul? My Jesus, teach me. day by day. 
Hated of men for Jesu's sake \ To f^lory in tliy cross. 

Sn&h honor is thy chiefest joy [saka. O may I live and prove this truth, 
Christ's glory, thou shouldit ne'er for- All gain but theef is loss* M. 
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In hope of eternal life, which God that ca^inot lie, pro* 
mised before the xvorld began.... Tit. \. 2. 

Christ's sheep are the trophies of his victory, the triumphs of 
tis cross, and the glory of his crown. Though naturally captives and 
slaves to the god of this world, the prince of the power of the air; 
yet when rescued by sovereign grace, they hear the shepherd's voice 
and follow lum. But at present they are prisoners of hope. The soul 
is imprisoned and immured in the noisome walls of the fii**jh, exposed 
to many taunts and jeers of the enemy, and liable to many fresh rallies 
and onsets from the prince of darkness. Often through their views 
being darkened, and from opposing lusts of the flesh they fear, and 
are in doubt whether they shall ever arrive at the glonous mansions 
of liberty and love. The more they look to and consider themselves^ 
the more discouragements arise. But if eternal truth and almighty 
power, founded in everlasting, unchangeable love, can secure them 
and bring them to glory, they are surely safe now....they shall be 
eternally happy in glory. 

Hath the God of truth promised eternal life before the world 
began? who then could this promise be made to? Verily, to no other 
but Jesus the surety of the everlasting covenant: the head and re- 
presentative of all his chosen members. O soul, before conversion 
to Jesus, thou wast a dead sinner without hope. Hast thou faith hi 
Jesus? then hast thou ^^the faith of God's elect, and dost acknowledge 
the truth, which is after godliness." Thou hast also eternal li£^-: 
in hope now ; and the possession is as sure to thee, as if thou wa^ 
in actual enjoyment of it. The eternal God oftruth must becomes 
liar, if thou fail of thy hope. Was eternal life promised upon 
certain conditions? Jesus hath performed them all. He became 
surety to this very end. God the Father is perfectly satisfied, and 
eternally glorified with his work. God the spirit bears ^vitness to it* 
Hereby hop^ is established in the heart. O then take heed not to 
invert the ofrd^ of the gospel, lest thy mind be perplexed, hope 
clouded, and Satan gain an advantage. Be thankful for the grace of 
hope ; but ever glory in the God of hopie. Frames and feelings often 
vary: they may. delude and deceive. Gifts may be lost: graces 
decline. Jesus our hope ctonot. '^ He is the same yesterday, te- 
day, andfbrevei*. Wherefore are eternal transactions revealed?: but 
for God's glory and the confirmation of his people's faith and hope 
ih God,, and to excite love in him. Ever remember, by. grace ye 
are saved, ^< according to the promise of life, which is in Christ 
Jesus.".,..2 Tim. i. K 



JUNEK 165 

'Wkosoever^ ^eUevefh that Jesus is the Christ, is bam qf 
God.. .A John v. 1. 

"c. It U too conunoii for many of God's dear children to perplex 
fafi distress their minds, in seeking after marks and evidences of the 
new-birth; while they too often expect to find them outwardly in the 
lesh, instead of looking inwardly to the spirit* For the sadsfiurtion 
lad comfort of God's children, the Holy Ghost hath laid down this 
inward evidence, faith, as an incontestable mark of a new-bom soul* 
: When Peter made that glorious confession, ^ Thou art Christ the 
Son of the living God," Jesus replies, ^ Blessed art thou, Simon ; 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father who is 
la-heaven*" All the powers and abilities of human nature and reaspp 
{/to hr from teaching) are at enmity agiunst this soul-saving truth* 
No man can teach it his brother, so as to cause his heart to receive 
ind believe it* It is a knowledge only revealed by the Spirit ; received 
and believed by heaven-bom souls, that the man Jesus is the only 
Saviour««-that he is the anointed of God, to the work of salvation of 
ioat sinners* The very devils know and confess this, but without 
lay hope of salvation hereby* But when any poor sinner is enabled 
to believe this in his heart, it is a blessed evidence of the love of the 
Father, and the power of the Holy Spirit* Then ^ he hath the 
witness in himself, that he is bom of God*" He hath the marie and 
;«ndenGe of a child of God within him* As the gift of Jesus is the 
.fruit of God's everlasting love, so ftdth in Jesus is the fruit of his 
juiving ^ died for our sins, and rose again for our justification,'* 
lAioended to the Father, and sent the Holy Ghost to testify of him* 
belief honiMrs the God of troth : glorifies the €kKl of grace, by 
the testimcHiy he hath given of his beloved son, Jesus. It 
jg a holy fiuth ; it dwells in holy hearts, and produceth holy fruits. 
H^ypy the heart, that hath received this power and privilege to 
.become a scm of God* The love of the holy trinity is upon such a soul. 
4t-ia his privilege, like the happy eunuch, *Uo go on lus way rejoic- 
'kig»" It is his happiness ever to be, ^' looking unto Jesus the author 
finisher of our ftuth*...relying on Jesus who is our righteous- 
1 Cor* i* 30.***tmsting in Jesus, who is our hope, 1 Tim. i. !•••• 
ieJcMcing in Jesus, who is our peace, £ph. ii. 1 4.«..glorying in Jesus, 
•.who -is our atonement, Rom* v. 1 l...«and thus looking for the mercy 
#ur IxMd Jeaus Christ unto eternal life."*.«*Jude, verse 31. 



tlie sov'rtign will of God alone New models an the carnal mind. 

Creates «s hein of grace f And formi the man afresh. 

Bom in the image of his Son, Our quickened souls bj faith arise 

A* new peculiar race. From the long sleep of death; 

The Spirit, like some heav'nly wind, On heav'nly things we fix our eyes, 

Mown on the sons of flesh. And praise employs our breath. 

VouL W 
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Then said his wife unto him^ dost thou stiU retain thii^ 
integrity? Curse God and die... Job ii. 9. 

In seasons of distress and ajEtction how must it allevifite the 
mind, and soothe our sorrows, to have so near an4 dear a friend as 
the partner of our lives speak a good word in due season I but on the 
contrary, when such an one is used as an instrument, by the adver- 
sary, it heightens distress, ^d adds a double weight to the pressure 
ef afflictions* Such was the case of patient Job* Flesh of his Qeshi 
and bone of his bone, taunts at himi for his integrity, and urges 
^vice, which was as a dagger to his very heart. Verily, believei^ 
thou also art ^^ born to trouble as the sparks fly upwards.*' Thoa 
hast therefore need of faith and patience as well as Job* These thou 
daa art a partaker of, though not to so eminent a degree* Thcui 
also hast a peevish, fretful, repining partner for Ufe ; which will ever 
lue urging upon thee reproaches, and gtving thee such advice, whic& 
IS at the. peril of thy soul to hearkeA to» Here is the exercise of thf 
graces^ Be then on thy guard against this dear partner, rathe^nea7 
enemy, even thy carnal sinful nature, the flesh, with its affectionf 
and lusts« Know assuredly, when it would reason with thee, it is tq* 
beguile thee««**when it demands an audience, it is to instil the veno^i 
of poison% Its nature is enmity; its workings rebellion; its reason^ 
lags treason against thy God* If thou give place to the flesh it \nS$ 
iround thy soul* If thou suffer it to gain ascendency, it will darken 
thy mind, and bring distress upon thy conscience* ^' If thou livesl 
after the 9esh theu shalt die." If therefore at any time, thpough the 
pride and perver ^eness of the flesh, thou art tempted to entertain har^ 
thoughts oCliiy God; to be impatient under hisi chastisements, apd 
murmur agsunst hi^ allotments ; to call in question the truths of hiai * 
word) the stability of his cove^umit, the freeness of his promises, an4 
the security of thy soul's salvation through the faith of Jesus; re^9t 
ita sttggestictns in the faith Qf the word of grace ; turn from its rea- 
sonings as from a bitter foe ; and silence it with this humble, s^b^ 
missive language of faith ; " Shall we receive good at the hand oF 
God) and shall we not receive evil ?" Job's wife was mortal : so is thy 
flesh* His sorest afflictions were soon at an end*. Th^ I^rd blessed 
the latter end of Job more than his beginning*. Lo, thus shall it bt> 
with thee« Here is our joy of fait^if^ Our time is short* Our lights 
afflictionsiare but fov a moment: ^'they work for us a far more^ 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory*".*«.2 Cor* iv* 17* 

Thro' seas and storms of deep distress Dear Father, if thy lifted rod 
We sail by faith^ and not by sight; Resolv'd to scourge us here below« 
Christ guides us in the wildemeat Still we must le»i upon our God, 
Thso* all the briers of the night. Thine arm shall bear us safely tkro^ 



Sesus sdidj I thank ihee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 

earthy because thoii hast hid these things from the wise 
■ dnd prudent, gnd hast revealed them unto babes : Even 

so Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight....Matt. xi. 

S5, 26. 
The true ministera of Christ are greatif encouraged in theif 
]|ix>ars, knowing; they serve that sovereign Lord, who hath declared^ 
^ My word shall not return to me void, but it shaH accomplish that 
vhich I please: it shall prosper in the thing whereunto I sent it.''-.* 
Ibsu 1v« 1 U <^ To some the gospel is a savour of life unto life; unto 
Dehors of death unto death/' To some Jesus is revealed, to others the 
gospel is hid.. Nevertheless, his ministers <' are unto God, a sweet 
lavoiir of Christ in them that are saved, and in them that perish/^*^* 
iCor. ii. IS. 

^. What Ahall we say to these things? shall we dare to cavil agamsC 
the sovereign dispensations of God, or arraign him at the bar of 
tiur weak judgments? shall the pot-sherds of the earth contend with 
Jehovah, and say, What dost thou? Shall the pride of our carnal 
itason, and the rebellion of our corrupt nature, v^it itself withy ^I 
will not allow it at all ; I cannot believe it is just and righteous that the 
Lord should &ct with sovereignty, give or withludd his special grace 
as it seemeth' good unto him I' St* Paul sharply reproves such daring 
q^ches* " Nay, but O man, who art thou that rejdiest against 
6od?"«.«Jt is plsdn that such walk not humbly; they have not the 
mind of Christ* The Father's will was his joy : Jehovah's purposes 
Ids delight: and with sovereign dispensations Jesus most cheerfully 
acquiesced ; '' Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight*'* 
Herein he hath left us an example. This is beyond all other reasons 
we can assign for God's dealings in grace and providence* Such 
sentiments shew, that we have been taught of God, are little in our 
own eyes, passive as babes in our own judgment^ and are submissive 
children to our Father's will* 

A spiritual revelaticm of the hope of the gospel> is by the sove* 
reign grace of the Holy Sjurit, ^* who divideth to every man severally 
as he will*" It ever begets humility of heart* Why me, Lord! 
oreates amazement of soul* What am I i ever excites love and gra-* 
titude* Am-I called to the &dtb of Jesus, and the hope of sidvation^ 
while others, of the wise and prudent of this world, are left in the 
darkness, pride and rebellion of their nature? O what shall I render 
unto the Lord? How fearful to offend, how studious to please, how. 
joyfiU to glorify the Lord my God ought I tQ be &om day tp day I 
** Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith." . 

« Thus doth the Lord of heav'n and Bow then, my Lord, my proud free- 

' His great decrees fulM, [earth To own thy sov'reign hand} ^wiUi 

« And ofders all his woxks of grace And humbly to adore thy ways 

« By his own sov'reign will/ Which 1 can't undccstand. Vl« 



And one tobd David, saying , Jkithophel is anion^ the eon^. 
spirators with Absalom. And David said^ O Lardy. I 
pray ikee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into faolish- 
ness....^ Scan. XV. 31. 

Clouds gathered very fast and grew very black at this titoe over 
the head of king David. His own beloved son hdd drawn the s^ord 
of rebellion»***his subjects flocked in great numbers; aftd to heighten- 
the king's distress, his own counsellor joined the conspiracy^ But^ 
under all this David shewed himself to be a man after God*3 owl^ 
heart. His soul looks through every discouragement. He knew ther 
throne of grace to be ever •pen and accessible, therefore the vetf 
tidings that brought sorrow to his heart, he instantly makes the 
subject of his prayer. Happy conduct 1 when before carnal reason k: 
suffered to plead, the prayer of faith is presented. Too, too ofl 6x9: 
disciples^ upon hearing disagreeable tidings, consult flesh and blood 
before they apply to their ever-loving and faithful friend Jehovahi'^ 
This ought not so to be* According to David's faith and prayer so. 
the Lord £u:iswered him. The counsel which he had reason to dreaxE. 
firoia Ahithophel, was defeated by the L<n^, jand turned to his own; 
destruction. Thus '< the Lord only is our refuge and strength ; ar 
very present help in every time of trouble. "....Psalm xlvi. 1. 

Knowest thou not, disciple, there is treason and rebellion found, 
with thee against David's Lord, even Jesus, thy king? Not greatee 
reason had David to fear, and to pray against Ahithophel's counsel^ 
than thou hast daily. As his name signifies brother of ruin or folly; 
it reminds one of the flesh, a brother or partaker of the ruin of sin 
with the soul; and also that its wisdom is ever with us, is ever Goun«f 
selling and conspiring against the peace and safety, the love and 
holiness, the joy. and hapinness of the soul in Christ Jesus.- It not 
only counsels against, but lusts contrary to the Spirit continually* 
May this be our daily prayer in the spirit and in faith, ^^ O Lord, turn 
the counsel of the flesh into foolishness, confound its pride, destro^r. 
its lusts, subdue its passions, suffer us not to confer with flesh atod 
blood, let us not sow to the flesh; but enable us to confer with thee 
by faith. May our conversation be in heaven I So strengthen Us topuC 
off the old man with his deeds, until we put off the body, to be ^ sown 
in dishonor) and to-be raised in glory."-..l Cor. xv. 43. 

« 

Arise, ray aoul, my joyful pow'rs, Chritt mit'd me from the deeps of 
And triumph in my God; The gates of gaping hell, 

Awake, my voice, and loud proclaim And fixt my standing more secure 
His glorious grace abroad. Than 'twas before 1 feU. 



JUNE 5; 16f 

Tmke Acfd. Jo yourselves ; if thy brother trespass against 
\ thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn 
'. again to thee, saying, I repent ; thou shalt forgive him..., 
hake xvii, 3, 4. 

,^. ^fIKD this. loYing word. ^Do thyself no harm." The least 
degree of malice) hatred or revenge, is contrary to the genius of the 
{Q^iel^.-incoDsistent with the character of a disciple of the meek and 
lowly Jesus* But, our master knows what is in man : that his memr 
. \^ are composed of flesh, as well as spirit ; and therefore liable to 
alKmd, one against another, so as to hurt and injure each other, in 
^ peace of their minds, and fellowship of their spirits* So also, 
thj^y cause the way of truth to be evil spoken of, by the adversaries, 
fho .^ire glad at every advantage, to cry out, <^0 these are your 
I^i^t8 ! see how full of wrath thy are ; how they bite and devour each 
^^^•* Therefore, ^< take heed to yourselves," saith the head to his 
luembers. Watch against this evil. Offences will come* I teach 
Y91 how to behave* Suppose thy brother trespass against thee, pitf 
ki& weakness : pray for him by name, to thy Father, and his Father. 
]^ware of angry resentment* If he aggravates his.ofience, by 
frequent repetition, thou shalt in no wise hate thy brother; but, as oft 
18 he offends, if he as often "turn again to thee, sajring, I repent; 
t|lou shalt forgive him*" But, are we not to forgive him until, and 
^pless,^ he do turn and say, I repent ? In one sense we ought ; perhaps* 
^'in another* We must not, at our peril, entertain anger, or let 
^ ^un go down on our wrath; but in our hearts freely and fiilly 
^w;give an offending brother* But, what if he remains stubborn, and 
ptnists in a spirit of bitterness ? Even then, we are to forgive him 
^ our. hearts, and be desirous of embracing him, in love* 

•But may we not justly suspend declaring our forgiveness to hinif 
until he turn and say, I repent? Herein have we not God's word, and 
oaethod, as our example? Though God loves his people in Christ, 
1^ for his 8|ike pardons their sins; yet, until they actually turn to 
4^m, and repent, he doth not manifest his pardon, and love to them. 
Quit let us ever remember, as God's thoughts of love are towards us, 
^£;ire we turn to him: so our thoughts of love should be to our 
96eQding brethren, ere they turn to us* Doth the Lord Jesus require 
us to forgive every repeated offence, even until seventy times seven, 
four hundred and ninety ? surely then, he will magnify his love, and 
^kiplay his mercy, in pardoning the innumerable offences, of all who 
turn to him* "Forgiving one another, even as God, for Christ'a 
si|ke hath forgiven you."***.£ph* iv* 32. 

'Great is God's love, and lari^e his grace, Then let us to oar brethren shew. 

• Through the redemption of his Son : The loving spirit we partake^ 

• He turns our feet from sinful ways. All their offences to forego, 

'And pacdona what our hands have And love them freely for Christ's take. 
*done.' .. . M. 
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And I saidy This is my iijfirmtty.. ..Psahn Ixxviu 10. 

While in the body, we are in such an imperfect state, as to be 
liable to various exercises of mind, through in^w^Uing corruptions-^ 
and the stig^stions of Satan. Saints in all ages hare exj[>erienced' 
iktctoating frames* Like mariners oil a •tempestuous sea, at ohe time, 
thef seem to mount up to heairen, in comfort and joy; at anoth^y 
they sink down, in a^iprehension, to the depths of hell ; then, HlMll 
persons at. their: wit's end, they express themselves, vk avery unr^^ 
so&able manner* Doubt and uncertainty take place of knowledge aniti 
truth : unbelief seems to furevail against faith ; and they are ready f^ 
^1 all in question: not only, past sweet experiences of Gdd'siov^ 
te their souls, but the very existence <»f Gi^^i promises, faithfulbe^- 
and truth* . And they write with the pen inf iaspifatioll (tiiough tuit of 
the Spirit of truth, but of a lying spirit) many felse and bitten thin^ 
against themselves^ ^^Woe is me, I am undone," saith IsaUbs^ 
^Woe Js me," aaith Jerenuah. ^^ Without were fightings, withiiir' 
were Sears," say the apostles. ^^I shall one day perish by thi^ hatid 
of Sauli" saith David* And in this psalm, hope seems to be, as h^ 
were, giving up the ghost, and with languid, &int accents breathes^ 
^WUlthe Lord cast off forever? will he be favoralde no motef- 
is his mercy clean gone for ever? doth his promise fail fat everinortf^ 
hath God forgotten to be gracious ? hath he, in anger, shut up hii^"' 
tender mercies?" So that you see^ O tossed, tempted, tried believdrt 
this is the way. saints in all ages have gcme to glory. Thou haft? 
thy lot with them now ; soon thou also shalt be where they are* ' But>' 
O what a gloomy prospect, what soul-distressing views, must thai' 
poor sinner have, who lives upon, his frames, whose hope springs' - 
from his own £euthfolness, or trusts to the exercise of his own grfic^ 
instead of the God of all grace, the blessed Jesus, ^^ who is the sanie 
yesterday, tp-day, and for ever!" How comforting! how hearts 
reviving to know that the Lord, ^^ who sent redemption unto his 
people, will ever be mindful of his covenant^ which stcuddeth fast fo^ 
ever!"»...Psalmcxi* 5. Thierefore the H<rfy Spirit stands engaged^ 
in covenant-contract, to execute his office, as the comforter* Wheff 
he is pleased to revive the soul with the views of Jesus, his glcnious^ ' 
work, and finished salvation, Satan sculks away, like a meaiif 
abashed liar: the believer returns to his right mind, takes shame U^ 
himself, and says, That I should ever doubt of thy love, call kk 
question thy truth, and suspect thy foithfulness: O my God, thia^ 
ismyuifirmityl • 

Hence from my soul sad thoughts be TiH sov'retgn grace with shining rays 
And leave me to my joys ; [gone, Dispeil'd my gloomy fears. 

My tongue shall triumph in my God j !„ vain the tempter frights my sonl, 
Christ pleads his righteous cause. • And breaks my peace again ; 

parkness and donbt had veil'di^y niind» One giinpae, dear Saviour, of thy facs 
And drown'd my eyes in tears, Revives my joys again. ' 



JUNE 7. I5rl 

Lordi heholdj hexvhofh thou lovest is sick... John iC\. 3. 

t To have Jesus continually live in our thoughts, should be our 
^ly study. To keep a sweet intercourse open, between Christ and 
the soul) should be our eoostant exercise* To be watchful agafaist 
eifery bold intruder, that would iittermpt our communion witfi the 
Saviour) is our greatest wisdom. Thus, through ^le Spirit's ttd, • 
kfOly freedona and humble fanuliarity is maintained with ChriBt, and 
9)ir hearts. Why should we not be aimingthus to anticipate heaven^ 
fOE) .J.esu4 never intermitft in his love to us, care t>ver us, and pre^ 
lence with us. Through such a happy conduct, we shall enjoy an 
ibiding sense of this. Then, when sin assaults, Sartan attacks^ 
^mptattons beset, afflictions surround, sickness overtakes, aocr^w 
Ik^ws down, death threatens, or whatever may be our state, hoir 
i^cunfiairting when the twin sisters of &ith and hope, like the two sisters' 
ni Lazarus, carry our case to the master, with <^ Lord, behold, he 
whom thou lovest is sick?" Short, but very expressive. Not like' 
the noblemaui's importunate prayer, ^^ Sir, come down, ere my sow 
die;" but a simple message. They knew the love and power of* 
JeeuB.. They doubted not his speed. It is enough to lay our case 
before the. Lord. It is best entirely to submit to his will, and patiently 
wait his time^ ^ He that believeth shall not make haste.*'M..Isa»' 
z«wi« 1$. 

Is ther^ a poor sinner on earth, who believes in Jesus, that can 
doHbt of hk love? Hath he not ^ven the strongest assurances of it? 
Llfinitety stronger, than if he had sent an angel, to testify of his love- 
lo us* For he came himself ; he more than told us how he loved us ; 
^, ilQrrows, his sufferings, his agonies and death, most loudly pro- 
claim it;, for our sins he bled, for our sins he suffered; yea for that 
inQ9t base sin, that sin of all sins, the greatest of sins, unbelief* 
Thi9» even this, JTesus bore himself, in his own body on the tree« 
Even this he ^died to atone for, as weQ as all others. Art thou often - 
tifiks Asd learest this master-sin will prove the death of thy soul, as 
it does now the life of thy comforts ? Is this the grief of thine hearty 
ai^.the. caitse of thy woe? Jesus is the alone physician, he only catft 
eufe lU '^ For he is not only the authcn*, but finisher of our faith.".... 
Heb* xiL 2. Thcmgh, like the sisters of Lazarus, we cannot plead 
oiir-stsQnglov& to Jesus, yet in the belief of his word, we may ever 
plead his strong love to us. ^^ Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is 
akJu^' Heal thy servant. ^' Lord, I believe, help thou my unbelief." 
Ask, is Christ's blessed command.^ It shall be given, is his precious 
pronuse...<Luke xi« 9. 

How many are thy thoughts of love ? When I'm afflicted, poor and low» 
Thy merciet, Lord, how ip-eat Y And light and peace depart, 

W© hive not hours, nor words enough, My Jesus seeft myheavy jgroe, 
Tth»\x numbers to repeat. And bears me on his heart. 
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Blessed is the man whom thatc choosesty and cdnsest (0 

« 

approach unto thee, that he may .dwell in thy . courts : 
We shall be satisfied lotth the goodness qf thy house, even 
of thy holy temple.. .JPsalm Ixv. 4. 

Mr. BuKTAK) in his Pilgrim's Progress, observes, " Chr»- 
tiana's heart was so enamoured, by the affecting sight of Christ's 
cross, by £uth^ that she wished all her carnal friends, to partake, 
in what she saw, and felt* But she was reminded, that faith's TieWS 
are of special grace/' They are streams which flow from the rirer 
of 'God's electing love* Ev^ry man whom the Lord chooseth, f^ is 
blessed with all spiritual blessings in Christ." - This is evidenced by 
spiritual life* Seeing all grace, love, and happiness center in Jeho- 
vah, he delights to draw nigh to him, because confident of access, 
by a new and living way consecrated through the flesh of Jeans* 
Here is no fiery law, no flaming sword, to terrify and afirig^t the 
believer, in his approach to God* But the Lord himself causes him, 
to approach his presence* Love, not only invites, but sweetly ecu- 
strains him to come, as a child to its loving parent* " The Father 
draws to the Son, and the Son reveals the Father," by the Holy 
Spirit, as a God of love to poor sinners* Without this, no soul ean, 
or will, ever come unto God****John vi* 44. See thy special mercy* 
Adore that sovereign grace, which reigns over all thy pride, mid 
stubbornness* And do I thus approach my Lord? O what infinite 
treasures of grace are secured by covenant-love and promise! Not a 
sudden fit of pleasure, or transient delight in the ways of God, do 
such experience ; but they shall '^ dwell," their residence shall be 
near the Lord in spirit, and they shall be satisfied from Jesus* AU- the 
glory and magnificence of the temple was only typical of Jesus, who 
ekceeds in glory* All the glory and goodness of the Lord ia trea- 
sured up in, and communicated from him, as man and Mediator to 
poor sinners* Come then as a needy beggar to receive* 

O the super-abounding goodness of the Loi*d, to cause poor, head- 
strong, high-minded rebels to approach him, and be satisfied with 
him I Most joyful claim of faith, '^ The Lord is my portion,, suth 
my souU therefore will I hope in him*"*.**Lam* iii* 24* «A glimpse 
of Christ's glory and goodness sickens the soul to every other objeq^ 
A lively faith, engages the affections towards him; tpve is. very 
jealous, and excites watchfulness against what may disturb its hep-- 
piness, or destroy its comfort* ^^ I will sing unto the Lord^ because 
he hath dealt bountifully with me*"*.**Psalm xiii* 6« . -i 

We chuse our God and then we're But how came we the Lord to chuce^ 
And in his coturtt we dwell : [blest, Who are for sin accurst? 

Lo, here we £nd perpetual t%atf ■ This myst'ry.we will soon disclose; 
And of his goodness tell* Becausei God chose m first. H. 
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^i^VhereforCy hetoved, seeing that ye look for such things, be 
diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without 
■:\ Spot, and blameless. ...^ Pet. ni. 14. 

It is a most g;rand delusion to imagine that the doctrines of 
fiBce tend to lull the soul asleep in supine indolence, or slothful 
stitpidity* The belierer hath not so learned Christ* Though he is 
SMRod by grace freely, yet he is called to ^ labour diligently." By futh 
ke looks forward^ to the fulfilment of awful predictions and pre- 
ckms promises* Hence we are excited to daily diligence, in the 
performance of duties, the use of means, and the exercise of graces. 
Do we kx^ for the' burning of the earth, the elements, and all sub^ 
h^nary things I do we expect to be inhabitants of new heavens, and 
« :Bew earth? do we wait, and sometimes long for the coming of 
$k» Lamb, our loving master and precious Saviour? and shall we 
indidge carnal ease and spiritual sloth ? shall we not fear to be found 
4f Jesus in such a state ? Most true, '^ Jesus hath made peace for us^ 
by the blood of his cross*" But shall we not be diligent, to maintain 
t lively sense of this sweet peace in our hearts? shall we not labour 
after purity of heart? And how is this to be expected, but by stu* 
diously avdiding those things, which tend to draw the heart, and 
gliauite»the affections from Jesus? If we lose sight of the Lamb, we 
lose the sense t>f peace* If we look at things which are seen, this 
•h ugct a kyve to them, and increases anxious solicitude for them* Andy 
jtes! then they only pierce us through with many sorrows* And 
noct of ally when we are in our right minds, do not our sorrows 
inaease) if we decrease in spiritual ^ligence, and grow in worldly- 

- Christian^ though thou knowest it is God that giveth thee power 

to get wealth,' and lus providence is engaged to preserve thy body; 

yety tl^'^th not cause thee to abate thy diligence in thy worldly 

concerns; nor doth it make thee careless to preserve thy body from 

Indms and administer to it such things as dltc for its health. Most 

&appy is it fox thee, thus daily to watch over, and care for, the peace 

' and parity of thy soul* Jesus is thy peace : by living on him, peace 

UrMJoyed* He is thy Saviour : by looking to lum, thou shalt be 

' kept fiee from filthy spots* Thus by maintaining fellowship with 

> ^ri8t****walkkig with Christ****keeping up a free intercourse with 

C^uist; peace of mind, and purity of* heart are preserved* In tMs 

waiy^ verily^ thou 9halt be blameless* And be assured, ^^thedili- 

gcJit soul shall be made fiLt*"*-*Pibv« xiii* 4* 

Hy thoagfau mnnoiint theie lower There I behold with sweet delight 
I look within the veil | [df ies, The bleued Three in One, 

Theie tpringt of eadlett pleasure riie, And ttrong affectibns fix my tight 
.;rhe watoa never failt On God's inciSraats Son. 

VOL.L • . • X 
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And his disciples aarne'^ und t^up Ae b&^tf, andburkdt^ 
and tvent and pld Jesus..^Malt^ 9:iv« IS. 

Thus was extinguished that burning and shinmg light, John 
Baptist* K is very staggmng ta the ty^ of ^bsc, and the judghient 
ef carnal reason, that the ^^ Ijovia whoso eyes are mtxf the rightefntsy't 
^hopld yet suffer his &ithft|l ikiinnters, and deareiJt chtfdren, to &tt 
a sacrifice to the tage and imiKee of craely and unreaaonahie men* 
This puzzled the royal prc^het Daridt this wi^ an ei^ercise ta 
patient Job ; and it has f^ disciples to the stand in all agea. W* 
are ready to cry out, <^ W^eve i» the God of Elijah I** Whem it comof 
^arep home, and we ourselves 9ixt the subjects of inaidts and injo* 
rieS) from the power and npialice of ememies to. Jesus and iusL-trutlMt 
Ijl^^ \^ a trial of faith* If this exercise W eontimiedi, if Ae enemjpi 
triu9ftphs, and God our friend appefips not, ae our ddi^^Kteiv how 
dbet Satan, who has stirred up fightings witlienxt, iadaslivMi^ly aioEi 
to inject fears within ; with, " whew }» now thy God?-'^ * Why dos^ 
^u vainly imagine thyself a. child of God, whtte thy Father Icaveft 
th^ %m this cruel treatment ?! If thou wast m^ his fit^Tov, thou wpuldes% 
sorely find his protection* T\^t w^nt c(f his care pcoves thou ka4t 
BQ pait in his love.' 

' Nomr thou art called^ O chr^tiySft', to^ fight and resist Satan atod&8tl|K 
in the fUth% Judge not of thy Father's lore by present diapensatiottu 
Strengthen thyself in thy God* C^nsuH his word* Wait on bim«. 
Take up the deceitful, unelefA body 9f sense, tod camai reaaoiH 
bury it, and V^ 9|id tell thy Savior* Ho i« thy wisdom, thy coian 
seUpr; ^nd a perfect match for thy sobtl^ ftd^etsary*' It ia very 
alleviatii^ to a distressed mind, to pcmr its complaints int^ the synK 
p^thizing breast of a fidUifM ^eiid» What is* the o^m^e ff thy sor*^ 
i^Qws, make the subject of thy free convoMo wii|l^ thy Suviourw It 
tJiQu art smitten on eart}i, t^Il l^iqd whQ fe^ta b^ t^ee in heaven* 
Here is thy comfixrt, hf Mways h^ups, ey^r iQvitt, and can instantly 
deliver. But if he does no| r r^ fisfinredr I^kvo delays for thy profiu 
Afflictions are blessings in dJsg^riH».. We d<s^ UPty SQ heartily, think of 
mx hoine above^ w^iHe richly fiiiw^(f^wi<^ eavlMiy comfovta lttlow» 
Our Lord strips ^aof th<9pi, tp tv^ fmr thfftt|rht!k homeward* But, 
we shfdl snrely find} << n%tribut%^«p.^>onQ«N9 oensolation shaU mnck 
mqre abnwd*'- Oi^r Lor4 a4y»H»li ^ Cfdt UpM mft in the day^ of 
trouble, and I yip^ d^Ycn^thoeit aBdth0q«hiBUsl«ril$rme^v...«psalBi 
It 15* Prize ||. %| ja^ gmiteM Ufiaid»eas, tet Im B«a|^ theX^i^^ 
and mdntain humble coavefftQi witA hua : poup ant your oomplaiai^: 
and shew him your troubI^*««*P8^m cxlii* 3* 

Lord, we adore thy vast dstigntt Whca Ihou array'st thine awfbl fkcc/ . 

Th' obscure abyss of Bfovidaiiot ! In aagpy ft<ewi» witliont a smile : 

Too deep to afN9d with aMnrtalUnsSi We, thrs*thyslMids, believe thy grac^ 

Too dark to view with ftcUc scoae. Scant of U^eooipassionsti^ 
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Thmsaid these meh. We shall hot^nd 919 mxdsimi dgainsl 
this Daniel, except toeJind.it against him concerning the 
., law of his God.. ..Dan. vi. 5. 

Hafft Daniel) to hare such a testuncmy of thy conduct ftoM 
Utt-ttUNithof thine implacable encimies. These men oDuld aUedgC 
MhiAg Bgaiaat this lennant of God) in regard to his outward life and 
drnfenatiaii; for he wms a good subject, a quiet neighbour, just and 
htanat an fait dealings* Though in an eminent station, jret with 
whit cotatempt and scorn do they seem to speak of him I ThisDamel> 
Ihia cnrer-qighteoos fellow, who pMends to be more religions than 
aH th» rest <tf his neighbours* As it was in the beginnmg, so it ii 
wmtf -and eter will be, ^^He that is bom after the flesh, will perse- 
arte him that is bom after the ^nrit*".-X;aU iv. 99* What then! 
^or ienemies no aoonei^ assauH us, with their tongues, but our God 
iafcea oor part* ^ If jre be reproached for the name of Christ, happy 
i*e yew Forthe Spirit of glmy, and of God resteth open you*"*^* 
4 Peti iT. 14. 

Buti let ^very disciple see toit, that he suffers at a diristtattr 
Vaktt heedi that thy life and conduct be, as becometh the goipelr It 
is a great blessing so to behave, that carnal men can find no juaX 
tocasioAy agaitet our moral coodtbt* This they are judges of# 
Their eyes are upoh us* They watch orer us for evil* This ought 
to iteke us Yery circumspect* Our religion they abhorr For thia^ 
€Tery follower of the Lamb is sure to be hated, for his master's sakew 
^ Woe be unto us, When all men qmdi Weil of us," saith our ma^terb.*^ 
faikevi* 36* They seek enough against us; aH to our fkith, hope, 
«Dd4ife* And some would as surely cast us into a den ef liens, as 
they did Daniel, were it practicable^ and permitted* Yet, they 
ooidd not depriTe him of the love, presence and protection of the Son 
of God* These make every place a heaven of delight and joy. And 
When bated of all men for his sake, he pronooncee na blessed, bide 
4la rej^Hice,. tokd hath left us an example, patiently to follow his steps* 
.. Christ's dying prayer, for his very murderers, was; *' Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what they do*" Ignorance of the 
iBtdi, is thecante of hatredand malice againsthis senrants* Hast 
Jtot thou a heart to pity, and a tongue to pray for thy enemies^ Herb 
we may indulge sweet revenge* These weapons we may always 
use*. And how knowettthou^ but the moat foriout persecutor, like 
..Panl, may be a chostn vessel, of God the Father, redeemed by the 
JUood of Jestts*w*and ete to-morrow's sun, the grace of the Holy 
Spirit may make him an humble pemtent^ <<who maketb thee tb 
d^er ftom another? and what hast thou, that thou <Ud8t not receive V' 

.1 Cot* iv. JT* . 



dlkappt*M«wlMyleViiyelifOed, Go <m ni^iclh^ eV^ day^ 
AndwVHathtwMtdk^fliei • WtmtiWkTwpimfM^. 
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F» Christ is entered into heaven itself y now to appear 'id 
' the presence of God for iis....Heb. ix. 24. 

How highly was Zachariais honored! He heard the gospel of 
ialviition from the mouth of an angel; who said^ '^I am Gabriel, 
who stand in the presence of God, and am sent unto thee, to shew^ 
thee these glad tidings." But we see the awful effects of- unbeliefi: 
Though thus beloTedy and honored of God, yet he 'vrin struck dumb 
for a sea8on».«.Luke u 20. Though God most dearly loves his people ' 
in Christ) yet, he sees their sins, and with fiettherly affection chastises 
for them* ' Do we not see somewhat of our own case here? For, aa 
faith inspires the heart and tong^ with boldness, so unbelief striloes 
us dumb* - We cannot speak a word, nor offer a plea Ibr our poor 
souls, if faith .lose sight of Jesus. But he never forgets us. Our 
souls are never neglected by him. Thie Lamb is in the midst of the 
throne rda us. In our nature, in the same human body^ which wis 
banged on the tree, with five pierced wounds in his hands, his feet, 
9Sid precious side, he appears in the presence of God. • There, like 
aonie victorious conqueror, who has gloriously delivered his country^ 
from the cruelty and rage of a merciless enemy, he glories in the 
scars he received in the field of battle. 

. « When Jesus wept over dead Lazarus ; see how he loved him, said 
tbe Jews. But when poor sinners think of our dear Lord's wounds^ . 
crucifixion, agonies and death, O whatinfinitely greater reason have 
.we to say. See how he loved usi see how he still loves us. Not* 
Sidthstandmg all our base, unloving behaviour to him, still, O soul- 
affecting truth I still, he appears before God, for us; hepresents^ 
liis once mangled body ; he pleads his once bleeding wounds in our 
behalf, as the atoning sacrifice for our sins, for our salvation. Thus 
glorified Jesus, now appears in the presence of God, for us; as our - 
dear Mediator,' loving Lord, and precious Saviour, our affectionate; 
advocate, and powerful intercessor. But saith the adversary, '' This 
is a cuhhii^ly devised fable." .What profit is this to me ? saith carnal 
reason, -backed with unbelief. But, the SjHrit of truth bears witneSs- 
to this ; first, in type and figure under the law ; and, now in reality 
and substance in the gospel. To this very end, that at any time^ 
when sin burdens the conscience; sorrow bows down the heart, 
jdoubts arise in the mind, and fears oppress the spirit, the poor sinner 
may, with confidence^, thus consider Jesus: look unto him; andcali 
upon bim : and. find this to be the food of his fisuth, and the suppoit 
of his soul: ^^for if God (Jesus) be roaus, who can be against usi"^ 
Rom. viti. SI. 

Lift up your eyes to tV heav'nly seat. Petitions now» and praise may rise^ 
IVhere our Redeemer stays ; And saints their offerings bring; ' 

Kind interoeasSr, thers hsshSy - Thejviest with hte own. aacrifice 
Andlovefi»aiidp)eads»aiidprajt. Presentt tkem-to.the Ki]^^». 
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And she shall bring forth a son, andthou shall call his noma, 
JESUS s for he shall save his people from their sins.... 
MaiL i. 21. 

t 

: . O PBEGious birthi {»*ecious son! precious name! The Holf 
Ghost brings consdiaticMi to the hearts of poor sinners, fron^ the 
belief of the manhood of Je sus» To this'end the comforter bears so 
pilttictdaar testimony by the word of the conception and birth of 
Christ. This is our happiness; at all times to consider the Saviour 
as^^^ Emanuel) God with us :" our brother: ^ flesh of our flesh and 
bone of our bone." As Elihu says of himself, ^ Behold I am, ac- 
cording^ to thy wish, in God's stead. Behold, my terror shall not 
fwdie thee afraid, neither shall my hand be heavy upon thee.".*.* 
Jfiibsxxiiiii 6, 7. Thus to conceive of Jesus, is a sweet mystery^ 
joytfnUy known to. believing hearts. 

. ^ The Holy Ghost brings joy to our souls, by the name of Jesus* 
TJhia name is above every name to us: it is ^^ as precious <nntment 
poured £:>rth':" it difiuseth the sweet odour of the Father's e¥erlastin|f 
lQ¥e, issuing in ^ our eternal salvation. In the. name of JsstJs thir 
iK^facle: gospel lies hid. The Spirit also comforts our hearts. By th« 
jRTQRK of Christ, he shall save. Here is not an if, a perhaps, or per* 
adventure ; but a positive declaration, what he absolutely shall dot 
He.dtLall save sinners.: from the curse of the law, by being made a 
cnrse for them : from the wrath of God due to them, by suffering ia 
thei^^stead: from the punishment their sins deserve, by the atone- 
ment of his precious blood : from th^ guilt of sin in their consciencet 
bftfae sprinkling of his blood through faith : from the love and power 
of; sin- in their hearts; by the grace of his Spirit, regenerating and 
renewing them in the spirit of their minds. So that they are a» per- 
fectly saved in Jesus from «in,. as though they had never fallen into 
vsu • And all this by Jesus : by no strength, power or ability of theirs. 
'.:. Who does- Jesus thus save? '^ His people:" all his pec^le, of 
dicry kindred, nation, tribe and tongue, even ^ all that the Father 
hsthr given him.".... John xvii. 9. Who are partakers, of this precious 
siWtttion? Every poor sinner who believes in Jesus. It is free for 
«4i<r«who come to him. All who do come to him, and trust in him* 
fittd he is their Jesus, their salvation. O believer, here is the nature, 
the^name, the work of thy precious Jesus to look to and live upon 
fiiim day to day. It is thy mercy that salvation is his work, and he 
telli finished it. It is thy comfort to believe. this. daily. It is' thy 
duty to give Jesus all the glory. The more light thou receivest fiftom 
the word of Jesus and the Spirit of truth, so much the more wilt thou 
see of thine own vile sinful nature, and abhor thyself. How long? 
even until thou receivest tjie end of thy faith, the salvation of thy 
soul, i Then wilt thou eternally glory only in the infiatte perfection 
of the saltotlon of Jesus. 
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it tsG'odwhkh tvorketh inyau both to will and to doy'qfhH 
g60 pleasure. . • .Phil, ii ^ 1 3 . 

It is the peculiar Messing of every new creature in Christ JesuSf 
to be ^ renewed in knowledge^'* As the soul adrances in the divine 
Itfe^ he raore clearly understands the heights and depths of the mys-^ 
teriesof God*s grace, by the word and Spirit of truth: so also he^ 
feels more and more of the workings of the mystery of iniquity within 
him* Therefore, he has done with talking of his own free will, andf 
works of righteousness havmg any share in obtaining grace* These 
notions are the weeds of nature* They spring from pride* Pride li 
interwoven with our very constitution and being* This opposes anil 
rebels against our own mercies, even the free-grace truths of ihd 
gospel* But it is the exercise c^ faith to submit to the righteousnesii 
of Jesus: to bow to the sovereignty of God's wilt, and to adore hi»^ 
Spirit who worketh in us to will and to do of hts own good {Measure* 
O disciple of Jesus, how art thou sweetly constrained to own this fit>inl 
the rich experience of the truth upon thy own soul ! What is th^ 
natural bent of thy free will, but to reject Jesus the Lord of life andl 
glory? Its language is, <^ I will not have this man to reign ovef 
me*" 1 have other and better lovers, and after them I will go* I 
4riLL enjoy the pleasures of sin^ I will love the world : I will tatft 
any full swing in the gay delights, the pleasing profits, and glorious 
kmors of it* I will be saved in my own way, for my own works : I 
will hot be indebted to be saved by grace wholly* Thus the natural 
TRSx-wiLL of man speaks plain, by its affections and actions, through 
the darkness of the understanding* Thy free mil ^as to destroy th)r<r' 
self: it was the will of the Lord to save thee in Christ Jesus^ 
Therefore in the day of his power, the Holy Spirit made thee willing 
to come to Jesus for life and salvation* With free choice, and cheei^' 
fill willingness, thou camest in faith, as a perishing Sinner to a pre* 
cious Saviour* Wilt thou any more ascribe any glory to thy willf 
wilt thou ever suffer thy power to share in the trebles of thy Lordf 
Nay, shall not free, sovereign, unmerited grace, have all the glory f 
Is not this the dally humble prayer of thy soul, ^^ Leave me not, GT 
Lord, to myself ; for without thee, O Jesu, I can do nothing***«nothini^ 
but sin against thee, and wound my own soul*" If thou truly dc^ 
lightest in the law of God after the inward man, it is the delight of 
thy soul *^ to do those things which are plea^g in his sight*" Ev^r 
put this soul*humbling, grace-exalting question to thy heart, '^WlmT 
made me to differ? what have I that I have not received?'* I have^ 
inthing in any self whereof to glory* I glory in him, who 8aith> f^l. 
will work, and who shall let it?"*..Jsa* xliii* 13«. >. 
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Weihat are in this tabernacle do groan^ being burdened..^ 
2Cor.y.4. 

It is a 9ore temptation, that saints of God in all i^es halFC fdlen 
wder> that, upon a survey of the outward ease, pleasure, and pros-* 
perity of the ungodly, ^^ they have called the proud happy ^....MaU 
vim 15«*«.and under a sense of their inward groaniags, buldena and 
sorrows, have Heen led to think, it is vain to serve God, and call in 
question his love to them and care for them* Such sentiments aa 
l^ese§ at times exercise their minds: ' I called by grace t Is my soul 
quickened and made alive to God? have I fled to Jesus for refuge? 
tm I a child of God by adoption, through the faith of Jesus? Surely 
it ciEaMM>t be* Was it so, should I be thus plagued all the day, and 
fh^ened every morning? should I groan thus under oppression 
from Satan, tribulation from the worM; and be thus burdened with 
tte lusts of the flesh, and the carnal workings of corrupt nature^ 
Surely if ever I hare known any thing of Jesus in spirit and power, it 
m all oome to an end: verily I have cleansed my heaK in vain, and 
ipraahed my hsoids in innocency to no ptti^x)8e*' Thus doth the subtle 
ferpent artfully steal into the mind, and borrows the tongue of saintSi> 
But this is very injurious to the soul, as we see in the experience ct 
^ Psaln^st, 7Sd Psalm* And it is highly resented by our 1oto|^ 
(lOrd and Saviour, as very dishonorable to him* See Mai* iii* 13* 
-. Saints' burdens are creature allotments ; believers groans are Jesus*^ 
concerns ; children's sorrows reach the Father's heart; they are tlio- 
lot of God'a peofde in every age* Propliets, apostles, martyrs, and 
QQn&89ors of Jesus, none exempt while in this tabernacle* Yea, thef • 
^fYldence the life of the soul: and also^ under the Spirit's influence, 
i|rprk for the profit of the soul* Hereby it is instructed in self-know* 
l^dg^ Bo as to bow to the sovereignty of God in humility and 
ifipeodwcc on Jesus* Prayer is excited, faith is called into exercisCf 
Qod's word is searched, promises are prized, exhortations beeome* 
|tea9iin$, carnal hopes are cut off*, worldly joys become irksome, 
Wth 14 less loved, and a sinful body groaned under, makes perfect 
(reedem in glory longed for* Q there is a blessed writ of ease and 
Vytst iaaued out from the court of heaven ! Soon it will be served 
^qpqn us*^ Then, down tabernacle: up soul to the presence of thy 
l^rd* Farewel groai^s* Welcome eternal triumphs* Here is a 
ifffpet portiim of comfort ; drink of the brook by the way, and lift up 
tlU l^ead; ^^ Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain - 
tbees he shall neversufier the righteous to be moved*^****Psalm lv*33. 

Kow let my Lord my Savioar imile, O why» my seat, why these comptaiats f 

And shew hit name upon my hearts StUl while he fiown* hit bowcU moves 

I wott'd forget my pains awhile. Still on his heart he bears his saints» 

And in the pleatare lose the tmart. AnA fscll thehr ^orrcnrt and hii hrre. ^ 
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T^e inrndnieiit of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in ikk 
sight of God of great price... A Pet. Hi. 4.. 

Godly parents are delighted at their very hearts, if they sec 
their dear children partakers of the grace of God* How joyful XxS 
bear those, who are part of one's self, enquire after Jesus attd h% 
4al?ation I Love and duty unite td constrain us to teach our little onA 
the knowledge of Jesus; to instruct them in the ways of the L6fd<i 
And if the spirit of grace is pleased to crown such endeavours witli 
success, infinitely more precious is the adorning of grace to their 
intmortal souls, than all the gaiety of dress to their perishing bodies* 
As we to ours, so doth the Lord rejoice pver all his dear ehildr^ 
jn Christ Jesus* He takes pleasure in their dress, which is the vdkflb 
t£ his Son's righteousness* Their ornaments, which are the gfMie^ 
<ii0f his Spirit, are i delighting to his eyes. "He makes them- all- 
glorious within :" he loves his own image, which he hath formed by fa» 
Spirit, ^^ in the hidden man of the heart." Both the inward grat^M 
iad the outward fruits are an ornament to them ; and are "of g^rfea^ 
price in the sight of their heavenly Father." By daily fellowship with 
onr God and Saviour, we get more and more ^^ conformed to h^ 
fikenesa." By close walking, constant communing, free conversifig 
Ifrith Jesus, love is maintained in the heai*t: and a meek and quiit 
spirit ever accompanies love. Where the former is wanting, the 
dcclinings of the latter are evident. As &ith works by love, so love 
s^ews itself by meekness of spirit and quietness of behaviour, llier^ 
4s a sweet harmony in the graces of the Spirits By faith the scral 
id)ides in Jesus, and receiveth out of his fulness* By love the heaft 
U comfortable* And as Peter and John said to the beggar, " Wtat 
we have received of the Lord, that we give unto you." So the chris^ 
tian dispenses out of his heart, love to his brethren, and is peac^bl^ 
and quiet to all mankind. -Love controuls the boisteroiiB passiobs 
of nature^ Love constrains to meekness of temper and quietiiesa^iT 
apirit» We sadly mistake, and are greatly deceived by oar ecnra;)^ . 
nature, carnal reason, and the subtilty of S&tan, when we act with 
liny other spirit, and attempt to find an excuse for it. Nay, b|it it lit 
unbecoming our character, a disgrace to our profession, a di«hoiM 
to our Saviour; it grieves the Spirit; is a badge of Satan's livery } >i 
fruit of the flesh, and is contrary to the Spirit. The wrath of mAj^ 
worketh not the righteousness vof God, peace of men, nop thte 
comSoTi of the^oul^ « Put on as the elect of God, meekness.^«.:«« 
Col. iii« 12« :..i. 

Bless'd arc the meek, who stand afar Bless'd are the men of peace fal Ifie, 
Fjrom rage and passion, noise and war ; Who quench the coals of growing strife, 
Go4 will secure their haj^y state. They shall be calPd the heirs of bliss; 
And plead theircaos^ against the great. The «6ns of God, the God of peaee* :« - 
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-#(p^ the Lord will not forsake his people for his great 
name^s sake : Because it hath pleased the Lord to make 
^ jfou his people....! Sam. xii. 22. 

^ -The prophet. Samuel) like the apostle Paul, ^'shunned not to 
i^eclare all the counsel of God«"«... Acts xx. 27. They feared no licen- 
jtiiioaft conseiquQnces from preachmg the fiedth-establishingy soul-com- 
. jofting truth of God's unchangeable love to his people. Yet Samuel 
fSKXHirages the people to cleave close unto the Lordy and not turn 
-•aide firom following him ; assuring them, if they walked contrary 
lo the Lord) though he would never change in his love, or cast off 
j«ff people, '^whom he did fore-know/' yet he would change in his 
/jKipduct u^i dealings towards them. ^God will surely visit their 
^nnsgression with a rod, and their iniquity with stripes ; neverthe* 
leas, hi^ loving-kindness he will not utterly take away, nor suffer his 
Aithfiilnets to M."....Psalm Ixxxix. 32, 33. Like a tender and 
■ifSectioiMte parent- to a disobedient child, his love is ever the same 
'Whta .he corrects, as whei^ he dandles on the knee. It is of the 
-laoid's good pleasure only, that he chu^s and makes a people for 
•t»B glory* He calls them to himself by sovereign grace. The honor 
of his name, and the perfection of his attributes, are engaged for 
itim^T safety and salvation. 

-. . The Udth of a christian, how firm its foundation ! It builds on the 
fO€k of ages, the eternal truth of an unchanging God of love. His 
^ 1m^ is an anchor to the soul, both sure and stedfast, which is 
•filtered within the veil, whither the forerunner for us is entered, 
!tv«a Je8uiu"...«Heb. vi. 19, 20. How then should our love be in- 
flamed, and bum with incessant ardor to our ever-loving Lord and 
Sftviour? Hath it pleased the Lord to put me among his children? 
taiBake me one of his people? It was free, unmerited love. Hath 
4he Uessed Spirit enriched my heart,* with faith in precious Jesus? 
luith he in his word, over and over assured us, that ^^ he will never 
kuve nor forsake, but ^hom he loves he loves to the end?" Why is 
'ill. this? Even because it pleased the Lord: ^^so it seemed good in 
Ilia sight." And have I sinned ? Heart-wounding thought 1 sinned 
flgaiast his love? am I backsliden in affection? grown cold and in- 
idifferent to the kindest and best of beings ? shameful ingratitude ! Is 
^he love of God in Christ Je^us, the source of all present grace, the 
security of foture glory? Verily it should sink poor sinners to the 
Jiyweat humility ; affect with the deepest self-abasement and sorrow 
for sin; yet excite godly hope and rejoicing in Christ Jesus; and 
influence to the most cheerful diligence of serving a God of love, 
** without fear, in holiness a;nd righteousness before him, all the 
days of our life." " This is the love of God, that we keep his com- 
mandipents*".... 1 John v. 3. 
Vol. I. Y 



189 JUNE 184 

Because in him there is found same good thing to^tatii 
the Ijord God of Israel, in the house of Jeroboam.... 
1 Kings XIV. 13. 

Such was the testimony which the Lord gave by his prophet ai 
young Abijah, the son of wicked Jeroboam. The father Mras brand' 
ed, even to a proverb, for his abominable wickedness* Behold) the 
son is recorded by the Lord fof his goodness : singled out from th€ 
whole house of his father, to be blessed of his God, and to com^icf 
his grave in peace. 

Children of grace often spring from the loins of ungodly parents* 
The offspring of godly parents, often appear graceless* Grace is 
not hereditary* Grace is the sovereign gift of God* Parents maf 
and ought to gpive good instructions, but God only makes them sue* 
cessful* Some good thing would not have been found in young 
Abijah, if the Lord had not put it there. It was of the will of th^ 
Lord, or because the Lord was his father, as his name Abijah sig*^ 
fiiiies* God's covenant children, though by nature children of 
wrath, and though in their ^^ flesh dwells &o good thing;*' yety 
through the grace of the Holy Spirit, ^^ they are created anew in 
Christ Jesus, in righteousness and true holiness, unto good works:** 
and after the inward man, ^' they delight in the law of God/' Som< 
good thing is found in them,' which manifests itso^lf in love, fear and 
obedience to the Lord their God. The graces of the Holy Spir^ 
in the hearts of believers, and the fruits of the Spirit in their lives, 
are evidences in time, of God's covenant to them in Christ JesHt 
before time. God views the work of his new creaticm in the sou) 
with delight; pronounces it good, and to his own gloiy records the 
graces of his people* What comes from God leads to him. 

Thus we see ^^ some good thing" found in the heart of Abijah^ 
manifesting itself in the wicked house of Jeroboam, to the glory of 
Jehovah the God of Israel. O how highly honored are some who 
are converted to God's glory and service in the morning of youth 1 
while the sun of righteousness doth not arise upon others, till tha 
sun of nature is near setting* Hath distinguishing grace made us to 
differ, as well from our former selves^ as from others? It is all from 
the love of the Father through Jesus Christ, by the power of tho 
Spirit. We have nothing whereof to glory in ourselves, nor ovet 
otiiers ; it is our duty to confess it with our .lips, and manifest it xa 
our lives. May it encourage .us daily to walk in &iith and love* 
^ The just shall live by £Bdth."*.*.Heb. x* ?8. 
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%et fk) mM beguile yoii of your retodrd....CoL ii. 18. 

There is a present reward of grace enjoyed in the hearts of 
the fidthfuly which consists in pardon of sin, peace of conscience, 
ind jof in the Holy Gho^t. These are the rewards of Jesus' toils 
iBd sufferings for ud. Since an artful and subtle serpent hath gained 
access to the human h^rty we can never be warned too much to 
beware of lAen* Satan deceived man at the beginning by means of 
pfKrt of himself* He still beguiles men by man. Though the adver* 
sary cannot pluck one of Christ's sheep out of his hands, nor rob the 
kmng Savioui* ef one of the precious jewels of his mediatorial crown^ 
still we are to consider him as a restless, implacable foe, who will 
Hrive by all means to perplex and distress our souls. Has Jehovah 
JetUB appeared to us in the vision of faith? Hath he spoke to oui 
trelnbling hearts in his word and by his Spirit, as he did to tht 
bther df the ftdthful ? ^' Fear not, I am thy shield, and thy exceeding 
grtfat reward4*'....Gen. xv. 1. Like the racers in the Olympic 
^kunes, we must expect &lse judges, corrupted umpires, who wiH 
jtldge agiiiiist us; determine the prize contrary to our fidth and hope 
fn free-grace proiAises and sovereign determinations. 

They will judge against the truth and glory of our prize, as though 
We were not complete in Christ Jesus ; as though we were not wito 
by his wisdom; righteous by his righteousness ; holy by his holiness ; 
perfi^ctiy redeemed from all sin, curse and wrath, by his complete 
redemption ; but that sonlewhat is to be found and trusted to in 
hature and self, to entitle us to God's grace, and secure to us a 
crown of glory. Blessed admonition! '^Let no man beguile you," 
judge against you, ye-free bom, heaven-bom souls, conceming th^ 
perfect freeness, and infinite fulness of your prize, your reward^ 
Jemis* )Fot by this they would weaken your faith, disturb your 
ptttcci and oppose your comfort* So they would beguile you to nm 
Uncertainly ; as though youi^ hope^ were suspended on your own 
fidthfulness to g)*ace, your fulfilling terms and conditions, whereby 
d» secure the prize* Ever reject such selfish, mercenary, base, 
impounding notions with detestation ; as contrary to covenant love 
iiid gospel grace ; dishonoring to our precious Saviour, and g^eving 
ib the holy, sovereign Spirit, who bears witness, that ^< there is a 
femnsmt according to the election of grace ;" that the prize is ad-» 
judged to them " by grace, not of works ; otherwise grace is no 
more gprace : but if it be of works, then it is no more of grace ; other* 
wise work is no more work* "••••Rom* xi« 5, 6* 

Firm as the earth thy g^ospel stands, His honor is engag'd to save 

My Lord, my hope» my trust ( The meanest of his sheep ; 

If I am found in Jesus' hands, AU that his heav'nly Father g^ve, 

Ify soul can ne'er be lost* His haiodft tecarely keep. 



1^ JUNE 20. 

Vetibf thoU art a God that hidest thyself^ O God of tsraH 
the Saviour.... Isa.xU. IS. 

Mourning under a sense of sin, and complaining of inbred 
corruptions, are consistent with faith in Jesus,, and rejoicing in his 
salvation. Sorrowing under the painful sense of an absent God, hats 
been the experience of saints in all s^es; few, if any, have been 
exempt from it. And this is an evidence that they have felt his coitf- 
forting presence, enjoyed the smiles of his love, and rejoiced in the 
light of hi^ countenance. ' So the life and love of the soul is mani- 
fested. A christian is known by his sorrows, as well as joys. He 
sorrows after a godly sort. 

But why should a God of love hide himself from his dear childrenf 
We may say, he is a sovereign, and answer in the words of Elihu#.«. 
Job xxxiii. 1 3....^^ He g^veth not account of any of his matters." < But 
it is most sweet to say with David, ^ Continually let the Lord be 
magnified, who hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servants."*.*. 
Psalm XXXV. 37. Therefore when God hides himself from the souls 
of his believing children, ft is in love, wisdom, and faithfulness to 
them : it is to advance his own glory, and to further the prosperlt^r 
of their souls. But he never leaves himself without a witness in 
their hearts, for we see the church addresses him though he hideth 
himself....sweetly applies to him as Jesus the only SAvtotiR, and 
utters her complaint before him, ^^ Thou hidest thyself," and I am 
troubled. So the withdrawing of the com^fbrting warmth of the sun, 
makes vegetable nature droop and languish, and it mourns in silent 
sadness. -But the root is still alive, and it will, when the sim retamsy 
bring forth its fruit in due season. Backward springs^ often produce 
the most plentiful harvest. So the Lord teaches his sovereignty^ 
roots the soul in humility, prevents the growth of spiritual priidey 
reproves a careless walk, chides for worldly-mindedness, cames 
great searchings of heart, embitters sin, excites to holy mourning, 
calls forth earnest longings, restless seekings, and fervent prayings. 
*' Saw ye him whom my soul loveth?" will be the restless enquiry of 
ft loving, deserted heart. I cannot live without him: his preftence«is 
heaven ; his absence is hell. Soul, ever beware of lending thine «ar 
tor a moment to any base suggestion, contrary to this sweet declara- 
tion of an unchanging God of truth and love : ^^ In a little wrath I 
hid my face from thee for a moment, but with everlasting kindm^s 
will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord, thy Redeemer.".., 
liv. 8. 

* How boundless is our Father's grace, What tho* I mourn an hiding Cbd» 

• In hei3;ht and depth and length : His faithfulness I trust* 

* He made his son our righteousnetSi His word, his bve, «an never fail t 

* His Spirit it oar 4tttngik.' The Lewd 1 serve.;Mi>)t»t. . IC 
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K^rf is no respecter of persons : But in every nation he that 
. /eareth God and worketh righteousness ^ is accepted with 
i ,Jiim....Acts X. 34, 35. 

i: It is a common, artful device of the adversary to iiisinuatei 
^jont part of scripture opposes and contradicts another.'* Hereby he 
skns to distress the minds, weaken the confidence of disciples^ and 
to render the doctrines of grace of no esteem. The unlearned and 
-tmstable in the truths of free grace salvation, ^^ wrest this, as they 
4o also other texts of scripture, to their own destruction." It was 
ftrthest fi*om St. Peter to make this declaration, to subvert the fun* 
damental truths of the gospel, and the one only way of salvation taught 
hj himself; namely, by ^' election, according to the fore«knowledge 
.of God the Father, through the sanctification of the Spirit unto obedi* 
ieiice, and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. "••••1 Pet. i. 2. 
" But he now perceived of a truth that this blessing came equally 
.alike upon Gentiles as well as Jews* ^' God is no respecter of per* 
4ion8." This is a most comfortable truth to the vilest of the human 
lace. There is nothing that claims respect in the person of one man 
^bove another in the sight of God. ^' All are alike corrupt and 
become abominable* There is naturally no fear of God before our 
tyies* There is ncme that doth good,; no not one." There is no 
^difference. Jew and Gentile, publican and pharisee^ outwardly 
.*!ilevout, and openly prophane, are all upon a level in point of justi- 
fication before God*. Enlightened souls see and own this in deep 
'immility, and self-abasement : while proud pharisees challenge and 
tVlaim respect from God^ because they think their persons and cha* 
-facters are more amiable in his sight than others* 
4.1' =Butsaith Moses, ^^ The Lord your God is a mighty and terrible 
.€kid, who regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward. "....Deut. x* 17* 
'What reward can poor sinners give to procure God's regard, bribe 
>;Ih8: justice, or avert his wrath ? Do they naturally fear God and work 
"lighfeeousness in order to this? Lay thine hand upon, thine heart, 
^O soui;^ judge «s in the sight of God* Say, was this thy natural 
:4Qimduet and practice towards him? God knoweth, to hate him and 
"woiic -wickedness is the natural state and practice of thee and of all 
'Men* But yet he that feareth God and worketh righteousness, be 
« ht who or what he will, is accepted with God* For this is a full 
-^prbof of being ^^ accepted in the beloved Jesus." The Lord puts his 
4^aT in one's heart according to covenant promise.*.*Jer* xxxii. 40* 
He renews us in righteousness and true holiness. Hence our practice 
is agreeable to our state. Prayers and alms come up before the 
Lord as a memorial of what he has done on the heart* And ^^the 
aame Lord ever f^U, is rich in mercy to all that call upon him* 
-Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord». shall be saved* 
Rom. X. 12, 13. 
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Which is not another fgps/)elj, bui there he some th&t 
. trouble you and would pervert the gospel of Christ..^ 
Gal. i. 7. 

^ Tr ou B L K i^s indeed \ it is our wisdom to hear preaching with aA 
attentive miitd^. an humble heart, and a godly jealousy over what itf 
spoken. The sweet sound of the gospel is joy to the heart, and at 
marrow and fatness to the soul; &r it proclaims notliing but good 
news or glad tidings* This is its name: its nature and properties 
perfectly agree therewith. Hence it is called....Acts xx. 24.«..The 
gospel of the grace of God; or good news of his free favor. And 
Ephes. i. 13.*..^^ The gospel of salvation; or glad tiding^ of salvation 
by Christ only.'' It was the wisdom of Adam to distinguish and give 
a proper name to every creature of God. Every christian should- 
imitate him in knowledge, to distinguish the law from the gospel, and- 
fo call each by its proper name* For wheathe law of worths and gos^ 
pel of grace are blended together, it puzzles the mind and disturbs the 
•conscience. We may say of the gospel, as Tertullus said of Cscsary 
^ By thee we enjoy great quietneis«"....Acts xxiv. 2^ For by it the 
mind and conscienqe of the believer is filled with peace and comfort*. 
From hence springs his love to God, and holy conformity to his will*^ 
• But preaching terms and conditions to be performed by us, in order 
tp entitle to gospel grace, hath a native tendency to distress the mindf . 
*wea)^en faith, damp love, deject hope, and of consequence make the; 
Miever leis< zealous of g^ood works. Yet, through blindness and) 
ignorance, some call this gospel; but Paul denies it: he says, ^^ It* 
is not another," he won't mention gospel. . It deserves not the namef: 
it is a mere system of man^s devising. O but if there is great talk 
of the interest of morality, and a specious pretence to holiness, this* 
makes, a great shew in the flesh, so as to trouble some, and deceive * 
iKiany. Bi;it such ^'pervert tiie gospel of Christ; the everlasting* 
gospel." For that proclaims eternal election, everlasting love, an 
established covenant of ^race ; brings everlasting consolations to the 
soul, by an everlasting righteousness through faith : and sure and 
certain salvation to every believer.^ The gospel, like some stately . 
ship, is richly laden with the most munificent blessings of the patri- 
mony of our Father ; the last will and testament of our precious 
Saviour, freely consigned under the testimony fd the Spirit, to us , 
.poor, lost, perishing sinners. O believer! study the immense value 
And riches oi the gospel : be on thy guard, lest any deprive thy min4 
-of its freeness and fulness* Gospel-pervertersare conscience-troubr .- 
4ers. Listen not to their specious guiles, lest thy mind be perplexed*^ ^ 
rGlpry to our God, here is our mercy ; though false teachers shall \ 
4rise, though they may trouble, yet ^*it is impossiUe, saith our : 
•Saviour, thal.they should jdeceive the electjof^God*"«M«Matt. xxiv.34» ' 
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Jid the counsel of peace shall be between them both... 
. Zech. vi, 13. 

With what rapture and ccstacy of soul the good old patriarch 
Israel heard of his son Joseph \ Not only alive, but also governor of 
the land of £g3rpt* '^ It is £kough,'* said fae* As thoagh he could 
tBjoy no more* How then ought the hearts of poor sinners to be 
filled with joy, and fired with transport to hear that their friend and 
Vzother, Jesus, Jives for evermore ; that '^ the government is upoti 
his shoulders:'* that he is their King and their Priest upon hk^ 
ffarone : that the counsel of peace is established, fixed and unalterably 
established, between the Father and him on their account ! Surelyv 
if we believe this, as verily as Jacob believed the report conceming 
his son, we shall also cry out with him, \j is enough, perfectly^ 
Sufficient. More joyful news cannot be heard. More comfortable 
truth cannot be believed. Fuller evidence cannot be desired.' 
Strong^er proofs cannot be given than is revealed of the covenant-^ 
Iransactions of the adorable trinity, in behalf of sinners of mankind." 
~ Here is the Lord of hosts, and the mai«, the blessed man, who 
b called the branch. And see we not the third person in the divinef 
essence? For the establishing of faith, be it ever rememberedy^ 
th«mgh the Father and the Son only are ofben mentioned in scrip- 
ture; yet the Lord the Spirit in his office is evidently to be seen and" 
dearly to be known. For whatever is covenanted and agreed between 
God the Father and Son, is manifested and revealed and enjoyed in' 
the heart by the holy Spint* -We had never heard of this blessed' 
peace, had it not been by the Holy Ghost through the word of truth* 
Therefore it is " the Spirit that bears witness, because the Spirit ia 
troth."**.. 1 John v. 6. Ever bear this in thy mind, disciple. As 
thou hadst not known si|i, but by the law : so thou couldit hot haver 
any knowledge of peace and patdon, but by the gospel through thef 
Spirit. He is the revealer, sealer and applier of all grace, peace,' 
love and holiness. ^ The love of the Father is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto us." " He shall testify of me,'* 
aaith Jesus: all my members shall be taught of hith: '^ He shall 
glorify me.'%...John xvi. 14. Here b a peace established between 
heaven -and earth : between the righteous Lord and sinful mani £tm 
as a rock, durable as the ages of eternity. j^ . 

God the Father is the author of this peace. Jesus hatbobttuned 
tl^ peace by the blood of his cixms. Rebels and traitors agaiti^ God) 
iire made the subjects of this peace. The Spirit begets &ith in the 
hetfU -He applies the peace of God which passeth all understancttng 
to the soul through the faith of JeSus. And though all in nature, 
sin^ satan, and the world are at war with us; still this is ouz^^^ry,; 
^ Jesus is our peace*"o«.Eph« ii* 14» 



188 JUNE Si. 

In the viullilude of 'my thoughts zviihhi me, thy comnfortSt 
delight 7ny soul.... Psalm xciv. 19. 

Vain thoughts and carnal reasonings, like impertinent visitors, 
often intrude upon the christian's mind* In this depraved state it 
cannot be otherwise* Thoug^h bom again of the Spirit, and our-, 
minds renewed by grace ; still our old friends, our present foes^ thci 
world, the flesh, and the devil, will iiiniish us with various exercises^ 
from troublesome thoughts* That they do cause grief, are praye4 
against, and resisted, is a blessed evidence of a regenerate soul; 
which is also fed, delighted, and comforted with the spiritual trutluL 
of God's gracious word. 

There are frequent seasons when God^s dear children are exercised 
vith distressing, gloomy thoughts* Afflictions are painful and 
grievous to the flesh ; tl^en how naturally do these murmuring an4. 
repining thoughtsarise ? '^ Are these the tokens of God's love ? how 
can I who am thus visited with such sorrow, pain, and trouble, think 
the Lord loves me with the love of a tender father, or that I am his 
child?" The sight of our vile polluted nature, corrupt lusts, sinful 
passions and affections, sink and discourage our spirits* A multir 
tude of thoughts arise within; how can I have faith in Jesus, love to. 
him, and delight in his ways, while I find so much in me contrary 
to his will, and unconformed to his imaged If the Lord hides away 
his face, and withdraws the comforting sense of his presence, then, 
these dejecting thoughts beset us: God is acting in wrath against. 
iis***.his mercy is clean gone for ever* And with the church we are 
«pt to think, ^^ The Lord hath forsaken me : my Lord hath forgotten. 
me*"****Isa* xlix* 14* 

This is all very natural* But what says the voice of grace ? Most 
cheering, most delighting to the harassed mind* '^ Many are the 
troubles of the righteous, but the Lord delivers out of them all:". 
" As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten.*'..*.Rev. iii* 19. " CaR 
a woman forget a sucking child, that she should not have compassion, 
on the son of hei*Vomb? Yea, she may forget ; but I will not forget;^ 
thee*"....Isa* xlix. 15. ^' This man (Jesus) receiveth sinners. "...• 
Luke XV. 2. ** His blood cleanseth fron^ all sin."*..*l John i* 7. 

God's immutable love, unchangeable covenant, eternal truth, sacre4. 
word, precious promises, and solemn oath, all stand engaged for.tbe 
safety and salvation of souls redeemed by Jesus: who saith,/^He: 
that believeth on me shall never perish."**.*John iii. 15. Shall any 
or all the powers of earth and liell make Jesus, the God of truth, ^ 
liar? The bible is the christian's charter. It is our wisdom to study; 
that, and to judge of God's love from his Word and promises, not by. 
our circumstances, trials, frames and feelings: For, 

Whatever thoufound'st him at the best, Christ retu forever in hit love. 
He's at the worst the same He never lost bis fame. 
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fFhen my soul fainted within me, /remembered the Lardi 
and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple. . . . 
. Jonah ii. 7. . 

* Ih tKe prophet Jonah's conduct we have a true picture of human 
nirtorey in its strong opposition to the power and grace of God* 
Though Jesus clothes his saints with righteousness, and the Spirit 
attnctifies and renews them in the spirit of their minds; yet pride, 
obitinacy, and self-will still dwell in their corrupt, fallen nature*' 
The Spirit of truth and wisdom, hath discovered the vile sins of his 
eminent prophets and faithfbl people, as well as their holy graces. 
This proves as a touch-stone to us, to try whether we have received 
the true grace of God in our hearts. A regenerate soul will never 
^w any encouragement to indulge himself in sin and rebellion* 
against God, because he reads of David's complicated sins of murder* 
and adultery ; of Jonah's fleeing from, and provoking behaviour to 
God; or of Peter's sad denial of Jesus with abominable oaths and* 
curses. If scripture truths proves as poison; it is only to reprobate 
minds. They are ever wholesome food to sanctified hearts. Such 
behold in the fall of the saints of old, the evils to which themselves 
are ever liable. If they are kept, they are humble; and give the 
desir Saviour all the glory. If they are fallen low, they remember 
the Lord. <^ I remembered the Lord," says Jonah. Grace creates 
a good heart-memory, where there is a bad head-memory. The 
soul can never forget the X.ord Christ. It calls to mind the Lord's 
love, and how he dealt with his people of old. They see his loving 
kindness, faithfulness and truth, never feiled them. 

Hence the Holy Spirit stirs up and encourages poor, broken hearted, 
bael^iding souls to trust in a God of covenant love. A sense of 
pdn brings the body into a weak, fainting st^te. So a sense of sin, 
fbar iA God's wrath, the hidings of his face in Christ Jesus, makes 
die soul faint and langmd. fiut in the lowest ebb of hope, and under 
tlie weakest frames of soul, the sanctified memory, though it bears 
a'fiiithfol record of past sins, yet it is also a precious repository of 
God's free-grace truths, and most precious promises in Christ Jesus.' 
His huxnan nature is the temple, in which God and man meet; to 
which siniiers look ; and through which grace is bestowed. Hence 
the poor soul is excited to mourn under the displeasure of an offended 
AUher^ and yet to cry to him in hope agaii>st hope ; to pray to him 
in ftdth, though it has not one encouraging symptom in nature and 
self: but looking for all in Jesus. O most blessed words from the 
Father' to humble believing souls; ^* I will remember their sins no 
iAoi%«*'*— Jer. xxxi. 34. 

Vol. L Z 
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4nd ttmy little children^ abide in him; (hat xohen heshbtl 
appear i we may hdvt cchtfidence^ and not be ashamed 
before him at his coming... A John ii. 28. 

< A BURNT child dreads the fire :• «o a soul who has fiillcti into 
anjF snare of the enemy, when rescued hj grace, fears the same evil 
Qnd wisely cautions his brethren against it. I fell, do you bewares 
$o it was even with the beloved disciple John. He (fid not abide bf 
Jesus in the day of trial ; but, with the rest of his disciples, Ibrsobk 
him and fled. But who can tell the«orrow of his heart? who can 
paint the distress of his mind and the shame of his fece, when JesCis 
appeared to them, and John said, " It is the Lord?"... John xid# T. " 
And is Jesus gone but for a season ? will he assuredly come agtthi 
i^d take all his little children home ? and do we expect his appeal*' 
ance? do we believe we shall shortly see him in the g^ory of hte 
Father and of his holy angels? What constancy and courage should 
Uiis inspire us with ! how ought chrisdan soldiers to abide in ' JesHs 
the captain of their salvation; abide in a steady profession of hh 
name; in a firm reliance upon his death and atonement; in a eon* 
fident hope of beingf righteous in him ; ♦* accepted in him the beloved^' 
in an uninterrupted obedience to his will, and an earnest endeavour to 
fi^llow his example ! and above all, to abide in child-like dependence 
upon him, loving to be near him, conversing freely with him, pouf> 
ing out our hearts before him, simply telling him of our weakness 
and dangersj our troubles and sorrows, and praying him to keep' us 
from falling. This is sweet and pleasatit, thus always to aUde il 
the faith of our Lord. The more we thus delig^ ourselves in the 
Lord, the more we grow dead to all things beside him. But, adu), 
be assured that conforming to a vain world, complying with its rinM'- 
customs, gratifying the lust of the fleshy the lust of the eye, and 
the pride of life ; as this is not abiding in the teachings of Jesus^ it 
will weaken thy confidence in him, and bring shaine upon thj to«il 
before him. Thou findest it so even now, when thou dost a^iproaek 
unto his throne of grace. How often, from thy foolish forsaking 
thy master and his ways, have thy hands been made to hang dowiir 
thy knees feeble, thy heart fidnti O how hath hxAy boidness in Jeaua 
forsaken thee, and shame and doubts and fears overspread thee! O 
then if thou hast any regard for the glory of thy Lord, any ocfafxtik- 
for thy present peace and joy, study and pray to Ike and walk so ms 
to enjoy the presence of thy Saviour. 

I cannot be^r thy absence. Lord i I was not born for esirth oc sin» 
My life expires if thou depart \ Nor can I live on things so vile ; 

Be thou, my heart, still near mj God, Yet will I stay my Father^s time. 
And thou, my God» be near my heart.; And hope and wait for heav'i^awliiUr 



JUNE 27* 191 

idnd skdU ml God avenge his awn elect, which cry day and 
^ .night to him, though he bear long with them?., ..Luke 
xviii. 7. . 

. . This question implies the strongest assertion* Thus our Lord 
fMjndttdes a parable he had delivered to this end^ ^< that men ought 
always to pray and not to faint." Our Saviour well knew how ready 
bia disciples' hands are to hang down and their hearts to grow languid 
ttd Aint) so as to be remiss in this duty. Therefore his loving 
iMart would stir up apd encourage them to a constant perseverance 
in ptayer ; assuring them that God's ears are ever open to their cryV 
and his oomipotent arm would most certainly avenge the enemies of 
jhu own elect) and surely deliver them from all their troubles. Hath 
She Lord loved his people with an everlasting love? hath he chosen 
jAem in Christ Jesus from before the foundation of the world? hatfr 
te given them the precious faith of his own elect, and the cry of his 
duldren^ Abba, Father? and shall an unjust judge deliver one whom 
lie cares not for, and the just and holy Lord leave any of his beloved 
li|;tle ones to the power of any adversary ? O) believer, never indulge 
such an hard thought of thy heavenly Father! Doth un malu thee 
cry? satan cause thee to call? the world excite thee to complain? 
JUessed be God lor a throne of grace to go to, and an all-powerfiil 
Ung to protect and conquer for us. Duty is thine ; be cai*eful not 
l0.neglect it* DeHyerance is the Lord's ; be assured in his awn 
lime, way and manner, thou shalt receive it. Remember, one mo- 
ment before thy Lord's time would not be thy meray. 
r.'Thy prayers, however frequent or fervent, do not influence the 
,Lord to elect and chuse thee to salvation. No ; but the cry of a 
iieart believing in Jesus is an evidence of election. Therefore thou 
<art in Christ always acceptable to God; so are thy prayers through 
him: ^The prayer of the upright is his delight."....l'rov. xv» 9. 
Though thy comfort may be often damped through the coldness and 
deadness of thy prayers ; yet art thou to persevere conscientiously^ 
in thy duty. Why ? To profess thy subjection to the Lord: <' He is 
1^ Lord, worship thou him»"'....Psalm xlvii. 1 U Therefore prefer 
A cold prayer before none at all. Better to bring words that want a 
aK>uH than neglect to bring our bodies which have souls in them: 
4* Take with you words."....Hos. xiv. S....and say, if you cannot 
4ake tJie spirit and pray» This is the oi^y foundation of hope of 
being heard, notour frames in duty; but the- prevalency of Christ's 
intercession for us before the throne, and the faithful promises of 
God in him by the word and Spirit of truth. " Continue in prayer."- 
Col. iv* 2f 
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Strait is the gate ^ and narroio is the way which leadeihwUf 
life; andfeiv there be that Jind it. ...Matt. vii. 14. 

So Jesus taught* But teachers in crery age have taught a 
iHx^d way and wide gate. The greatest part of professors have^ 
readily received their doctrine* , This is a melancholy trdth. Thes'Cv 
fore Jesus adds, .^ Beware of false prophets." It is the sde pmto^ 
gative of the king of saints to open a gate and make a way to his? 
own kingdom. Glory to our God, who in sovereign grace and 
everlasting love hath done this. The gospel prodsdmsy febs 
welcome: come who will: enter freely, without movst 
AND WITHOUT price. Jesus is the strut gate of God's knre, the 
cmly gate of righteousness: by him we enter with access to G«d» 
stiand perfectly ju^ified and graciously accepted before him* Jesua 
is the narrow way. By the blood of his cross he hath made peace* 
^atoned for the sins of transgressors by one offering. - Hence calbd- 
strait and narrow, because the only way to life is by one man, ^ne 
i:ighteousness, one atonement. Thus it is a gate of love: a way- 
of grace. Too strait a gate for blind men to see : too narrow a way 
for proud, natural men to submit to. walk in. Hence ^^ few there 
be that find it." But it b very awfiil to think of, whoever takes any 
other way or aims to enter by any other gate, goeth in the broad 
road to everlasting destruction. His boldness and confidence is; n» 
proof that he is right ; but a melancholy sign that he is blind andT 
.deceived*. For ^^ the wjiy of a fool is right in his own eyes."**.«Proir«' 
xii. 15* And ^^ there is a way which seemeth rig^t unto a man;' 
but the end thereof are the ways of death* "•***Prov* xiv* 12* But 
whoever enters the kingdom by Jesus, feeds in the pastures of gcaect^ 
truth and Jove; he drinks of the river of consolation, and shall be 
nourished up to eternal Hfe* Like a person who takes up his resi^ 
dence for life, in a more delightful kingdom than he was bom in i 
so the believer is conformed to the laws, speaks the language, of the 
•New-Jerusalem, and '\ hates the garment spotted with the flesh.'* 
Thus the Holy Spirit leads the blind by the way they knew not, 
even the right way to peace, love, lic^iness, happiness, eternal life 
and salvation* Thus to a ^^ little flock it is the Father's good-pleasure 
to give the kingdom." By his word he directs them: by his Spirit 
he guides them: by his love he comforts them: by afiiictions he 
profits thein: by conviction of sin he humbles them: by the pros^ 
pects of hope he animates them. All this is to make, them mtSu 
steadily in Christ, who is the way. ' r 

Christ is the sure foundation ttone» Chosen of God, to sinners dear. 
Which God in Zion lays. And sainu adore th« name %— * ■ ' 

To build our heav'nlj hopes upem They trust their whole salvation hci^ 
And his etemsd praise. Not shall they suffer shame. 
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TK^" Lord is in his holy temple: Let alt the earth keep 
. silence before him...Mab. ii. 20. 

r - 'What God's people of old \rere farored with in type tnd 
ifgure, vrt now enjoy in reality and substance. The temple of old 
waiL an eminent type of the body of Jesus. In it Jeho^rah made his 
presence knovm. Here troubled consciences sought relief. The 
mercy-seat was set up for poor sinners to approach to. Here Jeho* 
vmh was consulted. From hence he spoke in g^ace and love to his 
people^ and silenced every guilty feai'^ Thus God was in his hol]r 
temple: thus God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself. 
Was this ministration* glorious in the eyes of spiritual worshippers I 
How doth ours exceed in glory I The fulness of the godhead dwelt 
bodily in Jesus. This is the temple in which God delights to dwell. 
Hence grace is dispensed^ peace' communicated^ mercy bestowed, 
life and salvation freely given. 

• Here, christian, believe and adore ; behold and wonder ; look and 
isdmire ; admire and love 1 Jesus is the Lord thy God, worship thou 
lum..i.Hear the gracious words that are spoken from this living tem- 
ple. Keep silevce, at the last and most joyful words Jesus spoke. 
It IS finished: my Father's work is done, my dear member's 
ialvatioa is completed. Hear this with joy, meditate on it with love, 
kt the voice of pride and self-righteousness be exaltedno more, hear 
fte vowtoi Jesus only. So shall words of legal terror and wrath be 
ttlenced: conscience shall be at peace: the murmuring cry, and the 
l^istRtl desires of the flesh shall cease. Thus attend the voice of 
Jesus. Silence every carnal cavil: every lofty word and proud 
Um^ination, which exalt themselves against him. 

' Doth the Lord thus speak in and from his temple to his children? 
Yea -more, he dwells in them. Each sanctified member of Jesus it 
also called his holy temple....! Cor. iii. 17. What exalted honor 
tt« believers called to ! ^' Your bodies are the temples of the Holy 
Ghost !*'....chap. vi. 1 9. Most powerful motive to holiness ! fie atten« 
tive to the voice of Jesus within. The temple of thy heart is the 
Aipne of his residence. Here he speaketh comfort to the troubled 
conscience: like as Jesus spoke to the tempestuous sea, ^< Peace, 
biD'^ll." And as he called to his affrighted disciples, *^ It is I, be 
B6t afraid :" so to the listening soul, who saith, *^ I will watch to hear 
what he will say''....to every waiting heart at his feet, Jesus will 
Ipcak -silence to the clamours of the law, the commotions of sin, and 
the accusations of satan. 

[hand. 
Send comforts down from thy right And in thy temple let us see 

Wbile w€ pass thro' this barren land. A glimpse of love, a glimpse of thee. 
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He will guieU you into aU truth..,John xvi. 13. 



.» 



Our Lord here g^ves his disdples a farther exhHidtion of the 
covenant of grace, and a fuller display of the grace of the covenant* 
Here is a full proof of the personality of the Holy Spirit^ and also of 
his sovereignty in his operations and influences upon his members^. 
Christ did not tell his apostles, as some ignorantly talk, . ^^ If ye will 
but be yielding and tractable, and suffer my Spirit to lead yo^, ye 
shall enjoy his kind assistance*" No: this were to degrade the glorj 
of this divine agent, to exalt. the pride of the creature, and render 
the gracious guidance of the .Spirit dependent upon the will of the 
flesh* As though instead of being the cause of life, he was to be 
only a mere auxiliary to aid and. assist man's pious motions and gob^ 
dispositions* Far be such thoughts from our hearts* All glory 
to this heavenly paraclete, '^ he will work, and who shall let him^**. 
He WILL GUIDE into the whole truth of covenant^love and salvation 
by Jesus Christ*. This is the adorable person the Spirit is to testify 
of, and to glorify in the sight, heart and affections of his people* 
The apostles themselves were at this time ifu much ignorance about, 
and stixxng preju^cea agunst many things concerning Jesus* As tp 
the nature of his kingdom, they still dreamed of the grandeur of a 
temporal one* Their prejudices were great, in favor of their ow^; 
nation, and they thought ^^ God was a respecter of persons:" of 
Jews abote GentiUa; and were very hardly brought to give up the 
types and shadows, particularly the sign of the covenant-circumcisions 
as noit fully seeing that Jesus the substance was really come, who is 
essentially t us truth itself* 

There is no hope for poor guilty sinners but in the . truth* Fof 
when the Lord declares his name to Moses, this is part of it, ^^ I will 
by no means clear the GuiLTT,".*..£xod* xxxiv. 7* This must b^ 
very djjBtressing to sensible sinners* I know one who has found it soi^ 
My poor soul has been sadly distressed with this text* But the Spirit 
teaches that the truth of God is inviolably preserved, while the guilty. 
sinner is perfectly saved in the Lord. Jesus, with an everlasting salva? 
tion* Jesus stood as our guilty substitute. . The Lord laid all our 
iniquities upc»i him* He suffered as our surety all the wrath du^ 
to our transgressions, ^^ and with his stripes we are healed."...«Isa« 
liii. 5* The reputed guilty died* The real guilty become guiltless* 
^His blood cleanseth them from all'sin,".*..! Jphni* 7*. ^< God i& 
just while he is the justifier of the ungodly sinner who believes ii]k 
Jesus,"*..*Rom. iii. 26* Glory to the cQndes.cending Lord, who leadf 
us out of the destructive paths of natural pride, self-will,, and self- 
righteousness, ** and gives us repentance to the acknowledging of the 
truth,"....2 Tim. ii* 25.*.*^< that we may be sanctified through the 
truth*"*..John xvii* 17* 
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IM vs fioid'fast the prtfemonvf our faith without zvaver^ 
: yii^ : (fQ!r he is faithful that promised). ..Jleb. x. 23. 

Pooh ehristian ! thy profession is envied by the malice of devils ; 
it is the scom and ridicule of natural men ; and is contrary to thy 
fikmal reason. Hence thou hast the combined force of a threefold 
illiance in arms against thee ; if that by any means they may rob' 
tiiee of thy hope. Happy christian 1 who like thy blessed master, 
ID the face of every adversary^ hast ^^ witnessed a good profession/' 
•••• 1 Tim. vi. 1 S. What an animating exhortation backed with a most 
precious assertion is this ! Thou must expect to be assaulted by the 
i%ge of devils, treated with scom and contempt from wicked men ; 
tfhd often put to a stand by the carnal reasonings of thy flesh. Here 
is thy duty: ''hold fast" in spite of all oj^position: hold &st the 
trutiis of God. ^ It is written," is sufficient to silence every carnal 
nr^gument, to support thy soul against every attack from the wisdom 
of this world. With this weapon thy blessed master put satan to^ 
flight. Thus defend thyself with the sword of the Spirit against 
every foe. Thus encourage thy soul daily to ** hold haX its profes* 
Am." God's revealed truths are iaith's objects, faith's confidence, 
faith's security ; for God's foundation standeth sure. ^ He is fiuth- 
fiif that promised." Why then should thy mind at any time wavei*, 
Imitate, or be tossed to and fro ? The foundation of God standeth 
Mire. To confide in the word, promises, and oath of a feithfoly 
covenant-keeping, promise-fulfilling God, is the glory of thy sou! 
lOkl glorifies thy Lord. Is Jesus thy professi(Hi? is all thy hope in 
Kim? all thy expectation from him? Is he thy all for pardon, for 
righteousness, for sanctification, for wisdotn, and eternal redemp- 
ilLm^, dost thou profess him thy.alpha and omega? Then be careful 
for nothing l)ut to please him....fear thou nothing but what may 
offend him. Whilst thou lookest to him only, thou wilt be of good 
coufage. Remember thy foes are his conquered enemies. When* 
tiiey oppose, attack, assault, it is to try thy fiuth, that thou mayest 
gbrify him the more. What hast thou already? Hast thou not thy 
Lord's fiedthfiJ word; his precious promises; his solemn oath, all 
jAedged for thy safety and salvation? Hast thou not found peace of 
dmseitnce, comfort of heart, joy of soul in Jesus ? Then cleave 
close to him : hold fast by him. Ever plead (not thy own) but his* 
fidthfiilness. Attend his sweet call from heaven above to all his 
cimflicting members below : ^^ That which ye have already, hold 
&8t till I come."...*Rev* ii« 25. 

The fearful toult that tires and faints* Lord, let not all my kopes be vain* 

And walks the ways of God no more, Create my heart entirely new, 

is k«t esteem'd almost a saint, Which hypocrites coald ne'er attaini 

And makes kis own destraction sure. Which base apostates never knew. 
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J new heart also xvill I give you, and a new spirit will X 

put zvithin you : and I zviU take away the stony heart qut 

of your fleshy and I will give you an heart of flesh.... 

Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 

What absolute declarations are here 1 all display the sovereigii 
-will and almighty favor of a covenant God* As God's heart of lov^ 
is towards his people in Christ, so his spirit of power wod^s in them 
according to the counsel of his will. Hence they know, love and 
serve him* By the blood of Jesus their sins are pardoned and their, 
consciences cleansed from guilt* By the Spirit of Jesus they are 
inwardly sanctified from their filthiness and idols : a new heart and 
a new spirit is put within them ; and they are enabled to walk in his 
statutes, and keep his judgments* Thus ^ all things are of Gody ' 
who hath recondled us unto himself by Jesus Christ,"....2 Cor* v* 
17 f 18* ^' If any'inan be in Christ, he is a new creature* Old 
things are past way ; behold, all things are become new*"^ 

* A christian,^ as Luther says, ' is a new creature in a new world*' 
He has a new heart; he is under a new government ; serves a new. 
master, obeys new laws, is actuated by new fears, influenced by new 
V»ve, animated with new delights and new joys. ^ Ah,' says a disciple^ 
* this is sweet in theory and true in doctrine ; but in experience I find and 
feel to my grief an old nature of sin and unbelief; and groan under a 
body of death*' This ii also very true: yea it is perfectly consistent 
with a state of regeneration* Saints of God in all ages found it so* . 
The Lord in this very text, accounts for it : '^ I will take away the stony 
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh." Naturally 
thy heart is as hard as a stone* Thou couldst neither feel sin, mourn 
for sin, nor be humbled under a sense of sin, but through the blood 
of Jesus applied by the Spirit in believing the truth : thou hast a soft, 
tender, yielding heart, a heart of flesh, susceptible of impressions, 
looking to Jesus by faith, melted by love, and mourning for sin*. 
Though the king's daughter, the lamb's wife is all-glorious within^ 
though her clothing is of wrought gold ; yet she is unhappily allied 
to a base, wretched, churlish Nabal* Hence, though ^' thou hast 
no confidence in the flesh, and in it dwells no good thing ;" yet thou 
dost delight in the law of God after the inward man; and htot conti* 
nual cause of rejoicing in Christ Jesus Phil* iii. 3* 

Our heart, that flinty stubborn thing. And ev'ry motion of our souls 
That terrort cannot move, [wrath, To swifV obedience draw. 

That fears no threat'ning;? of God's Thus will he pour salvation down. 
Shall be dissoW'd by love. And we shall render praise; 

There shall his sacred Spirit dwell, We the dear people of his love» 
And deep engrave his law^ And he our God of grace. 
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iMyi theep hear tnjf voices I knotv thefn, and they follow 
... me^.John x. 27. 

All our mercies in time and eternity flow from Jesus' knowing 
us as his sheep. To all such salvation is certain ;4x>th as to present 
fjipaoe aad future giorf • As a shepherd knoweth every sheep com^ 
nutted to his care ; so doth our good shepherd. All his sheep were 
.«y<»testingly heloved of the Father, ^ chosen in Christ before the 
iiuDdation of the world/' and given to Jesus in the eternal counseU 
He became surety for them, he redeemed them to God by his «wr 
blood* Hence he calls them ^ mt sHEEP,"....mine by gift...*mine 
by redemption. Thus he hath a distinct knowledge of them, aiid 
special property In them. For ^ died Jesus as a fool dieth?" spih he 
lua precious blood at uncertainty ? paid he the dreadfol debt of law aiid 
justice, at a peradventure, whether any soul would receive the eternal 
l^eoefit or not? Surely no: for his undertaking was in infinite wisdom 
and counsel, as well as wonderful m grace and love. Jesusweil 
knew the nature*state of his sheep. They were all gone astray and 
^imed every one to his own way. They would all count their shiep* 
JMrd an enemy and fly from him as a destroyer, if left to themselves. 
But Jesus saith, I am the good shepherd. He inclines their ears ^ 
jJEi^Bar, and their hearts to believe in him ; to come to him as such ; 
and to fc^ow him. They have the properties of his own sheepH 
they give evidence of it. They live upon his word and feed upon his 
love* O alas! what deplorable circumstances were we allin when 
tfiis sweet voice first reached our ears I when this powerful voice 
effected our hearts! It was a sound of glad tidings, love, and salva- 
tkm to lost sheep indeed. It proved effectual to recall our souls from 
thp daikgerous and destructive paths in which we had lost ourselveS. 
Truly we also may say of Jesus, ^< never man spake like thii man.^ 
The power of his voice begets obedience; and, like thef Uind man 
KStored to sight, we follow Jesus as the shepherd and bishop of out 
souls. We know he hath the words of eternal life. To whom then 
should we go but to him? audit is the delight of our souls to see the 
fisotstepsof our shepherd, that we may tread therein. Though, O 
aeul, thou canst not see whether thy name is wrote in the Lamb'* 
book of life ; yet in, the light of the Spirit thou mayest read thy nam* 
In the book of grace, if thou hast heard the voice of Jesus, and art 
following him. Thou mayest safely conclude, "the Lord is my 
shepherd, I shall not want.".*..Psalm sjuii. L 



The Lord my shepherd is, 
I shall be well supply'd; 

Since he is mine, and I am hb. 
What can I want beside \ 



He leads me to the place 

Where hcav'nly pasture grows. 
Where living waters gently pass. 

And full salvation'flows. 
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ffwe confess our sins^ he is faithful andjusi to forgive us 
our sinsy and to cleanse us from all unr^hteousness.... 
I John i. 9. 

Doubtless there are many confessions of sin made by the lips 
4)f men which are vain and fruitless. Yea, a man may be under ^ 
sense of legal terror and wrath in his conscience ; and, like Judas^ 
in the anguish of his spirit confess that be has sinned, and yet never 
obtain forgiveness from God. But every believer in Jesus is made 
a priest unto God, to offer spiritual sacrifices by Jesus Christ* And 
as the high-priest under the law laid both his hands upon the scape* 
-goat and made confession of sins....Levit«xvi*2K...so the christian) 
every anointed one, lays both his hands of faith and hope on. Jesus 
Chtist^ confessing the evil of sin, the desert of sin, the sin of his 
nature, and the sin of his life, and pleads for forgiveness. Tbs 
sacrifice of Jesus is the alone object of his faith. And the blood of 
the Lamb is his only, hope for pardon. This will be the daily exer- 
cise of believing souls; for we have daily need both of pardon, and 
cleansing. 

Such souls, thus confessing sin, are not left in doubtful suspense. 
Do not argue, God is merciful and perhaps he may forgive. sin: but 
through the perfection of the one atonement of Jesus, by the word 
of truth they are fully assured, God the Father absolutely will par- 
don ; not merely as an act of mercy, but because he is faithful and 
just. Faithful to his own word, his oath, his counsel and his 
covenant-promises. Just to fulfil tlie engagements entered into with 
Jesus, and to bestow what the precious blood of his Son hath pro^ 
cured for poor sinners. The blood of Christ was the stipulated price 
for ALL our sins. This, Christ as our surety hath paid to God. To 
demand payment for that debt<c^ the debtor, which his surety has 
paid, is not just. But God is just, he doth not this. And thus 
through the faith of his heart the sinner is brought to make con- 
fession of sin with his mouth, witli godly sorrow and holy shame 
for sin; and -sincere abhorrence and detestation of sin. And lest 
such a soul should be " swallowed up with overmuch sorrow,'* God 
the Spirit is just, he will assuredly ^' cleanse him from all unrigh- 
•teousivess"....sprinkk; bis heart from a guilty cpnscience....cleanse his 
mind from every guilty fear, through the application of the blood of 
Jesus. So that the soul shall have, " the oil of joy. for mourning, 
and the garment of praise for the spii'it of heaviness,"....lsa. Ixi. 3. 

And now the scales have left mine eyes, When justice seiz'd God's only Son, 
Now I begin to see; And put his soul to pain ? 

O the curs'd deeds my sins have done : Forgi^ve my guilt, O prince of peace. 
What niHrd'rous things they be ! Nor let me wound thee more ; 

What, is't for crimes that I had done, Hence from my heart, ye sins, be gone» 
My dearest Lord was slain, For Jesns I adore. 
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Wherein ye greatfy i^oice^ though ndio far a season Of 
' need be) ye are in heaviness through manifold tempta^ 
tions...A Pet. i. 6. 

Though a christian be not always in a joyful frame, yet he has 
nbumdant cause to ^ rejoice always." Though many things may rob 
Mm of his frame, yet nothing can derive him of the foundation of 
Tm comfort. Happy for us, this is permanent and abiding for ever: 
for it is founded in the love and truth of an unchapg^ble God. These 
disciples to whom the apostles wrote, '^ rejoiced greatly." Why I 
tlras it becausb they i^ere perfectly delivered from a body of sin and 
death? that they were not like thee and me, O disciple, sinners? 
J9ai but the matter of their joy, the cause of their rejoidng was, 
iSieir ^< election according to the foreknowledge of God the Fatlier.... 
tanctification by the Spirit....sprinkling of the blood of Jesusy being 
begotten to a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus ;"....and the 
assurance of being *^ kept by the power of God, through £uth, unto 
salvation." Wherein, ^^ in these soul-comforting truths ye greatly 
rejoice," saith Peter. 

Thus, believer, thou seest the streams that make glad the citizens 
bf heaven, flow from the ocean of GM's everlasting love» The 
more thou drinkest of this water, it will allay the thirst of pride and 
self-righteousness, and make thy soul glory and rejoice in Christ 
Jesus alone. But here is a full conviction, that these joyful souls 
were imprisoned in a body of sinful flesh: they had their heavy 
Reasons ; were assaulted with manifold temptations ; there was a 
season for them, and a need be also. So there is now. Wilt thou 
not be content to gp the same path? canst thou expect freedom from 
such exercises? Deceive not thyself. It is all the children's lot; 
and the Father sees it as needful as our food: yea, he makes it 
profitable also. Whilst thou art in the flesh sin dwelleth m thee, 
temptation will assault thee, heaviness and afiliction will bow thee 
dbWn. Soul-exercises are faith's trials. In the issue they are made 
World-conquering, creature-humbling, Jesus-endearing, heavenly- 
kmging blessinjg^. *^ I am oppressed," said Hezekiah : What then? 
doth he sink under it? No; k called forth the exercise of his faith 
and prayer to the Saviour: " Do thou undertake for me." So the 
Psalmist....Ps. cxvi. 5...." I found trouWe and sorrow." What was 
the blessing of it? Self-depair. He saw no help elsewhere: " Then 
called I on the name of the Lord." Verily thy feith must be tried, 
thy patience exercised, prayer excited, as well as rejoicing of soul. 
Thy Saviour loves to have it so. The government is upon his 
shouldenu Here is thy mercy, while the wicked, like Saul, seek 
to the sorcery and witchcraft of the world ; Jesus, « the eternal God 
is our refuge."..*.Deut* xxxiii. 27« 



200 JULY 6^ 

But I say unto you. Love your etiemies, bless them that curs^ , 
you J do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
that despitefully use you and persecute you. ...Matt. v. 44. 

Love is the very badge and characteristic of a disciple of Jesus* 
Love is of God. All tempers and passions which are contrary W 
love, ^^ are earthly, sensual, and devilish**' L^t no disciple iay^ 
This is an hard saying, who can obey it? Nay, but it is the com- 
mand of thy loving Saviour; he practised it; he has left tbiee an 
example. To this end art thou bom from above of die Spirit of love ^ 
and art possessed with ^^fiuth, which woii^eth by love*" ThepeftiDS, 
though hard and impossible it may seem to carnal reason, and to fledi 
and blood; yet we are under the i9di8pensable obligation to foUoir 
the steps, and obey the commands of that Jesu% who loved us^aad 
died for us, though his enemies* He -hath blessed us, and pmys 
ibr us, and does good unto us, though we have rebellious natnies 
«^hich are at enmity and hatred against him^ Never, never tillthme 
enemy's hatred and variance against thee exceed thine to thy Lord# 
art thou at liberty to dispense with this command* It is for the health 
and profit of thy soul* In keeping this command of love, verily 
there is a great reward of inward peace and consolation from the God 
of love* So shalt thou enjoy the witness of his Spirit, of thine 
adoption* Tell thy Lord of thine enemies and pray for them by 
name* Behold the blessed effects of loye upon the heart of a most 
bitter and implacable foe****l Sam* 24. See bow David, the man 
after God's own heart acts.««*how his faith works by love* When 
his persecuting foe, Saul, was delivered into his, hand, love wouM 
not suffer him to do him any hurt. Yea, love smote his heart Ibr 
only cutting off the skirts of his robe* Hear the pathetic cry of the 
bloody-minded Saul; struck with astonishment, and melted by love^ 
he said, ^ Is this thy voice, such thy conduct to me, my son David T 
and he wept* Thou art more righteous than I; thou hast rewarded 
me good for evil ; the Lord reward thee for it*" Admire and imitate* 
Love is the weapon of thy spiritual warfare ; by it thou art sure to 
prevail against, and conquer thine enemy* Therefore ^' if he hui^eff 
feed him ; if he thirst, give him drink ; for in so doing, thou shaH 
heap coals of fire upon his head*" So strive to bum up his wraths 
and melt him into affection* But suppose it hath not this effect 
upon him: it shall turn to the blessing and comfort of thy own soul* 
Thou shalt enjoy peace and love which is in Christ Jesus* 

Lord, shall thy bright example shine The Lord shall on my side engage, 

In vain before my eyes ? And in my Saviour's nante 

Give rae a soul akin to thitief I shall defeat their pride and rage^ 

To love my enemies. Who slander and condemn. 
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Ij/etus therefore fear y Usl a promise being left us of entering 
into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it*.,. 
Heb.iv. 1. . 

Fear without faith enslaves the soul to wrath and bondage. 
FWtb without fear tends to licentiousness. But a loving^ filial fear 
of offending our. dear Father atid precious Saviour, ever accompanies 
the grace of faith in the heart. Jesus is the rest of his people. This 
reat is by promise : and therefore it is sure to all his spiritual seed* 
Tbtj now enter into It and enjoy it by faith. But, from awful instan** 
ces' of others falling away from the hope of Jesus, the apostles ever 
exercised a loving fear and a godly jealousy over their dear converts) 
k»fc any of them should even seem to come short through unbelief* 
Tihe Lord only knoweth who are his elect according to the covenant 
of grace. This did hot lie open to the eyes even of his chosen 
apostles. It could only be made manifest hy their faith and its fruits* 
Hience they were continually exhorting disciples to give all diligence 
ta^make their calling and election sure. To work out their own sal-* 
vation with fear and trembling. Not with a fear of suspicion of the 
love and faithfulness of a covenant God ; but nothing doubting the 
finished work of Jesus' salvation, or the safety and security of every 
l^liever in him. These are truths of the greatest certainty and are 
to be held with the strongest confidence. But so to fear, lest their 
own souls should at any time be so captivated by the devices of satan^ 
so enslaved by the snares of the world, so allured by the lusts of the 
flesh, and the pleasures of sense, so kept from Jesus by the work- 
ing of unbelief, that their conduct should give sad evidence of their 
state. Lest it should seem they sought other lovers but Jesus, other 
rest but in him, bther hope and other comforts beside those which 
the gospel affords. 

So the ajwstles were excited t6 a godly fear over their professing^ 
brethren. Blessed also art thou, disciple, who thus fearest conti- 
nually. By this evangelical fear, verily thou shalt be kept from de« 
parting from the Lord. Count not this fear legal, as though it 
tended to bondage. Nay, but it is a fruit of thy Father's love, a 
gi^ace of the gospel-covenant. It is as essential to the health of thy 
soul as ioith is to thy being a disciple of Jesus. " Be thou in the fear 
of the Lord all the day long." If at any time this fear is cast off, 
thou art that moment in danger of falling. But ^' in the fear of the 
Lord is strong confidence: and his children shall have a place of 
refuge. "....Prov. xiv. 26. 

Praise, everlasting praise be paid Praise to the goodness of the Lord» 
To him that earth's foundation laid ; Who rules his people by his word; 
Praise to the God whose strong decrees And there, as strong as his decrees^ 
Sway the creation a& he please. He sets his kindest promises. 
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Hear now, yc rebels; must tee fetch you water out of this 

rock?. ...Numb. xx. IQ. . 

. . . ■ » 

It is most probable that this harsh, severe speech of MoseSy 
QUt many of God's dear children to the rery heart aii9 struck terror 
to their souls* Here we see the true nature of the tioly law. Ijt 
demands attention with power and authority, hear. Its voice is of 
terror ; . it speaks nothing but wrath to poor sinners' consciences ; it 
calls them by their proper name, rebels. And what can the pooir 
guilty trembling soul do to appease its terror and escape the wrath 'i6 
come? Nothing. Alas, it " concludes him under sin," and leaves 
tim as much without hope of mercy, as he has of -drawing liquid 
streams from a barren rock. But by the gospel eye of fsdth we see 
that spiritual rock, Jesus, whom the law struck, and thirsty sbiils in 
;ill ages drink living water from this rock of their salvation. . Jehovah 
loves his people; from the aifection of his heart (notwithstanding 
their murmurings) he commands his servant to procure drink for 
them. But meek Moses reproves the children in wrath and in anger 
^ strikes the rock twice. The Lord resents his conduct and expressions 
toward them. Because the dear I^amb stood up in their behalf, and 
spoke in effect what Paul wrote to Philemon concerning Qnesiititis : 
V What my people owe to law and justice, put that to my account; 
I will pay all." Therefore the sword of divine justice " awoke 
against him;" he was struck by the severe rod of the law; and 
hence cooling streams of mercy, refreshing streams of peace, reviv- 
ing streams of love, richly gushed out to parched, thirsty, dying 
souls. Yea, the water of this rock follows believing souls, as it did 
the children of Israel, all the way through the wilderness of this 
world. They all drink the same spiritual drink at the hands of the 
Spirit. What consolation to disciples, to consider that our spiritusd 
rock ever stands stedfast and unmof eable 1 that all who are built upon 
him arc safe and secure from every danger I The storms of tempta- 
tions, the waves of corruption may dash against them; but can never 
prevail. Jesus sustains then> ; everlasting love secures them ; omnippr 
tence surrounds them; and even justice and truth are engaged in 
their defence. Yes, poor believing soul, though the law rates thee 
a REBEL, and speaks in wrath against thee as such: though thou 
dost exceedingly quake and fear; yet ever remember, precious 
f* Jesus hath received gifts for the rebellious." Waters of salvation 
flow plenteously from Jesus. It is thy mercy daily to " drink of this 
spiritual rock,"....l Cor. x. 4. 

Rebels, we broke our Maker's laws; The law proclaims no terror now. 

He from the threat'ning sets us free. And Sinai's thunder roars no mor^ : 

Bore the full vengeance on his cross. From all his wounds new blessings flow* 

And naird the corses to the tree. A sea of Joy without a shQie* 
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JBut faith which xvorketh by love....GaL.v. 6. 

« 

In the religion of Jesus, every hope of salvation is excluded, 
but what springs from faith. For faith receives every blessing of 
covenant love of a gracious Lord. The faith of God's elect hath 
I^sus for its author, his truths for its object, his word for its warrant, 
Jbis power for its support, his glory for its aim,' and love for its 
inseparable companion. Thus the faith of the gospel, is ever dis-» 
Anguished from natural notions. But it is natural to us all, to mis- 
take error for truth, fancy for faith, the heat of animal passions for 
love* Yea, and also to be very confident herein. But true Esuth' 
ever worketh by love ; even tliat " love which rejoiceth in the truth." 
'....1 Cor. xiii. 6. Jesus is essentially the truth. All the love 
which God hath to us centers in him, and flows to us through him< 
Hence ^' God hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy, and without blame before God in 
tovE: having predestinated us to the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ io himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the 
praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted 
IN the beloved, and blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenlf 
ihings IN Christ,"....£ph. i. 3...6....<' and we are made the righte« 
ousnessof God in Christ,"....2 Cor. v. 21. 

' Thus faith hath truth for its foundation, and from the knowledge 
of the truth it worketh by love. Love to the God of truth, and to 
pur brethren, (not as being of this sect or that party, but) " for the 
truth's sake that dwelleth in them,"....2 John, ver. 1,2. There is no 
j^llowship in love, but what consists in the light of the truth. Thus 
our Lord and we " have fellowship one with anotheV.".... 1 John i. 7. 
Take away any part of God's truth, you subvert the foundation of 
fidth, and prevent the operations of love. If we reject the truth, 
that we are elected to salvation in Christ, redeemed by the blood of 
Christ, sanctified in Christ, righteous by the righteousness of Christ, 
and safely kept by the power of God through the faith of Christ to 
eternal' salvation, faith is made void. Then love ceaseth to exist* 
TTrutih and love are equally precious. " The belief of the truth," is 
the pfedous love of a christian. Love, is the blessed fruit of faith* 
Herehi consists thy blessedness, O christian ! " What God hath 
jbUied together, let no man put asunder." Therefore we are ex- 
horted, " Hold fast the form of sound words, in faith and love, 
Which is in Christ Jesus,"....2 Tim. i. 1 S. So by ^^ speaking the 
TRUTH IN LOVE, wc grow up iuto him in all things, who is the 
head, even Christ,"....Eph. iv. 15. 

r 

Happ"^ the heart inhere graces reigp, This is the grace that lives and sings. 

Where love inspires the breast: When faith and hope shall cease; 

Love is the brightest of the train, 'Tis this shall strike onr joyful strings 

And strengthens all the rest. In the sweet realms of bliss. 
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/ will not leave ymi comfort less.... John xiv. 18. 



- r 



We are bom into this world crying ; we live in it coni)>laihing ; 
and we go out of it sorrowings for any comfort it can yield us# 
When cardinal Woolsey was cast off by his king, he said, ' Had I 
served my God as faithfully as I have my prince, he would not have 
treated me thus.* The more we know of this world the more we 
see of its folly and vanity. The niore we enjoy of its sniiles and 
friendship, so much the more sorrow and reluctance w^e have in lear^* 
ing it. But with our heavenly friend it is quite otherwise. ^ ttc 
never leaves nor forsakes : whom he loves, he loves unto the end*'* 
•...Nor will he ever leave his dear disciples in a comfortless state of 
sorrow and dejection: like poor orphans, cast upon a wide world of 
sorrow and woe, without any kind heart to pity them* or kind hand 
to relieve them : for when all other comforts forsake us, still Jesijs 
abides by us : his Spirit comforts us, by shewing what he is to ua^ 
what he has done, is doing, and will do for us. The apostles had 
full experience of the promise of their gracious Lord. " He com-* 
forteth us in all tribulations,"....2 Cor. i. 4. ^' In me ye shall hav^ 
peace." And why doth our Lord also assure us, " In the world yj5 
shall have tribulation T'.... John xvi. 33...c.truly he loves us too well to 
suffer us to take up our rest in it. If with Paul at Ephesus, ** ^tor. 
the manner of men, we fight with beasts,".... 1 Cor. xv. 32....all this 
IS suffered to render the world more inhospitable ; to make us loatl\e 
swines food, the husks of this world ; that the bread of life^ ttip 
comforts of Jesus, may be more sought after and enjoyed. . Why 
|s sin suffered to dwell in us, and to make us groan, and distress us? 
To make it more hateful to us; to put us out of conceit of Qurselvea 
and our own righteousness ; and to endear the atonement and righte- 
ousness of Jesus to our souls, that all our comfort should spring from 
him. Why is satan sqffered to harass and perplex us ? That as the 
sheep of Christ's pasture we should keep close to our shephend ; or 
Hke frighted children, when surly dogs bark at them, fear kee]^ 
them near their father's protection and within the bounds of his Habi- 
tation. So we find the comforts of living near our Saviour, i Do wt 
carry about a weak disordered body? Here is our comfort, *', We 
feint not, knowing that the outward man decayeth, yet the hiwjard 
man is renewed day by day ,".... 2 Cor. iv. 16. Thus, gloiy to our 
loving Lord! " he comforts us concerning our faith, and causes )is.u> 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God; and to glory in trif)ulatiohit 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience, patience expcriehde, "ex- 
perience hope, and hope maketh not ashamed^ because the love of 
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Qhost,"...iR6tii.'t. 
2,3,4,5- 7 ^ 
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We knmv that all things work together for good to them 
. Jhat hoe God, to them who are the called according to 
, his purpose. ...Rom. viii. 28. 

. A POOR sensible sinner would naturally be ready to make one ex- 
ception here, and say, " How can sin, which I know and feel to be 
ttc very worst of all evils, work for any good ?" But the Holy Ghost 
hath not excepted even this. Will any one say, Then let us do evil 
that good may come? St. Paul makes a terriWe application to such, 
'•• Whose damnation b just,".*..Rom* iii. 8. Therefore such cannot 
be the language of a believer's heart, for his salvation is sure, " he 
that believes shall be saved." Such, and only such, most assuredly 
know that all things work together for good. They love God, and 
this love inspires them with hatred to sin. But yet they are sinners, 
both by original sin and actual transgression; nevertheless, through 
the ^•wise over-ruling power of a gracious covenant God, even the 
iMrorst of evils, sin, shall work for his glory and their good. Is the 
jut of a chemist able to extract the most salutary medicine from 
noxious and poisonous ingredients? and cannot the infinitely wise 
Jehovah, who at the beginning spoke chaos and confusion into beauty, 
jmd order and darkness into light, make evil to work for good? He 
hath done it. He will do it. Canst thou think of that world of sin 
jand evil which was produced by the fall of man ? Dost thou not 
know the still greater good which it has been made to work for man 
by Jesus Christ ? If man had not sinned the glorious attributes of 
Jehovah had not been so eminently displayed. As this is true of a 
world of sin in general, so also of every sin in particular. Sin is 
natural to man. To make it work for good is the supernatural power 
tof God* Sin should never have entered into the world, nor should 
it continue in God's people, was it not to magnify his grace and ad- 
vance the glory of his name. Judas delivers Christ to death for gain : 
tiie Jews for envy : Pilate for fear. The devil provokes each through 
ennuty. God makes all work for the spiritual good and eternal sal- 
tation of his people. Peter's &11 shall be made to work for his humi- 
lity ali3 self-diffidence, and to strengthen his brethren. 
. ^ Sin, saith St. Austin, first wrought sorrow, and now godly sor- 
row works repentance unto salvation, not to be repented of, to the 
death of sin; so the daughter destroys the mother.* '' O the depth 
<^the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how un- 
•earohable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out.".... 
Horn* xi. 33. 

(hi for my good doos work and wi|i i For all my tint my hoart it sad* 

Tet 'tit not good for me to sin. Since God'fc dishonored % yet I'm glad» 

Mv pleatnre iunes from my pain ; Tho' once I was a slave to sin, 

--^j IptMt ttiU iaorease my gain. Since God doth thereby glory wtn« 

V«UL Bb 
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Likezcise th€ Spirit also helpeUi our itifirmTtier...J{ML 
viii. 26. 

How reviving to the soul ! how encouraging to the mind of a 
disciple, is it to hear the experience of his brethren and companions 
in the faith of Jesus! To this end the blessed Spirit hath caused ih« 
toints of old to leave on record his dealings of love with their souls* 
Thus is the word of God most valuable for our instruction, edificn* 
tion, and comfort* Let no poor follower of the Lamb think he ift 
singular in feeling an insupportable pressure of infirmities* No; th^ 
children of God in all ages knew and felt the same* Whether pro* 
phets or apostles, none were perfectly free from inward distresses) 
temptations, fears, dejections, &c* All which arise from our still 
possessing a fallen nature which subjects us to these sensations and 
feelings. They are our burdens* We cannot but feel them and 
groan under them* O sad and dreadful fall, which has so terribly 
maimed and bruised the royal offspring of God! Though we are 
kings' sons, yet like Mephibosheth we are lame in our hands and 
feet* Our infirmities are the effects of our fall. Shortly we shall 
be perfectly freed from them* This is our glorious hope* 
• But alas ! how oft doth present distress deject our hopes ; infirmi* 
lies bow down the soul; faith grows languid; love declines; hope 
seems at the last gasp, just as if giving up the ghost. And indeed 
all would end in gloomy dejection and melancholy despair, ^if the 
Lord was entirely to forsake his new creation* But that never can 
be while the Father loves, the Lamb pleads, and the Spirit hatb 
power to help* Therefore when the Spirit sees the souls of his 
charge pressed above measure in themselves, and . ready to sink 
under their burdens, he reaches forth a tender hand of assistance ; 
helps against infirmities, by enabling the soul to look to the adorable 
Jesus, to an everlasting covenant, to precious promises, to a re;con« 
oiled God ; and puto this sweet cry in the heart, Abba, Father^ 
Then confidence revives ; hope springs afresh ; love is excited; the 
power of prayer breaks forth in the heart, and ascends in sweet fervor 
from the souL Whatever flesh and blood may alledge to thecon? 
trary, infirmities ai^ made profitable to the soul; or St. Paul would 
never have declared, ^ most gladly therefore will I glory in. my iix* 
firmities.'* Why? is there any good in them for which they.sl^ould 
be desired I No ; but ^^ that the power of Christ aoay rest upon us.."..^ 
^ CoF. xii. 9. . 

Eternal Spirit ! we confess Th'me inward teachings make as know 

And sing^ the wonders of thy ^ee i ' Our danger and cmrrtfnge t<M>. |yoice» 
Thy power conveys our blessings down The troubled conscicnee knewe thy 
From God the Father and the Son. Thy chani|iing viewe awake oar joya4 
Enlightened by thy heav'nly nj. Thy words allay the stormy wind^ 

Our shades and darkness turn to day y And calm the surges of the mind* ■ 
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Tht Lord Ihy God wiU circumcise thine heart and the heart 
. of ihy seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and zvith all thy soul, that thou mayest live.... 
-.: Dent. XXX. 6. 

£y£H Moses, who delivered the fiery law of wrath and tenort 
pfeaches like a Bamabas) a son of consolation. In (his chapter wc 
haris a precious enumeration of new-covenant blessings and evauige- 
iical promises, all settled in the eternal counsels between Jehovah^ 
FMher, S<mi and ^rit; all founded in infinite wisdom, everlasting lovet 
and immutable fiedthfulness; therefore sure to all the seed ^^ who arc 
chosen in Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world." Such is 
the solid foundation of gospel faith and hope. The happy heirs of it 
tlM Lord God sets a special mark upon. Hereby he owns them at 
Ims peculiar ones* This is also an evidence to them of their special 
relation -to him. As the Father loved his people before time, and 
l^ve them to Jesus, to be redeemed in the fulness of time; so 
afoo, at the appointed time, the Lord the l^irit performs his office 
opOn them*...he circumcises their hearts. This power belongeth to 
God <»ily« This St. Paul calls '<the circumcision made witbo«l 
hABds,'%««.Col* ii* 1 1« Outward circumcision was a painful-operation 
tQ the flesh. By it was signified the cutting off all carnal hope and 
legal confidence in the flesh ; and was a sign and seal of new-covenant 
Messings by Jesus. The circumcision of tlie heart brings the expe* 
vience and ^oyment of hope in Jesus, peace said joy in Jesus, and 
a kmging expectation of the full enjoyment of Jesus in glory to tiur 

MuL 

' When the callousness and hardness of the heart is cut off, then it 
gladly hears and receives the love of God its crucified Saviour. This 
iote^ known and believed, begets love to God in a circumcised heart* 
And though there is all comfort in love> yet there is a painful sensa^ 
iitfa att«)d8 loving souls. This is the fruit and evidence of love. 
They mourn and grieve at feeling <he sins and corruptions of their 
natures ; they are pained at the sight of them....groan under a sense 
of 'them....are filled with shame for them, and detestation against 
theto. O how do they strive against them and cry to Jesus for vie* 
tory Over theml To ^' love the Lord with all their heart and with 
all their soul," this is their one desire on eaith; that they may be in 
love, wholly devoted to him who bought them with his blood. Of 
all such souls the Spirit of inspiration declares, <^ Happy art thou, O 
Israel I who is like tmto thee, O peo[^, saved by the Lord l"....Dcut. 
mniii* ^9* ^^ We are the circumdaion who worsh^ God in the 
Spirit, n&jcMce in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh,". 
PhiL ui. 3. 
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But this man, after he had qfered one sacrifice for s 
for ever sat down on t/ie right hand of God.;,.Heb. 
X. 12. 

The cross of Christ is the christian's gkwy. Yet th<f sittrtl- 
share that Jesus hath in the christian's affections is his shaitiei»* 
Really disciples of Jesus do not love their Saviour as the]^ ottgHtl^' 
Why ? because they are slow of heart to believe his love to them -and 
his sufferings for them* How little are our hearts in meditation upoti 
the labours of love, toils of borrows, and agonies of, soul, Vhich' 
Jesus in our nature sustained on our account. If a friendly urm ti- 
reached forth and snatches a poor mortal from the jaws of approach-'' 
ing death, O how does it call forth love to his kind deliverer! when!' 
he reflects on his danger, how does it excite his gratitude I he can--' 
not think of his preserver but he remembers his mercy* But wher«; 
is our warm affection, our fervent love to that precious man, vrhtsH' 
hdart was as a flame of love to us, and who willingly offered himjt^tf 
a» a sacrifice for our sins? how was he straitened till this bapdsnot' 
was accomplished I how did his soul long till it was finished ! Bnlf 
alas ! we think too little of our danger* We are' too prone to loolT 
upon sin as a matter of small moment ; because the sacrifice of Jesu4 
is not so constantly upon our hearts. Disciple, dost thou not see* 
cause of mourning for this? hast thou not cause to pray daily fot 
more heart-afiecting views of Jesus by the Spirit? O the infinitcf- 
vsAvte oi this one sacrifice! Sin, how malignant its nature 1 boir" 
dbep its stain 1 nothing but blood divine could atone for it. How 
prevalent this one sacrifice I it hath for ever put away all our ailisji^ 
Behold tHE man! gaze, wonder, adOre, and love; Jesus on thtf* 
cross, fully atoning for sin. This work being for ever done ; -behord- 
this MAN for ever sat down on the right hand of God. There' htf' 
pleads the sinners cause and presents the perfection of his sacrifice*' 
What singular consolation is this ! A^ sense of sin is distressing'to- 
the converted soul. But O, when the one sacrifice by ' this oiis 
MAN is beheld by- the eye of faith, how does it revive the drooping^ 
heart, give peace to the troubled conscience, and excite joy in the- 
sorrowfiil mind? Poor sinners have nothing else to look to for hopew* 
Pardon and peace can be had fit)m no other d>ject but the blood of 
Jesus. Of this we can never glory too much. Nor can our con*- 
fidence be too strong, our expectations too great, our triumphs m- 
Jesud over sin, satan, the law and death, be at any time uns'eaiion- ' 
able. These precious truths are our neVer-£&iling springs of console^^ 
tion. '^ The blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin. If we sin, wd - 
have an advocate with the Father/'...«1 John ii. U ' 

Our faith adores thy bleeding loye. We hope for heavenly prowns abov^ 
And tnists for life in one that dy'd ; From a Redeemer criicif/'d. 
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jimdh, an horror of great darkness fell on hitn....Gen0 
'XV. 12. 

There is somewhat very gloomy and awful in what is called ' a 
tMd eclipse of the sun.' When the earth is darkened, creation puts 
€a« melancholy aspect and seems to mourn in silent .sadness. But 
th^ -surprise and astonishment which naturally affect us on these 
accounts are greatly abated, as these are not uncommon appearances 
in nature; and as they are foretofd and accounted for« As in the na* 
tiiral, so it is in the spiritual world* The children of God in all ages 
l^e experienced darkness of soul : therefore none should think this 
peculiar when they are exercised thus, '^ as though some strange 
tUng had happened to them,".... 1 Pet. iv. 12. We see Abraham^ 
the friend of God, and father of the faithful, under an eclipse of the 
blight shining of the sun of righteousness* The consequence of this 
darkness was an horror, yea an horror of great darkness fell on him* 
An4 this too, after an extraordinary appearance of the Lord himself 
te him,- who called him by his name, bid him fear N0T...aMsures 

him, I AM THY SHIELD AND THT EXCEEDIVO GREAT REWARD: 

ihsn gives him the comfortable promise of the seed that should 
spring from him« Upon which, Abraham ^ believed in the Lord^ 
and he counted it to him for righteousness;" and he offers a sacrifice 
fts the Lord conmianded. But, alas, how soon did his bright sun of 
oomlert disappear! How soon did darkness and horror fall upoil 
him! How changeable are our frames! Extraordinary manifesto^ 
tions of comfort and joy are often succeeded by darkness of soul 
mnd trials of &ith« So it was with our dear Saviour after the Father's 
-dedamtion, ^^ This is my beloved Son:*' after the visible descent 
mf the Holy Ghost upon him, he was led into the wilderness, to 
undergo the most sharp and trying temptations. Thus again St< 
PsuU after he had been caught up to the third heavens, a messenger 
of satan was sent to buffet him. 

,Henpe» O believer, under spiritual darkness and distress of soul 
w^ite not bitter things against thyself* Think not God ceaseth to 
k>ve thee and visits in wrath. No: God ever rests in love; he 
choBgeth not; his love is ever the same. Thou art equally as safe 
in bis hands in the dark, though not so comfortable as in the light. 
Nay, love itself enquires after souls in such a state and gives precious 
advice to them. S^e and study Isaiah 1* 10. Now the Lord teaches 
his sovereignty; instructs 4n humility; excites patience; shews thee 
thy nothingness; cuts off all glorying in thyself; strengthens thy 
trust in him; draws out thy hope from thyself to him; and shews 
thee that all the promises center in Jesus, and shall be fulfilled in 
God's own way and manner. Saith Jesus, ^' He who followeth met 
shall not walk in darkness^ but shall .have the light of life/'«MJohil 
Tiii. 12. 
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No man can ^ay that Jesus is the Lordy but by the Hofy, 
Ghost. ..A Cor. xii. 3. 

" As the heavens declare the glory of the Lord, and thefihni^ 
ment sheweth his handy-work:" so every page of his sacred wotd 
proclaims his grace to his people, reminds them of the insafRciencf 
of their natural power and free-will to any saving purposes* JPorxpai 
professors say, that Jesus is the Lord* The confession is easy. It 
is common to the openly profime^ and the most decent Pharisee; 
but is no more profitable to salvation than the true declaration from 
tatODy « Thou art the Holy One of God,*'....Mark i. 24. Butsaving 
coHfesstoii of Jesus with the lips proceeds from inward believing oqr 
Jesus with the heart; and this from sfMritual discoveries to the mind 
by the Holy Ghost* O believer, know thy distinguishing blessingh 
Eatteem not this a common privilege, but special grace, that thorf 
canst see, canst own, canst come to, trust in, and call the desjnsoik 
Nazarene, thconce sin-bearing, sin-atoning, curse-sustaining Jesus^ 
thy Lord and thy God ; in whom is all thy hope, and from whoofr 
is ail thy salvation. This is truly the faith of God's elect. " 

Hear whut thy master proclaims of such a confession \ /^ BiesseA 
art thou ; for flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto thee, ba% 
my Father which is in heaven.".*..Matt. xvi. 1 r. This is the mys--s 
^ery of the Father's kingdom : this is given only to his children tai 
ktiow. Therefore the Holy Ghost is sent into their hearts to vnskm^ 
it tnanifi^. Most blessed confesson! May it be ever uppermoM vwt 
bur minda, in our iips, and evidenced by our lives, that Jesus i* 
Jebovak. That Je^us is the Lord, the Saviour, the man, anrf 
Mediator....our atonement 6n the cross ; our righteousness in his Hfe) 
our -intercessor at the right-hand of glory ; this, this is our plea tm 
all that are against us. We are sure it is a godly, righteous ide% 
JEbr it is given us by the Holy Ghost in the word of truth. By it tW' 
Father is glorified ; Jesus is honored; drooping, fainting heart» aH 
revived and comforted; faith is established, hope confirmed, kivtf 
increased, holiness advanced, satan vanquished, sin subdued, tlw 
law answered, the world overcome, death conquered, and we sfaareri 
m the triumphs of glory and immortality. 

• Christian soul chear up. With this truth iii thine heart : wittli 
ihis confesson in thy mouth, go on thy way rejoicing: nor men mM^ 
deviU can harm thee. Jesus thy Saviour is the Lord almighty li 
protect, ever-kyving to save. Only fear to offend against love ilselfif' 
Never suffer a doubt of Jesus* love in thy mind. Grieve not the Half^ 
Spirit. Come, a few more days to prove thy allegiance to Jesus thjp^ 
Lord on earth, and thou shait reign with him in glory. Ever nW 
viember thy Lord's blessed promise, '^ Whosoever shall confess mb 
Ittfote men^ hiaLW|ll I confess also before my Father which b itf 
lieAVcn*"«»*Matt. X. 32. 
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• Jfsus saidj will ye also go away ?...John vi. 67. 

This, O soul, is the voice of thy beloved. Thy friend put this 

q^^on to his own disciples* Our captain keeps no prest men in 

\ lub service- AIJ bis subjects enter a^ volunteers. They are made 

I villing to come to him> believe on him and greatly esteetn the 4ay 

ef. hk power, to follow and cleave to him* Force, • restraint, and 

\ compulsion act not on their ingenuous niinds. But what they Bod 

L 

ip Jesus now, present peace ; . what they expect from Jesus hereafter, 
|lory and salvation, endears him to their souls. 
. Daily observation furnishes \yith instances of many who profess U» 
«wn Christ and to follow him for a season; but anon, through not 
^UKl^standing his doctrine, not seeing their own misery and wretch- 
tdi^ess, and not knowing his love, they are offended, ibrsake Christf 
)m truths and his ways* They go back again to the world, to the 
fftjoyment of their lusts, and take up with carnal preachers, who 
cry peace, peace unto them* Thus they make ship^rrcck of faith 
ftBd a good conscience, which they professed to have ; and the last 
end of such is worse than their first* They forsake their own mer- 
ti^ by turning their backs upon precious Jesus ; and are left to 
l^rish without hope or remedy. 

• Suta true disciple, who knows Jesus in spirit and truth, our Sa« 

Wour keeps from such folly. The sight of others falling off and 

teu^ing him is made of blessed use to such. It excites humility and 

Kf»titude.*««quickens to holy jealousy and godly watchfulness* Such 

% tender expostulation put to the soul, '^ Wilt thou also go away ?'• 

Q how it kindles a spark of fire, and blows up a flame of love in the 

(Mr sinner's heart I As when a tender, indulgent parent says to his 

tour little child, Wilt thou go away and leave me? How does it 

4taw forth the love and affection of its heart! and the little thing, 

inth eager embraces, clings the faster to its parent; O, by this 

fusion our dear Saviour has often roused mv sluggish heart: an<) 

Ulled forth a holy fear ; and excited an earnest cry, ^^ Lord keep me 

*^0 never, never let me forsake thee i" 

. When the aged Polycarp was joyfully . going to seal the truth oC 
Ibis fiuth with his blood, being threatened by his pro-consul with death 
in -various shapes, answered, ^ Why tarriest thou I Bring forth what 
thou wilt; we christisms are fibced in our minds not to change from 
good to evil*' Then the pro-consul promised him liberty if he would 
reproach Christ* (O, the affecting reply I how ipgei^ous! how. 
f«il of love 1) ^ Eighty and six years (said he) have I served my Lord 
Christ, and he has never done me the least wrong: how then can I 
Uaspbeme my King and my Saviour?' How victorious is faith! hojf 
powerful is love ! Lord, increase our faith! Jesus iaflaxne our loyei 
** To whom should we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.'***^ 
John vi* 68* 
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JiU scrifdute is given by inspiration of Gods and is.prpt 
^ able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, .for 
instruction in righteousness : that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good zoorks,... 

2 Tim. in. 16, 17. 
Ta£ poor siDner who writes thiS) being in a dangerous iilnestf 
^as in a Teiy dark and comfortless frame of mind for two days. 
The third day, light» peace and joy overspread his soul by these 
words being brought to his mind: ^^ After two days he. will reTive 
lis, in the third day he will raise us up) and we shall live in hit 
sight*" On this he called for a bible. O how was his inexpressibls 
joy increased when he read these words in Hosea vi. 2. On being 
asked, If he had done with the bible? he answered with a flood of 
joyful tears, ^ No : never, never shall I have done with that blessed 
book, till r change time for eternity*' The Spirit of inspiration evet 
honors his own word of truth* All peace, comfort and joy are de* 
rived from it through faith* We shall suffer no loss, if we suspend 
judgment on comfisrts, till we have tried them by this touchstone, of 
truth* Be on your guard against the flatteries of false peace and 
the delusions of unscriptural joys* 

Revealed truths are inspired of God: they are the objects of faiths 
By the knowledge of them the Spirit consolates the soul, 'lovinglf 
reproves and corrects what is amiss ; profitably instructs in the fun- 
damental truths of Jesus' righteousness unto justification of life ; and 
the believer's obedience unto righteousness* No one doctrine o£ 
God's word should be slightly regarded* In this sense« he that re<f 
jects one point of truth is guilty of all* This is to impeuch the wisdoas 
of the Spuit, as though he had made known any one needless and 
insignificant doctrine. This, instead of being doers of the word» is 
to judge and condemn the word* Jesus is the sum and substance of 
the scriptures* All the promises are in him* All the doctrines of. 
grace lead to him and centre in him* These are the fumitqreof 
&ith while Jesus is the chief object of the soul* So disciples go oa 
to perfection in knowledge, love and holiness ; therefore they should 
jprize the scripture as their companion ; consult it as their familhiT 
fnend ; and pray over it as their constant guide* To these endsthey- 
are given of God: when thus received by us, we shall also be ^ edt^ 
ied, and walk in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of %h» 
Holy Ghost. "*.**Acts ix* 31. 

Laden with gnih snd full of f^ars. The volume of my Father*! grace ' ' 

1 fly to t)iee, my Lord, Does all my grief assuage ; ^ 

And4iot a glimpse of hope appears, Here I behold my Saviour's face 

£iit in thy written word. Almost in ev'ry page. 
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Wt-kdoe fwt an high-priest teho cannot he touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted 
v like as u>e are; yet without sin....Heb. iv. 15. 

« Without ain!" O, cries the sanctified soul, that this was mj 
hKfijpf state* And verily, as sure as the word of God is true, thoo 
^km^txijof this perfect freedom froin thy worst enemy. But thou 
smst be content to wait God's time, and live in God's way ; that 
hh by fidth upon thy beit friend Jesus. Thy present blessedness is 
to undfcratand and rqoice in this g^reat mystery, that Christ *whd 
knew no sin was made sia for us. Therefore, by faith ire glory, 
kndmng that God looketh on us, blesseth us as righteous in Christy 
«Ml'<loth not impute sin unto us. As the h6ad is without sin, so are 
aH the members, viewed and beloved in the sight of God. And this 
ii Cfae evidence that we are bom of the £(pirit and have the mind of 
Christ) thkt we hate aU sin and long for entire deliverance from it; 
•ad aspire after full conformity to the image of God. But this wt 
cannot ei^y in the body. We must first sleep hi Jesus ere ire 
Cirmkle nil dfter his perfect likeness. 

.: in the mean time we have a loi^g, sjrmpathizing high-priest 
before the throne of God. This is our comfiirt. That very human 
Mtitfe in which our sins were expiated on earth, is how crowned 
vith: -glory in heaven. This is very refreshing. Christ can as soon 
bffgbt his oHm glory as any part of his suflEering body. He feels 
bt thtitai. • He t^ touched with the most tender concern and affection 
teraids them* He knows what sore temptations mean, for he hath 
fidt the same* Temptations, even though most violent, cannot 
faaen us t nay, they do not defile us, unless we ehter mto thenu 
Tberefefey they should not deject ua> And' need we ever be over-* 
Qim» by them? Doth not Jesus Hve? Have we not free and familiaf 
•ceess to him* as the glorified man and Mediator? Is not all powet 
in heaven ai^ earth given unto him? Believest thou this, O soul? 
Thmk on Calvary's proof of his love* Remember Bethany's proof 
cf his resurrectioKU Call to mind hb tender love to, and affectionate 
one for, his sheep, when. Saul was worrying them. O he caUed* 
^ Whgr-pefsecutest thois me ?" Thou canst not hurt them, but I feel 
{U Heevec lives at the xi^-hand of glory to intercede fi>r and save 
ua poor unners* And let thy diatress be what it may,- his loving 
lidnce suits tU' ^ Gall opoa me in the day of ttouble^ I vrill deliver 
thee* and thou shalt gtorxfy me.'\..*Psalm U 15. 

Vritb J07 we meditate the grace And in hii measure feels ttfreah 

Of our high priest above j What ev'ry member bean. 



is made of tendemeBS^ Then let our humble laith address 

His boweto meh with tove. His mercy and his pow'r ; 

Be hi the days of feeble flesh We shalt obtain deliv'ring grace 

PonrVl out hb crict and tears. In the disttsssxng hoar. 

Vol. L Co 
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Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure consciertce.JU 
I Tim. ill. 9. 

From a seeming zeal and regard to the ark of God, when it 
shook, and as he thought was in danger of falling, Uzzah put 'forth 
his hand to save it« It seems a very rational act, but it argued dis- 
trust of God's power to preserve what was for his glory and honor; 
therefore the Lord highly resented it* 

If the displeasure of Jehovah was thus displayed in regard to the 
type of the covenant, how jealous is the Lord of hosts of his owft 
glory, contained in the truths of the everlasting covenant, laid upfn 
the sacred ark, Jesus, for all his people 1 If a tremUing ark, tou<^ed 
by an officious hand, was death ; one should fear and tremble tb 
attack the revealed truths of God's everlasting love to hispeo;^, 
power to preserve them, and grace to enable them to persevere hi 
the faith unto eternal glory* Human efforts oflen spring from unbe* 
lieving hearts* The hand of nature is often stretched forth to assist 
when it only counteracts divine purposes* • Carnal reason ever oppo* 
seth the mystery of the gospel, but faith is supported by God's 
truths* The conscience can cmly be purified by Jesus' blood* 
This mystery of faith is only known- to enlightened mindtf* 
To hold by it, and to hold it fisist in the conscience, is the life send 
joy of our souls* So the Holy Spirit maintains vital, living \miab 
between Jesus and his members* So love is excited to him* A life 
of dependence maintained on him. A throne of grace is delightful tb 
such. Sin becomes more and more hateful in their sight, and thm 
fruits of righteousness are increased to God's glory* O, this is an 
amazing mystery of our fiedth! That we, who are guilty sinners in 
'ourselves, yet are in Christ pure and free from all sin; unrighteous 
in ourselves, yet in Jesus clothed with perfect righteousness; filthy 
and polluted by nature and practice, but in Jesus, all fair, without 
spot, beautiful and comely in God's sight* In ourselves, no rig^t ta 
God's love, no title to his inheritance ; but in Jesus our right is clear, 
our title legal, our enjoyment of it infallibly certain* Holdiast-tbis 
mystery of faith : all thy peace and comfort depend on it. Thus^ 
disciple, fix thy steady eye cm Jesus ; daily view the promises in him*; 
}o6k constantly for the Spirit's power through him* So shalt thou 
have f'the answer of a good conscience towards God- by the> resur- 
rection of Jesu8*"**..l Pet. iii. 31. << Hold thou me up, and I shall 
be safe; and I will have respect tmto thy statutes continually* "o^ 

Psalm cxix. 117. 

* 
Why does your fkce, ye humble souls, Awal^e our hearts* .adore, the (race 

Those mournful colours wear? That buries all our faults, 

What doubts are these thtft waste your And pardoning blood, that swells above 

And nottrif h your despair I [faith. Our foUiei and our thoughu* 
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N0W our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God even our 
Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting 
consolation, and good hope through grace, comfort your 

^. Hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work.... 

\ 2Thess. ii. 16, 17. 

'" BELIEVERS in Jesus know that ''the remembrance of sin it 
pieYous, and the burden intolerable*" A sight and sense of sin 
iAbcts their conscience with sorrow and distress* There is daily 
fietd that' their poor hearts should be comforted; and also that they 
'ihottld be established in every good word and work* But from whence 
tball they derive this ? from striving to forget^ paliate, or excuse 
thobr pRst sins? by promising to be more sted&st for the future in 
the truths of God and obedience to his will ? Alas 1 he who truly 
knows what a sinfiil nature is, who is really acquainted with his own 
ireaknesaand insufficiency to that which is good, and his pronenesa 
1o all evili will, not, cannot thus deceive his own soul. JBut the con- 
Tinted' soul will ingenuously confess his sins to his God and Saviour^ 
lay them open with their aggravating circumstances, mourn over 
them with a godly sorrow, own his just deserts for them ; and in the 
jpiLercise of faith, look ^ to the Lamb of God^ who taketh away the 
tin of the world*" . Here is the everlasting spring of consolation 
whkb :God hath given us, ^ the blood of Jesus Christ his Son clean* 
fieth'us from all -sin*" Here is our good h6pe, through the grace of 
Jfesu» we are completely righteous in Christ* We stand pecfoctly 
luce^pted in God's beloved Son* Faith and hope are inseparable* 
We believe the truth as in Jesus ; we hope daily for more and more 
^ the consolations of it* In this way, disciple of Jesus, thou canst 
never believe nor hope too much* Nay, is it not thy distress and 
heaviness that thyBdth is weak, thy hope languid, and thy love so 
cold? But why is this? Not for want of a foundation for fiEUtb and 
jbope; for ''our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father 
hath loved us*" Who ? only the prophets, i^stles, holy men of 
old, righteous persons ? Nay, but sinners of mankind: such was the 
leb^racter of all those whom the apostle includes in the pronoun us. 
Amd as the consequence of this love " he hath gplven us everlast* 
|VG consolation." Not the effect of time ; not subject to mutability ; 
but solid, perpetual, and etemaU . Founded in the everlasting cove- 
nant, established in everlasting righteousness, issuing in everlasting 
salvation, revealed in the everlasting gospel, and applied to the soul 
by the everlasting Spirit* Consolation and comfort are enjoyed in 
stability in the good word of God, and in the good works of faith, 
<' to the praise of the glory of God') grace* "**«*Epb« i* 6* 
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is the true -Gad imd eternal Hfe. KeepffoinlfdiaA 
from idols. Amen.. .A John r. 20,21. 

It is a common objectiim with the men of this world against the 
ministers and members of Jesus: ^ You edn preach and talk of ^9^ 
thing but Jesus." Truly we " consider him as the end of Mh^ 
e6nTer8atioii.^\.««Heb. xiii. 7, 8« Consdous of whitt he htfth done won 
vs, what he is to txs, and v^hat he hath done tv v% ; verilf 9 Jemiv 
is all in all to our souls. We know that the Son efCvod is coknete 
our flesh. We are sure that by the blood of his crbss ^ he hA0i 
made a& end of sin, finished transgressiotl, made reoondliatioaf for 
iniquity;*^ arid by his holy life ^hath brought in an eTerUstin^ 
tighteousness9''....Dan. ix. 94* All this we pocir sinners witiited. 
Notlung short of this could save us. Yeay eternal life we ha'Pe in 
our WONDERFUL friend, the God-man, Christ Jesus* Blessed b^ his 
infinitely precious name! he hath given us an understcoiding heairt 
to know him. We desire to be eteruAlTy iiidebted to his name^ hit 
grace, his love; for we see our union to him> and oneness with 
him. Marvel not then, that we speak so highly of oua '^%tovEt>i 
^for if we ahould hold our peace, the te)*y stones in the sl^feef 
would cry out against us." Say, ye finft«bom sons of light; iiky^ 
ye children of grace, of whom should vre glory, if -not of Jesus oir^ 
true God and eternal life? We disclaim all other gods. ^^ We kndw 
and believe that the Father is in him, and he in the FKther."... John 
X* S8. He teaches us the Father's love in him to us; and he send» 
the comforter, which proceeded from the Father, to shed his lovo 
abroad in our hearts. 

But alas! how <iUd we live befiire We knew Jesus, the only trutf 
God ! Truly, though we talked of God, though we knew God, wor^ 
shipped and feared him; yet we were all the while like the rest of 
the whole world, ** lying in wickedness:" fest asleep in the arms of 
the wicked-one: for we were without Christ, Atheists; ^without 
God in the worid; and coiiliequently had no hope,"...*£ph. ii. It* 
How deluded are the wise and leahied of this world with theit no-> 
tions and worship of an unknown God! While little children Are 
truly wise and best learned, who kiiow Jesus as their Lord and their 
God, and abide in him. The truth of their feith, tTie uprightness of 
their hearts, and the sincerity of their love, are best evidenced by 
keeping themselves from the ensnaring vanities and bewitching idols 
of time and sense. ^ Addming the d6ctrine of God our Saviour in 
all things. Looking for that blessed hope, the glorious appearing 
of the great God, even crar Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself 
for us, &c".:»..Tit. K. 1<^, 19) 14. 

JesQS my God, I know his name» Nor wiU he put my loo^o ahamCt. - 
Hit name it all my trutt, Kor let my hope be lost. 
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€y wretched mdn thai lam! who shoU deliver me from the 
body, of this death ?.^..Rom. vii. 24. 

Spiritual stnse and feeling are peculiar to regenerate, heaven* 
bptfi KNils. • While in a carnal state, ^ dead in trt8|>atset and sins ;" 
though the law thunders out its dreadful curses against us, we heat 
lot* Though by nature children of wrath and deserving hell, yet 
•ur danger we see -not. Though our shis are gone over our headSf 
and arc Hke a sore burden too heavy &r us to bear, yet we feel them 
iot* JBut when the soulis alive to God, we groan, being burdened 
«kh a body of sin, and pant after deliverance. This was the expe^ 
tiencc of holy PauU Such the experience of sunts in all ages. But, 
thanks be tp our God, though ever so deeply distressed and greatly 
depressed with sin, we sorrow not as without hope* We are not 
ignorant of our deliverer,. but know him, even Jesus Christ* None 
but Jesus is able; and he hath, he doth, he will deliver* He hath 
delivered from the curse of sin by his death* He doth deliver the 
consdence from the guilt and dominion of sin through iaith* He 
will deliver the soul perfectly from the being of sin, when the body 
of flesh is ^ sown in dishonor, to be raised in glory*" The last enemyt 
death, is not destroyed yet. None are so perfectly exempt from 
ih^l which brought death into the world, siv* But present deliverer 
ance thiDU hast, O believer! and perfect deliverance thou canst ncit 
but. pant after and long for* 

Think not, that feeling a body of sin, (which, like thy natural 
body, ccmsisto of many parts and members,) groaning under it, iiH 
wardly breathing out ardent desires for deliverance, inscribing 
■^ wretched man" upon thyself, like a criminal who is compelled ie» 
cairry about a dead, putrified, stinking carcase; think not all this 
to be; inconsistent with a blessed state, and being blessed ^^ with all 
s^ritual Uessings in Christ Jesus*" No: thou art not singular; it 
was once the lot of all thy brethren now perfect in glory* It is the 
lot of all thy companions in the Euth and patience of Jesus on eiuth* 
When Paul, in such spiritual ecstacy and joy, was caught up to the 
..third heavens, he did not know whether he was in the body or notf 
..he might then think he was entirely freed from his burden, that he 
. was perfect ; but a little time after, experience convinced him to ih€ 
OMitrary ; and we find him *^ as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing*"***; 
3 Corw vi. 10* Blessed be our compassionate Sanour, who reaches 
out reviving cordials of consolation and refreshment ; these cheer onf 
.tirooping spirits under our burden; this favor no kind hand adminis* 
tered to him, when worn out and sinking under the ponderous load 
of our sins on the cross* O the joy of fiuth i Sin, though felt, griev- 
ed fior^ mourned over; yet ^^ there is ko covnxMVATioXr to them 
thfiX are in Christ Jesus* '%—Rdm* viii* 1* 
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C€tst thy burden uj)on the Lord^ and he shall sustain ikee: 
he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved... JPsabn 
Iv. 22. 

The BCftaly having lost its ■ innocency by the sin of the first 
Adam, can never be happy till it knows righteousness is restored t# 
it again by Jesus, the second Adam* Sensible unners wottld he 
truly miserable when they see their nakedness and feel their wailt 
of righteousness, was not righteousness revealed as God's unspeakS 
able gift by Jesus Christ* By him a glorious robe of righteousnesa 
is wrought out and imputed to naked and destitute sinners* Grace 
reigns through his righteousness* All the mercy and favor we receive 
from God is in a way of righteousness* We enjoy the knowledge and 
comfort that we are righteous before God through faith* If this 
jKHnt is not clear and settled in the mind, it is because the clouds of 
ignorance and unbelief are not chaced away ; the sun of righteousf^ 
ness-hath not yet arose upon such hearts; therefore, they. are per* 
plexed and distressed touching the hope of salvation* For this is the 
essential and leading point in Christianity* We may toil, all the daya 
9f our life to get righteousness, but we shall go .to bed in the daHi 
without it, unless we are made righteous In Christ* Infinite are tto 
blessings, most precious the promises which aboimd.in G[Od> wprd 
to the RiGHTKous* When we read of the righteous in scriptui^ we 
are ever to remember Jesus, and give glory to him who is our righ- 
teousness by faith* 

God ^^ will nevier suffer the righteous to be moved from tlleir hc^*'* 
There is also a holy boldness and sweet familiarity between a riglh* 
teous Lord and such righteous souls* As he. has clothed them >rith 
the garments of salvation, ^jthey have alwi^^ a sympathizing friend 
in their hours of trouble to> iiee to* This is the hope that suppcHtSr 
them; Jesus will support: their weak souls and sustain their heavjf 
burdens ; they cannot sink though they may be often ready to fiaint*: 
But why is this? Truly we are apt to struggle with this difficulty, 
and toil with the other load upon our poor minds, instead of casting, 
all upon Jesus who caretli for us* Sense opposeth &ith» hence- 
Jesus is forgotten, and the mind remains troubled* But here is the. 
wisdom Mid glcny of faith ; whenever we feel our souls are bowed, 
down on any account, to refer ^1 our griefs and cast or roR all our 
burdens off from our own minds upon Jesus, and simply to cjry oaU 
with Hezekiah, ^^OL^rd, I am oppressed; undertake for in^ "•«••. 
Isa* xxxyiii* 14* 

' But I with all my cares, His arm shall well sustain 

Will lean Hpoa the Lord ; The children of his love | [stands - 

. I'll cast my bardens pn his arm, The ground on which their safety 

And rest upon bis word« No earthly pow'r can move» 
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\hpnss toward the mark^ for the prize of the high calling 
:\' '^Cod in Christ Jesus. ...Phil. iii. 14. . 

Br efTectual vocation the toul is called from a death in tin' to a 
life of Tighteonsness. By spiritual illumination the most desirable 
^Db|ectr ane discerned ; ' the faith of God's elect manifests itself to be 
10) operative grace in the heart hj the conduct of the life* Blessed 
9mxAj though such a zealous champion for sovereign operations and 
iff^e^grace truths, though so averse to the pride of free-will and the cbo- 
ifideilce of human righteousness in his writing and preaching, yet his 
IMc and eichortations are equally opposite to all licentious practices 
4ubd xmchristian sloth ; he had a race to run, a prize to win, the end of 
liu calling to attain. Thus is it with all who are partakers of like 
firecious &ith ; folding the hands, sitting down contented, resting 
in case and indolence, may suffice when doctrines are only received 
•s notions in the head. Truth may be assented to in the judgment 
as dry speculations, so as to engage the tongue, without warming 
tnd influencing the heart, and producing the fruits of holiness in the 
life* If sitting still and talking, or talking contrary to the hope of 
Ae gospel, be to imitate the apostle's blessed ccmduct, followers of 
him abound greatly tv&ry where ; but the truth received in the love 
•f it excites to activity* 

Says the christian,^ I press forward," like a racer who considers 
the mark before him, turns his back upon the place he set out from, 
and is solicitous so to run that he may obtain the prize* Jesus is the 
christian's' mark, he presses towards him, he is solicitous to enjoy 
much of Christ below, he longs for full enjoyment of him above; 
this is our glorious high calling* What can be put in competition 
with it? the world, with all its sinful customs, vain pleasures, and 
imiiia] delights ? No ; we fimiake these, and leave them behind us« 
We fear being entangled with the objects of time and sense, pre&r* 
iiig Jesus above all* Earthly things grow more and more mean and 
contemptible to us* The more We see our all in Jesus, and expect 
at! filmi him, so much the more we press towards him* Hence 
means of grace are prized, ordinances attended to, Christ's word is? 
pvedous, the prize is glorious* Thou man of €vod| ever exercise a 
god!y jealousy of being brought into bondage to the world or the 
fiesh* Remember how unloving, how dishonorable thou actest* 
when any object engages thy att^tion and rivals thy Saviour. ** So 
run that you may obtain." \ 

How' vain are all thing^ here below ! Dear Saviour, let thy beauties be 

How false and jet how fair 1 Mj soul's eternal food; 

Eaek pleasure hath its poison too, And grace command my heart away ' 

And ev'ry tweet a snare. Fcom all areatedfood. 



Jf amf man love the world, the looe <ff the Father is neihi 
hm....\John\u 15.. 

Tm% voice of carnal reason criea, ^ God hath created passiona 
urithin us, therefore gratify them*" At this bar^ inconsistency i$ 
pronounced upon scriptura; hot the voice of inspiration procbuma^ 
^ The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, are 
iiot of the Father ;" therefore teaches, crucify them* Let no dis^ 
ciple of Jesus think this a hard saying. Nay, but the soul can find 
no happiness but in the love of God. If other objects attract our 
affections to seek happiness in them, as they stand in competitioo 
with, so they will keep us from the sense of the loveof God; whera 
the treasure is, there will the heart be. When the love of God lives 
in theheart the love of the vorld diea. If the love of the world gains 
the affections the love of the Father subsides* We can no more k>va 
tw<> such contrary objects with a siqureme love than we can exi«t m 
time and eternity, in heaven and on earth at one and. the same time ; 
one will necessarily give place to the. other in eiq)erience and enjoyt 
mait. The carnal gratifications of the flesh, vain indulgences of 
pleanng the eye, with whatever promotes the pride of nature; the 
riches, pleasures, honors of this perishing world, are all contrary to 
the love of God in the heart, which is the essence of all true holiness 
and real hapfMneaa. These things war against the souk Alas ! awful 
instances we see of many professors being bewitched and enaoared 
by the enchanting allurements of the world to forsake Jesus and the 
hope of the gospel. Melancholy complaint of St. Panl: ^'Demaa 
hath forsaken me, having loved this present world."*...^ Tim. iv« lOv 
Saints are delivered fcom this evil world; they are redeemed from 9 
vain conversation by Jesus: tliey are forbid by his Spirit to be conf 
formed to the worid* 0> it is a bleased thing to ifie to the woiU 
before we die in it. The men of this wodd are dedarad enemies la 
God's children; it ia our wisdom ever to be on our guard against 
them ; though it is our duty to behave with all kindness and courteayt 
to do them all the good in our power^ 3ret let us bewane that they do 
nsnoharm* ^Gajn a man take fire in hia bosom, and not be burnt? "*«« 
Frov. vi. 2r» Ctoaaii^macy with carnal friends exposea tc^datigeri 
alhiringsmileafirom them ofiben wound deep where open of^poaitioai 
could dono haixa*. What is all the gain of the world to the happy: 
sense of God^lofe? Hewhobu3rs.afine suitof clothes> though ever 
so cheap, infected with the plague, hath no great bargain. . i 

The briglMtet things below the sky Our desiett joys and nearest friends, ! 

Give but a flattering light | The partners of our blood, 

IVe ikonid su^jMCt lomedaaitf nigh^ How they divide onr wav'ring^ mtndaj 

Where we poMSM d^hu And leave but half for God \ 
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Jhthe wOff of fkj/ judgments, O Lord, have xve waited far. 
thee : The desire qf our soul is to thy name, and to the 
.^ remembrance <lf thee... Jsa. xxvi. 8. 

Herein appears the wisdom and glory of our Lord. He hath 
l»idaiiied the.way ivherein his people should walk, as well as the 
9lid which they shall surely enjoy, salvation. Thus is it manifest, 
by perseverance in grace and holiness, that any sinner is effectually 
pdled to the knowledge of Jesus and salvation by him* 
' -Though in regeneration the carnality and corruption of our nature 
are not destroyed, yet by the word and Spirit the soul is possessed 
with a desire after Jesus, and the sweet remembrance of his name 
}» fixed in the heart; he is all their desire and all their sidvation ; 
they^ know and feel themselves to he poor and lost ; they at^ hummed 
in soul ; hope from every object but Christ is cut off. But yet tome 
eantiot speak bf such manifestations of joy and tokens of comfort 
ivhich others tell of. Hence they distress and disquiet their minds, 
are ready to question whether they have any true knowledge of love 
to, and interest in the Lord. But this is not right; for it is pldn 
fund evident, where there is a desire of soul to the name of Jesusj 
and a remembrance in the heart of his salvation, as onr only hope, 
this ariseth from a degree of knowledge and faith ; and love also in 
[»t>portion is drawn 6ut after precious Christ. Such will be found- 
waiting upon the Lord, for they see his grace. 

There is something in the name of Jesus that is attracting ; that 
m th^ nature of his work and salvation which suits their desperate 
state, and which they love to -hear of and wait for. The secret 
power of the Spirit inclines the heart in the way of God's judgments, 
in the ordinances of his house, in private duties, secret meditation 
and readmg, &c. Yea, though in distress and affliction, still they 
wait upon, yea wait for the Lord,- for more knowledge, stronger 
£nth, greater love. Therefore such who lightly esteem, yea speak 
contemptibly of such ^^ good desires," speak unadvisedly with their 
lips; they ^' make sad' the heart of the righteous, whom the Lord 
would not have made sad." Jesus doth not despise ^^ the day of 
small things/^ he loves the weakest lamb in his flock, he delights 
m the smallest work of his own Spirit, he doth not despise the least 
dmiie of the soul towards him, his laving heart will not <' break the 
bmised reed, nor quench the smoking flax, till he send forth judg<* 
ment unto victory." 

tyod is mine all-flafficient ^od, I bless thy grace, that e*er my soul 
^ My portion and my choice; Had one desire to thee. 

In him my .vast desires are fiird« No name so sweet whereon to hope, 
And all my pow'rs rejoice. As Jesus is tome. 

Vol. L D d 
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I amxvithyou^ saiih the Lord of hosts: AcCotdifigtotJie 
word that I covenatited xoith you when ye came out of 
Egypt ^ so my Spint remainelh among you : Fear ye not.... 
' Hag. ii. 4, 5. . '. 

When the Lord calls his people to great work, or grieTOOs 
sufferings, he animates them with strong consolations ; for as thdr 
day is, their strength shall be* ^This passage* shines bright, a» it 
manifests the most comforting views and clearest discoveries of 
covenant-grace and love to saints of old, engaged in a very arduous 
work of Jehovah. " Whatever things were written aforetime, were 
written for our learning, that we might have hope.".«..Rom. xv. 4. 
Our hope is established and strengthened throtkgh patience and 
comfort of the scriptures ; and as they encourage our hope, they 
also forbid our fears; as if salvation was precarious and uncertain, as 
though the foundation of hope rested upon conditions we fulfil to 
secure it. Blessed be God faith hath a surer anchor-hold, even the 
word, the covenant, the oath of Jehovah, Father, Soi^, and Spirit. 
The knowledge of this, under all the discouraging views of nature 
and sense, lifts the believer above himself, and makes him triumph 
in the everlasting, unchangeable love and sovereign grace of the 
glorious trinity. So children of God in every age feed upon one 
and the same bread of life, Jesus. He is the Logos, the word, 
with whom the Father covenanted for sinners. According to this, 
the love of the Father is towards us, even while we are in our natural 
state, in Egyptian bondage ; yea the love of the Lord of hosts is the 
cause of our deliverance from it, and conversion to his blessed self; 
so also his Spirit remaineth with us. By his sweet agency and 
power our blind eyes are enlightened to see the glory and suitable- 
ness of Jesus, our deaf ears opened to hear the loving voice of this 
dear charmer^ and an understanding hftart is given us to disclaim 
all other hope, and to know and choose Jesus, believe in and love 
him as our only precious Saviour. What blessed confidence is this ! 
We are exhorted to " hold it fast." " Fear ye not," saith the 
Lord, " I am ever with you.'* Fear and distrust are most unreason- 
able ; pride and self-glorying most abominable ; sin and disobedience 
most hateful ; love, humility, and gratitude, most powerfully operate 
upon such highly-favored hearts. Hence faith in a covenant God, 
and his loving declarations, ever excite the most generous expressions 
from the heart. '^ What shall I render umo the Lord for all his 
benefits towards me! Thou hast delivered my soul from deathi 
mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. I will walk before 
the Lord in the land of the living* "••••Psdm cxvi. 89 9> 12. 
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3fheSjfup'it itself beareth witness with our spirit^ that zee arc 
\: the children, of God.... Rom. viii. 16. 

These wdrds dropt not from the pen of a saint in a state of sin- 
less perfection ; nor is this invaluable privilege, this heavenly bles- 
Btngf peculiar to the experience of Paul the apostle, but to Paul, 
iesf than 'Hhe least of all saints, and chief of all sinners," as he 
CQofesseth himself to be* It hath been enjoyed by poor sinners, 
jthrough faith in Jesus, in all ages; it is the common privilege of all 
chriBtians* We ipay well cry out in astonishment with Solomon, 
^But will God in very deed dwell with men on the earth? Behold 
heaven, and the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee.*'....3 Chron. 
.HI* 19* Amazing condescension! ^' Lord what is man, sinful, hell- 
deserving man, that thou shouldest thus vidt hiny* with thy com- 
finting presence! Delightful to think of. There is a sweet relation 
'jmbsists between the high and lofty one and wretched miserable 
luimers* In Jesus they both unite. The fulness of the godhead^ 
asd the misery and curse of the manhood state of hb people 
meet in him. From the head Jesus, the Spirit proceedis^ ami like the 
ifiU on Aaron's head descends to all the members* To their spirits 
he bears witness, agreeable to the word of truth, of their covenant^ 
fetation as children, adopted sons of God by &ith in Jesus Christ. 
Let.no believing soul be distressed or deluded by the deceiving of 
Dtbers, so as to expect a vision, manifestation, or revelation that 
may^* be seen, heard, or felt by the outward senses* No ; the- Spirit 
.bears witness to our spirits, not to our setises ! even as the law bears 
witness to the conscience that we are sinnersj s»d works wrath 
there ; so the blessed Spirit bears an inward witness to the mind, 
that we are the righteous children of God, by fkith in Christ Jesus^; 
that ^ he died for our sins and rose again for our justification ;*' that 
in him we are chosen, beloved, accepted, justified, pardoned, and 

'Shall be glorified with him* Thu& saitli Jesus, '< He shall glorify 
me, for he shall receive of imne, and shall shew it unto you."*..* 

"Johnxvi* 14* 

See, 'O believer, the riches of covenant-grace ! Admire and adore 

• th^ wonderful love of the trinity ! Hast thou received the witness of 

■ the Spirit of Jesus in the word through faith ^ Happy, highly favored 
art thou among men* Art thou watting^ and longing fM* the promise 
of the Father? the joyful testimony and assurance of the Spirit to 

- thy heart that thou art his child? It is sure ; not because of any good 
thing naturally found in thee, but because Jesus intercedes before 

'the throne* Thesefbre thou may est pray in the assurance of faith, 
having this promise ta all the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus, " Your heavenly Father will give his Holy Spirit to them that 
ask him*''****Luke xi* 13» 
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And yet for all that, when they be in the land of their ene^ 
miesj I ivillnot cast them away, neither zvill I abhor 
them, to destroy them utterly, and to break my covejiant 

. xvith them ifor I am the Lord their God. . . .Lev. xxvi . 4'4': 

Can any child of God read his Father's awful threatenings in 
this chapter, and think light of sin? Can he count it a small thing 
to walk contnuy. to God's revealed mind and will? Indeedc^e would 
think it imposadble ; nor can we hardly believe any one who has 
known the true grace of God could read this verse and ever dare 
open his mouth and shoot his arrows of bitter words against the doc- 
trines of everlasting, electing love, sovereign grace, and the certain 
salvation of every redeemed soul* But alas! when the mouth- of 
proud man is not held in by the bridle of humility, what awful, what 
horrid speeches will he dare to utter, even against the plain and 
express declarations of Jehovah himself! The rank weeds of natural 
notions are offensive to gracious souls. Pride, unbelief, and corrupt 
reason, mutually strengthen each other in carnal hearts, in enmity 
and opposition to free-grace truths. But what is a bone of contention 
to such, is wholesome comfortable food to self-emptied and humble 
souls, through the ^th of Jesus. 

To every self-abased soul, who has no hope but in the word of the 
Lord, noconfidence.butinthe covenant-love of Jesus our Mediator, 
the Lord our God speaks thus comfortably ; '< Though in the land,*' 
yea as thou often fearest, in the hand and under the power of thine 
enemy, O hear and rejoice ! thy Lord saith, '*' I will not cast away^ 
abhor, utterly destroy." .Though thou hast broken the covenant, yet 
Godwin not. It is firm as the mountains; unshaken as the rocks« 
God will visit for sin, chastise for provocations, correct for backslid** 
ing. All this i^ covenant-love; but to cast away his children he will 
not: to abhor them he cannot; to destroy and punish them in hell is 
contrary to his truth, his justice, his promise, his oath, his covetianti 
jestablished in love, and. ratified* by the blood of Jesus, his Son, our 
Saviour. What tongue saith. Is it so? Come then, let us sin with 
an high hand ! Poor soul, thy speech bewrayeth thee. The sound 
of grace has only reached thine ear; but where it is known and felt 
in the heart, it speaks otherwise. God's freej loving, absolute decla« 
rations attract to love and obedience. The grace of God that brings 
salvation, teaches to deny all ungodliness, &c«..Tit. ii. 1 1 , 1 2. . 

The promise of my Father's love To this dear cor'nant of thy word . . 

Shall stand for ever good : I set my worthless name ; 

He said, and gave hit soul to death, I seal th* engagement to my Lord, -' 

And seal'd the grace with blood. And make my hnmble claim. 
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Tketf shall put you out of the synagogues... John xvi. 2. 

So it must be in all ages. The scriptures cannot be broken. 
But what are the crimes of the ministers of Jesus, to deserve such 
usage ^ Is it for a life of intemperance and lewdness, of sin and folly, 
b frequenting play-houses, card-tables, routs, assemblies, horse- 
racing f See. No; friends of the Lamb have done with all such vain 
paltry matter. Their hearts feed upon infinitely higher delights, 
and their time is too precious to be devoted to sacrifice upon the 
altars of heathenish v:anities. For these things they might gain no 
censure, but keep their places in the synagogues, and their characters 
in the world as good, honest, orthodox preachers, and stand free from 
the charge of mopish, dreaming enthusiasts; chief priests themselves 
bdng judges. 

But they stand arraigned of crimes of the highest nature, even of 
inverting the very order of things ; " turning the world upside down ;" 
^' preaching one Jeaus who was hanged upon a tree,".... Acts x. 39...* 
as the sinner's only hope and salvation. That hence glory is given to 
God in the highest ; peace on earth, and good-will to men is pro- 
claimed:... .that the whole of salvation is of God's free grace and 
unmerited love. From this charge faithful ministers of Christ will 
not desire to be acquitted. Love to their precious master, to his 
blessed truth, to his dear people, inspires them with boldness. It is 
the highest honor, the greatest glory Jesus puts upon them, when they 
^vh called to suffer for this. " Yea, saith our Lord, the time cometh, 
that whosoever killeth you, will think he doth God service." Zea! 
for God is a pretence for persecution. But what is our Lord's rea- 
txxkl "These things will they do unto you, because they have not 
KSOWN THE FATHER NOR ME." But he obscrvcd that on hearing 
these things, sorrow filled his disciples hearts. Sympathizing Lord! 
he instantly gives them a promise....of what? Power to call fire from 
heaven to destroy their adversaries? No; quite the reverse; of a 
blessed^ inward comforter, the dove. He was to teach them to act 
with meekness, and in patience to possess their souls. See the 
3pirit*s influence in the conduct of Peter and John, and their courage 
»nd constancy in the cause ef their dear master.... Acts iv. Their 
yery enemies, who commanded them not to preach in the name of 
Jesus, saw their boldness with wonder, and were silenced with their 
reasoning. Admire and imitate, O ye suffering servants of a once 
suffering Lord. " How forcible are right words l"....Job vi. 25. How 
prevailing is a meek spirit I Peter and John said, " Whether it be 
right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, 
judge yel" " And the apostles departed from the council, rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name."..- 
Acts V. 4 1* 
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For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain tite whtHi 
tvorld and lose his axon soul f Or what shall a mufigive 
in exchange for his soul ?....Mark viii. 36, 37. 

Hast thou heard the voice of thy beloved? art thou. a willing^ 
disciple of a despised master? But does the flesh shrink from^ uiUTn 
mup and reason against taking up the cross daily, ^' and suffering thft 
loss of all things ?" Listen, O soul, to the reasonings of wisaojc* 
Though the followers of the Lamb are counted fools and madmeiif .yet 
their dear master here teaches them such reasoning and argiini^ii;^ 
drawn from the nature and fitness of things, as will in a dying bouif 
and at the judgment-day, silence the tongue of every advertairy» 
Ever use thy master's weapon* Reason daily, O, chnstian, upoa 
thy spiritual gain, by the knowledge of Jesus* Study to look .>wil(b 
contempt upon thy trifling worldly loss* What is all the wisdpni of 
this world but folly ? the righteousness of the whole world, but filthy 
ragsi the hopes of a fallen world, but miserable delusion? the. plea- 
sures of a gay world, but vanity ? the riches of the world, but deceit- 
fulness? the honors of the world, but an empty sound? All these^ 
though possessed and enjoyed, cannot profit the soul* 

Nay, rather like Job's friends, they often only prove .miserable 
comforters, distress the mind, but can never bring comfort to the 
soul* Though often set by the enemy before our eyes in the most 
conspicuous view and advantageous light,- as satan tempted our Locd; 
yet, is there any comparison between an eternal gain and a temporal 
loss? Verily, one moment's communion with Jesus by iaithyinfi- 
nitely transcends a whole life of threescore years and ten, spent .ia 
all the glory and happiness this whole world can yield* O, this one 
word, ^^ thou fool, this hour thy soul is required of thee," is a death<« 
stroke to all worldly enjoyments* 

What then can be placed in competition with an " exceeding and 
an eternal weight of glory?" How great is the worth of the souli U 
is immortal* How rich the love of God ! it is everlasting* Heif 
transcendent the love of Jesus ! it passeth knowledge* How smta^ 
the grace of the Holy Ghost! it proceeds from both* It is thnmgh 
his power any poor sinner is able to say, '^ What things wm^ gain 
to me, -those I count loss for Christ* Yea, doubtless ; and I comit "^ 
M things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Je$i)» 
my Lord; for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and^souQt 
them dung, that I may win Christ and be found in him," &c^.PbUf 
iiii 7, 8, 9. 

When I survey the wondVous cross Were the whole realm of nature minci 

On which the Prince of glory dy'd, That were a present far too small j 

My richest gain I count bnt loss, Love so ama^zing, so. divine, 

And pour contempt on all beside, Demands my soul, wy life^ my ittt. • 
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God forbid that I should glory y save in the cross of our 
• Lard Jesus Christ,, by ivhom the icorld is crucified unto 
mCy and I unto the world.... Gal, vi. 14. 

"■' Sat AX is very busy to hinder the christian's glorying in Jesus 
oiTLY* - As an adversary to the truth, he objects, by the men of die 
ii^rldy and it is frequently suggested to the believer's mind, " Jesus 
is 'ever uppermost in your heart and tongue ; you ascribe no glory 
to God the Father, and to the holy Spirit." But this is vain and 
ignorant; for in our crucified Jesus we behold the great love of the 
Father* Our^lorying in the cross of Christ alone, is by the grace 
atid teaching of the Holy Spirit, whose office it is to testify of Jesus 
<>^LT, and of salvation by none other ; so saith our I^rd, ^ He shall 
gioiify me ; for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto 
ydu.*'«««*John xvi. 14. 

God forbid that any man upon earth, all the devils in hell, all the 
hifts in our nature, or unbelief of our hearts, should corrupt our 
minds from the simplicity ef Christ, or prevent our glorying in our 
ever dear, ever lovely Jesus of Nazareth ; for he hung on the ac- 
cursed tree, with all our guilt, and sin, and shame, in his naked^ 
exposed body. Was he ashamed to own our vile characters, or love 
our sinful persons? No: shall we be ashamed to own and confess 
his innocent person, his glorious name, his gracious words, his ac- 
cursed death, his perfect salvation ? Surely then the very stones in the 
sti^t w^ould cry out against us* And Jesus says, ^' whosoever shall 
be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful gene- 
ration, of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when He cometh 
in the glory of his Father with the holy angel8."....Mark viii. SS. To 
expect salvation from no other, and all salvation from this man Jesus, 
this fellow, this malefactor, as the Jews accounted him, as suffer- 
ing, dying on the cross, a gibbet, a gallows ; this is the very essence 
of the gospel, the glory of God's grace, the wonder of angels, and 
the envy of devils ; this is the only hope of a poor humble sinner, 
and the triumph of faith. 

- Who can fully describe the blessedness of Jesus-glorifying souls ! 
A% -they find and feel new life from his cross, they experience a 
cniclfixion and death to all legal hopes and vain confidence, which a 
lelf-righteous world glory in. From the cross of Jesus they view 
the -world with all its pomps and pleasures, riches and honors, glory 
and happiness, as , accursed, sentenced and devoted to destruction. 
Therefore, as crucified persons by the faith of Jesus, we die daily 
to the world. ^' Christ is our life. "—.Col. iii. 4. 

Our faith adores thj bleeding^ love, Let the vain world pronounce it shame. 

And trusts for life in one that dy 'd; And flings their scandals on the cause ) 

We hope for heavenly cr^- * abovCi We come to boast our Saviour's name. 

Frofn a Redeemer cruci^ '^ And make qur triumphs in his cross. 
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Jnd I will bring the third part through thtfire^ and ivHt 
refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gpld 
is tried : they shall call on my name, and I xcill hear 
them : I will say it is my people; and they shall say, the 
Lord is my God,..,Zech. xiii. 9. \ . .- :■ \ 

O, GIVE me comforts or I die, saith the soul! for surely was Iji 
child of God, I should not be thus tried, afflicted, and distressed^ 
l^ay, saith the Saviour, " ye know not what ye ask." Dos^ thpii 
forget the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children?, 
i' My son despise not thou the chastenuig of the Lord, nor ikin^ 
when thou art rebuked of him«"«—Heb* xii. 5. Did I bid tlicje. 
believe on me? Believe also my v^ords: " it is through much tribu- 
lation thou must enter my kingdom."....Acts xiv. 22. This profitable, 
lesson, though grievous to the iiesh, must be learned* Like Peter, 
ipre pray to be excused being washed by our Lord* But we consider 
not his love, nor our own advantage. " If I wash thee not, thou, 
hast no part with me," saith Jesus. ^' If ye are without chastifle- 
ment, then are ye bastards and not sons." ^^ I will bring thee 
through the fire; I will refine thee; I will try thee." Why I 
Because thou art not reprobate silver, nor counterfeit metal; there- 
fore I WILL take pains with thee. " I will purge away thy dross 
and thy sin, and purify thee in the furnace." Verily, thy graces shall 
shine brighter, thy faith grow stronger, thy love bum more Eervent, 
and thy obedience be more cheerful. Therefore ^^ I chasten whom 
I love," saith the Lord. 

Nothing can reconcile souls to afHictive allotments, but lopking 
on them as covenant-dispensations* The loving Father's promise in 
the beloved childrens' portion. ^^ I will never turn away from them 
to do them gOQd."....Jer. xxxii. 40. Such is the covenant-love of our. 
covenant God. Here faith fixes its hold, and waits the promised bles^ 
sing. Though saints desire to be passive, yet they cannot be silent; 
^*for they shall call on my name," even the name above all .other 
names, Jesus the precious Saviour. Saith the Lord, " I will not cnly 
hear, but answer." " It is I," saith Jesus to the terrified disdplcs, 
" be not afraid." " It is my dear people that call," saith the Loidi 
As the affectionate mother knows the voice of her own dear child, 
she listens, she runs to its relief. So the Lord speaks with afifectiMi 
and love, " mt people." So souls reply in faith, with Thomas, 
MY Lord, my God, O, happy to live, not so much on comforts as 
on " the God of all comfort."....2 Cor. i. 3. 

Blest is the man thy hands chastise. But God will ne'er forsake his saints. 
And to his duty draw ; Nor his own promise break j 

Xhy scourges make thy children wise, He pardonk his inheritance 
Whea they forgetthy law. For their ^ttedceiper's sake. 

% 
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Jlfid Hazacl said. But what, is thy servant a dog, that he 
should do this great thing?. ..,2 Kings viii. 13. 

O9 THE treachery of the human heart! both scripture and expe- 
rience prove this melancholy truth, that it is ^' deceit^l above all 
things, and desperately wicked*" Who can fathom the depths of its 
^teceitsf who can understand the misery of iniquity which lies con- • 
cealed in the nature of sinful man? Alas! presumptuous confidence 
that ouf nature is not so totally corrupt and abominable, too, too oft 
dteoves and betrays even the children of God. This wretch HazaeU 
^o had premeditated rebellion and murder in his heart, yet starts 
it the prediction of these crimes which as yet had no real existence. 
DouGtless he thought Elisha judged very hard of him ; he could 
almost stare the prophet out of countenance; and, as though he 
charged him with degrading the dignity of his human nature, he 
demands whether he looked on him no better than an unclean beast, 
a fierce devouring dog, that he should commit such abominable 
'Wickedness? His very nature even shuddered at the very thoughts. 
Sut the history assures us ^' lust had conceived, and it brought forth 
tan ;" which ended in the murder of his royal master ! Hazael fully 
verified all the prophet's prediction. 

' Boast not of thyself, O christian ; say not, I am a converted man, a 
believer in Jesus, not an unclean wretch like this Hazael ; therefore 
I shall not fitll into that and the other sin. Be not high-minded, but 
fear* Thou standest not by thine own strength, but by faith. This 
grace ever leads out of self to its object, Christ. Flatter not thyself, 
that thy corrupt nature is in any-wise better than another ; know therie 
it no difference. Deceive not thyself with conceits of perfection in 
. the-fieshy or with the deluded dream, that the root of sin is entirely 
deaUoyed in thy nature. Ever remember, ^' that in the flesh dwells 
110 good thing;" that it is and ever will be prone to evil continually. 
Hajppy for thee that thou art new-bom, new-created in the spirit of 
^y mind. It is thy privilege to live under the influence of grace and 
loTC* But still thy fallen nature is ever the same, the old man is still 
atire; there is the tinder of corruption, which may take fire from 
' the de^'s sparks of temptation. What thou art least suspecting, 
'yea when thou art most confident of standing, thou mayest be in 
the greatest danger of falling. What thou fearest nor to-day, to- 
Qicurow may overcome thee. Think not more highly of thyself 
than thou oughtest to think. Be sober; watch unto prayer. "God 
reusteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble."....! Pet v. 5. 

Sin bath a thousand treacVrous arts, She pleads for all the joy she brings. 

To practise on the mind; [hearts, And gives a fair pretence ; 

With ^attVmg looks she tempts eur But cheats the soul of heav'nly thingi» 

Bat leaves a sting behind. Aod chains it down to sense. 

Vol. t Ec 
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L£t us run with patience the race set before us....Heb. xij. 1. 

A LIVELY faith begets a cheerful heart* A joyful hope makes a 
resigned soul. An humble mind produceth a patient spirit. So we 
run with pleasure our short race, " looking unto Jesus*" But afalft! 
shame to us, there is a sin which easily besets us and which drawb a 
a train of burdens and distresses along with it. Why are poor dis- 
ciples' minds harrassed by frequent murmuring^ and fmpatience I 
Why their tempera soured with evil passions, and they utter hasty, 
angry, unbecoming speeches? Verily, unbelief is the cause of all 
this. Their minds are clouded ; they do not see Jesus ^ they do-not 
consider Jesus as seeing them ; they do not look to Jesus for patience : 
hence satan gets an advantage over them : pride begets impatienoe of 
spirit. Then, with fretful Jonah they cry out, " I do well to be 
angry." 

Well, soul, and how do you find your mind after doing thus well? 
what is the frame of your soul after thus gratifying the wiU of the^ 
flesh, your proud self-will ? what hast thou gained hereby but dejec- 
tion of spirit and sorrow of heart? what hast thou lost? Eyen the 
comforting view of Jesus, and the sweet sense of peace t thus^ the 
feet are entangled in a snare ; and, instead of rumiing with patSittiee, 
we sit down in sorrow. Tossed by stormy winds, in a tempestiious 
ocean, the poor bark seems driven back many degrees from tke 
haven of rest and peace. So we suffer loss of patience by looking 
from Jesus to other objects. While our beloved is viewed, patience 
possesses the heart, the feet run witli delight the way of God's com- 
mandments, and we look forward with cheerful hope. Patience 
sweetens afRictions and improves exercises and trials. It keeps the 
heart from envy, the hand from revaige, the tongue from evil- 
speaking, and overcomes enemies without weapoas ; for it draws all 
its strength from Christ's love, the sweetness of his presence, and 
hope of his glory. A martyr tormented by infidels, was as4ed by 
way of reproach, what miracle his Christ had done ? He replied, you 
now behold one : he enables me to be^ your reproaches, and suffer 
your tortures with patience. I am not moved. Is not this a miracle 
worthy your notice? Whatever befals our souk is the wise allotment 
of our loving Father! We are exhorted to "run with patience," 
that we may not lie down in sorrow. The sun of consolation shall 
shine bright on our souls, while ^< we press forward towards the 
mark, for the prize of the high cailling of God in Christ Je8us.'\.- 
Phil. iii. 14. 

O let my thoughts be humble stilly The patient soul, the lowly mind 
And all my carriage mild. Enjoys a sweet reward ; 

Content, my Father, with thy will, l-ct saints in sorrow be resign'd. 
And quiet as a child. And trust a faithful Lord, 
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He that heliex^th on the Son of God, hath the icitness in 
himself.... \ John \. 10. 

Many of the weak Iambs of Jesus, are sadly perplexed in their 
naiada about the nature of faith. From the corruption of their hearts, 
the. workings of the enemy, unscriptural notions they have been 
taught, and opposings of unbelief to the weakness of their Cuith, 
they vtt often ready to question, nay, sometimes to conclude they 
have not ^^ the £uth of God's elect." Here is a certam rule to deter- 
sune by: thb, if clearly understood in the light of the Spirit, will 
satisfy and' comfort weak hearts. Mind, the apostle doth not say, 
he that believeth hath no sin, no doubts ; knows his sins are for- 
given, and has full assurance of his own salvation. No: ^^ but he 
hath the witness in himself." What is this but an inward testimony 
of what is outwardly revealed in the word? As the Spirit bears 
witness in the word to Jesus the incarnate Son of God, the only 

.true and all-sufficient Saviour of guilty, perishing sinners, so he, 
who thus believeth on the Son of God, hath this divine, satisfyingi 
experimental testimony brought into his mind and conscience by 

. the Holy Ghost. He hath an evidence in himself which neither 
meo nor devils can destroy. Though he finds and feels himself a 

. lost creature, a helpless sinner ; so weak that he can do nothing to 
save himself; so vile that his nature is at enmity against Jesus and 
his salvation; yet he believes the Son of God came to seek and to 
save such....that there is all salvation in him and in no other for such. 
Thus believing, he hath the witness or testimony of the love of the 
ever blessed trinity in the salvation of sinners in his heart. The 
love iof the Father in the gift of his Son ; the love of Jesus in coming 
to save, and the love of the Spirit in testifying to this in the word, 
and by the &ith of it in his heart. 

Happy would it be for poor sinners, if instead of poring over 
themselves, they looked more steadily to the work of Jesus ; consi- 
dered more constantly the fulness of his redemption, the freeness of 

- Ihs sidvation, and regarded the outward witness to the truth in the 
word* Faith in this would bring comfort to the heart ; so would 
thei^r doubts and fears vanish; the fruits of faith more evidently 

-appear; and their minds, in God's own time, would be fully 
satisfied about their own interest in Jesus, and the knowledge of for- 

. giveness of their sins by the witness of the Holy Spirit through faith : 
fin* fidth in the Son of God, above all other things hath the pre- 
eminence. If the soul is filled with peace and joy, it is in believing; 
if with assurance of pardon of sins, it is through faith in Jesus; if 
sealed with the Spirit, it is in believing. " And this is the victory 
that overcometh the worlds even our faith.".... 1 John v. 4. 
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I fear ^ lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eva- 
through his subtilty, so your mitids should be corrupted 
from the simplicity that is in Christ.. ..2 Cor, xi. 3. . 

By a godly fear in the heart, the Lord keeps his people fron 
totall/ departing from him* But there is ev^er danger from ^tan, 
^m men, yea and from brethren too, of our minds being cormptod 
and beguiled, so as to suffer the loss of that singleness of eye and 
simplicity of heart towards our dear Saviour, by which the ao^ U 
only kept happy. If the Lord's prophet had been more jealous over 
himself, and more simple to his master's voice, the fiur speech of 
his brother had not betrayed him to disobedience and deaths by the 
mouth of the lion....See 1 Kings xiii* 24. 

' Could satan so beguile Eve as to make her an instrument of death 
to herself, to the dear partner of her life, and to all their posterity I 
O disciples, '^ take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and trust ye 
not in any brother, for every brother will utterly supplant, and 
every neighbour will walk with s]anders."»«.Jer» ix« 4* - But hoif 
comes tM this? Alas I because ^^ they are not valiant for the truth upon 
the earth,"..»«verse 3. Satan's subtil ty hath robbed them of Christ's 
simplicity. The abiding, comforting presence, the sweet feUowalup 
of Jesus are obscured to their mind. Jesus is not sin^ily and caor 
stantly lived upon. The living actings of faith, the constant outgo- 
ings of the soul, the continual looking to, and daily hanging upon 
Jesus for salvation from hour to hour, is not enjoyed in- the heart* 
Corrupted minds grow clouded* Hence they lose sight of our 
beloved friend ; sweet simplicity departs, and other objects too oft 
become the subjects of converse and meditation. This is an infec- 
tious disorder; it rages amcmg the children of God; it is easily 
catched ; simple faith in Jesus is bewildered by perplexing notions ; 
iove to Jesus grows cold by keeping at a distance from him ; and 
once humble, simple hearts get into doubting-castle* Satan cries^ 
" There, there, so would I have it." Though Jesus will nevoe 
forsake them, yet he suffers their own folly to correct them* By 
their smarting he teaches them to be wiser. Chaste virgins itre 
jealous over their eyes, their tongues, and hearts, lest they give 
encouragement to unlawful love* We are equally to be on our 
guard against the corrupt principles of proud self-righteous Pharisees, 
as against the licentious principles of Antinomians* Both draw 
from the simplicity that is in Christ. The light of the body is the 
eye ; « if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full 
of light* "....Matt, vi* 22* 

Satan appeals almost divine. Fly from the false deceiver's tongnet 

Like inndcence and love % Ye sons 6f Adam, fly \ 

But the old serpent larks withi% Onir parenu found the snate too strongt 

When he assumes the dove. Kor should the chiUrcn try. 
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Smctify the Lord Gvd in your hearts : Be ready aboays to 

gvoe an answer to every man thai asketh you a reason of 

the hope that is ifiyou, with meekness and f ear.... \ Pet. 
••• 

Wbsv the Lord -Jesus is the glory of the soul, it is the soul'i 
gibMry to sanctify him, and him only. How joyful to have one's 
keart detached from every other object and hope^ and its whole 
del^t to glorify our Saviour 1 How ravishing tg dwell or the Won«i 
den of his love, the riches of his grace, the greatness of his suffer- 
inga, the fulness of his redemption, the perfection of his righteous* 
nessi the prevalency of his intercession, and idl issuing in the eternal 
life of such vile sinful wretches as we are ! Verily, under such viewsy 
moat cheerfully does the believer sanctify the Lord Immanuel in his 
heart. Hence, how powerful is his soul animated with holy bold- 
ness ag^ainst the fear of roan ! Yea, inflamed with love to the truths 
liow ready to give a reason of his hope I Perhaps, through the 
warmth of his zeal, and the heat of his affections, he does not always 
act msely herein ; but does what he is forbid by his Lord, '^ casts his 
pearls before swine." Hence he finds, as they were ignorant of the 
worth of his jewels, they turn upon him with wrath. The apostle 
seems io guard against this* 

. Christian, thou art to be always ready to answer, and to give a 
reason of thy hope. But to whom ? Every man that asks with meek- 
ness and fear : meek to receive instruction ; fear of error ; and desires 
to know the truth as it is in Jesus. As the christian has freely 
received, so it is his delight freely to give to others. He hopes the 
L^ord may make him the happy instrument of conviction, conversion, 
and edification to other souls. Far is it from the nature of a chris- 
tian ^' to eat his morsel alone." He is to imitate the meekness of 
the lamb in his temper. The boldness of the lion is to accompany 
.his ccHicem for God's glory and the cause of his truth. Meek in 
speech, but not with timid fear to answer. When God's truth is 
the subject, the strongest confidence and the greatest courage are 
our glory. What is thy hope, O christian? Is it any other than 
*< God's mystery, Christ in you, the hope of glory ?"..«.CoL i. 27. 
-Dost thou see such infinite charms, such inestimable glory in that 
despised Jesus, who was hanged upon a tree as an accursed malefiic- 
tor? that he is the only hope of thy soul? the only glory of thy 
lieart? O, blessed, highly favored art thou! Is it not thy joy to say, 
<^ Come and hear, all yc that fear Goo, and I will declare what he 
hath done for my soul? "....Psalm Ixvi. 16. 

Let the vain world pronounce its shame, With joy we tell the scoffing age. 
And fling their scandals on our cause; He that was dead has left the tomb ; 
We glory in our Saviour's name, He lives above their utmost rage. 

And make our triumphs in his cross. And we are waiting till he come. 
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Ortnt peace have theif tvhich hoe thy law : and nothing shaU 
qffhid them. ...Psalm cxix. 165. 

All inward peace and tranquility of mind arise from the know- 
ledge and love of the law of the Lord. But hath not the apostle told 
Qs, "the law worketh wrath? "..••Rom. iv. 15. Have not bdievers 
experienced a sense of wrath in the conscience^ through ^ the kiKMr- 
ledge of SIB by the law?" Yes, verily. But this law, the moral l«r, 
is subservient totha everlasting law pf love, the eternal covenant of 
grace and peace ; therefore in time " it was added because of tram^ 
gresmons, till the seed should come to whom the promise was madef* 
even Jesus, the seed of the woman, in whom the law of peace am! 
salvation centered; of whom the ceremonial law was a shadow; and 
by whose holy life, the iqpral law received perfect obedience to all 
its demands, and a full sadsfi&ction for all its cui*ses and penalties b)r 
his nn-Atoning sacrifice. * 

This eternal law, or purpose of God, vras manifested by promiie 
from Jehovah himself to the sin-convicted pair immediately after 
their fell ; and confirmed again both by promise and oath to Abndiailft 
and his seed, which is Christ. " This law or covenant that ilras 
confirmed before of God in Christ, the law which was four hundred 
and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should msdce -^e 
promise of none e{rect."....Gal. iii. 17. No; this law of life, by 
promise, is " sure to all the seed." It is immutable, it istmchieufge* 
able, therefore not one of them can perish. Hence this law of sal- 
tation is the delight of believers. They have great peace fwm it. 
For with Paul, they know "the spirit* of life in Christ Jesus haA 
made us free from the law of sin and death."....Rom. viii. 2. Hence 
tfi^ David they say, " O how love I thy law ! it is my meditati<»i 
rR the day." Though many things from within and without grieve 
and offend them, yet nothing from the law of grace and truth wiitch 
came by Jesus Christ shall. Christ is not " a stone of stumbling, 
and a rock of offence to them; they stumble not at the word of his 
grace." They arc not offended because it teacheth that salvation is 
all'of gmce, according to election, through the blood and rigirteous^ 
ness of Christ; apfdied to their souls in faith by the Holy Spirit. 
No ; all this is tJieir consolation and joy. The commands of Jesus* di^ 
not oUtnd them, they are all in love : " His commandments are not 
grievout."«.*.l Johnv. S. Thus, all their joy and rejoicing is M 
Christ Jesus only, while they confidently and comfortably hope for 
eternal life, by God's purpose and grace, according to the everlasting 
law of love, and his free gift by Jesus Christ..«.Rom. vi. 23. 



AUGUST 10. 235 

ne wisdom that is from above , is ^ first pure, then peace* 
able, Sfc*.. James iii. 17. 

True knowledge centers in this one point, nameljr, that Jesus 
iff our wisdom ; even as the sun is the only source of all light* From 
hence light is communicated to the earth freely* As that hath no 
power to influence the sun to shed forth its comforting beams of lightf 
•o neither are we able or Willing^ while in a state of un and folly, to 
exert any power Uf- procure wisdom* But unasked, unsought, 
unmerited; Jesus, who is emphatically stiled wisdom, came down 
from above, that wisdom might once more be f<iund In our nature. 
In hira most conspicuously shone forth every perfection of purity, 
peace, -g^tleness, Sec. 

This is our gospel to believe, that thus Jesus hath ^' abounded 
towards us in all wisdom "••••Eph. i. ft. So also it is the rich expe- 
rience of his members, that << out of his folness we all receive**' 
Hence we are made wise unto salvation, for we know, love, and 
approve of Jesus, as '^ made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sancti* 
fkfttioa, and redemption*" This b our chief glory, to glory in him, 
who is. our greatest glory : this our highest wisdom, to glory in him 
trho is our wisdom. 

Nature with all its powers is averse to this ; but wisdom seeks and 
^^)preheiids us ; causeth us to hear her voice, to be in love with her 
beauty ; or we should never have had so much as one desire after herw 
The cry after wisdom, is wisdom in the heart* A desire after Jesus, 
28 from Jesus being known to the soul. Thus Christ prevents oa; 
be first cometh firom above to us, then we soar frran beneatk 
towards him* 

This is the purity of true wisdom : it hath no xmxture with aof 
Ibing from beneath. All the human systems and canial schemet 
which the '^wise of this world" call religion, as well as the impuritf 
•C the fie^h, it tiuns from* It brings purity^ of affection to Jesus only^ 
like a chaste virgin who has but one object of love : it brings peace 
|o thee soul through the same object* Thus where Christ dwrileth 
ia tl^ heart by faith, that soul dwells in wisdom, and is united to 
yurvty and peace, &c* When the soul hath but once tasted this wis- 
dom that cometh firom above, there is an insatiable thirst after more ; 
that so from this uncorrupted fountain the pleasing streams of purity, 
peace, gentleness, mercy, and good fruits, maf incessantly flow* 
^Thus wisdom is .justified of all her children*"*-»Matt» xi« 19* 

Nature with open volum« standi Here, on thecrost 'tis fairest drawn 

To spread her Maker's praise abroad; In precious blood and crimson liatfi. 

And ev'ry labour of has hands O, the sweet wonders of that cross^ 

Shews something worthy of a God. Where God the Savionrlov'd anddy'd ! 

But in the grace that rescu'd man Her noblest life my Spirit draws 

His brightest form of glory shines s From his dear wounded bleeding side. 



V 
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Now J knoicthou fearest Gad, seeing Ihou hast not with- 
held thy son, thine only son from me... .Gen. xxii. 1 2. 

So spake Jesus to his friend of old. What ! did not God know 
that Abraham feared him before this? Doubtless he did. Bnt noif 
in the exercise of fedth and lore he approved himself to God. He 
gave fiill ^evidence that God's commandments are not grievous: that' 
it was his joy and delight to obey his God. Lord, give what thoa 
commandcst) and command what thou wilt, is the breathing of 
foithand love I Thus was the fiedth of Abraham justified by its fnuts* 
Seest thou how his faith wrought by his works ? And by works he 
gave full proof that he possest the fiedth of God's elect. Thus he 
obtained this glorious testimony to his own soul from the mouth of 
the Lord: ^ Now I know that thou fearest^God with a loving, filial 
fear. Thy &ith worketh by love: it has influenced thy heart to this 
eminent act of cheerful, unreserved obedience to me." His faith 
consulted not flesh and blood ; it surmounted carnal reason. The 
command of the Lord was the only rule of his conduct. He both 
sacrificed and enjoyed his Isaac* Thus saith Jesus to every believer, 
^ Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. "....John 
XV. 14. The Spirit of God, by St. James, stiles him a ^^ vain man,'* 
who thinks he may have faith destitute of works.... James ii. 20. 

It is the wisdom of a christian to know that his justification in the 
tight of God, through the blood and righteousness of Jesus, is << per- 
fect and entire, lacking nothing." This is received by faith only. 
But this belief cannot exist without its object, Jesus ; therefore it can* 
not be alone in the heart without love. Faith works by love, and 
love lives by &ith. This mward principle manifests itself by obedi- 
ence, as ui outward eiddence. Thus the believer's works ne mani- 
fest that they are wrought in God, and that the soul walks in the li^t 
of God's truth and love. But alas! it is an awful case amongst pro^ 
feasors, as Paul said on another occasion, <^Many are sick and weak 
among you, and many are fellen asleep," through the intoxicating 
draughts of the love of this world, and living after the flesh. Such' 
have no inward testimony that they please God. They jmssess hot 
joy and peace in believing. They give no outward evidence that fh^ 
are married to the Lamb, and live by feith on him. ^Exanune thy-/ 
self, O christian, whether thou art in the faith ; prove thy own 
sdf^ Knowest thou not thine own self, how that Jesus Christ is m 
thee, except thou be a repr6bate."....3 Cor. xiii. 5. 

Grace, like an unconrapted teed, Not by the terrors of a slave. 

Abides and reigns withini Do they perform his will; 

Immortal principles forbid But with the noblest powVs they have. 

The soas of God to sin. His vwect commands fulfil. 
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WAam h€ justified, them he also gbrified....Rom. viii. 30. 

What poor scanty thoughts do we too often entertdn of the 
love and beneficence of our covenant God ! At best our conceptions 
^e too contracted : we are straitened in oUr own bowels, while we 
have no cause to be straitened in the super-abounding grace of our 
Lord: we have little reason to borrow contracted thoughts of God's 
love from Egjrptian task-masters. Our own corrupt nature too, too 
4)fiben furnishes with carnal pleas and unbelieving suggestions, which 
.weaken our £uth, cool our love, damp our zeal, deject our spirits, 
and grieve our hearts* Simple hearts should have nothing to do but 
jMth the plain simple truths of God. Hath the Lord said it? He will 
also do it* Faith defies satan's power, and smiles at human con- 
tradictions. Though humbled souls lie low in self-abasement, yet 
their views are exalted to the highest confidence, by God's purposes, 
ideclarations, and promises in Christ Jesus* So they are established 
in the truth. 

All the blessings of grace and glory are sure to every believer; 

for all such are in Jesus beloved, justified and saved in the sight of 

God. So also in themselves, they are discharged from guilt, ab« 

solved from punishment, acquitted from the curse of the law. When 

the comforter brings the sweet knowledge of this to the conscience, 

then how do they triumph in Jesus! Satan cannot see this without 

envy* Then he stirs up all the powers of nature and corrupt reason 

to stop their glorying* Some miserable teachers are not aware 

.whom they serve, when they talk of Jesus' righteous, justified mem- 

l>er8 being consigned over to eternal damnation. Justification by 

fuXh is a fruit of electing love* All such as are chosen to salvation, 

they can never perish* Says St* Austin, <' If any of the elect perish, 

iGod is deceived; but God is not deceived, therefore none of the 

•elect can perish ; for the Lord knoweth who are his*" In Jesus they 

iiave a sure right and tide to glory. And the Lord the Spirit glorifies 

tBvery justified soul* The church, the King's daughter, he makes 

jdl-glorious within now* So each member hath a meetness for glory 

above*. ..The glory of God lies near the hearts of sanctified souls* 

The way of truth an4 the paths of holiness are their delight. Sane- 

tj<w»ft^i^t^ of the Spirit is inseparable from belief of the truth. Both 

spring. from the electing love of God the Father, and shall ttuo9t 

a3suredly issue in certain salvation of every happy subject. Thin if 

the challenge of Jesus: '^ Father, I will that those whom t^QUfhent 

iriven me, be with me where I am."....John xvii. 24. 

To God the only wise, Soon a(l.xke chosen seed ^^^' . ^-.^rt- 1 > 

Oqr Saviour and our Kin|^, Shall meet arotuu^ th^ ^jime, . .. ,^^ 

. tet all the. saint, below the Bki^s ShalUl^ss the^conA^^^ 

Their humble praises biing^. And make ms wonders known. 

Vol. L F f 
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Learn cf me^ for I am meek and louiyin heart; and y9 
shall Jind rest to your souls. ^..Matt. xi, 29, 

Thus, ^rith tender affection, speaks Jesiis our prophet to the 
lambs of his flock. He well knows vTe staad in need of daiff mstruc- 
tion from him: he teaches us in the truth as we are able to bear it ; 
he knows the weakness of our understandings; he is *' touched ^rith 
ft feeling of our ihfinnities/' Therefore, lest ovrr poor hearts should 
at any time conceive thoughts of him contrary • to his nature and 
office, he says, ^' I aii;^ mebk and lowly of heart." You iBnd thaf 
you are poor sinners ; ignorant of many truths \. exercised with many 
conflicts, trials and temptations? do not think of me only as the 
high and lofty one whoinhabiteth eternity, but as dwelling also with 
humble hearts. Look not on me as an austere mastery a terrible 
lawgiver, a severe judge, who watches over you for evil, and is 
ever ready to take all advantages against you» No-: I- am ycmr con* 
descending, meek and lowly Saviour ; your loving friend and kind 
hiitnictor; therefore come and Usten to my words: ^' Learn of me.'" 
What sweet encouragement is this! Art th€i»> O soul, tossed 
with temptations^ Harassed with corruptions? Beset with sinful 
^asiHons^ Do these bring disquiet upon thy mind> distress te thy^ 
conscience, and are a wearisome bwden to thy spirits, so that thoil 
iiost not enjoy settled ease and composed rest? Remember thy 
Saviour's lowly character and kind advice* He hath* an ear for thy 
cotnplsunte) a heart of love to pity thee, a power&l arm to reHev^ 
thee. With sweet faimliarity pour out thy heart to bim 9 as A 
bosom-friend tell him of thy sorrows^ thy complaints, and fears^ 
Alwayabearin mrnd his kind invitation; the loving meekness imd 
lowliness of hia heart, and the blessedness of his pronuse. He hath 
spoken it, and will he not bring it to pass ? He hath said it, and wilt 
be not fulfil it? ^^ Ye shall find rest to your souls:"^ sweet tranquility 
and inward composure as can be found in no object besides Jesus^ 
C^ld the children of this world persuade us there is no evil in thetf 
t«n diversions and carnal delights, sdll we know we ctmnot expe^ 
•or Lord's presence, nor shall we find rest to imr so«ls from the 
tewitching scenes of the play-house, Sec. No^ but the moie ves^ 
wt find to our souls in Jesus, the more we are delighted' with hiiai 
lai4 become dead to all things that are contrary to spintaal;peac* 
Itfd joy from him«. '' We who have believed^ do enter into ceal*- '.m* 
Heb^Wv-SU - - 

Let ne but h^ar my Saviour i^iy» I glory in infirmity,. [me'; 

Strength 8hal^fle^e^al to thy'd&y, That Christ's own power may rest oa 

Then I ity^)^ la 4^ dittreti'; ' When I km weak, then I am strong^ 
LflUte^oii tf ^MBcieat tr»ce. Gtvcc is my ihicld and tHhris t my vn^z- 
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J:wiU brhig the blind hy a way thai they knew not; I wiU 

\ lead them in^.fiaOis that they have not kfunvn: I will 

make darkness light before them, and crooked things 

straight : These things will I do unto them^ and not for sake 

.them...Jsa. xlii. 16, 

Hei^e is a full proof of the personality of the divine Spirit, the 
^liird g^rious person in the adorable trinity ; and also the nature of 
Jua ofiice in the oeconomy of the- covenant of grace for the salvatioa 
4»f the elect. He will lead them into all the paths of truth* Truth 
as of the very essence and perfection of Jehovah. The Father 
5^ bath chosen us from the beginning to salvation, through sanctifi* 
a:«tiont>f the Spirit, and belief of the truth«".m.3 Tfae^. ii« IS; 
Jeaus is essentially ^ the way, the truth, and the li£ie,"...Joha 
5dy« 6....by whom we are saved; and the Holy Spirit performs hia 
^iffice as our guide to him. 

: We poor sinners ^^ are all gone out of the way:" we ate blind 

and ftee not the way, ignorant and know not the way, proud and 

liAve ^^ turned every otte to- his own way ;" and if left to ourselves,^ 

thtvugb the darkness that is in ui, should seek death and desthic^ 

tionin Ihe error of our lives. But, adorable grace! the Spirit of 

love prevents this. He will guide to Jesus, the way, and into 

^ all the truth, as it is in him." So we enjoy life from him : a life of 

)Dve and hdliness now, and eternal life and glory hereafter. O tha 

lovibg condescension of this heaiTeiily guide! yet it is natural for 

tts to resist the Holy Ghost, to grieve the loving Spirit, and quench 

his. blessed mbtions. This is our chiefest grief. Yet such is hit 

amazing love, such his sovereign power, that, like a most afirectibn<» 

ate friend, a benign comforter, he takes us by the hand, yea take» 

fnir hearts into his hand, and will guide, counsel, and direct ii8» 

This he doth outwardly by hia word, and inwardly by his secret 

hut powerfol influences. In the light of his word of truth, we sec 

bow sinfol, miserable, and wretched we are in ourselves. But why 

doth he teach us this? Because we should kiot trust in ourselves that 

we are righteous, and deceive our souls into perdition. By the 

wdrd of his grace, he teaches us the knowledge of Jesus. In him 

he shews us the hsve of the Father, the super-aboundings of grace 

dver the aboundings of sin^ Hfe turns us from the crooked paths of 

pride, self-will^ and . self-righteousness, into the stnught paths of 

grace, truth, and holiness. * Here, O believer, is thy mercy* "He 

WILL work and none shall let it." O, this is the crowning mtTcy 

of all, ^^ I ^11-^ not forsake them." Here are four absi^ute decla* 

iati0Ds, I wkLL. Bow proud free-will to thy Lcfrd'a- wills* Ho 

WILL* certainly guide thy sold thvough all the Inafttf ofla Mnful 

world to eternal glory. " As many as are led by the Spirit of God, 

they are the sons of God."...»Rc>m. viii. 14» 
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Ctmsider him that endured such contradiction of sinnert 
against himself , lest ye be wearied and faint in your 
minds. ...Heb. Jill. 3. 

Gome,' christian, look up, look forward, and be df |jbod coiiragc. 

Though thy exercises are many, and thy conflicts greats though 

weary in, yet grow not weary of, the ways of the Lord. Verily, 

in due time we shall reap an harvest of eternal felicity, after all ouj* 

present toil and labour. Faint not ; continue to the end ; perseveri 

in the work 6f faith, labour of love, and patience of hope. The 

battle is the Lord's ; thy foes arc all conquered ; victory is obtained ; 

the crown is held fortti by thy conquering Lord. Press on. But alas! 

thou' findest contradiction and opposition from every quarter, iroih 

within and from without: numerous ate thy foes whicli rise up * 

Ugainstthee; thy strength is small; thy power weak: most true; 

but know thy calling; study thy privilege; behold thy comforter 

holds forth a reviving cordial this disy to thy drooping spints: 

« lest thou be weary and faint in thy mind,** consider Jesus. Here* 

is fidth's mystery, the- christian'^ triumph : hence derive fresh llfo 

and vigour to thy fainting mind. Considei' Jesus: in his divine 

nature, thy covenant Gon : in his human nature, thy redeeming 

brother: as God and man in one Christ Jesus, thy sailvatxon; thy 

Almighty Saviour* Consider Jesus in his innocent life, ienduHng 

contradiction of sinners agunst himself on thy account; fulfilling 

all righteousness for thee ; that thou art perfectly rigfatieoiQS before 

.God IN HIM. Consider Jesus, on the cross bearing thy sins; amidst 

taunts and jeers, while making atraiement for thy trahsgresuonis^ 

Consider Jesus entered into heaven, 'and appearing in the presence 

ef God FOR us. Consider Jesus infinite in wisdom to know thjr 

wants; infinite in love to sympathize with thee in all thy sorrow s 

infinite in power to support and strengthen thee under them': can* 

aider what infinite riches of grace he has in glory to supply alt thy 

need. O, consider the fulness of grace that dwells in him for needy 

sinners ; live upon his fulness day by day, so as to receive out of 

his folness grace for grace. Is it sud ^the blood of martyrs waar 

the seed of th^ church T' Confident we are, the lifo and death, the 

blood and righteousness of Jesus are the life of our graces, the 

spring of our comforts, the' support of our weary minds, and the 

only reviving cordials for our fointing spirits. Are we pantitig^ 

sinners at his footstool? Considering Jesus makes' ua joyful before 

his throne now, soon we shall stand eteitially happy in his presence^ 

Imitate the Father of the fiuthful; be nbt weak in faith; consider 

not thy own body, Vhich is ^^ dead because of sin* Know the SjHrit 

is lifei because of the righteousness of Jesus«"»M«Roitt* viui> 10« 
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AttdtKejf lavgkedhim to scorn... .Matt. ix. 24,. 

* WovDRRFUL indeed is our master in patience, meeknets^ loTe^ 
vnd goodness, under such Insult and scorn. <' When Herod saw 
Jesus he was exceeding glad: he desired to see him of a long season^ 
for he hoped to see some miracle done by him." Miracles may 
satisfy the curiosity ; they do not of themselves convert the heart to 
the truth* This is plain. Herod saw in Jesus a most astonishing 
miracle* Behold innocence itself arraigned and accused....death in 
its meat cursed and ignominious form threatened* Amazing to con- 
sideri . Jesus stood mute; his tongue locked up in silence* His 
mighty arm, which could have dealt destruction at a blow, he suf- 
fered to be bound ; himself set at nought, mocked, and in derision 
arrayed in a robe of mock royalty.*..wHiTE, saith Beza* So Herod* 
though undesigned, gives him a token of his innocence ; as Pilate» 
contrary to his judgment and intention, gives him a title, '^ This is 
the King of the Jews." Though requested to alter the words, he 
was constrained to be inflexible ; replies, ^^ What I have written, I 
will not revoke*" 

See your calling, brethren : it is to confess and follow a once 
laughed at, scorned, ridiculed Jesus; never once dream of being 
excused pledging our Lord in the same cup* So sure as thou dost 
^ witness a good profession" of faith in Jesus and conformity to him» 
thou also shalt not escape laughter and scorn from the carnal world, 
Borof being arrayed by them in the contemptible garb of a fool's cap 
and a madman's coat* Time was when we acted as they do* Think 
of ttiis, and be humble* Give him the glory who taught us better* 
But what harm can this do us? Harm! it is our greatest glory on 
earth* ^' Such honor have all his saints*" An honor angels share 
Bot in*. Sinners only are called thus to glorify their master* True, 
it is galling to the flesh ; but <^ they that are Christ's have cnicifled 
the £esh with its affections and lusts*" By the world's scorn, pride 
is mortified, while the soul is joyful ; and the Spirit of Christ and 
glory rests upon us. The world laughs us to scorn; Jesus smiles 
and. approves* Shall we be uneasy and grieve at it ? No ; our master 
bids us rejoice, and be exceeding glad* Thus, follow Christ and fear 
not men* 

In former times it was a proverbial expression, to shew the im- 
possibility'of a thing, ^^ You may as soon turn a christian from Christ 
as dp it." Stediastness here is our glory* In the things of God, 
said Luther, 1 assume this tide, cedo nulli, '' I yield to none*" 
As ^PtTs election is irrevocable, so let our confession of Christ be : 
striTing to imitate him in love and patience* ^' Put on (as the elect 
of God, holy and beloved) humbleness of mind, meekness, long* 
suffering* "****Col* iii* 12* 



3« AUGUST ir. 

Thou hast receivedgiftsjor men.. ..Psalm l^viiu 18. 

The dedtcati<Hi of this Psalni) according to Beza, is to him that 
excelleth, even Jestis, . the excellent one. It contains a glorious -iia* 
play of the Redeemer's kingdom. The royal prophet was highlf 
fdvoTcd witli clear, and comfortable views of the ample provision which 
«s made for poor rebellious sinners in the settlements of the everiast* 
ing covenant of grace and love. Jesus is the rich treaaoyy; al) 
grace is laid up in him. So it pleased the Father, so it rpjoiced thm 
heart of all his member's like Joseph's brethren, to receive all ^fty' 
from his hands. Jesus is the unspeakable gift of God the F.atbcr t/9 
us...John iv. 10. All his members were given to him; in Um 
Jehovah loves us, delights in us, and rejoices over ua.to dout good* 
Alas! too, tpo often we are apt to think vainly » and talk arrog^otly:) 
lo ascribe what we are, and what we h<^ for, to something in uSf 
oi^ done by us. , So we lose sight of our own poverty, fbrg^ <^ur 
kind benefactor, and presently this fever of pride is succeeded by «|| 
i^u^ of heartless .dejection: our h^nds hang down and our knee% 
grow feeble. For ever blessed be God, salvation from first to Usct iJi 
all of free gift by free grace, secured by free promises in Christ. So 
it is effectual to the hearts of sinners ; so believers ascribe all th«i 
glory to the eyer^blessed trinity by Jesus. Are mine eyes opened to^ 
^c the exceeding sinfulness of sin ? Am I sensible of my desertsy 
fny ruined, helplesis state as a sinner ? Do I see tlie purity and spiiitur 
idity of God's righteous law? Do I despair of all hope and help iq^ 
myself? Is Jesus my refuge? Do I see the glory of his righteous-:; 
pess, and perfection of his atonement ? Is the triumph of his cross* 
the victory of his death, the foundation of my faith, the support :of 
my hope from day to day ? These are love-tokens from Jesus. H^i 
slieds th^m on us as the free gifts of the Holy Spirit. So our bearU. 
are enamoured with him, and knit to him in love. And, for our 
farther consolation and joy, he still lives to bestow innumerably- 
more and infinitely greater gifts than what we have yet receivedi. 
ibr if we have received the fii^t fruits of the Spirit the liarvest is sura, 
every enemy shall be conquered, eveiy lust subdued. >Jothing lesa^ 
than perfect holiness and perfect happiness await us. ][s sin atoned 
for by the blood of Jesus ; and shall his members live without a sensQ, 
of pardon I No : ^' Ask," says our munificent benefactor, '^ and receiyey. 
that your joy may be full."....John xvi. 24., Jesus is glorified; th& 
Spirit is ^ven to bear witness of love and salvation to us, to cpm{bit 
and sanctify us. This is the joyful reasoning of faitli. ^^If God l^.- 
for us, who can be against us ? He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely 
QivK us all things ?"....Rom. viii. 31^ 32. 
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Then said I 9 Woe is me ! for I am undone : because I artk 
^ a man of unclean, lips:. ..for mine eyes have seen the 
Kingy the Ij)rd of Hosts. ...Isa. vi. 5. • 

' When the glory <*f Jesiis is manifested to the soni in the light 
of the Spirit, how doth it stain the pride of all human glory ! The 
prbfiflets of the Old Testament, and the apostles of Jesus under the 
Netr, 'w«re men of like passions, sinners like unto ourselves : by 
nature 'there is no difference : they were all saved by the same pre- 
cious Saviour of sinners t a sight of themselves in the light of trutK 
huiiribled them to the dust. ^ O wretched tatn that I am !" cries 
Paol the apostle. *' Woe is me ; I am unclean, I am undone !" cries 
Isafah the evangtlteal pro[Aet* <^ God will suffer no flesh to glory in 
bis 'presence/' Jesus the Saviour akme shall be exalted; man, the 
aimier, though the subject of grace and salvation, shall be laid low ; 
every h<^ in himself cut off ; the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and 
his deserts as a sinner confessed. Such are the saving effects of 
J6^'s love ; such the humbling vie'ws of his Spirit. But it is vety 
natund for the sensible sinner to write bitter things against himself; 
to pronounce a wee upon himself, and to cry out of his own undone 
state, and unclean, polluted condition : as when the sun shines we 
see innumenible motes and atoms which were invisible before. But do 
we think this istrange, after a soul has been favored with a spiritual 
sig^ht of Jesus, faith in him, and hope from him, to be sensible of^ 
and cry out of bur undone state l We should not think it strange* 
We shall carry this view of ourselves with us all our journey through^ 
even till we come to the the banks of Jordan'il streams. 

The nsost exalted saint, while in the body, is in himself, according 
to - the fiesh, carnal, sold under sin | burdened with a body of sin 
Slid death. But though, as thus considered in himself^ he is in a 
woe^l, undone state, yet being in Christ Jesus, a member of him; 
ft believer on him, a new creature in him, there is no woe, no wrath; 
no-eondemnation; but peace, pardon, love, and salvation from God 
the Father to hiin. This is manifested to our souls by the ministry 
of tibe- itbrd of gi^ce ; the Spirit of truth, like the seraphim, by th6 
prophet, takes a tive coal from off the altar, the sacrifice of Chrbt> 
and sftith^ ^Lo! this hath touched thy lips, thine iniquity is taken 
away^ and thy sin is purged.^' Let this comfortable truth ever dwell 
in thy heart, make confession with thy mouth unto salvation ; th^ 
Uoody sacrifice of Jesus hath purged thy sins* ^' Be not faithless; 
but belicving,"....John xx. 27. 
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A bruised reed shall he not breaks and smoking flax sJmll 
he not qxiench^ till he send forth judgment unto victojy.... 
Malt. xii. 20, 

Through a sight of their sinful state, a sense of strong corrup- 
tions, weakness of faith, and small degree of the knowledge of Jesusi 
young converts, like David just come to the throne, are apt to say, 
<^ I am this day weak, though anointed king ;" and to feai' with himi 
<<the sons of Zeruiah be too bard for me,":—.2 Sam. iii. 39. The 
accuser of the brethren is ever an adversary to Jesus and the tnkb; 
be is always busy with souls, to stamp upon their minds the 
blackest impressions. He paints the Saviour, not as loving, gentle, 
and merciful to relieve distressed and comfort wounded, afflicted con* 
sciences ; but as a rigid, austere, and cruel exactor. When cor- 
'nal reason joins in with false accusations, it is sore distress and cdlti* 
flict to the mind. But to the law and to the testimony. How readest 
thou, O soul ? ^^ It is right thou shouldst bear the indignation of the 
Lord, because thou hast sinned against him.* *.—Micahvii. 9. The 
Saviour sees it fit. By this he teaches the exceeding sinfulness -of 
sin, that thou shouldest abhor it, be.humbled for it. Yea also, as the 
greatest blessing above all, that thou shouldest look to him, believe on 
him, and love him. But this thou never wilt do, while thou dost not 
consider him as a precious Saviour for the lost and guilty. True, in 
thyself thou art like a bruised reed, shaken with the wind of tempta* 
tion ; oppressed with sin and distress ; weak and helj^ess, ready to fall 
into despair, and perish without hope. As smoking flax, thou seemeist 
to smoke, but not bum ; rather offensive to thyself, because of the tb^ 
pours of corruption : these blind thine eyes, and are a stench in thy nos- 
trils: and so poor sensible souls are apt to think themselves to be to 
Jesus. But saw he any amiable dispositions in the sinner's, character 
to invite him from heaven to earth? Being come to seek and to sire 
the lost, and to be the physician of sin-sick souls, waits he for their 
health and soundness ere he reacheth fortii his healing hand? Doth 
the friend of sinners break in pieces with a rod of iron the sin- 
wounded, heavy laden soul? That be &r from the loving heart of 
Jesus ; far be that from any poor sinner's heart to conceive* NHy, 
but he pleads thy cause, he will execute judgment for all such oiver 
every adversary. He shall not break, he shall not quench, till 
judgment is denounced and victory proclaimed. Satan's accass* 
lions, unbelieving suggestions, shall be condemned and'custittt 
by the word of truth, and the power of the Spirit; and the wealM 
believer <^ shall overcome and obtain victory by the blood of the 
Lamb and the word of the testimony of Jesus. "••••Rev. xii. 11. 
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^Kbtfi%itqfthe Spirit is lcve,joy^ peace, Umg^^sufferir^y gen* 
Ikness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against 
such there is no law. ...Gal. v. 22, 23. 

■7: : Tpis numerous issue iil (^ super-tiatural generation \ like Isaac^ 
"Who sprang from the dead body of Abraham and barren womb of 
^fanJi. Though befierers lo?e to bring forth such fruits, delight to 
•ee them) yet through humility they are backward in spealdng of 
them} and averse to glory in them as productions of their own. 
Hence when these fruits of the Spirit appear inward or outward, 
like the bride of the Lamb on another occasion, she cries out in 
. lowliness of heart, ^ Who hath begotten me these ?"*...Isa« xlix. 2 1 « 
JBvt IB any thing too hard for God? "• He maketh the barren soul to 
jbe ai joyful mother of children. "••••Psalm cxiii. 9« To this very end 
beliflfera are *^ married to Jesus by &ith, that they may bring forth 
fimt-unto God.".;..Rom* vii. 4. There is no member of the church 
pf which Jesus is the husband, barren. Some bring forth more fruit 
jthan others«i**some more eminent for one kind, and some for another* 
•.^>ory.one ^according to the measure of the gift of Christ."*..* 
j£ph. iv. 7. But it is by the same Spirit that dwelleth in all: each 
. C9toc0k.other's fruits -better than their own. The graces of a true 
^l3h9stiaB shine brightest in the sight of his brethren. With the plea- 

- 4MQt Xruita of hisr Spirit, ^ which his members bear, Jesus our head is 
. jdflighte^ and God our Father is gkmfied* Will not this be the prayer, 
fipim daily prayer of erery believer ? O that I may bring forth more fruit 

- «CoGod I So let thy all«commanding voice pronounce on me, ^^ be fruitful 
fOidiQUltiidy.". Thus is ^ the bride, the Lamb's wife, all-glorious 
qvjjtbiP*''' 'But yet) conscious of what she was, of what she still is 

■ |>f['oppoMOg nature, which brings forth contrary fruits, she wears a 

• pQHscious Uush, and dares not glory in herself. . She knows she is 

wholly ig»debted for the root of all grace, Jesus; as well as for the 

- 4niitt of th€' Spirit, to unmerited .grace and sotereign power. Thus 
.J^Aly Paul says, <^ I am become a fool in glorying,*' though compel- 

JM' tb it* That holy, &ithfu], loving, tenderhearted martyr of 

: Jesos,: ttrerstiled himself < the unbelieving, unloving, hard-heaited 

^rtbdford.^ : Yet, " agunst such there is no law." The law cannot 

. iKcmeor condemn those who believe in Jesus ; '^for the law of the 

jBpirit rf. life in Christ Jesus, hath made them free from the law of 

MtMd death."....Rom. imi. 3. Indeed the law may trouble atid 

\tcrrify the.cQDscience ; but Christ, apprehended by feith, vanquisheth 

^•ila tenor and threatemngs ; ^ for Chrnt^ is the end of the law for 

■.•ligliteoiisiiesa to every one who belietes.'*.^MBom. x. 4. They 'are 

jai rigliteeus io him, as if they had iblfiUtd the lair themselves. 

<< Ye shall know them by their fruit8,'%M.MatU vii* 1 6. 

Vol. I. G g 
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Tliat no flesh should glory in his presence : He that giorJet^, 
let him glory in the Lord.. .A Cor. i. 29, 3 1 • 

Humble, self-'abased souls, who drink deep into self-knowledget 
sensible what human nature is ; whose eye of fidth is to the- Lord 
Jesus, and to what he is made of God to them ; are as jealoua pf 
the pride of the flesh as they are of its sinfulness* This is- 1^ safe 
■State ; such have little reason to murmur because they do not jexpe- 
rience high flights and ravishing ecstacies which appear to arise 
from nature and sense, because they lead to glory in the righteooB- 
ness of the flesh. Flesh is proud and prone to glory, even ia tfe^ 
•presence of God ; but faith in Jesus cuts off all glorying in the flesh* 
as viewing all salvation out of ourselves in Jesus. This u^ the- very 
essence of the faith of God's elect. Yet, while we are in the fie^, 
■we are duly exposed to the workings of pride, which darken the 
idews of Jesus, and tend to self-exalting and self-glorytng. \yb|it 
pains doth the loving Spirit take to humble us! he testifies of Jesus; 
only; he shews us, byline upon line, and precept upon precept, 
'by prophets and apostles, that ^^ in Jesus all his children shall be 
justified, and shall glory. "....Isa. xlv. 25. 

Am I made wise unto salvation? • Glory to Jesus, this is &om him ; 
'he is my wisdom. Am I righteous in the sight of God? Glory to 
•Jesus, his life wrought it out; it is mine: not obtained by my 
works, but by God's free gift. Jfesus is my nghteousness. Am I 
sanctified? Glory to Jesus; it is through the faith of him, by the 
Spirit, that I have any drops from the fountain of Jesu's blood to 
wash away my guilt, and to cleanse my soul. Have I faith in, a^ 
nope of comj^ete redempticm from- all misery, to all happiness? 
Glory to Jesus, he is my redemption; he hath bought me; he hath 
conquered for me. < In whom then should I glory bi^t in Jesus aloiie ? 
In him all my wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption 
center. " It pleased the Father, that in him all fulness should dwell." 
It pleases the Spirit to bear witness of, and to glorify Jesus onlt* 
Shall we glory in the fruits of the Spirit as the foundation of hqge, 
and the cause of our acceptance with God? That were to deceive 
ourselves. The Holy Spirit produceth no fruits in us to this end. 
This is contrary to his office ; inverts the oeconomy of the covenaqt ; 
makes faith void; and turns the eye of the soul from the only object 
of hope and salvation, Jesus, to somewhat within usy instead of Christ 
crucified for us : but by the Spirit we glory in Christ alone. By 
faith in precious promises, we pray to be filled with " fruits oi 
righteousness, which are by Jejjus Christ." To what end? That^e 
should glory in these? Glory in the fiesh because of these t NO; b«t 
" unto the glory and praise of God.'»....Phiki.lU :. 
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€ridem said^ Alas ! O Lord God : for I haoe seen On angel 
of the Lord face to face. The Lord saidy Peace be unto 
,:ihe€: fear not; thou shall not die...Judg. vi. 22, 23. 

-' *< Jesus is the same Lord over all, rich in mercy to all who call 

-^pon him.".«.;Rom. x. 13. There is no difference between Old 

"^ -Testament saints and New, in regard to the object of salvation; 

' ''S^m the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever*" Poor Gideon 

thought a sight of the Lord must surely be present death ; for,- saith 

the Lord, ^ There shall no man jiee me and live*"— .Exod* xxxiii* 30. 

' ' But the Lord appeared to him, as the angel of the covenant, the 

9>(^fttor, the interposer* Not in terrible majesty and fiery wrath. 

- to strike him dead, but as the Saviour, the merciful one* This sight 

• was attended with life to his soul and death to his fears* So Gideon 

'feulid it, when he heard that ever-dear and most precious vrord, 
TfcAcE* This is ever the word of the bridegroom to his church* His 
birth is ushered in with *^ pe ace on earth." His dying legacy to his 
children' is peace. Nothing but love dwells in his heart; nothing 

^ bat peace is heard from his lips. This was his affectionate salutation 
to his beloved though dejected disciples, when he first appeared to 
them after his sufferings and death* His tender heart well knew how 
troubled their poor minds were : therefore over and over he repeats, 

''^ PEACE be unto you."**.*John xx. 21. As it was in the beginning, 
8or it is now* Jesus silences guilty fears and perplexing doubts in 

' ^sciples' hearts* Woe is me, saith the poor sinner, I am undone^ 
I am unclean; mine eyes have seen the Lord of hosts in the purity 

' and spirituality of his law, as a just God and a holy; a consuming 
fire, and who will by no means clear the guilty: I shall die* Fear 
•HOTj saith Jesus to every such trembling, repenting, believing heart; 
thou shalt not die, but live; neither shalt thou want my peace* 
Xook unto me and be saved: inwardly listen to my word; treasure it 
tip in thine heart* Wait in faith for the sweet and still voice of my 
Spirit: I create the fruit of the lips. " Peace, peace too him that is 
'kfor off, and to him that is near, &nd I will heal them." Such shall 

'iK>t only hear Christ's voice but feel his power* Their fears shall be 
^jten away, and their sorrow removed. So shall their souls be joyful 
in Wm* Thus Jesus is precious to them. " He delivers them who 
thix>ugh fear of death, were all their lifetime subject to bondage*"*... 
Heb. ii. 15* " Having made peace for us through the blood of his 

' cross.".***Col* i* 30* 

■ My ffoans and tears, and forms of woe, My tongue, the glory of Christ's name. 
Are tiim*d to joy and praises now ; Shall ne'er be silent of his fame, [hoav'n, 

' i'throw my sackcloth on the ground, His praise shall sound thro' earth and 
And ease and gladness gird me round. For sickness heal'd, and sins focgiv'n. 
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Marvel not that I said unta thee^ Ye must be horn again., 
John iii. 7. 

' Spiritual doctrines ever appear to the judgment of carnal fea* 
aon, foolishness. Marvel not to find the wisdom of natural men' ever' 
crying out, " How can these things be?" and explaining away th^ii^ 
spiritual meaning by corrupt reasonings. We are not to expect « " 
total freedom from our own carnal objections. The old toian is yet ' 
alive ; tUe kingdom of his residence, the flesh, is at war against that 
kingdom into which the soul is spiritually bom. Many souls see 
clearly the nature of the doctrine of a iiew-birth of the soul, and are 
convinced of the necessity of it, in order to see the kingdoni of God* 
But how are they straitened, pfuned, and perplexed to know whether 
It be accomplished in them or not! And indeed, many have *M 
unscripttirally treated of the new birth, as sadly to puzzle and g^ev^ 
ously distress simple hearts. Is it not marvellous to find men graveljr 
telling us how many steps a dead sinner must take, in order to get 
into thift new birth ? The time wren, many are^ncertain of; for tho 
kingdom of God cometh not unth observation. The manner how^ 
none can explain ; ** for the things of God knoweth no man, but thtf 
Spirit of God." But the effects are visible and evident. As sensef 
and motion are the properties of natural life, so when the soul^ is 
bom again of the Spirit, there is a sight of JeSus, a hearing of hirf' 
voice, the affections of the soul go out after him, believing him to be 
the way, the truth, and the life. Hence, St. John lays down thli 
infallible mark, ^ Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, i% 
bora of God.".... 1 John V. 1. This is a simple^ plain truth. Ami 
born of G6d? This must be answered by enquiring, do I believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the aiiointed Son of God to the office of a Saviour; 
for lost and perishing sinners? Does this tmth enter into my health 
and mind? Is it received and believed as a matter which can only and^ 
alone bring relief to my guilty conscience, peace to my troubled mind^* 
and hope to my dejected spirit? If so, I do believe in jEst7s....he is^ 
tlie object of ray faith and the hope of my heart. I am bom aig^f 
bom of God, bom to see, to enter into, and enjoy the kingdom of Gdn.' 
The evidence of this, the soul^ gets more and more Wrongly and' 
clearly settled in the conscience as faith grows and increases. For itf 
fruits will be martifest and abound in seeing sin's filthiness, fueling itsr 
' burdens, hating and resisting it: stri^i^ to maintain a holy fellow* 
ship with God the Father, and his Sen Jesus, through the Spirit. 

Who cih describe the joys that rise The Son with joy looks^down atid«t«tf 

Thro* all the courts of paradise. The purchase of his agonies. 

To see a prodigal return, The Spirit takes delight to view 

To see an heir of glory bom? The holy soul he fbrmM aWew; ' 

With joy the Father doth approve The saints and angels join to sing 

The fruit of his eternal love i The growing empire of their King. 
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7!hejiesk lusleth against tlw Spirit....GaL v. 17. 

Christian experience fully proves this apostolic truth* Hetice 
^xfaUdren of Gold cannot do the things that they would : nor have 
we aof authority fiDxn God's word to conclude this lusting ever ceas* 
c4 iP AQJ of ^ saints till they got to glory ; none are delivered 
fit>m k while in the flesh. For, at the renewed soul or spirit loves 
ti^- enjoy spiritual and heav^ily objects, so the fleshy or unrenewed 
party Justs after those objects it is naturally conversant with, and from 
wlHch it derives its happiness* Here is thy conflict, O christian^ 
Hclice - the pecessity of thy Lord'^ command^ ^' Watch always." 
Xbia is the use of the doctrine. 

Vf^hat woeful effects have fulfilling the lusts or desires of the flesh 
peoduced in eminent saints ! Thou standest by &ith, be not high* 
miodedy but fear. The conceptions of lust are the productions of 
sin*^%Jianie8 i. 15* The commission of sin contracts fresh sense of 
^^t. This* is the malady and sickness of the soul. Hence, the 
many symptoms attendant on guilt, legal fears, terrors of con^ 
flydiencey accusations from the law, triumphs of satan, dejection of 
soul) distance from God, backwardness( to duty, coolness of afl*ectioii 
to Jesus^ shyness at or neglect of a throne of grace. 

_ Al4S i poor, souls, when they have fallen, and are sensible of the 
melancholy effects^ they feel the hurt they have received. Verily 
thidr hearts know the bitterness of it. Awful effects of fresh con^ 
tracted guilt i How much to be deplored ! how carefully to be 
iiratched against, and prayed to be kept from ! But whilst there is ^^a 
feuntiun opened for sin and uncleanness," whilst the Mediatoi:'a 
<^ blood cleanseth from all sin," whilst the glad tidings of the gospel 
pDOfJahn salvation by grace for the chief of sinners, there is no 
{prowd for black despair to any backsliding children, though they 
Hayip revolted from a God of love. Here b all encouragement....to 
whfiLl. To love to live at a distance from Jesus, and lie down and 
wallow in the mire of sin because grace abounds ? No godly soul can 
dothi^ \ £pr ^'the Spirit also lusteth against the flesh ;" the Spirit 
raiews again to repentance. Thiis Luther : ^ The loore godly a man 
iCy. .the more doth he feel this battle between the flesh and the Spirit.* 
lieifiof Cometh those lamentable complaints in the Psalms and pther 
icriptures* It profiteth us very much to see sometimes the wicked* 
SK»M of our nature and corruption of the flesh, that by liiis means we 
may be waked and stirred up to cal) upon Christ. So a christian is 
made to sofe Jesus a wonderful Creator, who out of heaviness can 
^ftfte joy ; of terror, comfort ; of sin, righteousness ; and of deaths 
life. This is our ground and anchor-hold, that Christ is our ovif 

AVn FJC^FECT RZOHTEOVSNSSS*'' 
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And Joash said unto all that stood against hintf WiU'^ 
pleadfor Baal? Will ye save him?...Judg. wi. SI. 

When the Lord Jesus appears and manifests himself to the soulf 
it is so struck with his glory and grace, that it cries out in holyetstacy* 
<^ What have I to do atiy more with idols ?'*«*«.Hos«xiT. 8....and analtur 
for spiritual worship is presently set up in the heart, and conseci^eii 
to Jehovah-Shalom, the Lord of peace. In this chapter is a sweiet 
view of the zeal of Gideon for the true worship of Jehovah; He 
instantly obeyed the word of Jesus, the angel of the presence, the 
tnan, the peacK who appeared to him, and at his command he threw 
down the altar of BaaL He expected opposition from his Fathers 
household and from the men of the city, therefore he did it by night. 
A blessed instance of the obedience of faith joined to sanctified tea- 
son* As to the consequence after the work done, he '^ conferred not 
'with flesh and blood;" he was ^4h nothing terrified by his adveirsii- 
lies**' They demanded his life ; but Joash his father was raised up 
like the fire of zeal from the Lord to argue with them* "Will ye, 
ye men of Israel, ye professed people of Jehovah, will ye plead for 
Baal ? will ye serve an idol ?" Be zealous, O disciple, for thy LotA ; 
fear no consequences* The Lord is on thy side, what hast thou tior 
feat' from those who are against thee ? Be not discouraged, thbiigh 
thou dost find great professors ; children of the visible church, thjr 
mother; yea the children of thy Father's grace also join in pleading 
by word or practice for Baal* This name signifies he that rules or 
subdues ; a master, lord, or husband* This may most justly be 
applied to sin in general, and every idol lust in particular* So saith 
Paul, "His servants ye are to whom ye obey, whether of sin unl6 
death, or obedience unto righteousne8S*".**.Rom. vi. 1 (5* Thou fre^ 
man, thou heaven bom son of the Lord, know thy freedom, study 
thy liberty* Strive by the Spirit's aid to live up to thy privilege, (in 
spite of all that professing men or opposing devils plead against it) 
above the domineering power of lusts, the galling yoke of sin : thy 
Saviour has all power in heaven and earth ! Plead with him ; expect 
power from him ; thou canst do all things through Christ strength- 
'cningthee* Faith surmounts every difficulty; it silences carnal Rea- 
sonings and vain pleadings from every quarter* While Jesus is view- 
ed, sin is abhorred and holiness loved, desired, and shall be increased 
in the soul* 

Thou art my portion, O my God; Not all the riches of the ^^tth 
Make me to know thy way : Could make me so rejoice. 

cause ray heart t* obey thy word, The testimonies of thy grace 
And that without delay. I set before my eyes ; 

1 choose the path of heav'nly truthy Xh«nc< I derive my daily strength, • • 
And glory in my choice s And there my comfort lies. 
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<^ftthren ye have beeii called unto liberty : only use not 
liberty for an occasion to theJlesh....GaL w. 13. 

-.., p£T£R was grieved because his Lord asked Iiim the third timcy 
ffXoYcst thou me?" Sure it ought to be matter of concern and grief 
,|b the loving, generous hearts of disciples, to think they yet need 
vthifi caution of the Spirit* But, verily we all do. The most sanctified 
Ji3,yet in the flesh ; and the flesh with its affections and lusts are alive : 
. tbey are ever lusting and striving ag^nst the Spirit. The holy, happy 
.8Pul} who is set at liberty from sin, satan, and the law, in his con- 
.*^eace, is hereby liable to be brought again under bondage to the 
law and thraldom to sin. ELnow thy danger; dread thine enemy; 
yea* rather fear and love thy best friend Jesus; cry to him. Lord 
keep me continually. *^ Thou hast delivered my once captive soul 
.from the power of the enemy ; thou hast brought me out of the hor« 
rible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and 
.established my goings, and put a new song in my mouth of praise to 
thee my Jesus and my God. "••••Psalm xl* 2, 3. Keep, O keep me 
^ from the deceitful workings and carnal reasonings of my corrupt, sin- 
ful self, the flesh! What is this liberty we are called into? Not a 
.perfect freedom from the being of sin, but a perfect deliverance from 
every curse of the law, from all the wrath of God denounced in the 
.laW) from the bondage of being under the law, to do any thing to 
jgsixa God's Ipve, recommend us to his favor^ or entitle us to his 
lungdom# All this liberty we are called into by the fiuth of Jesus. 
He b the end or fulfiUerof the law for righteousness to us who believe* 
P, what a glorious liberty are we called to ! Even a freedom from all 
flin in the conscience ; so to live upon Jesus, as to consider ourselves 
ia him, as perfectly free from all sin, entirely dead to it, and our 
Qonscience so cleansed by his blood, as to be ever easy, serene, and 
comfortable, as though we were innocent and never had sinned. Oj 
this is heavenly liberty to new-bom souls! This creates a paradise 
upon earth. This is daily to be prized and enjoyed through the 
Spirit. Now, how base and ungrateful ever to use, or rather abuse 
this liberty as an occasion to the flesh ! But even the Lord's own free- 
men are in danger of this through the vileness of their natures, the 
deceitfulness of their hearts, and the subtle devices of satan, else 
the apostle had not thus addressed the brethren. The doctrines 
of. grace, the love of Jesus, and living on him by faith, lay the flesh 
imder bondage and restraint. We cannot walk in the liberty of the 
Spirit, and yet fulfil the lusts of the flesh. We cannot serve God 
and Mammon* Thou free-men of the Lord, canst thou hauler peace 
with Jesus for the gratifications of thy lusts? O rather '^ stand fast 
in the liberty /vrherewith Christ hath nmde.thee free."«*>.Gal« ¥• 1« 
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J have seen his war/s, and will. Iieal him: IwHl 
alsoj and restore cavtforUimto ^'jn.t../farlvii, 1&, :^. 

What a glorious declaration of- free grace is- tliis 1 Here is an 
absolute promise of mercy, not excited by the wortbiaesfrof the 
creature, but proceeding, solely from, the loving heart of orcoveiyaii 
God. Well might David say, f^ In thy word do I trust: l-r^obce 
at thy word, as one that findetb great 8poil."..!MP8aliii:Qxix.«: 1^' 
The life of the ^ul is,.suppprt^ by the word of the Lord^ Tbisiv 
the object .of faith, the engourager of hope, and the exciter of love* 
Jesus is the essential word by whom Jehovah speaks. The. scriptu^ts 
are revealed truths by the Spirit of God's, purpose^ promi^e^i^aml 
grace. Behold, be astcmiahed and humbled, Q soul, at thy.apqatacf^ 
backslidings, and rebellion! Behold, admire, adore, and loye. I|h4 
infinitely gracious procedures of the Father of all. roerciea^ . .^ -^ 
Here is the criminal arraigned. at the. bar; iniquity charged apMi 
him; God's displeasure at it repeatedly declared; his cdiastisia^ 
hand smote him for it. This reclaims not. The Lord hides, hisi 
kmng jbce«— withdraws the light of his countenance. What is the 
cfiect? A frpward behaviour.«..still walking.in his awn ways, contrary 
to the Lord*. Might one not .expect the next words should ihonder 
curses and damnation ? Be astomshed, O heavens ! What veadeaft 
thou, O man I Is it I have seen his ways, and will damn him ? O9 mw 
But, tliougb I hate his ways, yet l^love hk acuik My aaper-aix>umMii|^ 
l^race shall, reign and triumph over all die aboundings of sin^ I wifl 
heal bis soul ; I will pardtxi him. Thou poor doubting.socri, with thjr 
legal frames, go and learn what that meaneth, ^^I will be graeiou* 
to whom I will be gracious, and I will shew mercy on whom I wHI 
ahew mercy»/.«.*£xod. xxxiii* .1^.' .; ^SI wiU itare mercy, . and noi 
aacrifice.'.' The blood of my: people shall. neit be sacrificed ta mf- 
vengeance, saith the Lord. Here is the ^ory of graces This the 
triumph of fiutiu ' Mercy: proclaimed, shews the munificence of Cod ^ 
but the dejected heart may still be in suspense*. Is it for mei Yes^ 
if thou.believest on the Son of God. As Jesus ia thy salvatioil, liit 
Spirit assures thee of thine interest in his love. Where thet^uthti 
received by faithy the comfint shall be enjoyed* When God pai^ 
dons.in bis heart, he leads the pardoned sinner to the knowledge 
smd enj<^ptnent of it, and restores lost comforts to the baekaliding 
aooL A aen^e oC pardon ia the essence of gospel-grace- and ecAn^ 
Ibrt ; the result of Jesua' atonement, the gift of the gracioua Spiriti 
and the privilege of believing souls* It is presumption to expc^ 
what God has not promised* It is injurious unbelief not tapkad 
when the Lord Uda ua ^ ask and reGeive*"*.rJobn xidv 34. 

O may tby pard'nihg grace be nigh, Thns shall our better thoughts approve 
Lest we should faint, despair and die ! The methode of thy chast'ning love. 
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Ifkused is the man whose strength is in thee : in whose heart 
are the ways of them....Psalm Ixxxiv. 5. 

WstN hearts are united in love there is a mutual complacency 
tnd delight in each other. Presence incrcaseth pleasure, absence 
Wg«ts uneasmess) jealousy of displeasing and fear of offending mu- 
tBallf subsist in each party. In some sense this holds good between 
tiie beloved eoal and the loving Lord. All love is from him ; an^ 
us rivers from the sea return back to the great ocean, so the love 
whieh comes from God naturally flows back in complacency and 
affection of soul to him. To know God is to love him ; both for 
what he is in himself, and what he is to us in Christ Jesus. The 
poor sinner who knows that he is in himself "without strength," 
lejoiceth at his very soul to know that the omnipotent Jesus is his 
strength ; that all his might and p6wer to strive against sin, to resist 
Mrtan, to overcome the world, is from above ; it is treasured up in 
iesus, and out of his fulness he is strengthened by the power of the 
Spirit through faith. 

But is the converted heart a mere vacuum, like an empty vessel? 
Ko, truly; Jesus dwells there by faith. It is a fit habitation for the 
l^rit» and the love of the Father is shed abroad in it. " The way$ 
of them," even Father, Son, and Spirit dwell in the heart. Then 
the way of everlasting love and eternal election is delighted in; the 
way of free g^ce and complete salvation by Jesus is gloried in ; the 
Way of atimement by his precious blood, the way of justification and 
clothing of poor sinners by his perfect righteousness are wholly 
trusted to and rejoiced in. The gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit^ 
as flawing from Jesus' finished work, in making the soul inwardly 
holy, and outwardly obedient to the Lord ; in comforting and rejoic- 
uig the heart by the testimony of Jesus, are more and more sought 
Sato's and the hopes and inews of glory in this sovereign, free, 
gracious way, are longed for and expected. Blessed, O man, art 
thoo indeed! Blessedof thy Godl Blessed with all spiritual blessings 
In Christ Jesus! Blessed, not for days, months, and years; but 
loved from eternity, and blessed to eternity! Thy Lord hath blessed 
thoe and he will not reverse it. Real godliness consists not merely 
IB a system of notions in the head, but in the in-dwelling presence 
of. Jehovah in the heart* Is this thy happiness, O sinner? What 
love hath the great God to vile man ! He dwelt in flesh for vs. He 
saith also, ^^ I will dwell in them, and walk in them."..««3 Cor. vi. 15. 

How well tl)y blei sed truths agree ! Should a|l the forms that men devise. 
Httw wise sad holy thy commands ! Assault mj fkith with treach'rous art'» 
Thy promises h<yw firm they he 1 1*4 call them vanity and lies. 

How firm our hope and comfort stands! And bind the gospel to my heart. 

Vol. I. Hh 
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Tlie Lord is my shepherd; I shall not zi}anL...Psajn xxlii. f.- 

All comfort is derived to th6 soul from the knowledge of what 
Jehovah is to us. This we know by the word of truth, and enjoy 
in the sweet exercise of faith. " I am the good shepherd," saiti^ 
Je8us....John x. 11. Thou art my shepherd, says the believing 
soul. Thus, whatever office or character Jesus sustains, it is th© 
glory of faith not only to view the Lord as such, but to draw sweet 
peace and comfort from it to one's own heart: that thou art to mk* 
David knew the duty of a shepherd by experience. How watchfitl 
to preserve from danger, and how careful to guide and feed the 
«heep committed to his trust ! But herein is the peculiar love of the 
shepherd of our souls; he " gave his life for his sheep." And after 
such love manifested to them, shall they want either his power to 
protect, or his grace to supply their need ? No ; that is impossible* 

But a sheep is a silly weak creature ; it often bleats and makei a 
noise when it wants nothing; so do we. Though it knows its shep- 
herd, and hears his voice, still it is naturally prone to wander from 
rich and green pastures, to break out of the fold, and, if left to itself> 
would leap into the very jaws of its enemy : so foolish are we also. 
Hence arises our distress ; for when we look to what ' we are in 
ourselves, and lose sight of the love and care of our dear shepherd, 
we cast our eyes around us, and call in this distressing thought and 
the other distracting care. Hence we often send forth the bleatkigs 
of unbelief, and cry out, " We shall certainly perish for want of 
supply and assistance." But where is the Lord our shepherd ? Alas ! 
we forget his dying love, his covenant engagements, his watchfril 
care ; we listen not enough to the sweet voice of our shepherd, bat 
to the enemyj who speaks terror ; and our poor hearts are affrigfated 
and tremble. But in opposition to all that sin^ satan, and the law 
can say or do against us, ^^ The voice of the Lord is a mighty voice: 
the voice of the Lord hath the pre-eminence." And Jesus our shep- 
herd saith, ^^ I give unto my sheep....what? Grace, upon condition 
that they will continue to be my sheep, hear my voice, and follow 
me?" Infinitely more: security stronger than the mountains; com- 
fort more unfathomable than the great deep. ^^ I know my. sheep ;'^ 
my Father gave them unto me : I lay down my life for than. Shall 
.the enemy rob me of one of my purchased ones, or my dear . Father 
of one of the objects of his love? No: they shall never want my 
Spirit to keep, to quicken, to comfort, and enable them to persevere 
till they receive the end of their fidth, the salvation of their souls. 
^l give unto them eternal life; and tliey shall nevek perishi neither 
shall ANY pluck them out of my hand."...«John x. S8. 
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Blessed are the poor in spirit ; for theirs is the kingdom of 
he(wen....Matt. v. 3. 

. In the day of the Spirit's po^er " the lofty looks of man are 
bnmbledy the haughtiness of man is bowed down, and the Lord 
•Icme is exalted in that day."....Isa* ii*.M. Then a man's own 
n^Hbeousnessy wherein he trusted, is seen as filthy rags. His 
atvength he boasted of, is found to be perfect weakness ; his heart, 
in^ which he gloried as good, is found to be deceitful and desperately 
iddked* Then he becomes in his own eyes a poor sinner. He 
knowa his poverty ; he feels his wretchedness. Thus, when Jesus 
•akKie is exalted in his sight, he becomes little, vile, and mean 
inliis.own eyes; then he is poor in spirit, a mere beggar, who 
•must be wholly indebted to free-grace bounty and free-gift mercy. 
Though he sees his state to be guilty, wretched, and desperate, yet 
^ia blessed: Why so? Merely because he sees and knows himself 
tobie wretched, poor, miserable, blind, and naked? Alas! this 
knowledge* like Job's friends, would prove but as a miserable com- 
finrter to his soul. He can no more trust in his known poverty and 
rags to entitle him to the kingdom, than in his fancied robes and 
riches. But such are blessed or happy, because the grace of the 
kingdom is, in their hearts now, ^< and theirs is the kingdom of heaven 
.in glory*" Most joyful consideration! They are chosen to it by the 
love of the father; they are blessed in Christ Jesus with all spiritual 
Uewings; and, as an evidence of this, the Holy Spirit bestows on 
them ^' wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Jesus : he en- 
lightens the eyes of their understanding; then they know what is the 
hope of their calling, and what is the riches of the glory of his in- 
heritance in the saints. "••••£ph. i. 17, 18. How unspeakably bles- 
sed I How immensely rich are the poor in spirit ! ^^ Having nothing 
in themselves, yet possessing all things in Christ Jesus." 
. It is udualf in worldly commerce, where a person's credit li 
not- established, to value himiself upon the credit of some rich person : 
so he gains credit and repute. Thus the poor sinner values himself 
upon the riches of Jesus Christ for ail esteem and acceptance in the 
si|^t of God, and herein we have confidence for all things. Who is 
our wisdom? Jesus. Who is our righteousness? Jesus. Who is 
our sanctification ? Jesus. Who is our redemption? Jesus. He is 
our glory, our crown, our hope, and our daily rejoicing. Here, O 
soul, is thy precious inventory ! Read it, and rejoice at thy riches. 
^ All things are yours :" ministers, the world, life, death, tilings 
- present, things to come, are all yours. Why ? because you are 
fidthful to grace, and have fulfilled terms and conditions to gain or 
secure the favor of God? No: infinitely higher cause; ^< Ye are 
Christ's, and Christ is God's.".... 1 Cor. iu. 23. 
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likewise reckon ye yourselves to be dead indeed untcikii 
but alive unto God through Jesui Christ. ^.^BoM^ vh 1 1. 

There is a death t* nin 'V^hich We are all n&tUtAlljr imder* 
There » a death foe sin; thiB^oUi* dear Saviour (ire cfdi ncrtti- think 
of it too much, ix>r mention it to6 often) aufiered for on the titMb 
And there is a death tf«Td sin, which etery believing: ttetnte' of 
Jesus partakes of; by virtue of union to him. Fat When JtMm dM 
for sin on the ctx>s8, all his members were m]fsticfl^y comideted ill 
him, and dying in bim, as their covcftiiuit head and fepmestmativif 
unto sin. And, by communion with Jeans, the dame Spirit which 
raised up Jesus the head, dwells in the mortal bodies of his btlievift^ 
members,quibkeningthem to newness of life. Ftom henee thtajMstle 
iFDuld have such reckon, infer, or conclude themseltea ^^toUedatttf 
indeed unto sin." And on the same account, and for the same Mitto% 
^^ alive unto God, through Jesus ChiisU" 

Now, belioTer, how dost thou rcckoDf reaaoo, and conclude nMT 
thy spiritual estate ? because thou, dost not find all sin desd m tfaee^ 
but feelest the motions c^siii stirring and raging for the masteiy orct 
Uiee, dost thou from hence judge of thy state, and condudi thob hast 
not the faith of God*8 elect?. Alas! this will distt^ess thy soul, wMdceA 
tiiy confidence of faith, iidminister life and vigour to thy Ifns and: 
lusts, and bring death upon thy spiritual life of comfort, kiVt) and' 
holiness. The word of God is the only rule of out fkith ; -by that W)i. 
ure to determine of our state* Though sin be aUve in ihee^ yet thoU 
Art to reckon thyself dead to that, so as to have nothing to do wiUi if». 
Though thou grdanest under ^< a body of death," yet thou att t& 
<:Dnclude thyself ^' alive unto God through Jesuft Christ.*' Reckott 
thyself dead to that sin of sins^ y^kbelief.^ This ks the V£b oC 
all other skis. Bedeiif to its reasonings, dead li>- its t^elis* . Botkv 
dishonor thy Lord, and rob thy Soul of its comfort* . • 

Here is the mystery of feithp This is to be hdd in n pure dm- . 
science. There is a freedom from sin; ofuctessto God with boldi. 
ness. Here is the yidiofy of saints* Here is the triumph of truth - 
against all our enemies, to the deadi of sin and the life <tf hc^neiai 
Hence, through the Spirit of truth springs our daily comfort, jooni. . 
tinned growth in grace, in the knowledge of Jesus, and in pehMtial - 
holiness ^ life and conversation. 



Do we not know that solemn word, So from the gnve did Chriet 
That we are bury'd with the Lord, And lives to God above the skies* 
ftaptizM into his death, and then No more let sin and satan rtign 
Put off the body of our sin? -Overmif iAOTtalflea& a|g;%ilfk; 

Oar souls receive diviher breath. The various lusts we lerv'd be^MV, 

Rais*d from corruption guilt and death; Shall have dominioa noW no msrt. 
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JFisr if when toe zvere enemies, we were reconciled to God 
. . iy^ the death of his Son, much more being reconciled, zve 
. .shall be saved by his life. ...Rom. v. 10. 

NxAR twenty years ago, upon hearing a certain preacher rehe- 
ft«iitlf assert, *< that souls might be justified by faith in Jesus, and 
yet afterwards bum in hell," my soul was brought into grei^ dark^ 
hMS, perplexity, and distress. Glory to my dear Lord, by this very 
Ifett he again restored light, peace, and joy to my soul, and dearly 
taHght and comfortably established me in jthe scriptural doctrine Of 
the certain perseverance of all God*s saints to eternal glory. I record 
lliife tothe praise of our dear Lord, and to the comfort of his people. 
. <*If when we were enemies :"....tp whom ? Our worst fot, sataA f 
Mo: but to our best friend, God : the God of our salvation ; to Jesui 
our- God and Saviour ; to God the Spirit our sanctifier-; to tht goa^ 
pel of his grace, and word of our salvation. ^ O, what a precious word 
fa this ! ** reconciled to God." God in Christ was reconciled to us. 
O) what love and grace ever dwel( in his heart to us enemies, trai* 
tjorst uid rebels against him I this he manifested in reconciling us tA 
hfansel^ How ? *^fiy the death of his Son." O, my fellow sinners ! 
U every step let higher wonder rise in your hearts and mmte* The 
tfross of Jesus, what hath it done roa us ! Jesus dying on the cross ! 
O9 what' hath it effected in us ! Here we view, believe, and know 
the love God hath to us. This belief slays the enmity of our rebel- 
lious hearts ; bows our stubborn wills, and attracts our alienated 
nfiections. We throw down our arms, embrace our reconciled Gody 
desire for ever to cease all hostility against him. ^ Much more being 
reoeinciled" to God's purposes, providence, an^ grace ; his way 6f 
•alvalSon by his Son Jesus, submitUng to his righteousness for justi« 
£cation, to his sceptre to be governed, to his Spirit to be led, and to 
his gospel to be saved and ruled. What then ? Being thus fecon« 
cited) may we not be cast off at last, and bum in hell for ever ? Yes, if . 
Jdraa can die, perish, and be annihilated ; but not otherwise. For, 
*Iuyw much more shall we be saved by hia life !" By faith we receive 
the atonement t>f his death. This is the life of our souls. By hia 
life of intercession for us, we are as safe and as sure of glory, at 
thimgh we were already seated in the heavenly mansions t unless 
Christ shed his blood in vain, God reconciles us to himself in vain; 
our &ith is vain; the work of God's Spirit is in vain ; and all the pro* 
mises of God are in vain, and of no effect. But all this is utterif 
impossible. God's purpose according to election shall standi not of 
works, but of him who calUthiMMRom ix. U. 
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He shall glorify me.. .John xvi. 14. 



**ir 



The gospel of Jesus is suited to our indigent state and distres- 
sed circumstances ; • but i^eare arerse to receive the truth in the knrc 
of it, because of our loftiness of Spirit and pride of hearts A sfstiem 
that tends to exalt and glorify us in our own eyes and in the nght cf 
others, M'e are naturally very fond of. This notion sticks close to ua^. 
we do not easily part with it. To imagine ourselves possest of some 
inherent good dispositions and amiable tempers, which put UB'upott 
more respectable terms in the sight of God, and gain his favor^ tbk 
we are apt to mistake for the work of the Spirit upon the hearts 
But as this notion leads from the faith and hope of the gospel, fippor 
seth the glory of Jesus, lays another foundation than that which. God 
hath laid, and tends to plume the creature with pride and vanity, wc 
are taught to reject it as a spirit of Antichrist and delusion. This 
God severely reproves his church of old for: ^^Thou didst trust in 
thine own beauty and playedst the harlot, because of thy renown«'%Mk 
Ezek* xvi. IS* But the blessed Spirit, who effects tbemaniage- 
nnion between the Lamb and his bride, doth nothing upon tht heart 
that it should trust in, so as to attract the affections from Jesus, or to 
produce incontinency of behaviour to our rightfol Lord. No : ^the 
Spirit shall glorify, not himself as the agent, not yourselves .as the 
subject of his operations, but he shall glorify me,V saith Jesus, in 
your ^ight, heart, and affections. He shall bear witness to my per- 
son and offices of the relation I stand in to you; that justification ii 
solely by my righteousness, atonement for your sins by my own 
sacrifice, and pardon of them by my blood : that I am your priest* 
ever before the throne, representing your persons, and pleading 
your cause. So shall you find peace in me, live daily upon me, 'and 
rejoice only in me. 

Thus by this work of the Spirit, Christ alone is exahed and glori* 
fied ; our hearts comforted in truth, and sanctified in love, to thc^ 
honor and service of our heavenly King. Thus, to them that 
belij&ve, Jesus is precious ; because we see the Father's love centre 
in him, and diffusing itself through his pierced heart to ours, hf the 
Holy Ghost given to us. Hence we become alive in our spirits and. 
affections to God, and dead, to self-seeking, self-righteous, self-glo^ 
rying views. We die daily to carnal lusts and corrupt affectionsy 
which we know tend to dishonor our dear Lord, are contrary to his, 
will,, degrade our souls, and rob us of sweet, heart-felt commumon 
with him. The more Jesus is tj|ius glorified, and we abide in him> 
so much the more are we enabled to bring foith the fruits of th^ 
Spirit to the praise and glory of him. "As many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God."....Rom. viii. 14. 
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Who makelh thee to differ from another K. .A Cor. iv. 7. . 

Perhaps few will reply, in the very words of a haughty Armi- 
niaii. ^ I of myself, made myself todifibr; since I could resist God 
and'-divtne pre-dctermination, but have not. Why then may I not 
l^ory in myself?" Yet inch is the language of all our proud hearts 
1^ nature, we are so fond of vain-glory. Awful declaration of our 
LonFsl ^* Every idle ^vord that men shall speak, they shall give an 
account of in the day of judgment." Who then can be saved? I 
bumbly conceive these idle words imply proud, self-righteous, se!f« 
Bofllicient words, maliciously spoken in contempt of the sovereignt 
distinguishing grace of God, free justification by the righteousness 
bf Jesas, and full salvation by his finished work onlt* So Mal« 
■w« 1S«.«/' Your words have been stout against me, saich the Lord." 
The whole of that in Matt. xii. seems to prove this sense, and the 
context confirms it**..'^ By thy words thou shalt be justified." I. e* 
By the confession of thy mouth, arising from the belief of thy heart 
of salvation by g^ce, through the Son of God, thou shalt be justified, 
^ and by thy words thou shalt be condemned." i. e. Thy words 
betray the pride and unbelief of thy heart, in not submitting to the 
lovereignty of God's gprace and free salvation by his beloved Son* 
For this thou shalt be condemned. By line upon line, and precept 
upon precept the Holy Ghost testifies of, exalts and glorifies the 
Lord Jesus, as all our salvation, and beateth down all self-confidence^ 
and all self-glorying. 

Yet we dare not deny what the Holy Spirit hath done in our hearts. 
By this we differ from others, and are distinguished from our former 
aeives, when in our natural state' of pride. But this is all of the 
iovereign grace of God. Hence we are made to differ as to our 
SPEECH. We dare not speak of ourselves but as poor sinners, who 
never have, nor never could do any thing to make ourselves differ 
ID state or in practice. We are made to differ in judgment. We 
no longer set our dear Saviour at nought, or so lightly esteem the 
love of God as to think we can gain an interest in Jesus, aod procure 
a^titk to God's favor by our own works. But We firmly believe 
^ God' HATH made us accepted in the beloved, to the praise of the 
glory of his grace."....£ph. i. 6. Hence our affections are turned 
to God in Christ by the power of the Spirit; Jesus is the delight of 
our souls and the glory of our hearts. He is to us the cfaaefest 
among ten thousand, and altogether lovely. His lov^, person, 
offices, and work, so enamour our souls and endear him to our 
hearts, that we are continually longing, to know him more. Also, 
. Qur practice is hereby infiuenced to hate and forsake the trifling 
conversation, the vain amusements, sinful vanities of a wicked 
world. ^' For our fellowship is with the Father, and his Son Jesus 
Christ. "...• 1 John i. 3. 
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"i 

For all the promises of God in him are yea^ and in hiHh 
Amen, unto tlte glory of God by us.... 2 Cor, i. 20. 

Through the workings of our carnal frames, it is natural to ui 
all to seek comfort from legal work, instead of gospel promi^est 
When a poor sinner is taught by man to believe, '^ unless he perfonnf 
the condition, he cannot receive the blessing of the promise :" ftom 
this mistaken notion he labours and toils for a season, but fiqding 
himself unable to reduce the doctrine to practice, he sits down ii| 
dejection, and gives up all hope of mercy in this way. This iriU 
always be the case where sincerity is not suffered to give way tQ 
yelf-deceit* But when the sun of righteousness ariseth with glory 
on the soul, these mists of ignorance fiee away* When the free: 
love of the everlasting covenant is made manifest to a sinner's hear^ 
by the Spirit, he cries out in wonder and ecstacy*, ^^ This is all my 
salvation and all my desire." When by faith he beholds Jesus tha 
surety of the covenant, sees all the promises of life and 9alvatioi| 
center in him, Jesus becomes the hope of his souU and the promisci 
the joy of his heart. 

Blessed be God for a precious Christ, precious promises, an4 
precious faith. What could our God do more ? What could he give 
more to his people than what he hath graciously done for them, and 
freely given to them? Disciple, wherefore dost thou doubt f Why art 
thou reading a gloomy lecture over thy fallen state? Why sitting 
with folded hands and dejected look, because thou feelest the comipl 
workings of thy sinful flesh? What have thy legal thoughts brought 
forth but that black monster, ukbelikf? This dares to gainsay the 
truths of God, deny his promises, set the Saviour at nought, and 
fob him of his glory. What! because thou canst not find nor feel 
imy thing in thyself to deserve God*s love, or for which he should 
make cme promise of mercy, wilt thou therefore conclude againsi 
the greatness of his love and freeness of his promises ? Yea, but it is 
for that very reason, because thou hast nothing in thyself but sii^ 
und misery, thy God will have all the glory of his own grace in saving 
thy soul, according to his promise in Christ Jesus. The L^nb, who 
spilt his blood for sin, who hath righteousness for the naked, snd 
IL tongue to plead the cause of the destitute, has all the pronMsea 
in his hsnds, to bestow the blessing of them on his needy members* 
Therefore out of his fulness we receive, and grace for grace. So the 
Holy Spirit giveth us to believe and come to the inexhaustible fulness 
of Jesus for our every supply. Here we may fix our faith, and m 
the assurance of truth be confident we shall want nothing. For this 
yery end is connected with our comfort, << the glory of Gov*** 
Therefore every promise of grace here and glory hereafter are sures 
TIE A imd ANSN, so be it: according to God's purpose and graot 
in Christ Jesus..«.3 Tim* ji* 9. 
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.^<krnot, thou worm Jacob.... Isa. xli. 14. 

Ih the light of truths and under the teaching of the Spirit, every 

lidiever in Jesus loses sight of the once fancied dignity of his human 

iMttrfey iand ahiks in Uie idew of himself to the meanest reptile* Pro^ 

hably die church, in Isaiah's days, had heen considering her weakf 

lidpless state ; surrounded with trials and difficulties ; exposed con- 

tifMally to the power of enemies on every side ; in great danger of 

feeing trodden under feet and crushed to death ; and had been laying 

lier case before the Lord, confessing the words of David, ^' I am a 

.worm, and no man."...«Psalm xxii. 6. Well, the Lord condescends 

to reply to such humble souls in their own language. ^^Thouf^ 

fhou art as mean in thine own eyes, and as as despicable in the sight 

oT others as a poor, base, insignificant, crawling worm of the earthy 

yet thou art precious in my sight. Though thou hast no power in 

ihyself to resist thine enemies, no strength to support thyself under 

thine afflictions and distresses, though satan threatens, troubles bow 

thee down, corruptions rag^, and all the combined force of earth and 

hell is enraged against thee, yet fear not, thou worm, saith the 

Lord." 

Thou soldier of Jesus, <^fear kot," is the word of command 
from th< captam of thy salvation. Scarce any phrase so frequently 
occurs in the word of God as this. Consider it as an antidote against 
idl thy despondings, doubtings, and dejections. Thou canst never 
figJI into any exercise, be under any temptation, be visited by any . 
afiOtrtibn, come into any straits or difficulties, but what the power of 
GJDd can support thee under, and bring thee safely through. Consult 
not human probability; judge not according to appearances ; say not, 
^ Worm as I am, I shall surely be crushed.' Nay, but is any thing 
too hard for God? Hesaithj ^<I will help thee;" I will succour; I 
will support thee; I will strengthen thee; my grace is sufficient foi* 
thee. Can a God of truth promise in vain ? Will a God of love ever 
fidl to assist? Doth not a God of wisdom know when to deliver? Suf- 
fice it, we have his promise. That engages his truth, and that de^ 
mands our faith to honor him. But, **I am with thee," saith the 
Saviour. He is present; though perhaps thou thinkest otherwise, 
and feelest not lus comfortable presence. Thy most secret sigh, as 
well as every distress, lies open to his view. The crafty designs of 
thy subtle fbe, and all his vile stratagems, are without a covering 
before thy Lord. Terrify and distress thee he may, but prevail over 
thy soul he shall not! "For he that keepeth Israel, neither slumbep- 
eth nor sleepeth."....He is ever watchfol to guard, and powerful fo 
keept and he hath given us this absolute promise, ^ No weapon that 
is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise 
i^nst thee in judgment, thou shalt condemn."*M.Isa* liv. 17. 
Vol. L I i . 
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If a man think himself to be something wlien he is nothir^, 
be deceiveth himself.... GaL vi. 3. 

THEleavenof Phariseeismy pride^ self-righteousnessy andself- 
suflliciency, is interwoven with our very nature. In the beginning 
that arch-deceiver) satan, poisoned the minds of our first parents 
with -that corrupt doctrine, '< Ye shall be as gods, knowing good and 
evil*" This infection hath tainted the whole human race: naturally 
every man deceiveth himself: he thinks himself to be that which in 
reality he is not. Hence is rooted enmity to the salvation of Jesus 
and the grace of the gospel: here man is nothing; here the creature 
is annihilated* As Paul saith of an ^' idol, it is nothing in the 
world:" so that idol^ a man's self, is nothing, knows nothing, can 
do nothing in the great work of salvation. Fallen nature^ with alt 
its boasted goodness, affected piety, devout efforts, contributes 
nothing ; £[>r '< all is of grace," rich, free, and sovereign grace. 
Man, with all his vaunted ^' knowledge of good and evil;" his free 
will to choose the good and refuse the evil, his rectitude to perform 
his duty and secure his salvation, by fulfilling terms and conditions 
of the gospel; all these are mere non-entities; lighter than vanity 
when weighed in the balance of the sanctuary* 

O believer, when thou thinkest thyself nothing, knowest nothing 
of thyself, then thou thinkest and knowest right. But when thon 
art led to think, ^^ now I am something in myself; now I know siome- 
thing by myself; now I can do something of myself, to keep myself 
in the favor of God, and to be faithful to his g^ce," verily thou 
deceivest thyself. This is acting like the church of Galatia under 
spiritual witchcraft, *^ beginning in the Spirit, and ending ia the 
flesh." This, in the strict and proper sense, is ^^ falling frox 
GRACE." So nature's pride exalts one's self, and censures other 
christians as carnal and unfidthful. This pride of the fiesh oj^x^seth 
our growth in grace, and is contrary to the humbling knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. To know the grace of God in truth, is to own its 
sovereign operations upon the soul, to be steady as the sun in its 
course, uncontroulable as the wind in its power, unfrustjrabLc as the 
tide in its motion, and as unyielding to the power of nature, and the 
will of man, as the proud waves of the great ocean. To ^^put on 
the Lord Jesus," is to ^< put off the old man with its deceitful lusts," 
and pride. To ^< rejoice in Christ Jesus," is ta ^^ have no confix 
dence in the flesh." The Lord will ^^ suffer no flesh to glory in his 
presence." ^Let him that glorieth, glory in the LokU".^*.! Coiv 
i* 31. Happy for us, with Paul, ^most gladly therefore^ will I 
rather glory in my infirmities^ that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me,"*.M2 Cor. xii. 9* 
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S)f carefiilfor riothing : but in every thing, by prayer and 
supplication, with thank^iving, let your requests be made 
' Jnwvn unto God....PhiL iv. 6. 

All anxious cares which torture and distress the mind arise 
'fhttn luibelief ; they are contrary to our professimi) dishonorabfe to 
-our GfOd) and hurtful to the peace and comfort of our souls* There- 
Jbre they are foii>id bj^ the gospel of grace^ in love to the children 
of God* Buty belicYer, thou hast not so learned Christ as to pass 
tfvray a life of carekss indolence and thoughtless inactivity. No; 
i^g^lance, industry, and fervency of spirit, is a suitable frame ever 
lb be found in. Not slothful in business, but fervent in Spirit, 
serving the Lord* Carefioil and diligent in the use of all means in 
thy powei^, both to procure the subsistence and welfiire of thy body, 
tfi'well as to keep up the liveliness and vigour of thy soul. Carefol 
and diligoit, yet without care that hath disquietude and ctistress* 
Ab to the things of this life, it is sufficient to answer all thy amuety, 
dnd bilence thy every fear and doubt; << your heavenly Father (saitlr 
Jesus) Imoweth you have need of them*" He feeds the birds. Wilf 
lie suffer his babes to starve? Thou shalt have all things needful for 
fife aiid godliness. If such a sinner as I may speak of himself, under 
WQiidly losses and disappointments I have thought, ^< Well, though 
I have not what I expected, I can very well go to heaven without 
it." This consideration, thanks to my dear Saviour, katii often* 
broQght a heaven of contentment to my sohI, in a world of disap- 
pointment. 

* As to spiritual blessings, ^^ He that spared not his own Son, but 
^fiedy gave him up a sacrifice for our ans; how shall he not with 
him aho firaely give us all things." The Father that hath ^< blessed 
ii» with all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus," will hand them out 
to us%^ hiB holy Spdrit in number, weight, and measure, just as his 
wtsdoni sees best; and it is our wisdom to be content and thankful. 
Here is encouragement for &ith and prayer. 

And canst thou look within> wkhout, aroimd, above, and see na 
cause for thanks^ving and praise, O christiaBl Ave not what thou- 
hast in hand, and what thou hast in hope, l^e free-gifts- of the grace 
of thy God? Call to mind his mercies to excite gratitude ; reflect on* 
his promises to quicken in prayer. Under all thy trials, distresses, 
sorrows, fearsi, doubts, and diffieulties, here is sweet encourage-- 
ment for thy soul; speak them out freely i make thy^ requests 
fiumliariy unto God. And what shall be the happy consequences?* 
Hear and rejoice, thou shalt have more ^ abundantly than either* 
thou canst think of or ask for.".—£ph. iii. 30. 



Christ ever lives to intercede 
liefocs bis Father's face : 



Content, my soul, thy cause he'll pltad'» 
Koc doabt thy Father't ipraae^ 
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JIfy grace is sufficient far thee: far mjf strength is imulk 
perfect in thy zaeakness....2 Car. xii. 9* 

Spiritual conflicts with the enemy of souls are the lot ''tf all 
€kid's' children Holy Paul was imder deep and afiUctiiig; distress 
of souK Satan the adTersary assaulted htm Tery powetfally* fie 
groaned under it ; he frequently besought Jesus that this grievous 
and indnfol messenger of satan might be made to depart from 'hinii 
and that his conflict might.be at an end* Oj what distressing; csdr* 
cises God's children undergo :from the enemy I The hearts of siodi 
only know thebittemess thereof. But is the captain of their 8alf»> 
ticm regardless of them? Is he deaf to thcilrprayers when they caft 
on him? No: he ever hearSf he always answers in love* 'Bvfc ^d 
the L^ord grant his dear servant's request? No ; then the design ofhmr 
would not have been answered* Paul was in danger «f bnng'. 
^ ezahcd above measure." This was to be prevented.- He wab ^ tm 
glory in infirmities." This was to be eflected. Satan's design was 
for his evil. Jesus makes it woik fin* good. But that he mlg^ not 
fiMUt in the combat, this comfortable answer is given, ^ My grace 
is sufficient for thee ; for my strength is made perfect ih weaknessJ' 
Let it sufike, my love and fiivor is ever towards you; my ahmgfaty 
strength is engaged to preserve youi. Though you are wealoMss 
itself to withstand such an enemy, yet my almighty strengdi shdl 
uphold you; in this you shall conquer. * j v r - 

Here is the strongest assurance fi>r the confidence of. fiudi^ and 
the most solid ground for the rejoidng of hope. The grace and love 
of Jesus opposed to the maike and hatred of satan ; the strength of 
Jehovah triumphing in, and made illustriously glorious throng^ 
saints' weakness.: O, what an ev^r-loving, alUsufficient^ omnipoteat 
Lord is Jehovah Jesus! The Lord whom thou servest; believer, 
knows thy every distress and conflict of souU He will strengthdh 
thee in, support thee under, and bring thee safe through and oat of 
all thy exercises and troubles. Thou shalt lose nothing in the fbmace 
but the dross of nature's pride and corruption, and the vanity of self- 
glorying, self-sufficiedcy, and self-righteousness. God by has Spbit 
will teach thee to profit in humility loid self-diffidence, and to -glory 
in and exalt the Lord Jesus more and more. Sweet and encourag- 
ing is that promise to Gfod's church and people in general: strong 
and comfi>rting as God's declaration to Paul, in particular: ^Fear 
not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee; yea I will help thee; yea I will uphold thee. with 
the righthand of my righteousness."....Isa. xli. 10. 

I can do ill things, or csn htva But if the Lord be once withdrawn, 

All fvff^ings if my Lord be there : And we attempt the work alone : 
Sweet pleasures mingle with the pains, When new teniptationi spring and ttse» 
While his left hand my head softains. We find how great our wealmess is. 
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fikdge not acanrding to the appearance, but Judge righteous 
judgment....John vii. 24. 

Bt acting contraiy to this advice of our prophet^ the children of 
God- oEten diacress their poor hearts* Perhaps in no one instance 
ittCHre.tilan .this* ^My feet were almost gone» mj steps had well 
mglislipt," said the Psalmist* Whf? What was the case? Alas I 
■kfl! he had been looking at the outward appearance of the wicked* 
How happf) gay, and joyful they seemed! So that corrupt nature 
and carnal reason had erected a tribunal in opposition to £edth and 
tititb. ^Verily/' says he, '^Ihave cleansed my heart in vain,'' 
hck .But be was soon undeceived and brought to '^ judge righteous 
judgment," from the records of truth in the sanctuary of his God**«* 
Psalm Ixxiii* Professors of old had a severe check (Mai* iii*) for 
thua. judging* ^^ Your words have been stout against me, saith the 
Lord^ ye have said it is vain to serve God/' &c* ^^ You call the proud/' 
that 18, the self-righteous, but disobedient persons, whom I resist 
and«bhor, ^ happy." Christian, beware of judging of men* Be 
caatioas of determining of matters by appearances* They are very 
deoeitliil* Judge ofno man's state by appearances: evil actions we 
may condemn; good actions we should applaud* But to judge and 
determine the eternal state of any by appearances, we have no 
authority* It was a judicious speech of St* Austin, ^^ If I see a 
wicked man die, shall I say he is gone to hell? I dare not* - Shall I 
say he is gone to heaven? I cannot*" 

, How awful were the fells of David and Peter I To What dreadful 
ledgtha of cruel persecuticms against Christ, his tnith, and members, 
didPaql run! Yet how did the rich grace of our God triumph in 
thw repj&ntance and salvation!. Therefore, believer, even as to thine 
^wn eternal state, judge not firom present sense and appearance, 
tllioiigh all things seem against thee* Oppose not thy frames and 
feelings to God's truth, lov^ grace, promises, and oath in Christ 
Jeans* And they all point«***to whom? Even to sinners, lost and 
periahing sinners* Whatever else thou hast lost, a sense of sin is 
Willi thee* True, sayest thou, and a dreadful sense it is* I also 
know the same ; I have a fellowship with thee in the same sorrowful 
truth* But still, ^this is a feithful saying, worthy of all acceptation 
at all times, that Christ Jesus came into tdie woiid to save sinners*'* 
Istherea doubt in thine beart^ a fear in thy mind, a sin upon thy 
conscience, but he is able to relieve and cleanse thee from ? ^* Be not 
.fiuthless, but believing," saith thy Lord***«John xx* 37* 

Not different food or different dress. When weaker christians we despise. 

Compose the kingdom of our Lord i We do the gospel mighty wrong, 

Bnt peace and joy and righteousness, For God, the gracious and the wise» 

Pa'itk Mid obedience to his word. Receives the feeble with the strong- 
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And ike children struggled together within her: and sKe 
saidy If it be so, why am I thus ? And she went to inquire 
of the Ij)rd....Gen. XXV. 22. 

Vert uncommon and extraordinaiy was the case of Rebekak: 

inward commotion and strong contention, between the fruit of her 

body, alarmed Tier greatly: each threatening death to' the <»theri 

and herself also* Happy her conduct* In this distress she seeb 

satisfaction from the Lord* A noble instance of ^th and femiliaritf 

with the God of Israel* This also was written for our learning: a 

Very just and striking emblem is this of the christian* As verily as 

Jacob and Esau were in the womb of Rebekah, so is the christam 

the subject of two contending parties, the old and new man, .flesh 

and Spirit* The life of each is opposite to the other; eacli is striving 

for the mastery over the other* Here is the daily conflict oF 

disciples* 

To good'SBd evil cqutl bents 
Sinfut in iuunre» yet a samt. 

' How does the poor groamng, burdened sinner act? Like Umaelfy 
, ai believer o^ Jesus* With Rebekah, he goes to his couNSELLOKt 
.,Iie enquires of the Lord Jesus* Is he like Paul in conflict of sooi 
cryiD<^ out, ^^ O wretched man that I am ?" Yea, like Rebekah, is he 
sometimes weary of his life, because of the daughters of Hedi, the 
Bumerous progeny of corrupt lusts of die flesli ! Here is an evidence 
of his spiritual life: this is a full proof of the strugglings of a aane-^ 
ijfied soul* ' Though the poor heart may cry out, ^ I a saint, I a 
member of the Holy Jesus, I a child of God! O, stirely it cannot be*: 
If so, why am I thus ?' Know, O soul, that it pleased the Father 
that all fulness of grace should dwell in Jesus. He suffered thy hJH 
into this state that he might raise thee by Jesus ; and he is pleased 
to leave thy sinful nature vile and corrupt as he found it, until it 
shall be « sown a vile body." Thou art like Rebekah groaning and 
waiting to be delivered. Suffice it, that thou live by feith in Jesus; 
" wait in hope for the adoption, namely, the redemption of our body.'* 
••••Rom. viii. 23* Know thou art called in love, daily to •* put off the 
old man with his deeds*.-to mortify the flesh with its affections and 
lusts." But yet always to reckon thyself after Christ, in thy new' 
state^ possessed of perfect righteousness and true holiness* Ever 
accepted in him, God's beloved Son; thy beloved head, surety, and 
Saviour : in him ever acceptable to thy God. Thus the Lord thy God 
ever delights-in thee, and rejoiceth over thee ; sees no spot of sin, but- 
adorned with perfect beauty* Such are the glorious views of faith, ia 
opposition to all sense and feeling. So, shortly shalt thou be pre- 
se^ted to the Father by Jesus, perfectly holy and without blemish> 
*^nat having spot or wrinkle, or any such thin|f.".^Eph^ v. 27. 
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Wt know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved^ we, have a building ofGod^ an house not made 
xvith hands, eternal in the heavens. ...2 Cor. v. 1. 

It is the grand device of that arch-deceiver, satan, to represent 
the religion of Jesus as tending to melancholy, gloom, and sadness; 
but daily experience proves the reverse; for under a sense of a crazy^ 
disordered foody, from views of its approaching dis9olution, with 
thoughts of its being shortly committed to the silent gr^ve, who can 
{mttm an air of composure, joy, and delight, except the christian? 
Who such cause £br continual felicity, as he who kuows his lease la 
well nigh expired of his present house, that shortly it is to be 
pulled down ; but yet, through the kindness and love of his heavenly 
Father, a free grant of his eternal inheritance is given hini> ^<of a 
house not made with hands ?" What comfort roust it yield to him 
to KNOW the nature of the purchase, the certainty of its being obtained* 
the price fully paid, the deeds signed and sealed, the conveyance 
legally made, his tru'^tee, Jesus, actually being in possession ; yea and 
"the earnest of his inheritance in his heart, by the Holy Ghost given 
unto him :" O, the inexpressiUe joy of this, knowledge ! All this we 
assuredly know by £uth. Come, my brother mortal, is thy house 
like mine, ruined, crazy, and just ready to fall ? O, let us daily be. 
looking by faith, from Pisgah's top to the promised inheritance* 
Let us daily consider our approaching dissolution, that our hearts- 
inay more and more love and live with our dear Saviour, who has told 
us, ^^ I go to prepare a place for you, I urill come again to receive 
you tomyself : where I am, there shall you be also«".«..John xiv* 2, 5« 
Vain and trifling is all this perishing world has to offer, compared 
with the glory which shall shortly be revealed in us ; yea, not to be 
set in competition with the grace that is now upon us. And what 
can deprive such an. heir of his inheritance ? Shall sin ? No ; that is 
fiilly atoned by the blood of Jesus* Shall the world? No ; he hath 
victory over that, by the £uth of Jesus* Shall satan I No-; the 
*^ God of peace will bruise satan under his feet shortly.".— Rom« 
xvii 30. Shall the corruptions of his nature and the workings of 
unbelief? These may distress and make him groan ; may deject with 
doubts ; but shall not disinherit. For unbelief also is included in that 
precious promise, ^' Sin shall not have dominion over you, for ye are 
under grace. "••••Rom. vi. 14. And all suchi are ^^ kept by the power 
of God through faith unto salvation." 

There is a house not made with hands, Shortly this prison of my clay 

Eteriial, and on hisfh, Must be dissoLvM and fall ; ' 

And here my spirit waiting stands Then, O my soul, wi^h joy obo^y 

Till God shall bid it fly. Thy h^av'nly Father's caU- 
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They who feared the Lordy spake often one Co another itik 
Lord hearkened and heard it..i.Mal. iii. 16. 

The tongue^ though but a little member, yet is capable of being 
employed to the best services, or to the worst purposes* We are as- 
sured he is a perfect man who offends not in word. He is a man mStet 
God's own heart who prays daily, ^^ Let the words of my mouth, and 
the meditatiao of my heart be acceptable in thy sights O Lord, mf 
strength, and my Redeemer.".f*Psalm xix. 14. ^^Whoisawis^ 
man and endued with knowledge amongst you? let him shew out of 
a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom/'...«James 
iii; 1 3* Thus perfection, real godliness, and true wisdom are ascribed 
to our words and conversation* ^^ By thy words thou shalt he justi- 
fied, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned*".«».Matt. xii* 37* 
Most weighty considerations! Let us take heed that we offendnoC 
with our tongue* But most encouraging assurance, our God heaikena 
to his dear children when we converse together about his kingdom 
and glory, aiid our peace, edification, and holiness. Yea more: O, 
condescending love ! ^^ A book of remembrance was written beibte 
him of them who feared the Lord, and thought upon his name.'! 
is such kind notice taken of our converse? Then what emulation 
ought to fire us, that our tongues may edify and provoke each other 
to love and good works I What shame to christians, that they too 
often meet and talk, and their poor hearts are neither edified^ warm- 
ed, or comforted! Why is this? Truly the end of. their, conversation^ 
^ Jesus the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever," was not consi- 
dered* He is always most worthy to be uppermost in our hearts and 
tongues* This, like a live coal from the altar, is the only fire to 
make cold hearts glow with love, and warm hearts bum with c^ectioD; 
The best news of the day, the fittest subject for conversation, is the 
rich, free, sovereign grace of our God, the k>ve of Christ, the gla4 
tidings of the gospel, the joyful news of salvation finished by Jesus* 
This we are going fiilly to enjoy* What then should we Ulk of by 
the way but this? O di;iciple, dost thou find a dull frame and a sad 
heart ? therefore, sayest, I am unfit to converse of these things ^ 
This is really like staying from the fire, because cold, or aM^yiFiii^g 
fbom food, because hungry* Consider the conduct of the diadples* 
^ Jesus drew near to them, and asks, what manner of communica- 
tions are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad V 
••**Luke xxiv* 17. Though they had lost sight of Jesus, thougltf 
their hearts were ^d about it, yet they refrained not talking and. 
communing about him* And he soon made theii: hearts bum within 
them* << Let your conversation be as becometh the gospel of Christ*" 
Phil. i. 2r. 
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d^fviH aUure hcTj and bring her into the xoildemesSy and 
speak can^fortably unto her...Mosea ii. 14. 

Cari^al ease begets spiritual sloth. Outward pmsperity often 

brings leanness of soul. Woridly joys, vain pleasures, and seotual 

. grati£k»itionS| are contrary to the spiritual delights, holy comforts, 

•laid godly: conversation of the soul. Of this observation we have 

'mwfiil cTidence* Woeful experience proves it. It itf^seldom seen 

that the church of Christ in general, or individual members thrive 

and prosper in soul, when all without is easy, prosperous, and joyful 

la the flesh. JJkt ^^ Jeshurun, we wax fat md kick, forsake God, and 

Jighdy esteem the rock of our salvation."....Deut. xxxii. 15. 

But the head of his churchy ever jealous fdr his own glory, ever 
watcfafol in love over his own members, will not suffer them to perish 
'vrith -B. surfeit from worldly kindness. They shall rather bleed by the 
loving staxAe of his hand, than &11 a sacrifice to the world and the 
'flesh* £arthly plants droop and wither by too great heat from the 
sun: so spiritual plants hang ther heads and decline under the warm 
sunshine of prosperity. ^^ But," saith the Lord, who delights in the 
spiritual prosperity of his pisople, ^^I will allure them to myself; I 
will persuade of the evil of forsaking me, the fbuntain of living 
waters^ and hewing out to themselves broken cisterns that will hold 
no water." The world, with all i^ gaudy show and glittering vani- 
ties, I will persuade them from. I will allure to myself the fbuntain 
of rtal happiness, the souroe of solid comfort, the centre of all felicity. 
The Saviour, who was led into the wilderness to be tempted for the 
.soul) will lead the soul into the wilderness to wean it from its carnal 
delights. In a solitary, desolate Wilderness, there is nothing grows 
to please the flesh, but aU is irksome and disagroeaUe to nature- 
Here no path to direct from danger and invite to safety is found. 
Here wild beasts of prey roam*'" Here the welcome footsteps of the 
traveller cannot be traced. Here nought but dreai*y dread and con- 
stant fears haunt the mind* Just so is a wilderness-state of soul ; 
C' whatfeare and sorrows pursue it ! How perplexed about the way, 
froiii danger to safety ! How gloomy, sad, and dejected is the heart ! 
O, in such m state how ready the soul to hear! O, how doth God 
there teach the soul the profitable lesson of consideration ! Former 
fbtlies are reflected on with shame, past conduct is mourned over, 
Worldly ohjeets rejected with contempt, the soul brought again to 
thirst after God; Jesus and salvation becomes its cry again. O, 
that it were with me as in months past I This is right. The Saviour 
lo^Fea to hear his members thus bemoaning themselves. Then is 
their ear open, and their heart attentive to his voiee; and he will 
speak,. n(»t what she deserves, wrath ; but comfortably unto her heart ; 
*< Fear not, I am thy God, and thy great satvatiop." 

Vol. I. Kk 
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And. they shall teach no more every man his neighbour y and 
every 7nan- his brother, saying. Know the Lord: for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest 
{f them, saiih the Lord...Jer. xxxi. 34, 

The outward teaching of the word is to be prized. Diligent 
attendance on gospel-preaching is by no means to be neglected* 
Faithful roiMsters of Jesus are to be esteemed highly, in.love for their 
works' sake* Christian conversation is to be valued: none of these 
are here spoken against by our Lord* No; his appointing teachersi 
the Spirit's owning and blessing the word by them to the instruction 
and conversion of souls, plainly prove the contrary. But JesuSi 
the substance, being come, teaching by types and shadows should 
be no more* Men shall not teach one another by pretended revela- 
tions : but the ministration of the Spirit should take place of the 
ministration of the letter* Such should be the effusion of the SfHrit 
after the ascension of Jesus ; that he should enlighten with his power 
and teach with his energy all the children of God* Every believer 
in Jesus has this unction of the Holy Spirit, which teacheth him all 
things.*** 1 John ii* 20. Hence the babe in Christ, as well an the 
father, is taught by the same divine Lord to know Jesus as the only 
and alone Saviour, the virtue of his precious blood, the perfection of 
his atonement, the glory of his righteousness,^ and the completeness 
of his salvation; taught to believe in his blessed name, and love his 
■adorable person* O believer, is this absolute declaration, ^^ they 
«hall all know me," thy mercy? Jehovah speaks with the voice of 
•omnipotence* The Lord effects by the power of bis sovereignty. 
They shall all know me: are all men thus taught of God? I>o all 
men know the Lord? We cannot say so* We dare not think so* 
The contrary is too evident. This teaching, this knowledge^ is not 
genera] and universal, but special and peculiar to God's people ohlt. 
Therefore his grace proved effectual to thy calling, thy teaching. 
How vain, how fruitless would all otjier teachers have proved I 
but the work is his, the comfort thine. Ever reflect on the pride of 
thy nature, the obstinacy of thy will, the blindness of thy understand- 
ing, the desperate wickedness and unbelief of thy heart, and bow to 
his sovereignty. Give the Spirit all the glory for what thou know- 
est of Jesus as thy hope and salvation. Now there is an essential 
differcBce between believing and knowing. All men believe there 
is a God. But to know God is peculiar to regenerate squIs. And 
this is the comforting criterion, to know him as our own sin-forgiv- 
ing God: for he adds, " i will forgive their iniquity; I will reqoem- 
ber their sin no more." 

We bless the prophet of the Lord Hos^nna to thy gUnrioas name» 

That comes wuh truth and grace : Who caird us by thy grace; 

Jesus, thy Spirit and thy word Thy mirciei lay a 'sovereign claim 

Poth t«»ch us in thy ways^ To our immortal praiic. 
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jffy man having put his hand ' to the plough^ and looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God,., .Luke ix. 62. 

The eyet though a little member, yet perhaps of all others is 
the greatest inlet to temptation. The first motion to sin entered by 
sedng. Eve saw the fruit was good and pleasant to the eye* 
Looldng begat long^g ; so lust was conceived, and brought forth 
ain» Sin when it was finished brought forth death upon' her and all 
her .posterity* When satan dared to tempt Jesus, he beg^ the 
attatk by presenting to his view the kingdoms of the world and the 
glories thereof. Seeing this, w;hat reason is there, with Job, to 
make a covenant with our eyes ! with David, to pray daily, *^ Turn 
away mine eyes from beholding vanity!" No state more awful than 
to set out in the best cause, and to turn back to the worst enemy* 
The last end of such is most dreadful. Most deplorable indeed, to 
turn away fix>m following Jesus, and make shipwreck of fsdth and a 
good conscience* 

. Whether he be minister or disciple who hath put his hand to the 
gospeI*plough, if his eyes are attracted to, and his heart allured after 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pnde of life, these 
will render him unfit for the kingdom of God. For these are as 
contrary to the Spirit, frame, and genius of Jesus and his kingdom, 
as heaven is to hell. No man can serve two such opposite masters. 
If thou hast chosen Jesus for thy portion and thy all, wherefore dost 
thou look back to the world? What slight and contempt doth such a 
conduct pour upon blessed Jesus ! It is a sad evidence the heart is 
not. whole with him^ Such conduct speaks loudly, as though there 
was somewhat desirable in Christ and his ways ; but not enough to 
win the Jbeart wholly, engage the affections entirely, and fill the 
mind with happiness completely. '^ If any man draw back, my 
90ulr saith the Lord, shall have no pleasure in him." And verily 
such a .soul can have no pleasure in God. Whither then will he 
fly ? to what refuge betake himself in the hour of calamity, and in 
the day of distress? Oh! a forsaken Jesus, a slighted gospel, and 
neglected salvation, will .wound the conscience with the keenest 
sting. See to it, O professor; watch over thy lustful eye. It is 
ever looking back to, and longing after more from this world than 
thou at present possesseth. O, beware of thy deceitful heart, lest 
that tumeth from Jesus to the world. If so, thy hand will soon let 
go the gospel-plough : and yet you will find carnal pleas for your 
conduct. Many poor, dry, barren professors, have ever a reason 
(such as it is) at their tongues-end for their covetous, worldly- 
minded spirit; when it is easy to observe, like Lot's wife, they 
&ce about to Sodom, and are become a standing monument of God's 
displeasure* ^^ But," saith the apostle, of all the faithful members of 
Jesus, ^^ beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things 
that accompany salvation^ though we thus sptak«\%%«'&'^« n\»^«> 
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Statrh the scriptures ; for in them ye think ye have eternd 
life; and they are they ujhich testify of me... John v. S9. 

It was an excelleftt replf of a christian ladf to i scoSiiigf iiifidel, 
who vented profane btaAcr upon the scriptureft^ alid asked. What 
proof she could give of the truth of holy writ? * Yourself, Sir/ 
said she, ^ is ond;' for it is wrRten, ^< There shall come in the last 
days scorffers, walking after their own lusts.".«.«3 Pet. iii. S» Evm 
Satan, when he tempted our Lord, though he dared to pert«rf, y«t 
he nerer once attempted to deny holy scripture to be the truths <if 
God. Shame to professors who are ignorant of God's wotd* Fof 
Jesus &nd eternal life are revealed therein. Even devils, who hatt 
Ao hope from the scriptures, teem well versed in them. But lAisy 
not Jonadab's question to Amnon be put even to some of God^s dill* 
dren, " Why art thou, being a king's scwi, lean from dfty to day?" 
••••21 Sam. xiii. 4. Leanness of soul conies cm many through neglect-^ 
ing the nourishing truths of God's word. It is the rich fei^t of the 
Father's love* By it the soul is fed and nourished up to eternal life. 
Verily, when we lose our appetite for the scriptures, and they aH! 
not savoury food to us, it is because our souls are distempered. 

** They testify of me," saith Jesus. Is not that WoM enough? 
What so sweetly, so powerfully engaging to the ^ul, as when soMe-* 
what of our dear Saviour is to be learned from every page? The 
fnore we are acquainted with his precious person, his amaanng love, 
his wonderful humility, his astonishing sufferings, his fifinshed work 
oh earth, so much the more will he be endeared to.ouf hearts* We 
shall priase the word that testifies of him, and the Spirit that glorifies 
him : we shall think of him, love him, live upon him, live to him, 
long to be with him from day to day. So we shall beguile all oui' 
troubles and trials below ; our hearts will be simple and happy; our 
Oonversation and conduct will be more like the meek Lamb of God^ 
Thus shall we grow as Pharaoh's "kine, fat-fleshed and well-favor^, 
while we feed in God's meadow^"....Gen. xli. IS". If we i^lect 
the scriptures that testify of Jesus, no marvel if we cnjoV not the 
comfort of the Spirit's witness of Jesus. Says Luther, * Let the 
Lord take me out of life this hour, or when it pleaseth him, I leave 
this behind me, I will own Jesus Christ for my Lord and my Gdd. 
This I have not only out of the scriptures, but by manifold experiehee 
also, for the name Jssus hath often helped and comf6rted me, ^hen 
no creature could.' " Holy scriptures are able to make us wise imt6 
salvation, through faith, which is in Christ Jedus."....2 TittRiii. 15.' 

Great God ! piine eyes with pleasure Let the h\st raptures of the mind. 
On the dear ▼olume of thy book ; [look, Be lost and vanish in the wind: 
There my Redeemer's fitce I see, Here I can fix my hope secure ; 

And read his name who dy'd for me. This is tky word and ihoac todffre. 
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Tit are coimeio Jesus the. Mediator of the new covenant^ 
and to the blood of sprinkling... .Heb. xii. 24. 

« : When from zeal and affection for their beloved master, the 
diadplea would have called for fire from heaven, *'He rebuked themi 
Baying) Ye know not what manner of apirit ye are of." In young dit*^ 
cqiles there it often much heat of zeal which is not according to kbow* 
ledge; they know but little what evils they are called from, and what 
privileges they are come to. It behoves all to be diligent in readings 
hearing, and studying, the truths of Jesus. So the Spirit makei 
wise heads and joyful hearts. To see, taste, and feel somewhat of 
Jesus from the law, the types and figures, the prophesies, promises, 
and the gospel, is the chief concern of simple souls ; so their hearts 
are daily more and more established in faith ; and they know more 
assuredly that they are really come to Jesus. When we read of 
Moses sprinkling the people, and crying out, " Behold the blood of 
the oovonant,"....Exod. xxiv. fi... .this comfortably reminds ut of the 
{Nirdon of sin by the precious blood of the dear Lamb ; and how 
the sprinkling of this blood purifies the heart frpm sin, and the con* 
science from guilt, by faith* 

The acceptable sacrifice of Abel, by which he obtained witness 
that he was righteous, brings to our minds the most excellent sacri- 
fice of our dear Saviour. This speaks righteousness, peace, love^ 
and salvation to our souls ; this silences all guilty fears ; this revives 
and comforts drooping, trembling hearts, knowing that Jesus is our 
dear and ever-loving Mediator before the throne. This gives bold^ 
ness and confidence of free access to God, and freedom of heart to 
draw nigh to, love him, and rejoice in him. Whatever our various 
cases, frames, and circumstances are,* our only wisdom and comfort 
lies in -simply commending all to Jesus, knowing that we are come 
to him, and live comfoitably, by daily coming to him. Is sin ouf 
.sorrow, grief, and burden? Jesus has a plea for it; he does not 
extenuate or excuse it. Nor should we; but confess it with all it^ 
aggravations : his blood speaks before the throne ^ the Spirit beara 
witness to it. When the voice of sin and terror is heard in thy con^ 
sdence, Christ's blood speaks pardon from God, freedom from con« 
demnation, peace of conscience, joy of heart, and a hope full of 
iftitnortality. Happy to be come to Jesus, and joyful to fielieve in 
him as our Mediator. O, how full of the richest consolation is this 
word 1 ^^ If we confess our sins, God is futhfiil and just to forgive ui 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. "•••• 1 John i. 9. 

Our Jesus call'd and bade us come Christ is our Mediator dear 

To him for ease and rests Before the throne of God : [him. 

Our souls obejr'd his heav'nly voice. Our conscience finds sweet peace with 

And we in hisi are West. Now sprinkled with his blood. 
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My little children f of whom I travail in birth again wttST 
Christ be formed inyou....GaL iv. 19. 

Many sincere disciples, who are convinced of sin, hope in 
themselves cut off, and have fled to Jesus for refuge, are often ftisr 
tressed because they have not been under such dreadful terrors of 
legal v^rath which others talk of, and are mistaken for the pangs and 
travail of the new birth. But there is no authority from scripture to 
conclude we must have such great terrors of hell and d£imnation ere 
we come to and bdieve on Christ. Nay, the law may work, great 
wrath in the conscience, and yet the soul never be converted to 
Jesus and the holiness of the gospel* The Spirit is a sovereign i^;enU 
Enlightened, convinced souls are differently wrought on ; some feel 
more, ethers less terror ; but each see the sinfulness of sin, their lost 
state by nature the spirituality of the law and the preciousnc^ of 
Jesus before they will come to him* On such the deiur Saviour 
<' sees the travail .of his soul, and is satisfied. '•'••••Isa. liii. 11* Zion, 
the church, in her living memb^s, travails in faith and prayer, and 
by her, as the mother, children are brought forth*..Jsa. . Ixvi. 8* 
Ministers, in their painful labours and endeavours, travail that souls 
may be born to Jesus. 

Thus laborious and affectionate Paul travailed in birth again for 
the apostatizing Galatians*. He had been in pain for them till they 
were brought forth at first as a holy seed in their conversion tp . 
Jesus ; but now his soul was pained at their turning back again to 
~ the law. Children of God, though little in knowledge, and weak 
in faith, are as dear to Jesus as adult christians; so are they to his 
faithful ministers. But they are fearful of believing too much in, 
and trusting too much on, the finished work of Jesus. Their poor 
legal hearts are ever, now and then, looking to the law, and leaning 
to something of their own; but the Spirit will not leave such to abide 
in a feeble, infantine state. Ministers labour and travail for their 
growth in grace, by the knowledge of Jesu6 : the gracious Spirit, by . 
the word, forms Christ more perfectly in them ; he increases more 
Ip^rfect knowledge of his finished salvation, in the full atonement of 
his blood, the perfection of his righteousness, and the prevalency of 
his intercessipn for their justification and acceptance with God : and 
alsp in their sanctifipation, he more perfectly forms the image of 
Christ in them, as to the disposition of their hearts and conformity 
of thicir lives. ^' We are changed into his image by the Spirit of 
the. l-ord.*'....,2 Cor. iii. .18. 

Glory to God the Spirit give. Dear Lord, thou Spirit, with U6 stay^ 

From whose almighty powV, And let us not thee grieve ; 

Our souls their heav'nly. birth derive, 0, ,guidc us.thro' our desart way» 

And bless the happy hour.. ^ And never, never lesve% . 
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-Jtms said unto him^ Wherefore didst thou dotdbt ?.... 
Matt. xiv. 31. 

The best of men are but men at the best. The most eminent 
saints of God have experienced doubtuig, fearful frames, as well as 
.beHeving, joyful ones. We have many instances of this in the bold 
.^d courageous Peter. Now, at the command of his master, we 
Behold him walking safely on the surface of the great deep. Here he 
boDored his master's word, was very safe and comfortable while he 
believed his power. To see Peter . walking upon the liquid ocean, 
IB not more beyond the power of reason to comprehend and acc6unt 
fer, than to see a poor sinner comfortably living and walking by faith 
OQ the Son 9f God, in spite of all the raging waves of unbelief, lust, 
and corruptions. 

But as it was with Peter, so is it often with the believer. The 
.workings of Peter's natural senses, the sug^gestions of his carnal 
reason, opposed the actings of his faith ; he heard the roaring winds, 
he saw the boisterous waves, he considered the bulk and weight of 
his body, and then, up reason, down faith. Reason assures him 
fluid water cannot support him. Hence he doubts, he fears, he 
sinks. So the poor sinner, who hath heard the inviting voice of 
Jesu3) and obeyed the word of his grace, to believe on him, walks 
sweetly and comfortably for a season ; but anon, corruptions like the 
surging billows, lift up their threatening heads ; temptations, lik6 
the stormy wind blow violently upon him ; the thunderings of a fiery 
law are heard ; he thinks incensed justice pursues him,, and that the 
£u:e of majesty looks stem upon him. Hence he reasons upon 
.what he is, what he has done, and what he may expect ; and all in 
jiature, sense, and feeling is against him. O then, he doubts in 
his mind and sinks in his spirits! But when he reflects, Jesus is above 
iftll, he is mighty to save ; then, seeing all hope in him, and none 
beside him, he cries, " Lord save, or I perish." This is right. 
Our Saviour loves to hear his poor disciples cry to him. He is near 
Ihem, ai\d, as Peter was, they are always within the reach of his 
arm* He loves their persons, approves their crying, but reproves 
their doubting. Wherefore didst thou doubt? Though thy sins 
have reached to heaven, yet my blood, is before the throne. Who 
shall lay any thing to thy charge? It is God that justifieth, who shall 
condemn thee? I have died, what shall destroy thee, seeing I am. 
able to save to the very uttermost ?....Verily, O Jesu, to the poor 
and needy in their distress, thou art a refuge from the storm..M 

Isa. XXV. 4. 

« 

What tho' the host of death and hell, A friend and helper so divine, 

All arm'd against me stood, Does my weak courage raise; 

Why should their terrors shake my«o«n He makes the glorious vict'rjr mine, 
. My>refttge is my God. And his shall be tkt praise. 



37^ SEPTEMBER 50* 

If yc know the^e things, happy nre ye if ye do' them.... 
John xiii. 17. 

Jesus is a ph>phet to teach, a pHest to atone, tod a king to 
fTign by love in the hearts of all his subjects. So a christian receives 
the Lord Jesus* Faith in him begets an ear of lo^e to his doctrine* 
•and a heart of obedience to his commands. ■ Let no one call -evan- 
f^lical obedience, legal bondage. For, every precept that drops 
•from the mouth of Jesus, flows from love to us. When he saith, 
*^ Do. this;" it is for thy happiness and gbod^ O soul. ^Avmd 
that i" love is careful of thee, "Do thyself no harm.'* This is 
pleasant to the renewed soul to hear, his happiness to obey. Faith in 
Jesus makes all things easy* "His commandments are mt grievous." 
To know them is our privilege. To do them is our happiness. 

Say, O christian, is not this thy experience? Art thOu not happy 
JD doing the will of Jesus, who died for our sins ? Art thou not delight- 
ed in obeying Jesus, who hath made peace between God and thy soul? 
"Art thou not joyful in glorifying thy Father^ by bringing forth the 
fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ? Verily iw keep- 
ing thy comxpandments, O Lord,' there is great reward of grace; 
in peace and happiness of soul now; and hereafter such shal( hear 
that joyful sentence from our loving Saviour, " Come ye bresa^d of 
'iny Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you froiA the founda- 
tion of the world."....Matt. xxv. 34. Then shall the works of the 
righteous be owned and proclsdmed by the judge. They are called 
to inherit the kingdom. Why? Because blessed of God the Father 
with all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesusi.' Hence the kingdom is 
•prepared for them before the foundation of the world. But it ccm- 
stitutes no part of the believer's happiness, to do aliy worit whatso- 
ever, whereby to entitle himself to the favor of God ; or to make 
the work of salvation more effectual than the blood and righteousness 
isf the Son of God hath. No; this is to be rejected a^ the vilest 
•slavery, the worst of drudgery ; contrary to faith ; inconsistiefUt with 
christian love ; and derogatory to the salvation of Jesus. Liither 
was wont to say, * if picking up a strtiw would save me, I would 
not do it ; it would be an act of unbelief bf my dear Lord*^ salvation : 
but being already saved by Jesus, through his g^ce,' I would go 
through fire and water to obey his commandis.' Wheris'JesUs it 
the life of the soul, this will be manifest,' in obedience to his com* 
mands. " Blessed is the man who delighteth greatly in his coifn- 
mandment8."....Psalm cxii. 1. - 

I hear thy word with love* For ever sure thy promise, Lordt 
And I would fain obf y : Here I securely trust. f 

Send thy good Spirit from above While of thy worits I ting. 
To guide me le^^ I attny. Thy glory to proclaim, 

How perfect is thy word ! Accept the prsiae, my Gpd and King* 
And all thy judgments justf la my Redeemer's name. 



SEPTEMBER 31. STT 

jltoiy thete be which say of my soid. There is no help for 
him in God. Selah...JPsalm iii. 2. 

Had David's fees said bf hini) He deserves no help from God ; 
he would readily have owned this as a great truth.- As God's ohil- 
dtai are comforted hy the truth, so the enemy advances lies to dis* 
tress them. When he attacks their &ith and comfort, he boldly 
impeaches the love and faithfulness of their God. <<No help for me 
in.God !" 0> my soul, wilt thou listen to this suggestion? Canst 
ebon indulge such a thought one moment ? Art thou beset with dis- 
tress ni soul, and surrounded with troubles and di€5culties I Art thoa 
unging a melancholy note ? Selah, saith David : pause, consider 
this ; lift up thy mind to attend ; how dishonorable to thy God, how 
destructive to thy fidth, peace, love, and holiness, is this ! Know 
fthe.vtMce of thy enemy. Hear t^ voice of thy Saviour. Hia word 
is adapted to thy circumstances, however distressing or desperate. 
#< Thou hast destroyed thyself !" Whatisad(kd? Perish in thine oim 
tmdiungs, take it for thy pains ? No: for almighty love proclaims 
its own triumph ; ^But in me is thine help.".«..Ho8. xiii. 9, 

^Man is bom to trouble as the sparks fly upward." When bom 
mgun he finds more eneinies and troubles than ever : a sinful nature 
ixirdens him, carnal lusts perplex him, satan tempts and accuses him, 
junbelief besets and dejects him ; but, most joyful truth, God is his 
-dear Father, Jesus his precious Saviour, the holy Spirit his loving 
'Comforter. Where should the poor sinner look ? To whom should 
-the exercised, afiticted soul go ? Happy for him when with David, 
lie goes with childlike simplicity, and tells his sorrowfol complaints 
to his dear Saviour; ^^Lord, how are they increased that trouble 
me ! Many rise up agunst me." They say of my soul, ^^ There is 
.no help for me in God." The Saviour loves to hear his members' 
compli^ts ; he delights to redress them. Thus, when driven from 
all hope and help from within and without, then they honor him in 
hktk and prayer. As when the little child is affrighted with lying 
stories, it flies to the arms of its fother for safety, tells him of its fears, 
4md thus its little heart gets ease ; so David found it : his experience 
' cd heart cries out, ^ Thou, O Lord, art a shield for me ; my glory, 
and die Ufler-up of my head. Salvation belongeth unto the Lord ; 
.thy blessing is upon thy people." Thus, though a mournful com- 
jdaat ushers in this Psalm, yet it concludes in the joy and triumph of 
fiddu ^Though weeping may endure for a night, yet joy oometh 
in the moming."....Psalm xxx. 5. 

Tho* weeping for a night endure, O, listen then unto his word, 
And foes distress my heart i In hiir k'weet promise trust ; 

Tet in the morning joy is sart : Thy foes shall flee before thy Lard, 
Our Saviour ukei my part. Who fiutbful is and just M. . 

Vol. I. LI 
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278 SEPTEMBER 22: 

J beseech t/ou therefore j breihrejij by the mercies of GaJt^ 
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice j holy^ 
acceptable unto God, ivhich is your reasonable service.... 
Mom. xii. 1. 

Just before our dear Saviour left his apostles, he gave them this 
comihission, "Preach the gospel;" glad tidings of the et^erlastillig 
love and mercy of dod, in Christ, to poor sinners. 'By this truthi 
through the power of the Spirit, souls are brought to repcntalicef 
faith, and salvation ; and by the sweet force and constraining influ-^ 
ence of the same truth, believers are to be exhorted, animated, "and 
stirred up^ to glorify God in their souls and bodies which are- hik 
This was the apostks' practice. With what affection and love db 
they address the members of Jesus ! The souiid of wrath and terror 
the thunderings of hell and damnation are not used to soldiers in the 
camp of Jesus. No ; they are exhorted by love and mercy* So we 
delight to hear : and from these, most powerful motives we cheer- 
fully obey. We present our bocUes a living sacrifice upon that altar 
which consecrates the gift, even Jesus. We are holy in him, accepr 
table unto God through him. We own it "our reasonable" service ;'* 
we are not our own. We acknowledge it our bounden duty. Christ 
hath bought us with the price of his own blood. Lord, p^ve power 
to obey, and command what thou wilt. Consider, O christian, while 
thy poor soul was dead in trespasses and sins, thy body was a wretched 
slave to the drudgery of sataii and thy vile lusts. Now a better 
master demands its service. It is of God's mercies ' in Christ thy 
soul' is quickened, and by the same mercies thou art required to 
yield thy body as a living sacrifice. It is now the temple of* the 
Holy Ghost, therefore to be coHsetratcdto holy purposes; " ' . - 
Was David so struck with the distinguishing favor of being a king, 
as to dance joyftilly before the ark F....2 Sam. Vi.' 14. O, consider our 
eternal mercies in Christ, being kings ind priests unto God! Medi- 
tate d&ily, hourly on this. How should it affect our hearts with loV<j, 
. raise our spirits in triumph, inflame our affections with zeal for God^ 
glory ! Our ispiritual mercies ape not common to all. Carnal mch 
are ignorant of, and despise them. O study thfcn to approve your- 
selves as the peculiar, highly ditinguished favorites 6f heaven. 
As the elect of God, be clothed with humility : yet, as kings' sons, 
live updn heavenly food; aiid act as those who dare not demean 
themselves by a practice below their royal dignity. " He that sdth 
he abideth in Christ, ought himself also so to walk, even as lit 
walked.".... 1 John ii. 6. . 

The tender mercies of thy God Thy soul and body offer m> 

Daily recount my soul^ A living sacrifice, 

O live and spread his praise abroad, Holy to God thro' Jesu's lovex 

While love thy pow'rs controul. Let nothing less suffice/ ' - M. 



SEPTEMBER 33. 379 

^ssed are they which do hunger and thirst cfter righteous- 
ness s for they shall beJilled....Matt.\. 6. 

To thirst after happiness is natural. To seek it from wrongs 
.objects is natural*. To desire to escape a bell of misery, and enjoy 
ja pla^e of happiness, is equally natural. If this may be called salva- 
'kiony all men wish to be saved^ The most wicked may wish to ^' die 
the death of the righteous, and that their last end may be like his." 
/This every man is capable of as a rational, intelligent being. And 
.many are striving to make themselves righteous in order to be saved. 
But. to desire salvation in God's way, to hunger and thirst after 
(Christ and his righteousness, is peculiar to the quickened only. 
The dead hunger not. Spiritual appetites spring from spiritual life. 
i A natural man can as soon seek to fill his belly with the east wind, 
..or allay his thirst with the sun-beams, as do this. 
. To know ourselves to be miserable sinners, destitute of righteous- 
. n0ss» to believe Christ has obtained it for us, and to hunger and 
thirst after it> this- lies at the foundation of true godliness; this 
enters into- the very essence of • our religion. Such seli^mptied, 
hungry, and thirsty souls- are blessed: for they shall be filled; filled 
..with all the blessings of Jesus' everlasting righteousness ; acceptance 
.."With God, pardon of sins, and peace from God; filled with the 
;Jruit8 of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ ; with all the graces 
. of God's Spirit on earth) and with all the fulness of God in glory. 
^This isthe heritage of my servants, v^nd thtir rijifhteousness » ^t»r," 
saith precious Jesus....Isa. liv. 17. ^' The skies pour down righteous- 
ness,, the fiiithful open their hearts and receive it."....Isa. xlv. 8. 
O, what delightful fellowship and intercourse subsist between heaven 
and earth; hungry souls and righteous Jesus i Says Bishop Hall, 
?iL Jesus had not said, '^ Blessed are those who hunger," I know 
not what could keep weak christians finom despair. Many times, all I 
tm dpia to find and complain I want Jesus ; I wish toenjoy him. Now 
.Ibis is.. my stay, he in mercy ^teems us, not by having, but desiring 
lilsp*. ..There never waa a soul miscarried with longing after grace. 
iD blessed hunger that altt^ays ends in fulness ! I am sorry I can but 
]|)>iiiiger, yet would not be full; for the blessing is promised to the 
bmagry.'. As verily as the righteous man, Jesus, wrought out 
righteousness for sinful man, all thirsty souls who come to him shall 
be filled with righteousness* For he ^^ fills the hungry with good 
.things," /while '^Ke sends the rich (the self-righteous) empty 
away."....Luke i. 53. 

Our new-born souls do ever crave Lord, fill our hungrj, thirsty souls» 

For righteousness we've losti With satisfying foodt 

That,we in Jesus may be founds Blest in thy merits may we be» 
.-^nd liiy hiia bt made just* Afid paidon'd by thy blood. M. 



980 SEPTEMBER 24. 

There is, tkertforej now no condemnation to them xahieh are 
in Christ Jesus.... Bom. viii. 1. 

Mr* BuRKiTT observes, ^tiiis chapter is a summary of eiraiig^dical 
duty, and a magazine, of christian comfiort: it begins, witk ntt 
condemnaticHx to believers, and ends with no sefMuration from, the 
love of God.* It is natural to conceive, if we had never sinaed 
there would be no crnidemnation against us; but, that now we are* 
sinners, and naturally under the condemning sentence jof God's htAf 
law; that yet there is now no condemnation to us; this our carnal lea^ 
son cannot conceive, and therefore opposes it. But it is God*s truth 
and the joy. of hithm. This unMds the great mystery, that we are 
one with Christ: viewed, beloved, and chosen in him* This glor^ 
ously displays the attributes of Jehovah's justice and holiness ; while 
a full and ample discharge from all condemnation is obtained from 
his .righteous law, to all Christ's meoiben^ Therefore, that blessed 
name Jesus is above every name to us. In this, and every othet 
matter of salvation, to him every believer's knee will bow, and his 
heart confess, Christ is all in all. Rich privilege to be in Chflisft 
Jesus! Unspeakable happiness to be freed from all condemnatiaB! 
Blessed effects of covenant-union with Christ I Joyful experience of 
the grace of faith in himl To have such aknowledge, and pass suck 
.a judgment upon thy soul, O christian, is just and right* It is thy. 
duty and privilege at all times. Practice it. 

As to Jesus, how readest. thou? ''The Lord hath Laid upon him- 
the iniquity of us all.".«..Isa* liii. 6. ''Christ bore our sins in his 
own body 6n the tree."....! Pet. ii. 34. "Christ suffered, the jU|t 
for the unjust."....! Pet. iii. 18* "We have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins* He was made sin for us, who 
knew no sin." Can we read all this without singing a triumphant 
challenge, " Who then shall lay any thing to the charge of God'ft 
elect? God that justifieth? No: Whoishethatcondemneth? Christ 
that died, yea* rather that is risen again, who is even at the right 
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us? "....Rom* viii* 
33, 34* Here is theglorious triumph of £uth* Thou art "carnal, sold 
under sui*"***.Rom. viU 14* In thy fiesh dwelleth no good tUngi 
though thou hast no reason for confidence in the ilesh^ yet always 
abundant cause to rejoice in Christ Jesus: for in him thou art per- 
fectly righteous; in him for ever freed from all condemnation. O 
believer, thou art called ever to rejoice in this liberty, and to evidence 
it by viralkin^, "not after tl^e flesh, but after the Spirit*" 

Strange tnyiteiy of wond'rons grace ! O. may the precious faith of this, 

I'm full of sin, yet not condemned ! Daily enliTen all my pow'rs* 

I stand in Jesu*s righteousness; To ma the road t* heav'niy bliM» 

. By him from ev'ry ain redeem'd. In Christ rejoicing all my hours. M. 



SEPTEMBER S5. 381 

/ wiU put my feiar in their hearts^ that theyshaU not depart 
. from me..,.J€r. xxxii. 40. 

I i WILL and they shall. Such is God's gracious way of sfitring 
his: people: while proud legal hearts and self-righteoiis spirits, puft 
up with notions of free-will, are ever contending for terms and con* 
ihtioiu to be performed by dead sinners in order to be saved; or by 
creslairet, insufficient of themselves to think a good thought, to secure 
and make effectual salvation to their own souls. But this fear of God 
is a blessing of the covenant of grace. Naturally the fear of God is 
not in our hearts. It is one black mark of an unregenerate persoui 
^ he has no fear of God before his eyes." How awful! how deplo« 
rableis- this! Yet, naturally we fear not the power of the Lord, nor 
dread bis wroith< nor are we at all sensible of our danger. What 
wonder of love ! What matter of thankfulness, that the Lord hath 
put his fear in thy heart, O christian ! The fear of the Lord is the 
begmning of wisdom. It is perfectly consistent with the strongest 
fiulb, the most inflamed love, and the highest spiritual joy. Though * 
by faith in Jesus we are delivered from a servile, slavish fear of God, 
whidi iUls us with legal terrors ; yet we are possessed of a filial, loving 
fear towards him, as to a tender and affectionate father. 

This fear shall dwell in the hearts of saints all their days. - This 
fear keeps souls from sinning agaifist the God of love. The blessed 
effSect of it is, ^' that they shall never depart from me," saith the 
Lord. Thy soul, believer, being rooted and grounded in the truth 
as it is in Jesus, by the holy Spirit, expecting life and salvation, 
thrbiigh -faith in him, shall never depart from this good old way 
of the Lord, into bye-paths of human errors and destructive ways of 
total apostacy and final unbelief* The Lord's fear shall preserve 
thoc in thy Lord's truth. Though thine enemies, the world, the 
ffegh} and the devil, should surprise thee into sin against thy Lord; 
should draw thee from sweet communion with him ; yet shalt thod 
fear to ^lie down in thy shame, while confusion covers thee."* 
Thou shalt remember, Jesus ever lives to save to the uttermost bSI 
sidDers who come unto God by him. Thou shdt fear to seek to any 
ether object but him; so shalt thou return by faith and repentance 
to Imu *^ Happy is the man that feareth always."....Prov. xxviii^ 1 4« 

Sahratiop.is for ever .nigh Christ*! righteousness is gone hefofe, 

Thf SQiils that fear and trust the Lord I To give ms free access to God t 
And grace descending from on high. Our wand'ring feet shall stray no morc» 
Fresh hopes of glory shall afford. But mirk his steps an4 keep the road; 



^2 SEPTEMBER 36. 

For toe which have believed, do enter into rest....Heb.iy. S, 

When Christ is known and believed on in the heart, ease and 
rest are enjoyed in the conscience. Therefore Jesu^ is esteemed a 
precious Saviour. The operations of the Spirit prove that he is the 
coBiFORTKR, by thus leadings us to Christ* Hence faith and expeiv 
ence go hand in hand. There rera^ineth for the people of Gpd a 
rest, perfect and uninterrupted in glory. We have the earnest of 
the inheritance of it on earth: by futh we enter into it: and whije 
we abide in J^us we enjoy rest. Who is able to conceive? Wh^ 
can describe the tumult of conscience, the distress of soul, under a 
feeling sense of sin and fear of wrath ? None can, but the hesort wludr 
knows its own bitterness. Who can express the ^weet peaccy the 
calm repose of that soul who finds rest in Jesus? It U a joy wbich 
a stranger intermeddles not with. 

. It was God's command undei^ the law, ^ When a man hath taken 
a new wife, be shall not go out to war for one year.'-....Deut« kut..^;* 
This is sometimes the case with the children of Haith* When tii^ 
are first mairied to the Lamb, and have just entered into his rp^ 
the sound of war is not heard in their camp for a season. Jesus keeps 
their soul^ in undisturbed repose : no enemy is suffered to annoy, 
them. The joyful sound of the jubilee-trumpet proclaims in their 
heart full freedom and sweet liberty from tlie guilt of sin, the .boftr 
d^ge of the law, and the tyranny of satan. Hence they are apt to 
conclude^ their enemies are all dead, and they shall see war no more; 
but it is not so ; our enemies live and are mighty. Bless Jesus for 
rest; fear not thine enemies; know thou must continue m. the 
militant state whilst in the flesh ; but here is the mystery ai faith» 
to triumph in the victory of. JesuSf : Whilst all are in arms against 
the soul, though troubled, dis|;t*essed, perplexed, xxk every,. side; 
fightings without, fears within : although there is no rest from any 
other quartier, yet it is the sweet privilege of disciples to rest in 
Jesiis. Saith Paul to his dear children, ^^ You, who are trQuUed9 
rest with n6."....2 Thess. i. 7. Abide in Jesus; rest satisfiedt 
shortly your Jesus shsdl be revealed from hea^ven, to destroy idl your 
enemies^ and to make you forever happy in his rest in glory* Disr 
ciple, indulge not a murmuring thought against thy sovereign; 
expect jio rest any where but in him. If the world siniles, it is 
pleasing to the flesh, but it often proves a snare to the soul ; there- 
fore saith thy ever-loving Jesus, '^ In the world you shall have tribu- 
lation;" that is his legacy. Here is thy rich, thy never-failing 
portion, ''In me you shall have peace."... John xvi. 33. 



SEPTEMBER n. 28S 

Thus sflith ihe Lord God^ Behold I lay in % Ion for afoun% 
datiOJiy a sionCy a tried stone j a precious corner-stone^ a 
' sitti foundation : he that believeth shall not make haste..,. 
; Tsa. ixviii. 16. 

A PAY is coining when every man's work shall be tried. The 
ibundation of the Lord stands sure ; but every other foundation shall 

• • • • 

Ibe destroyed. He who is built on Jesus, and derives all his hopes of 
Kfe and salvation from him, is safe in time, and secure lo all eternity, 
fiiefbre men begin to build, they draw a plan ; and every wise builder 
looks carefully to the foundation ; for on this depends the safety of the 
isupex^structure. 

The plan of salvation was drawn in the eternal council. It is 
Ikunded in the love of the Father; effected by the obedience and 
sufferings of the Son, Jesus. Hence what was contrived in infinite 
wisdom above, is laid as a sure foundation in the church below* by. 
the love and power of the Spirit, the comforter. It is his peculiar 
tofiice to lay this foundation in Zion, and to manifest and make known 
to the prophets and apostles, teachers and saints, that Jesus is the 
only foundation. As a stone, for strength ; a tried stone, approve4 
of by the Father, and by his children in all ages ; a precious corner- 
intone : the ornament and beauty, as well as strength and security 
vf the whole church. Precious is Jesus in all his offices to them that 
•believe; a sure foundation, sure to all the seed; certain to all thQ 
purposes of their salvation. And as the Lord the Spirit lay^ this 
foundation in the church, in the truth of doctrine, so also in the 
iaith and experience of redeemed souls. 

- What the word speaks of Jesus, that we prove and find him to be. 

This is our mercy. "He that believeth shall not make haste." 

Such -is his serenity and composure of mind, that he shall not be 

frightened in times of distress and calamity, to quit his confidence 

in }e8us..«.he shall not be ashamed of his hope in the Lord. Being 

"Well satisfied that Jesus reigns, that the government of his church 

is upon his shoulders, and the residue of the Spirit is with him, he 

•wiU patiently wait, and quietly hope for the fulfilment of every 

'promise. Sin and satan shall not overcome the believer in life; in 

the awfiil article of death, he shall not be confounded, because his 

heart standeth fast, believing in the Lord ; and when Jesus his friend 

.appears, he shall stand forth with boldness, and shall find an abun* 

^daitt entrance into the presence of God and the Lamb, to live, and 

•Ibvc^, and reign in glory for ever and ever. 

« ■ r , 

^Q, for a strong and lasting faith, To butid upon God's only Son, 

^o credit what th' Almighty saith. And call his righteousness my own. 



SEPTJ5MPER Uti 

But the Comfmter %^hd is Ike Holy Ghost, whom the Father 
xvill send in my name, he shall teach you all thitigs^ find 
bring all things to your remembrance ^ whatsoever I have 
said unto you.,, John x\v. 26. 

Our blessed Lord here gives us the clearest discoverjr of th^ 
ever-glorious three persons^ in coveuant, for the salvation of lost 
sinners* la this knowledge lies all our hope ; from this l^lief springy 
4dl our comfort* In the love of this, our heaven is b^gun upon 
earth; for the knowledge, belief, and love of this truth in our hearts^ 
ve are wholly indebted to the coinforter* He teaches atl things* 
Not by any hew lights or fresh revelations; but he graciously 
instructs our minds and comforts our*hearts by the same light of 
truth and love which beamed forth in the first promise, and which 
shone brighter and brighter in prophecies, types and shadows of the 
Covenant, until the substance, Jesus, was come* Then the canoii of 
tevealed truth was completed by the apostles, under the teaching of 
the holy Spirit ; the substance of which is, the tlungs which JeSiii 
(spake, did, and suffered on our account, as our substitute, and fiir 
Ufur salvation* 

It is the peculiar office of the Spirit to glorify Jesus, and to 
sanctify our souls* This be doth by the word of truth ; teaching our 
minds the Father's electing love, as centering in Jesus, and directing 
bur eyes to him, as made of God to us, wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification^ and redemption* Let no man deceive us with 
^expectations of any new revelation from heaven, of new truths to 
comfort us ; but ever hear Paul, " Though we or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have' received, 
let him be accursed* "**..Gal* i* B* Let us prize and study God's 
"word; iti and by that the Spirit teacheth andcomforteth our mitidft; 
in everlasting love and the most ancit>nt truth he establisheth us; wt 
are poor sinners from day to day : we feel many things in and around 
us to deject and distress us* When we remember what si^ hath 
done to us, brought upon us, and exposeth us to, our hearts ftre iB 
fears and doubts what will become of us* O, then the cbtoSSftu 
brings to our minds and consciences the transcendantly rich feve of 
Jesus ; what he undertook, spoke,^ and did in life, suffered in death, 
and still Uves to plead in our behalf before the throne* O, the fceifft- 
ielt joy of this! So he relieves our minds and refreshes our spErits, 
through the £uth of Jesus, in the knowledge of the truth { sb lie 
teaches us self-despair, animates us with courage to go on in tfat 
path of holiness, and fortifies our minds to withstand all that if 
against us* ^' Grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye tft 
sealed unto the day of i;edemt>tidn*"***.£phes* iv* SO* 
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UHker^re^ brethren^ we are debtors, not to thejkshy to live 
' qfier theJksh....Ram. viii. 12. 

Chkistiakitt teaches us to owe no man any thing. He is a 
prudent man who keeps his accounts clear and knows to whom he is 
ibdebted; he is a grateful man who acknowledges fovors with just 
iwutiinents* If this is necessary and commendable in the oeconomy 
of this short life, how much more so in things of a spiritual and 
eternal nature! How wise, how just is it to render to all their dues! 
If we are debtors to the flesh, let us serve that ; but if debtors to the 
Lordf it is then our duty and privilege to serve him. What owest 
tiiou, O ^ristian, to the flesh? Verily, neither suit nor service: 
but alas! thou hast obeyed its sinful motions, gratified the corrupt 
lusti thereof, and what hast thou reaped for it but shame and 
.sorrow? These are the only fruits that sin and folly bear. The flesh 
with its corruptions and lusts is at enmity to thy God, and at war 
mgainst thy soul. Willingly to give place to such an enemy to fulfil 
ihe lusts and live after the sinful desires of the flesh, will most 
siimredly weaken thy confidence in Jesus and bring death upon thy 
peace and comfort; yea« ^4f ye live after the flesh, ye shall die." The 
Lml strengthen us daily to deny its demands, and to mortify its 
lusts \ fat we are not debtors to the flesh, but to the Spirit ; debtorSf 
m an immense sum of love and gratitude ; time can never discharge 
k. With inexpressible joy and delight we shall ever be paying, but 
Oever discharge this debt through a never-ending eternity. 

Tlu^ gospel of the grace of God is no licentious doctrine ; it sets 

at libeity it is true; but it is from the most galling yoke and most 

' Vervfle drudgery to sin and lusts ; but yet it binds the soul in the 

Sweetest lx»ids of grateful service and loving obedience to Jesus, the 

^est of masters. What owest thou to the Spirit, O christian ? Write 

upon thy heart, even all my present peace, all my future hopes; &r 

he it it who convinced thee of sin, revealed to thee the love of God 

in Christ, gave thee power to believe on Jesus, grace to repent* 

. He fills thee with joy and peace in believing; he bears witness with 

tiyy tfnrit, and assures of thine adoption to be a child of God ; and it 

&l through his influence only, thou art able to mortify the deeds of 

the flesh, to love thy God and Saviour and live to his glory; and 

ounst thou deliberately grieve the Spirit, this blessed inhabitant, this 

gloving comforter, by yielding service to thy inbred enemy ? O, with 

.. iriiat fire of indignation against lust ! with what warmth of affection 

^ to his God doth Joseph cry out, under the solicitations of a strong 

^iempUtiony How can I do this great wickedness? and what?..u;sin 

lagainst the best of masters? against my own soul? no; but against 

my miost kind, most loving, and eternal friend, the Lord my Godt...# 

Gen. zxxix. 9. 

Vol. I. Mm 
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Js Sin hath reigned unt6 dedlh, even so migHgtnc^ ^^'^^ 
through righteousness unto eternal life, bjf Jesus'- 4jhrist 

. our L6rd4...Rom. v. 21, , 

• . . -. 

SiKy like some mighty conqueror, hath obtained m vkimyakl 
reigns over the whole hmnan race* AH men are naturallf under* and 
well pleased with its reign and goTemment; but lOTereign, alitaiglttyr 
grace dethrones this usurfnng monarch in the hearts of tlie. elect j 
triumphs over its spoils -and conquests, ddtvers their captiTo^soult 
from its dominion, and reterseth the sentence of death they were.iiiider : 
tnd all this is cRected in a just and rightecns way. For though salvat 
tion is all of grace to pcior sinners, yet eternal life it a just debt 'due 
to the blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ; he hath a Hghtlo 
challenge it from the hands of justice; and he doth so by psovsae^ 
^ Father, I. will that they whom thou hast given nw, be viitib ai* 
where I am.".». John xvii. 34. . 

To think of doing something to procure the &yor of God and entMi 
Ourselves to eternal life ; this we are prompted* to fretn the piide.4/ 
our natures and unbelief of our hearts. But such OQiioi^t ever of^^ift 
the gospel of grace, resist the Spirit of truths degrade tiie.ciQrsr of 
Jesus, depreciate the perfection of his finished work» apd. iMk<} tb^ 
Cod of truth a liar* Butthoo, O believer, art not w^i^A witfKHKl^ 
perfect righteousness, in perfect obedience to the l^tvjF pf Qpd; fP# 
through faith in Jesus thou hast a just cha)long^» aii humble <?lai;i9f 
founded upon his righteousness, to eternal life 1 Q, - the lidi Uionii]^ 
of abounding love I how glorious is the victory of soveteigii gjrapel 
Soul, thou must sink into nothing at its discovery* y^t ri^intii^ Jl 
glorious subject, from the knowledge and eiLperienc^ mi it* GtS¥!J^ 
reigns over all the aboundings of sin ; here ia our hepci throvgb t)Hl 
righteousness of Christ, over all our unrighteous neaa 2 hf p( 16 QVf 
justification in God^s sight unto eternal life ; heie is 4»ttr trimi^b 
over the wages of sin and death. O sinner I deBtit»tc of rightQ9Ui»r 
ness in thyself grace demands the daily study antt t.h9a^ <if .thlT 
heart ; grack demandsi the whole devotion of thy lUk*- C]^iYe..|Ul th« 
glory where only it is jwstly due ; to the Father, fiMreveriastiogiove; 
to the Son, for everlasting righteousnesa; and to the Spirit, fff 
everiasting consolation and good hope through graee* The ?n$ir^ 
thou art enabled to live upon. the divine truth, and fiutbluln949 <A^ 
covenant, as revealed in the wopd, and shining with liftll lH9ke iiijtb« 
person of Jesus, thoiie wHt become dead to i^v^^ry hope liql bwsfiut 
of conceit with all lighteoissness but hs, apd thotn t^Ut be l^igpg '^ 
tritmph with the church, ^< I will. greatly .cirj<4«^ Ir thc^ lKW4t /F.Y 
soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed mk with the gar* 
ments of salvation, he bftth covered me with th^ ffobe 9f rigbtQOiiik 
ness»".M.Isa» Ixi* 10.. 
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€kuting.fUlyfiHr care upon him; for lie carethfor you. 
I Pet, V. 7. . . 

I 

Wk are noir called to confess Jesus in a day of mildness; the 
iaxf vand. rage of piiHiecution is restrained ; bonds and imprisonttientft 
dQ aot-await :UB ; y.et we must Hot think to be Exempt from trials and 
4iftcttltiea of yarious kinds* The adversary is not dead; nature's 
lusts and corrupsdoos are alive^ and daily fight against us* The love 
ef Jaani ia ever aocompanied with the world's hatred. Disciples of 
Jeitts are not ihefe stoics; they feel the exercise of these things 
more or. less** Sometimes it may be their lot, like the disciples, to 
be in the midst of a sea of troubles ; tossed with the wave of difficul- 
tiea, the wind of pro^^ice seems contrary to them ; and to the eye 
0f QStmandsense^ Jeaua ^eems asleep to their sorrows; as though 
ht iBtermiti in his kind- love to them, and tender care over thenw 
Here is the trial of faith; but this grace never consults nature and 
Appearances; it looks through all, to the everlasting love tod 
ttnrighty power of Jesus, knowing be can save from the uttermost 
4^Ch of distress, to the uttermost height of comfort* 
" So triumpha the church under all her tribulations; <'I will look 
Mto the-Lol^x I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God 
WiQ'hear me^ Rejtnce not against me, O mine enemy: wheni 
^, t shall arise; when I ait in darkness, the Lord shall be a light 
imto me«"*«««Micah vii* 7^ 8. Sweet confession of faith under very 
tf sdtftiragitig views. But while the Lord cares for us, what can 
harm us? And while we cast our every care on him, we obey his 
Will> honor his word, uid gather from that heavenly plant the blessed 
fruit of heart-ease* How composed did the three children of faith 
stand before the wrathful monarch ! How easy their minds under tht 
dreadful threatening of a -fiery furnace I How calm their reply! ^'O 
Ung) we are not<:arefal to answer thee in this matter!" the Lon) 
careth for us; we cast all our care upon him. Ever judge of Jesus' 
tare -for sinners by his love to them. Ever remember while we were 
taemies, his blood atoned for our sins. Can we believe his love to 
Ua^ and doubt of his care for us? O how unreasonable is unbelief 1 
But if we had no corruptions to conflict with, no troubles to exerci&e 
uisy no burdens-to bow us down, no cares to beset os, no fears to 
attend usy great part of God's word would be useless. As we are 
ffeOt to expect total freedom from these things, the exhortations of the 
Irord wTe suited to our state, and direct to-a loving friend, whom w^ 
tore to beiieVe and honor by obeying his kind invitations : under every 
iBstress Jesus saith, ^^Come unto me»".r.»Matt. xi* S8» ^ ^ 



^ OCTQBBlt >- 

J( that day ye shall knew that I am in my Father j^itatd^^ 
in me, and J in you... John xiv^ 20. a ' ^ 

'^0 ever^ thing there is a seaseniy and a time far ^very ptepose 
under the hearen**' <<God bath made ererytiifaig beautiAiliin hit 
time*"— .Eoclea* iii« If IK In the begimung of time Ood'Citaioi 
allthioga b^ Jesiya Christ. I» the fulness of time the ^OttJot G^ 
was made fleshf dwdt among us far a time^ and at fh6 Mi-«P^ 
Snished salvation for lost sinners. The man- Jeans ererH^eA/ift 
gloryy and therefore his members must be made spirHaallif alftt 
upon earth; lo him they must all be gathered^ There iv li ^da)^'ef 
grace appointed thems a time^ a set time^ to fivror Uiem«i«*PMM 
cx« 3. A day of power, whemin they are mad6 witting €6 -^Mtiiel* 
Jesus^ and choose him for their only Savkmr,' and trust Br- liMi' is 
their only hope and their all. Various are the spiritiii^ stMnttt^ -tf 
God's childrcsu Different are their degrees of light, fiutfty'knM- 
kdge, and love* Asinthecreationof nature, in the first ^di^wOHl 
light was produced, perhaps small and glimmering } but that '^MiMki 
luminary the sun, was not until the fourth day i to is ititi KkttiK^ 
creation of aouls. Our Lord's first disciples hiHA light eAM^ to «ee 
him aa the true Messiah, to come to him, a[nd folk^w faimi yefitii 
amaaing to read how dark and confused their ininds Wefft aBOQl- 
many things which, concerned his person, sufferings, ttid fckiffdom} 
it is just tbe same now. Many -are his sincere dtseifSes, bat trchrt^ 
weak in faiths know yery Kttler of this great mystery^ that Christ 
and his Father are one, that Christ is-in cheFather, thatdiey arein 
ChristandthatChristisinthem* >Hence they areofien^sadl^^ perplexetf 
and harassed in their minds with doubu and fears. S^l diey cksnTit 
to. Jeans ; they :hive to hear of Ins predous name and glorioos^alva^ 
tion; their hearts* can be t^tisfied with nothing eis«. - Ifehe^iiH 
^iam the light hath sliced, and the glory of th^ Lord is^riseitf dpeai 
them ; but they Inust follow on to know the Lord. Thei« sbalTbli t 
day of Pentecost, a day of meridian light, wherein ^^y^idiW khb# 
even aa they are known.«..assutedly know that there is- fr'tmitiiri 
in-dwelling of << Christ in them, And they in Qirist^ and^^ie Spirit 
will bear witness* to th^ir sfririts, that they are the ehildreboPG^di*'.^ 
Rom. Tiii. 16. Most sweetlysays Mr. Rutherford, -^I am' sure* my 
well bekrved it God* And when I say Christ isCc^ affdniy ChHsC 
u God, I have sud all things ; T c«i say no moife.^ I wtstM l^MA 
build as muclren this, mt CRaist ts' Gob, as it m^ould %Mrf.'l 
might hiy^afl the worid on it.'**^*I wiU hatonelhiAg to do^withatf 
sMWutcGod^* says Luther. .:■ ." 
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HthMtketBork of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect 
of righteousness i quietness ^ and assurance for ever..,. 

.JUa.Ji7a(x\.M. 

~ ■••»■>■. • 

•' A r. ^n* tight of this day assures us the sun is risen upon the eftrtlw 
SSbtit yi^not a more evident truth in nature, than this is in reason ; 
tlitt fightsbusnesSf once lost, can never be regained by all that siiv- 
fiitfiniiican 4o* Consequently no peace can subsist between a holfi 
tig hf w a s Godf and guilty, unrighteous man* ^ There is no peaG6| 
futil nj Ood, to the wicked*" But who are the wicked ? Even aS 
liKmo wjho through unbelief reject the truth as it is in Jesus, ft is 
Ih^iesaence of wickedness to oppose a righteous God, tb reject dij| 
n^^blfiousness of Jesus, and to go About to establish one's own inherent 
jrjc^bljoousiiess, so as not to submit to the righteousness of God Jesus* 
Heno^tjbQ ccmsciencc is defiled with guilt, the heart impure, and 
th^ Jife in.uiihdy. Yet pride blinds men's eyes, and self-righteous* 
9es8; deUidm their hearts with a false peace. For as there b but one 
UtoacBientby which guilty sinners are pardoned^ so there is but ohb 
ni^teousness, even the perfect righteousness of Jesus, by which 
idone. uurighteous sinners are made righteous in the ught of God i 
)ie>acQtptsno other; his law is honored by no other; the scriptures 
otveal no other ; faith receives no other ; the Spirit bears witness t^ 
fi^Kythev ; sinners have no other in which they can stand before Godf 
onioy -peace with God. But possessing the righteousness of Jesuy 
^ luthy .their minds enjoy a peace which passeth all underitanding* 
/ . There are many things from a sinful nature^ satan, tnd the lawf 
wducbi^^d to disquiet their minds daily. But this is the Messed 
tS^.of Jesus' righteousness ; it brings quietness to the conscience* 
ThisiWEi^forting thought, I am rig^eous t mj Father hath put on 
vse^the best robe, which Jesus my -^Ider brother wrought out for me» 
ThiM qmietsmy mind ; I am. easy and satisfied .; I can seek no bettet 
ingkt^wsness; I dare trust in no other. And this righteousness 
(Hvprcsefited with the clearest evidaK:e, the strongest confidence, the 
liiUest^assuranee. The triumphs of Jesus' resurrection proclaim it^ 
accopti^Dtte; with God. The SjMrit tesUfies of it fai the word, and 
pves assurance <^ salvation by it in the hearts of the fiuthful. Hence 
the holy- bc^dness and happy rejoicing^ of fiuth before a rightegoa 
God* David's address to Jesus is, *< My mouth shall shew forth thy 
Righteousness, and thy salvation all the dajr^ I will make mentionof 
^yfighteouaness, even of thine only*"«««*Psalm Uxi* 15, 16. A» 
tl|eit.isbutonefiuth, so saints in all ages had but one objectto lo^ 
to for righteousness, even Jesus. Therefore holy Paul prays, ^ttfut 
I may be found in him, not having mine own righteousness." 
PhiL iii. 9. 
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All things are laxvfnl unto mcy but all things art fM tsqjUk 
dient...ACor. \i. 12. 

The constnunts of love and jealousy of fear sweetljr unite' 'mtbti 
htWenn^ h^art* Where the faith of Jesus prevails, -lore eatutnmu 
It holds and k^eps us in our station and duty, as soldiers- are k^ 
together under a banner or ensi^ displayed. What eheerMoeaff 
iffkd aetirity of Soul do we experience, when we can say "With tfa« 
ehUrch itt the Canticles, (ii. 4 J) ^ JesuaT banner over itieiras lovt 19 
iTheh how sweetly do we judge and determine our conduct b;^ thr-lsnr 
6f ChffMi which is L6v£ ! This excitea a godly fear lest wn^ahoakt 
Mtnw ourselves a latitude in things in themselvea indifferent, to IM 
wounding and hurt of our souls or our feIlow«soldier«» ThMlfh^ 
things of an indifferent nature, which are innocent 4B thtfttiseltea; 
*fe lawful to us; yet the cause and interest of our dear SkiViiHir, and 
the good and edifying of his bdored members, should be e¥er ataf 
tai* hearts, and make u» consider the expediency of them* - 

How narrow is the path of duty ! yet it is pleasant to thia4aitbfui 
soul. ' For Jesus hath strewed it with the fragrant fmiu ef peace; 
lore, ' and comfort. Peace from God, and with our brethren-; lovt 
M God and oue another; While we ivalk according to this vofor'*^ 
bfing glory to God who hath called us by Jesus Christ to glory, and 
will alser assuredly glorify us togettier widi himself* What ciittim^ 
ipeetiob becomes disciples hi their diiily walk, that they give none 
HifRefice, -ntither to the Jew nor to the Gentile, Aor to the ohurch 
of <>6d 1 The eyes^ not only of God, angels, and flevila, are upon 
ti^ but the' eyes of men also, our brethren, and our opposeri; Did 
the Reehftbites wholly abstain from wine, because Jm^adiib ocmi* 
iVkattded ^¥e shall dtink iio wine ?" Did the Lord honor tbelv <>bedi* 
enee in this indifferent thing with his approbation ^.t^Jer* xxxrs 
How much more will Jesus honor his disciples, who, with en ey^ 
to his glory, iknd his members' good, abstain from things that art 
«et expedient ! Thou free«man of the Lord, with a holy reaolutkd 
Assert thy dignity. I will not be brought under the powef of %faf 
thiftg'eontrary to the love of Jesus. Happy is he who seieketh not te 
pleftse himself, but to profit others. How then can those ahswer te 
the t>ord Christ, to their own souls, and to their brethrefi, who^ eatf 
indulge themselves at card*tables, play-houses, Sec and say/ ^ These 
are indifferem things ; I see no harm in them I*' Is this ^f^loiring 
after the things which make for peace, and wherewith one mty edify 
another ?"....Rom. xiv. 19. ^^ Happy is he that condemneth not hitii^ 
sAF m that thing which he alloweth."....ver. 22. 
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Wkatdoesi ihwher€y Elijah?.., .\ Kings xix. IS. 

•The prophets, as well as the children of the Lord, are sometimes 
tend where they ought Hot to be. Elijah had npw: taken op hi» 
9esktencc id a cave in the wilderness* What yrpxk could he do foi 
kin. matter here ? What gk>ry could he bring to his name in & biK*Ff Q 
inoiiPitain? Here were no laipbs of God*s flock to be gathareik. m 
Itbijep of Christ's pasture to be fed, no torn aheep to be .healed aUd 
HouKished by hts word and doctrine* It seemaaa though ha tbougkt 
all his work was. at an end, his zeal quite worn out; and in a fit of 
feaTf . unbelief, and despondency, he retreated from public of^ioaitioii 
to the dreary mansions of a mountainous cave {or rest and quiet. - But 
tlx* .Loid followed him, caused him to hear his voice, callahim to 
•ew work, 'endues him with fresh strength, and animates him wkh 
tiie pleasing assurance that he had seven. thousand faithful servanti 
f^ in- Israel* But poor Elijah thought he was left alone* .. 

See the eSect of judging according ta apjiearaucest Carnal reason 
IB a bad judge in spiritual things* The wis(k>m of the flesht'eyer 
dftermuies contrary to the wisdom of God* Seware of your franiest 
O disqiple^f -If on the mount, in the sunshine of comfort^ be.aoi 
Tain and confident^ with ^^I shall never fall*" If in th^. gloomy 
^leyf. where light and joy are obscured} ^e imH cast doin^ wA 4^ 
jcct^« ^^ The Lord reigneth ; rejoice m. him*" . Though clouds 
Mid darknesa are round thy God and Saviour, yet '^ righteousnesa 
Itfldv judgment are the habitatipfi of his tbrone.***«.*Psalm luyiL 
AbfMreaU, beware .of thy c^mduct*.. Fly not tQ places of ainfui TKUr 
tics* and vain gratifiqaiions* These can never {M^ofiit thy. soul* Naj^ 
if;dRrk.a^d uncomfortable^ what canst, thou expecf byt to ^duker 
aiid Biore uncomlbrtable still? This ia a farther remave &oi9^tb/e 
Saviour's, love and pre$ence. What canst thou ^pect^ but ^tbi| 
imUing reproof, this keen interrogadon, "thou man. of Godf w]ia| 
do^tthou H£Ric?" If Elijah was reproved, for h^g m abarreji 
viUnmess, how cafistthou answer it to God tby lovii^ S^vjoht, £>r 
Mpg Ibu9d on worse than barren ground; "Vfhere the allurmgbaitf 
nC 919 ; ih^ poisonous weeds .of satan gr^w in itbMiidani^ei to jbeguile 
1^ destroy unstable souls* O soul,: hear the call of ^thy beloved 
(jQfdl. ^*t Depart ye, depart ye, this is |M>t yogir rest*" Know your 
^oricKn^ privilegef " Ye are the temple of the Uvipg Qod* God 
dwdls Ui you, and walks in you*" Lfistea to Invoice, sposking 19 
fftfir souls* ^' Wherefore come, out from among them^ and. be y^ 
separate, aaith thf) Lord) and I will receive you: and I wili be a 
Father unto you, (ye shall enjoy the sweet knowledge of it,) and,ye 
ahall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty* 
aCor.vi. 17, 18. 
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Let u$ lay aside every xveight, and the sin which dotli *» 

easily beset us.'...Heb. xii. 1. 

■ ■ •! . 

Chkistiak thou art called to run a race: the eyes of ipou-^ 
Ikierable spectators are ypon thee; the powers of many epejnier 
Itfe agunst thee; but fear not* In the strength of Jesust throujg;fa 
the power of fidth, thou shalt obtain the prize: even the salvatiim 
of thy souK It is thy wisdom to know thy foes and to guard against 
them: to know thine own vileness and weakness, and to lodi to thy 
friend for power* Thou hast a heavy burden which hinders thy 
running with alacrity and delight: this, in the exercise of fiatithy 
thou must lay aside ; therefore ^^ put off the old man with his deeds*" 
This through the Spirit is to be thy daily work* Every sin Is 'n 
lireight; as such is to be laid aside* ^The body of sin" is a 'sore 
burden, therefore to be put off: but thou hast a besetting sin : thine 
own conscience best knows its nama and nature : this thou, art called 
to lay aside* In the nature of all men there is one sin^ a master 
sin, the source and spring of every other sin, which even believers 
are not exempt from ; but it is ready at all times easily to beset, 
them* It is that monster of iniquity, unbelief. ^< Faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, and the evidence of things not seeiu"**^ 
Heb* xi* 1* Here we see what glory is given to God, and what 
wonders were wrought by faith in that chapter* It is the nature pf 
unbelief to deny the substance of what is hoped for, and to oppose 
the evidence of invisible realities* It tends to make faint kearts, 
weak knees, and feeble hands: it stops us in our race: it puts us 
to a stand ; and we should give up all and give over all, unless J^us 
prays for us, and we ' are endued with power from on high* But 
glory to our Jesus he does pray for us, therefore, our faith &ils not; 
we are strengthened by the Spirit's might in the inner man to hold 
on* Yet shame on thee, O soul, instead of laying aside this siuy 
how often dost thou treat it as a bosom friend! How frequently con- 
sult it as a sweet counsellor! especially when its arguments are 
backed by its constant companion, carnal reason* But being 
assured the matter of thy faith is the word of truth, the author aiM 
finisher of thy faith Jesus, thou ait not called to answer cvtrj cavil 
from carnal reason,nor to silence unbelief by explaining the mysteries 
of grace and salvation ; but to lay it aside ; put it off as David did Saul'fi 
armour ; put it away as men do childish things ; cast it out as Al»aia 
did the bond-woman and her son****and so run with patience the 
race that is set before thee, every step ^* kxddng unto Jesus*" 

Bx glimm'ring hopes and gloomy fears See tke kind angels at the gates. 
We trace the focred road ; Inviting us to come ! 

Thro* dismal deeps and dangVons snares There Jesus the forerunner waits^ 
We msike our way to God. To welcome travMers h*me. 
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^Tltal I miiijlt tnov hhn....PhiL iii. io^ 
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^< There are ttiree things that are never satisfied, yea, four, 
t]^ fii^ which saith not, it is enough."....Prov. xxx. 1 5, 16. So true 
b ^*' <^ ^e fire of loTe when kindled in believing hearts. It burn* 
with^jiatiabl^ desire towards Jesus. Amazing ! Had Paul so long 
kiiowpy loved, and preached a crucified, risen Jesus, and yet now 
desires to know him ! Yes. Such is the nature of faith, that like 
riches to a iniser, the more they increase, the more the desires of his 
lieart increase after them. His wants are gpreater than his posses- 
"sions*! So the living members of precious Jesus see such inexhaus-* 
' ^le treasures in him their living head, and such numerous wants 
in themselves, that their hearts are ever crying after, looking to, and' 
longing for mere of his presence, blessings and comforts in know- 
ledge and experience. And, like a chaste virg^ espoused to an 
i^ectionate lover, her desires will never be completely satisfied till 
she is brought into the nearest relation and closest embraces, when 
i^he takes up her abode, and enjoys the presence of the object 
tS her love. Lovers of Jesus can never be satisfied with any other 
but him, nor will they be fully satisfied nor perfectly happy, till they* 
are for ever present with their ever-loving Lord* 
■ But the knowledge of him, even now, creates a paradise of peace» 
a heaven of love and holiness in the soul* Hence there is a godly 
]»lousy in espoused soiils, lest other objects should steal upon their 
' affectiohs* If at any time their eyes have been turned from theic 
L6rd, ^ere is a holy shame ; they blush at their folly, and cry, O 
that I may know him who rests for ever alike in his constant love to 
' me a poor sinner* In this consists the life and joy of the heart, to 
khow that Jesus hath made peace for us by the blood of his cross; 
thst he hath wrought out a robe of righteousness by the obedience of 
his life to adorn us ; that he ever lives to pray for us* Yea daily, 
constantly to know him, as dwelling in my heart by faith, ever pre- 
Senfwith me to the joy of my mind, and to the peace of my coAo* 
~ science* And truly, beloved, if thou art not thus kept knowing 
Jeims, looking to Jesus, feeding upon him continually in thy heart by 
' fidth, thou wih know and feel other things, which will creep in and 
stfcHy Astress thy mind. The voice of the law will be heard in thy 
Conscience, backed by satan's injections, and thou wilt find angmsh of 
spirit and bitterness of soul. But by sweetly abiding in the know- 
Mge of Jesus, by foith, thou shalt manfiiUy stand thy ground, and 
" conrageously conquer and triumph* ^ So shall grace and peace be 
tnultiptied through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord...« 

2 A et. 1. 'i. •». 

Vol. L Nn 
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Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that . ^Q^}ff^ 
he aUozveth...Jtom. xiv. 22. 

There ai^e many, things of a civil) moral iind religious -naturer 
which are in themselves indifferent. Yet, as to compliance or non* 
compliance with them, they are far from being matters of indiffer- 
ence to the mind of a believer. As he has an inward consciousness 
of his outward behaviour, so he findis within himself a sentence of 
condemnation when he acts contrary to the dictates of his own know- 
ledge and conscience. It may be the disciple of Jesus often finds 
some things of a doubtful nature, wherein he doth not see the word 
of God to be express and clear in determining. The upright soul, 
the tender conscience knows not how to act ; is afraid of doing wrong: 
he asks advice of ministers and christian brethren, but they cannot 
fully satisfy his scruples and set his mind at liberty, how he ouglit 
to demean himself. 

Here the apostles give a full and peremptory answer. The heart 
of every believer is purified from an evil conscience by the blood of 
Jesus, and instructed in the knowledge of the truth by his lyord aiid 
Spirit. Hence there is an inward perception of what tends to wound 
and condemn it. Happy ait thou, disciple, if thou dost not wilfully 
allow thyself in any thing for which thy conscience condemns thee. 
Never allow thyself in any outward practice, which is attended with 
inward .condemnation. Is it of a trifling and indifferent nature in 
itself ? pretend not to plead for it. Canst thou be content to make 
thy conscience thine enemy, to incur its censure« and to impair thy 
peace, for a trifle ? Whatever thou takestinhand remeniber tfaer 
end, and thou shalt not do amiss. This advice is excellent ; it is. 
thy wisdom to follow it ; it is thy privilege to plead for power at 9 
throne of grace. Consider daily thy calling ; it is to live in sweet 
fellowship with Jesus, to enjoy peace in thy conscience, and holiness 
and happiness in life. Whatever is contrary to this, will make 
thee unhappy. As a son of the most high God, and a servant of the 
precious Jesus, thou art called not to please thy flesh, not to do thy 
own will, not to gratify thy own lusts, yea not to destroy thy own 
peace, but to glorify thy God and Saviour, in doing his will. It is 
most plain and evident from the apostles' exhortations, that if believers' 
walk and practice are not consistent with the truth, they maiy xhost 
certainly deprive themselves of the sweet sense and comfortable en- 
joyment of the peace and love of God. Consider deeply, weigh 
attentively the force and meaning of these words, "keep youf- 
•elves in the love of Gi)d."*...Jude xxi. "Let the peace of God rule 
in yourheart8«'%«..Col« ill. 15. 
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God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation^ 
through sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the 
mth....2 Thess. ii. 13, 

We live in a day when pride reignsi the creature is exalted, the 
Holf Ghost resisted, and truth is trampled under foot. The doc* 
irine of God's distinguishing grace and electing love in Christ Jesus, 
is noW| as it ever was, to men of corrupt minds, destitute of the 
truth, a bone of contention* They have railing accusations, great 
jnwelling lyords to utter against it; their mouths are not stopped, 
because they see. not themselves guilty before God.—Rom« iii* 19. 
S^ith Paul of such, '^ They are under a strong delusion, they have 
{Measure in unrighteousness." They are left to sport themselves 
with their own vain proud delusions. Then he adds, ^' but we are 
bound to give thanks for God's election of you brethren, beloved of 
the Lord." True ministers of Jesus join with blessed apostle9, in 
living praise to God the Father for his love to poor sinners in Christ 
^esu8. They know God's love existed before time began. 

The doctrine of election is not a mere speculation, nor can it tend 
to iicentioushess ; but it is of the essence of vital godliness, and is 
attended with the most holy and blessed effects, where received into 
the heart in the love of it. For the same Lord, who purposed to 
bring many sons to glory, hath also ordained the means, ^< sancti- 
$cation of the Spirit, sind belief of the truth." How could Paul 
know these professors were beloved and elected ? Truly the effects 
proved the cause. They saw the fruits of electing love spring forth 
under the energy of the blessed Spirit. They were brought to 
believe in, love and cleave to the sanctifying influence it had upon 
their hearts ^d lives. 

^ Behold mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth," said the Father 
of all consolations to his church, concerning Jesus—.Isa. xlii. 1. 
He is the blessed object in whom we are chosen, who has finished 
our salvation, and to whom we are to look by faith. Yet, O believer, 
trace the streams of thy mercy to the fountain head ; see thy obli- 
g;ations equally to the Father's love, the Son's redemption, and the 
Spirit's operations. Thus all salvation is of God ; thou hast nothing 
whereof to glory ; all cause for deepest humility ; the greatest reason 
for rejoicing day by day. What heights of love art thou called to \ 
What iiiflamed affections should possess thy heart! ^^ Only let thy 
titnversation be as becometh the gospel of Christ."..««Phil. i. 37. 
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Work .out tfiur own sabmtian wUh feat mid irenAUng.,..* 
PkiL ii, .12. . . V 

The salvation of lost sinners, from first 15 la^ ift ftll'Of grkee^ 
nbt of 'works.««.Ronu xi. 16. It was plamied iti the cevciuait of 
•grace; bf the grace of Jesus it is fivi&hsd* The moment we* 
rbelieve on Josus, salvation is ours; it is oqR ^owy balvatiov* 
Mind that. Why are we cdled to woiii it out? Consideis aalf^tioA 
implies deliverance from dangers and enemielk Ar^ we not ma^ 
•rounded with these, without as well as within? The legality of oar 
.spirits, the pride of our natures^ tihe lusts* of the fleshy fhe canMl 
reasonings of our minds, unbelief of the oibpiing of them* the re- 
bellion of our wills, the selfHighteousnessof our hearts, the worldly 
mindedness of our desires, the canudity of our affectkms, Ihe tuHrn- 
lency of our passicms, S^c. say, are not these tike a legion of enemies 
to our salvation ? Is not satan, our grand adversary, ever ii^wldBg'by 
means of these enemies to bring us into dangers and dibtres^f if- by 
any. means he may prevent our peaceably posse^ung, and etemaUy 
ien joying salvation? 

Judge then, O believer, is not deliverance from danger tliroug^ 
these enemies needful? Is there not a necessity fbr thy working out 
thy deliverance from their force and fraud ? Is there not need %ot 
faith to work by love, striving against sin, resisting satan, mortify* 
ing the flesh, perfecting holiness, fruitful in good works? The 
commands of thy God make the work of faiths the laboiir of iove» 
and the patience of hope nec^sary. The gospel requires, love con« 
strains to be much, in prayer and meditation, searching the scrip* 
tures, and in all holy .ordinances ; and to encourage to this, ever 
remember, it is. '^ God who worketh in us both to will and to do.** 
^'Be strong, for I am with you," saith the Lord of he8ts*M.Hag« ii* 4. 
Does all thy happiness ccmsist in the comfortable enjoyment of the 
full assurance of this salvation? Then ^' work it out with fear and 
trembling." > Fear to think of establishing thy works and duties a4 
thine own righteousness, or to procure the favor of thy God* Tr £if • 
BL£ to entertain any hope of salvation, but by the atoning blood of 
Jesus, and the perfect righteousness of Jesus; any wayof.aoceae-to 
God, but through his mediation. Fear uid tremble, above all) after 
thou hast done all, to think I am perfsct*. Know, thoe art^fill 
^ an miprofitable servant**' T&£xbls to eaitertam the jeast notiMi 
that thy might, thy power, thy -jaithfulness, iiatii WAought anjr 
thing as terms and conditions to procure salfatiaw* Fijlr ever to 
ascribe any glory to thyself. <' Whoso looketh into the perfect law 
of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer^ 
but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed*"**- 
James u 25. 
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Let yodr tight so iktke before men, that they majf see your 
^ '^ood xvorksy and. glorify your Father which is in hea- 
vefu^.Jdatt. V. 16. 

- CAW A lump of ftnimited day, a wonn of the earth, a creature 
ofa day, ^kmfy the infinitely ^at and eternally g^rious Jehovah? 

• _ 

Yet: )Nich honor, suth exahed honor have all his tuiints. For his 
picaitive ^ey wiere created at first; for his glory they are bom 
agidtt of his Spirit. Jesus commands' his members to it as their 
doty^ the S^t enables to it as their greatest privilege* ^^The 
FftikMlr accepts, and is well pleased with, and declares himself g1ori« 
fied by the practice of his children."....Psalm U 33. Did Samuel 
content to Saul's request, ^ Honor me now, I pray thee, before the 
eldm of illy people ?"•••• l Sam. xv. SO. And canst thou, O son of 
the Most High, ever need a motive, or want an argument to glorify 
tfay Fstther before men? It is to be the chief work of thy life. In 
tUt work, as Moses said to Pharaoh, so thy deliverer saith to thee, 
<<not an hoof is to be lefl behind." With all that thou hast and art, 
thou art to glorify thy Lord. 

> Tbou hast but one thing only but what thou hast received* from 
thyLolrd; this is sin: by this thou dishonorest thy God; by every 
thing contrary to this, God is glorified. Happy souls, who istudy 
God's word as the rule of their conduct, consider the enjoyment of 
God in Christ as their greatest felicity, and direct all thdr views to 
bitf^kny. * Thus the light of Jesus, when it shines into thfe heart, 
bieaitis forth its evidence and glory in the outward life and conversa- 
tioiu When the light of truth is accompanied by the warmth of love 
and obedience of fidth, men will see that we have been with Jesus ; 
that we not only have light in our heads, but love and zeal for God't 
glory in our hearts. The former, may acquire honor to ourketves of 
being good TALKERS for God, but the latter only can prove that we 
are upright walkers, at his obedient children; tliat w^ are his 
^ peculiar pieople, by being zealous of good works."....That we are 
really concerned for his glory, that we have it at heart, that'we love, 
BoC only ih word, but also in deed and in truth. It is the genuine 
langiuig^ of a converted soul, with Paul, ^^Lord what wouldest thou 
have ine to do? It is the burden ofa faithful^ loving heart, that it 
(Mii'Sb little for the glory of God, and ever longs to glorify him more. 
l¥lule the light <^ truth is our glory, and the love of truth is oar 
happiness, we shall study to '< adorn the doctrine of Gbd ouf SAtiour 
IR All Aingt.'*....Titus ii. 10. 
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Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God....Eph. iv. SO.^ 

How affectionate and condescending is this address of the. grtaf 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ to his children! Paul vritet to 
Philemon, '' Though I might be bold U) enjoin thee thfit which is 
convenient ; fet, for love's sake, I rather beseech thee*" So* with 
infinitely higher authority, the Lord might command with ten^if 
instead of beseech with love. Astonishing expression I Grieve no| 
the holy Spirit of God. Hast thou? Canst thou» O bcUAver» be 
guilty in this matter? It is easy to concdve that we may griere our 
own spirits, and the spu*its of good men by our sin and folly: bilt.tc| 
think of grieving the Spirit of God, is enough to make ua cry out ixK 
amazement, What mystery of love is this? 

But verily, so dear are God's children to him, that as in lore to. 
our souls he took on him our nature, so in cqndescen^ioii to our 
weak capacities, he borrows language from nature, and assumes to 
himself passions, lik^ unto ourselves: for he was in all thingfi like 
unto US} but without s^n. . So it is said, God delights in the pros- 
perity of his people, he rejoiceth over them to do them good. 
But when, through their sin and folly, they hurt their own souls, 
Jesus i^ touched with a feeling of our infirmities ; his Spirit is 
grieved at our conduct. 

Who can tell in how many ways christians do this? Inwardly. by, 
giving way to unbelief; by low unworthy thoughts of Jesus, his 
blood, righteousness and salvation ; his mediation and intercesuooy 
of whom the Spirit is the glorifier; so also by indulging vain, camalt^ 
sinful thoughts: outwardly, by neglecting the gospel of grace, not 
walking closely with Jesus by faith, not conforming to hb will in our 
lives an^ conversations: and experience woefully convincethy that 
when the holy Spirit is grieved, the poor soul is distressed. We 
never send the Spirit grieved to heaven, but he leaves our spirits 
grieved pn earth. He is our comforter; by him believers are sealjcd 
unto the day of redemption. Though we are sealed by him, as the 
Lord's own possession, yet if he leaves us to ourselves, the view of 
Jesus is obscured to us, and his comforts are withheld^ from us* 
Then natural fears, legal terrors, and desponding doubts Veize oh 
us, and evil spirits rejoice over us, with ^' there, there, so would we 
have it«'' Though he never becomes the Spirit of bondage to us» 
yet he leaves us to the bondage of our own legal spirits. What 
reason have we to pray daily, *' cleanse thy servantt O Jesus, fiom 
his secret faults ; and let not, O Spirit of grace, presumptuous sina 
get the dominion over me."....Psalm xix. 13, 13. 

The Spirit, like a peace ful dove, Why should we vex and grieve his knrc^ 

Flies from the realms of noise and strife, Who leads our souls to heav'aly life I 
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■ • . ■ . . ■ 

Castitig dozen imaginations y and every high Iking that 
exalteth itself against the knoxvledge of God, andbring-^ 
■"ing'ihic captimty every thought to the obedience of 
'* C6Hst:...2 Cor. x. 5. 

IT is fit that soldiers of Jesus should have the sentence of death 
m'txiethselves* They are hereby taught not to trust in themselves^- 
Tiiofu^h armed with the spiritual weapons of their warfare, yet they 
are lib farther mighty and conquering but as aided by the poWer of 
God. 'Poor souls, by trusting to their graces instead of the God of 
all g^ce, have been foiled by the enemy, and have fallen. " I wilt 
not trust in my bcrw, neither shall my sword save me : but, througb 
the Lord, will we push down our encmies.'*....Psal. xliv. 5, 6* This is 
the lai^age of fiuth, this the confidence of humble souls: afte^ 
fcelievers have escaped the corruptions that are in the world through 
liist, and have been turned from their sinful courses to the Lord 
fesiin^ then danger threatdis from another quarter ; self-righteous- 
ndftik will exalt its baneful head against them. ^' Now I am somebckly ; 
I naVe received inlierent grace and strength, I am justified, my sins 
are pardoned, and I have got a clean heart." Thus towering^ imagi- 
nation* -swell against God*s everlasting love, his election of g^ce, the 
rmptited righteousness of Jesus, and final perseverance of the saints. 
When these evuigelical truths are rejected, it argues that pride; 
iielf-sufficiency, and self-righteousness prevail. Verily, O soul, 
*' thou trustest in thine own beauty, and playest the harlot', because 
of thy renown. Woe, woe, unto thee." This is a severe reprbof 
iton the mouth of the liord.—Ezek. xvi. SO. St. Austin is pereihp- 
tory, ^that it hath been profitable to some proud spirits to fall into 
gross bflehce ; for they have not lost so much by their fall as they 
have got by being down." It is better to be humble under sin, than 
to be proud of graces God will suffer no flesh to glory in his pre- 
sence'; his truths tried at the bar of carnal reason will be rejected. 
Biit as free-grace truths are precious to that Spirit who indited them^ 
so he trin bring disciples to submit to them. To reject the doctrines 
of grace, . under a specious pretence to holiness, is to blaspheme the 
GKodof wisdpm. High thoughts of ourselves oppose the truths of God ; 
vain imaginations strengthen self-confi^dence, which is contrary to the 
&ith of Christ. To see Jesus all in all, and to see ourselves nothing 
at all| is to see and know aright, in the light of truth, and by the 
▼lews of the Spirit of truth. There is an inward obedience of the 
heart, a submission to the righteousness of God, as well as an out- 
ward obedient walk. There may be much of the pride and holiness 
of the Pharisee without, where there is none of the simple faith and 
lo¥e of Jesus within. 
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Icasnenot to sendpeaceon earth, but a sward.k. iMatti x^ 3^« 

Is not our Saviour the prince of peace? Hath he 'n6t Inade 
peace-between God and man> by tlie blood of his cross ^ Qodrhe not 
give peace in the conscience, and establish peace among hia |>eop|^ ? 
Is it not the essence of the gospel to preach peace by Christ? All 
this is true* Why then doth my Lord say^ '^ I came not to aaiu} 
peace, but a sword ?" Conceive not of the meek Lamb at tbougl^ |i9 
MHil delighted in wac^ and that the sword of slaughter sl|Qiild}H^ 

. Unalt with human blood* No: he came not to destroy ipea's Uvfs, 
but to save them* Therefor^ this sword is no-other than the -.^ aw^ 
of the Spirit, the word of God/' It is rendered in Su L)ike» Birit 
siov* This sword divides and separates a christian, from hla-camal 
friends and relations; yea^ divides asunder flesh and SpitiU i^ Stance 
<^>en war commences, and hostilities begin ; - for there oevfi^- pv&st 
can be any peace,- harmony, and agreement,, subsiating betwfeQ 
carnal and spiritual men, mo more than between .fieab and.99tQMii 
the christian* These are contrary to^ and at continual war ^4]t^4ii|cb' 
other* >^ Wars and fightings come from yoiu* lusts*" SinjD^^||i$ 
cause of all conteiition and division among men: ey<MT chiisl^ i§ % 
soldier; the aword of the Spirit, the word of God is (me blea8e4F9i*t 
of his armour. By this he is enabled to resist satan,.subdyo.his lus^, 
cut down unbelief, and to stand his gnaind against/ every jeotsiy 
from the world, flesh, and devil, whidi are always ia fatttjtle-fniay 
against him*. ,.....• 

Thus the weapons of thy warfare, O soul, are not carnal^ but 
spiritual and mighty, through God, ^'to the pulling, down the atropg 
holds of satan*" Though earth and hell ar^ at war f^gainst tbeei 
yet strengthen thyself in thy God, he is on thy ^ide* . Fortify U^yi^df 
by the word of his truth. This, for thy comfort, aasur^ thee, 
*^ No weapoti that is formed against thee . shall prc^per, and;^^very 
tongue that ^all rise against thee ia judgment, thou -ali^t.Gon* 
demn."**.Jsa.liv« 1 7. By <^ this sword of the Sfnrit thou ahait prevail : 
by the blood of the Lamb thou shalt overcome*" ^ Not by tai{^ or 

^ power, but by my Sparit, saith .th^ Lord of hosta*'V*.*Zec^ it* 6* 

. AUsi the poor sensible soul is ready to say, my.sti^engtj^isfxnaU, 
my 9tnn is weak ; though such a weapon is put into myhand, I h^ve 
neither skill nor courage to use it aright i sin, satan^ ^fid the. wopld 
will be top strong for, and avercome me at jast^ No ; that i/k iospps- 

. sible* Though weak as tn&ncy, feeble as ichildhood, .this bl^9fted 
word exactly suits our state, and is a cordial to our apirita,. ^^ Ye ar^ 
of God, little childiren, and have overcome them*" Why so? 
Because. ^< greater is. he that is in you, thiui he that is in. the 
world*"****l John iv* 4* 
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Jeiiis said unto ihemj Why sleep ye f rise and pray^ lest ye 
enter into temptation.. ..Luke xxii. 46. 

. ' ' Ths duUt ileepy fraikies of disciples, though natural to them, 
ute hf iK> means commendable in them, nor are they to find excuses 
Ibr-theiai, as though this was a sleepy state of the churches, and so 
^re were to lie down and take our rest. This is injurious to the 
iMiior of our dear master, brings discredit upon his cause and interest, 
is Tery uncomfortable, and exposes sleeping souls to many and 

. great dangers : though loTe may excuse it, yet will Jesus sharply 
reprove for it* Why sleep ye \ wherefore do you indulge yourselves 
with sloth when you are called to activity? sleep is unreasonable 

- when danger is near. Ye know, my beloved disciples, your adver- 

' Bioy satan is ever wakeful, watchful, busy in plotting and seeking 
M iob you of your shield of faith. Is this a time to be sluggish ? to 
fri3 your hands and cry, a little more carnal ease and woridly 
pleaaorea, a little more spiritual slumber? Most inexcusable to be 
taking sleepy opiates of pleasure to indulge the flesh, and intoxicating 
draughts from the world to drown the Spirit. What meanest thou, 
O sleeper? ^arise and call upon thy God." Say not ^I am in an 
ttnaoitable frame, dull, and heavy." Thou readest of no such reply 
ftmn these dr<»wsy disciples to their master. Wilt thou stay till thou 

' itft rich before thou wiltbeihdustrious? He who calls to duty is 
he/Ctk dbie and willing to give strength in duty, and power to perform 
it* Take with you words and say, Jesus will give the Spirit to pray. 
Ever remember, prayers move God, not as an orator moves his 
hearers, but as the cry of a beloved child moves an affectionate 
'firther ; when we are out of the reach of danger, prayer will be need- 
less* But when vdll that be? not in this life ; not till every enemy 

Is destroyed ; that will not be till death is swallowed up in life. 
* Now there is danger from temptation. Temptation cannot hurt us, 
Imt entering into the temptation will. Jesus was in all things 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin; his temputions were all 
.without him; they could not enter in to defile himf but they may 
US': when the love of the world enters and prevails, the sense of the 
love of God is lost: when the lusts of the flesh get power, the com 
sdlations of the Spirit are not enjoyed ; when ease and hapinness are 
expected from any other object but Jesus, the precious Saviour is 
slighted and dtsesteemed : then our views of his love are eclipsed^ 
and our souls nuserably darkened. "The end of all things is at 
hand, be ye therefore sober and watch unto prayer.".... 1 Pet. iv, 7. 

How precious is our Savioar'i lovcT He hates the sloth we're subject to. 
How tender his complaint ! But yet he loves the saint. 

• Vol. I. O o 
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/ rejoice at thy xoordy as one that .findelh great spoiL.^m 
Psalm cxix. 162. 

The midU of God in all ages were taught hf the aaine Si»ritf 
looked for the same salvation^ and were cotoforted by the same truths 
found in the word of the Lord; hence the word is tt> predousi to 
thena ; it causes rejoicing of soul within them ; thus it is of Ac 
written word of the Lord which makes known his ererlasting;; loi^n^ 
designs to sinners of mankind: this also is true of the essentiary 
divine^ and uncreated word, the Lord Jesus t he in person maAi&tted 
God*s thoughts of love, as words declare whkt is in the mind: Jesus 
lay in the bosom of the Father from eternity; he has reriealed the 
Father's eternal lore to us! O, he who findeth Jesus will rejoiee &■> 
deed. With joy, says PhiU)), ^ we have found him of whom Moses 
in the law, and the prophets did write*'%«*«John i« 45* Hath s ood^ 
queror, \^ hath obtained a complete victory over, and b csnriclntig 
himself with the spmis of a wealthy enemy, cause of rejcndng? bow 
much more has the christian daily from the word of the Lord. Alas ! 
the joy of the one is but momentary and uncertain; what he hath 
puned in war to-day, to-morrow he may be deprived of ; hot jo^ 
through the victory of Jesus, and the spoil the christian rwaipthmtL 
the word are durable and eternal ; the victory of Jesus is die chris- 
tian's spoil ; here he beholds sin subdued, death conquered, satan 
vanquished, hell overcome, and a crown of eternal li& and glory 
fiiUy obtained, absolutely ensured, and which shall mmx certainly 
be enjoyed* In the written word of the Spirit are given unto us 
*^ exceeding great and precious promises*" In the essential wonl 
Jesus, *^all the promises are in him, yea and amen, to the glory of 
Ckxi." By the former we understimd ^ what is the hope Of our callingt 
and what the riches of the glory of our inheritance in the aaints/f 
By the latter, union with Jesus, and faith in him, We obtaiB the 
happy assurance that all things are ours* ^ Whether ministers^ 
the worid, life, death, things present, or things to come, all ars 
yours, and ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's."-- 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. 
And ^ nothmg shall be able to separate us from the love of God winch 
is in Christ Jesus. "••••Rom. viii. 39* 

Blessed be God for the word of his grace, ,the srsLS; blessed be 
God for his unspeakable gifl, Jesus; Here is thy treasure, O 
christian; where should thy heart be but in meditation and delist 
herein daily ? For thou canst get spiritual joy frotn n6 object but 
victorious Jesus, set before thee in the gospel ; and the cleartr thou 
seest salvation by him, so will thy faith be stronger in him; this 
creates spiritual rejoicing of soul continually. 

How doth x\\j word my heart engage ! When nature sinks and spiritf droop. 

How well employ my tongue ! Thy promises of grace 

And in my riresome pilgrimage A.te ^\Vlav« to support my hope % 

VieJdi me a heav'iil/ iong. KvA y^j% \ mx^Mt ^^ y^v^m* 
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^n shall not have dominion over you : for ye are not under 
the law J but under grace... .Ram, vi. 14. 

. Who are under the law? All who think they can fulfil it, seek 
td hie nude righteous by it, and expect salvation from it; all such 
km und^ the dominion of sin and the curse of the law. Who are 
imder grace? All who. fly from the law as a ministration of condem* 
Baticm» eml)race the gospel as a ministration of righteousness, and 
deaTC to Jesus and expect righteousness and salvation in him onlt. 
OTer such sin has po power to destroy ; they are out of its territories, 
bi another kingdom, under another king : Jesus rules in and over 
themf and he says of ewry one of them, sin^hall not have domi- 
aioQ ^ver.you. O, what a heart-reviving promise is this! how dc- 
lightfiil to hear our worst foe, our bitterest enemy shall not lord it 
eircr us! Art thou, O disciple, ready to cry out. Would to God sin 
'Mt na being in me, then I should be completely happy ! Remember 
what thy Saviour said to his mother, '^ Mine hour is not yet come/* 
•MtJbhn ii* 4* It is enough that thou are caUed to the marriage of 
the Lamb; the bridegroom keeps the best wine for the last ; this is 
excellent wine on earth, sin shall not have dominion over us; in 
^lory, sin shall have no being in us. 

Be assured, O christian, thine enemies are all conquered, though 
^^nse and experience afford thee daily proof they are not i^ll dead. 
Never think of laying down thine arms, folding thine hands, and 
setting up thy rest here ; thou art still in the camp ; the enemy lies 
in wait to take all advantage ; but here is thy victory, though sin is 
an enemy, whose life is commensurate with the life of thy flesh; 
tbqugh so nearly allied to thee that it is part of thyself; yet, being 
one with Jesus, thou hast a sjuritual and eternal* life, and the power 
oi omnipotence is engaged to preserve and keep thee ; therefpre sin 
shall not maintain its usurpation, nor hold dominion over thy soul ; 
Its empire is dethroned, the kingdom of Jesus is set up in thy hearty 
Christ dwells there by faith, thy heart is sprinkled from an evil con- 
science by his blood; he who hath conquered for thee will also 
conquer in thee. 

Take heed of a state of independence on him, and vain confidence 
in thyself ; think not the root and being of sin are destroyed, and 
ttiyself in a sinless state; for then thou hast no need of Jesus, faith 
hi him, hope on him, nor prayer to him. O, if sataa thus rocks 
My poOT sinner asleep, it is in the cradle of delusion, while he smgs 
a sweet i^ren's song: be ever active and vigilant to expose imd con- 
quer thy mbred foe. Daily attend this ii^olesome advice, '^ Let not 
sin reign in your mortJal body^ that you should obey it in the li2&ts 
{heTe<rfl"....veF. 12. 
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WAcrefore-wc l^our,. that, whether present or jAsenl a»fe 
may be accepted, ofhim..nSl.Cor.y. 9», .: . . .. "^ * 

^* Iv alliabour there is pp(>fit.*'.'...Prov, xiv. 23i The belief of 
this maketh the heart diligent) liTely, aix) active* WhenNekeiiMr 
was stirred up to build the wall of Jerusalem amidst the acoib-and 
opposition of enemies on every side* yet, in prayety watdang^ and' 
Working, he and his. brethren wrought with one hand, aguardintlM' 
other, and this confidence .of fiEuth in their hearts, ^ Our God dMKt* 
fi^ht for U8«v — .Neh. iv.- 30^ Thuaanimated they, laboured tilt. tto- 
work was finished. 

Thua the beloved brethren of Jesus are called to be ^stHbit^ 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord ;" bctegcoa-«> 
fident tjiat the Lord fights ^or them^ and ^ knowing- asauitdlf tluit 
their labour is not in vain in the Lord.'' The labour of tovr it' 
pleasant, it is. profitable to the believing heart; the #oik of ftitK jtf - 
deUghtfiil to the aoul while it exerdsea the patience of hope*'; Most'' 
reviving consideration! we serve not a hard taidc-master ; :We labour 
not for a rigorous, severe Loid; we obey not fnmi bane, niereenarf 
pi^oiples* No; every command of Jesus is in love ; every woHl irb • 
do in his name is from love to spiritual good as well as 'to Mft' ^ory t 
we have the fullest assurance that we are <' accepted in the bdofved.'^ 
We are not lefit to doubt of the way of acceptance, nor to do any 
thing to procure it; the truths as it is in Jesus, forlnda aill this; but 
knowing our persons are accepted in Jesus, this is the most enliten* 
ing»- powerful motive not only to do, but also to abound in those things 
with which ,God is well pleased; to study to please God in our walk 
and way, cheerfuUy to lay out ourselves in his service^ unreservedlf 
to give up ourselves wholly to the Lord : O, this is the sweet exer* 
erq^ of faith and love* Shall we pretend*to believe that Jesna la- 
our Saviour and that we are accepted in him, and y^ not labour and 
strive that our works may please him? Not study and endaa!V0ur> as 
assisted by his Spirit, to avdid those things tliaC are contraily to bis 
nature and commands? Alas! this is f<liail> master;" only like Jodi^ 
to give a kiss of hypocrisy, while faith in him and love to him are 
wavting. 

. Thou disciple of Jesus, from that momei^ thou didst enter into the 
rest of Jesus by fiauth, thou artcalled to labour^ that thy mofk» mkj 
please Qod^ .and be accepted of him; and when the heart is whofcr 
with ita Saviour, aiid simply looking to him» need one forbid sudi 
a soul to refrain from the vain pastimes and sinlul gratificationa of i^ 
carpal irorl4? No;, be saith these things, do not please my. Lord^ 
they cannot be acccptaUe to. him, tl^y shall not^enanare me^ Icas« 
not displease my Saviour. ^ We love him because he fii«t4ov€t|' 
OS* "0.- 1 John iv« 1 9. 
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^hulii^smdi I.wiU make all my goodness pass before thee; 
y and I will proclaim the name of, the Lord btfore thee; 
- ^afid will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 
. fjjJ^e^^mercyon whomIwillshetvmerct/....Exod.xxx\\i. 19. 

'ii.cGH^&irAi* reusoiit pridci and unbelief, like a threefold cord, binds 
4te ^jutj-tti^lieff • legal bondage-; each of these mutuallj strengthens 
ttkCk-olbertjand all combipe to oppose the sovereign goodness and 
graiPil clf our Lord. . Instead of believing in, so as to be comforted bf 
fiecHsgiiace djedamtion^from our God} how apt are we to consglt flesh 
and blood ! How prone to reject them, because we cannot reconcile 
tbmK tn.^iur ^rnal reason ! here is the grand source of that damning 
SiQ^r ui^bfbef. , Marvd not, believer, though the pride of thy flesh 
Ti4Ai.:>and.itb^ against distinguishing grace ahd discriminating love« 
^is9 jtbough sweet teethe experience of faith, is bitter to the sto- 
niftch^gf f^>eUious nature: but here is thy mercy; grace, which is 
soTet^dgniii its nature, is saving in its. operations; all must be re« 
solvedinto this humbling agknowledgment, ^I, a poor sinner, who 
c^^Id neither will nor run the way of salvation ; the Lord wills to 
shQw:.JiU9 his goodness, to proclaim his name, to bestow his grace, 
ai|d comfort me with his mercy in Christ Jesus, to the salvation of 
my .pr^tious soul." . ^ 

-Thus the. Lord speaks in love ; let all his children hear in faith, 
r^Qic€|,ajDd be^humbled^ Where, O soul, canst thou fix thy foot, 
but t))^ staodest upon the ground of -free grace ? Hast thou faith I 
It:is of grace* . Dost thou find pardon of sin and omsolation of heart 
in ^iUinst Jesus,? It is of grace* Dost thou '4ove God? It is because 
he bfita first loved thee*" Dost thou hate sin as contrary to -God's 
glory and thy soul's peace ? What astonishing grace is this I Con- 
niipx it.<m tl>y knees ; reflect on it with meltings of soul* Why 
shpuldsl thpu be singed out by the power of the word, marked by 
the grf^ 9f Uie 3pirit fpr salvation, when many hundreds perish 
ev^rla^tingjiy ?' Why are thine eye^ opened amidst a throng of blind 
siDpisr/l ? > Wby art thou watered, like Gideon's fleece, while others 
are ^rf^l~: Wa& thy nature better, thy desires holier ? What condi- 
tions hadst thou performed to procure this? Grace has taught thy 
soirf otherwise Uia« so to think ; all must be resolved into this souK 
humUing, God-exaHing truth, ^I will be gracious to whom I will 
be^graoious*" Here is an inexhaustible source of comfort ; this anever- 
fiulii^ motive to love and obedience ; that grace and mercy which 
God^owes to no one unner on earth, he has freely given to thee ; 
it is^tlLy privilege to i^ice in it, thy duty to confess it, and to lie in 
the dust and be humble* *' If by grace, it is no more of works*'****^ 
RQn«xi*»4t» 
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TTiis same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaveUp 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go int^ 
heaven.,.. Acts i. 11. 

The parting of dear friends is very grievous and affecting; hat 
sorrow is alleviated from expectation of meeting again* O tlie.joy 
of meeting our dear friends in glory, who are gone before ! tmt 
what will heighten all, will be sight and enjjayment of 9iir beat 
friend and dearest Saviour* The disciples were looking stedfiistly t^ 
heaven^ after their dear master ascended to glory, when they reeeir« 
ed this assurance : they saw his human form, the same dear mao^ 
their beloved companion with whom they had so often ^t and drank 
and taken sweet counsel, and who was lately crucifiedi deadf and 
buried ; this very man Jesus they saw ascend ; the Son of God camo 
from heaven in Spirit; he assumed a body of flesh and blooid; he 
lived in it on earth ; and having <^ finished the wori^ his Father gave^ 
him to do, he took the same bckly with him to glory: thio'tame 
JesQs shall so come again in like manner." Every eye shall ace htm 
in the last day in his human form* 

Thus in all the transactions of Jesus- by fidth, we^'beh<M the 
MAN." View him in his birth, an outcast babe in poverty; m 
advanced years of life, '^a man of sorrows and acquainted with grioQ 
despised and rejected of men :" in death he died as another man | 
vea, an accursed death, as a malefactor; in his resurrection an4 
ascension with a human body like our own ; such l^as thy SaviouTi 
believer, a man ^Mike unto thyself in all things, but without sin ;** 
and having perfectly expiated and atoned for all our sins, he is now 
at the right hand of God, the glorified man, still in human form 
pleading our cause* ^' And he is able to save them to the uttermost 
who come unto God by him, seeing he ever lives to make inter^ 
ces8ion."****Heb. vii. 25. God is in Christ ; thou canst not come to 
the Deity but through the humanity of Jesus :• mind that* Whocan tdl 
the uttermost of Jesus' salvation ^ It is unto all manner of perfectk»i 
both of soul and body. How sweet and encouraging Is this to fidthf 
that our Saviour, our brother, our friend, is in our nature before the 
throne ! ^He ever lives ; he is able to save*'' And canst thou ever 
doubt of his love and willingness ? O, remember Calvary ! think of 
his agony and blood-shedding there* And canst thou want a pro<^ of 
his love, poor sinner ? If thou, whilst an enemy, wast redeemed and 
reconciled to God by his blood, how much more, being rtoonciled 
shalt thou be saved by his life ! It is thy happinesi to be ever look* 
ing upon and unto Jesus as the man and Mediator by whom thou 
comest to God ; be looking for him .to se'e him in his gloxiSod form* 
^^Ue shall come again in like manner,^' ^' to be glorified iff htasainta 
and to be admired in all them who believe*"****2 Thess* u 10. 
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Draw nigh to Godj and he tvill draw nigh to you...^ 
James iv. 8. 

How sweetly is the cbildfell's duty and the father's promise 
joined together! The latter is a most powerful encoui*agement to the 
ickmtt\ though \re were ^sometimes afer of, yet being made nigh 
6]|r the blood of Jesus,*' we are exhorted to draw nigh to God itt 
prayer, in ftill assurance of faith*, firmly believing that <* faithful ia 
feVhohath promised," he will draw nigh to us to bless us* To 
five liear God is our heaven below; to experience a distance from 
hini is our misery; we cannot draw nigh to God but in the way he 
l^si drawn nigh to lis, that is in Christ, in the humanity of Jesus his 
Sdn; in all our approaches to God, consider this, Jesus is the object 
4f'6urfidth, and Cod ivhim; all other objects drawn nigh to, Urill 
feaYe the soul in a painful sensife of distance from the true God and 
real comfort. Happy, only happy canst thou be, while thou art 
daily living in close communion and near fellowship with thy God 
and Saviour. While the terrors of the law drive legal spirits \4 
duty to fulfil terms of peace arid conditions of Acceptances evangelical 
promises ever sweetly constrain and encourage to "every duty thoso 
who "are not under the law, but under grace." To live in neglect 
of dut duty and God's ordinances, is devilish licentiousness ; but to 
be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord, is true christian liberty 2 here 
is dutf mercy, we have a sure way of access ; by Jesus we draw ntgh^ 
in him God and man meet ; the holy Spirit is our strength, ^^ praying 
in the Holy' Ghost." As it is the ofBce of Christ to intercede fo» 
us, ISO the Holy Ghost intercedes in us; as an advocate within, he 
fables us to plead in faith what Jesus is to us, what he hath done fi>r 
fis; so we speak with confidence to our dear Father: he helps in 
ptvf&ti as a nurse helpeth a little child that is unable to go of itself^ 
or as a weak decrepit persoh is upheld by the arm. 

Hereis bur encouragement, the word of promise, "God will draw 
tngh toyoii;" This, O soUl, is thy happiness below, thy heaven on 
earth, to have access to the God of mercies, and the Father of all 
(consolations draw nigh to tliee; thou sweetly findest it so; not 
in^reljr to draw nigh to duty, but to God in duty; to find and feel 
the special presence and blessing of the Lord ; without this, loving 
hearts cannot be satisfied; communion and fellowship with Gody 
findfng nearness of spirit, delightful intercourse, having to do with 
God> lend receiving inward peace and love from him ; O, this is the 
^lory df the life of faith on Jesiis! and this draws uis away from, ^ttd 
makes us dead to all things beside. When God and Christ and 
heaven li iirithin, all without becomes truly mean and desiHcid>le ill 
comparison. "It is good for me/' saith Asaph^ "to draw neisr to 
6bd.".:MP8alm Ixxiii. ^8. 



.* 
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/ am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I the; yet not 7, 

but Christ liveth in me : and the life which now I live in the 

Jleshj I live by the faith of the San of God, who loved me, 

' and gave himself for me... .Gal. ii. 20. 

The state of a christiaD is a seeming paradox* No mairel the 
things of God are foolishness to natural men, aUd that we are 
accounted fools for Christ by them; for the truths of God^ aswellas 
the life of his children, appear to be absurd to them* But ^the life 
of Jesus is made manifest in our flesh«''**-3 Cor* ir* 1 1* Hence he 
saith, ^If anjr man will come after me, let him deny himsdi^"— • 
Matt* xYi* 24* Deny the phidz of his own righteousness^ the cor- 
nipt LvsTs of his sinful flesh, and own me as his life^ and feHow me 
as his Lord in the regeneration ; in this crucifixion of nature, thb 
death to erery hope but Jesus^ this life of faith on him, connsts the 
peace, lore, holiness, and joy of our souls; this springs from lore, 
excites to lore, and is nourished by lore; so we enjoy hcaren below* 
Thus is hearen abore insured to us* 

Blessed life! happy belierer! to feel Christ liring in thee, to fire 
<m him by faith* Enry you, ye sons of folly and vanity i we do not; 
jom with you in your carnal delights we cannot; joys infinitely 
superior are ours; jnty you, indeed we do; nor with you, ye sons of 
the bond-woman, can we lire on our woriu and duties, derire life 
from terms we fulfil, and conditions we perform; as if for so much 
work we earn so nwch wages: our God owes us nothing; yet he 
gave his Son fi'eely, ^that we might lire through him*'* The 
beloved Son of God himself is our life, our all; though wretchedf 
guilty, damnable creatures by nature and practice, yet astonishing 
grace! ^beloved us, and gave himself for us.** Of thb we are bold 
and confident; this truth bears the divine impress; the Lord bath 
confirmed it with an oath ; here to admit the least doubt is base and 
unreasonable: the life of faith springs from truth itself^ and is as 
contrary to doubting as it is to sensuality ; yet, while in the flesh, it 
will be opposed by both* But is every believer in Jesus assured widi 
Paul, ^ Christ loved me, and gave himself for me V No : though this 
knowledge is essential to the comfort of our souls, yet not to the 
being of feith in the heart, nor is it the object of fiuth; yet it is the 
joyful pririlege of every believer, and as such is earnestly to beoovetedf 
and all diligence given to attain it; we are loved with the same love, 
saved by the same truth, the same faith given us by the same Spirit 
which Paul had, and to the same end to make us holy and happy; 
and the comforter, who testifies, of Jesus in the word, will sooner or 
later also bear witness to the heart, and fill the soul with the fruitt 
of fiuth and the joy of assurance; every &ithful, abiding soul in the 
Lamb shall rejmce to say, ^ The Spirit itself beareth witness with 
my spirit, that I am a child of God*"****Rom* riii* 16* 
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TKeri began he to curse and to swear y laying,' I know not 
tHe"man.:..Mait. xkvi. 74. 

Self-righteous hearts arc ready to think) better to have con- 
cealed Peter's abominable wicked conduct* No; the Spirit of 
wisdom hereby stains tfie glory of all flesh, and exalts the super- 
dbbunding riches of Jesus' grace over the abounding^ of sin. He 
flih^wS) m Peter's denying his loving Saviour, what human natut'e 
18} and \yhat shocking depths of sin a believer may fall into when left 
to the workings of carnal nature and the buffetings of satan. Dread- 
ful to think of ! Most earnestly to be prayed against ! Yet we see the 
afTectionate heart of Jesus is ever towards his wounded, fallea mem- 
bers. Love is within, and by a look of love, how suddenly, how 
effectually did Jesus raise and restore Peter ! Three denials of Jesus, 
each attended with higher aggravations, though deserving only a look 
of wrath, and a frown into hell ; yet were followed with a look from 
Jesus which brake Peter's heart into affection, and melted his veyy 
soul into love. Amazing grace ! Astonishing kindness ! Let no dis- 
ciple think, I am not in danger of falling, after the like example of 
unbelief; for every one is. 

If any poor lamb of Jesus' flock is fallen, and has been worried and 
torn by the wolf, let him not say that his loving shepherd has cast 
him off for ever, and has no more care for him or love to him. 
What! will the true shepherd who gave his life for the sheep, who 
bought every one of them with his own blood, will he suffer the 
enemy to rob ' him of his property, and destroy any one of his 
purchased ones ? No, verily, this can never be while Jesus is mighty 
to save. That can never come to pass till Jesus ceaseth to love, 
and he can as soon cease to exist; for Jesus is God, and ^ God is 
iovE....l John iv. 16. O, how ofl are our poor souls hurt and 
wounded! though not in denying Jesus to a fellow-creature with 
baths and curses, yet too oft are we ashamed to confess his dear 
person, his precious cause, his despised cross. Yea, and when we 
entertain unloving thoughts of our Saviour, from the working of 
unbelief in the heart, this naturally tends to deny Jesus in his office 
and character ; leads to depreciate and think too meanly of his salva- 
tion, his blood, righteousness, intercession, and faithfulness to his 
people. Hence we encourage guilty fears, our views of his love get 
clouded, a sense of it in the heart erows cold, and the influence of 
it on the life is benumbed. Is not this in effect to say, ** I know not 
the man?" Such are the workings of nature and unbelief. O, how 
little do we consider what Christ hath done, and is doing for usi 
We have too mean and contracted views of Jesus at best ; and such 
at times as we are ashamed of, when we are enabled clearly to. view 
" Christ in US our h9pe of glory. "....Col. i. 27. . .. y 

Vol. I. Pp 
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Remember loot's wife.... Luke \vi\. 32. 

It may do a disciple much good, it can do him no harm, to 
call to mind the judgments of his God. Henc^ he may learn from 
others' harm to be more wise and wary. If he sees professora fidl 
away, it teaches him to take heed ; it tends to lay him low in humilitjr 
at the feet of Jesus, and excites gratitude and love in his heart, and 
makes him cry out in astonishment, Why am I not fallen! How am 
I kept! " Glory to grace !" It is well, O believer, ever to rtbmember 
thou standest by faith ; << Be not high minded, but fear.*' O, fear to 
look back with a wishful eye, or a lusting heart, to the sinful vanities 
of a carnal world. Remember Ix>t's wife. What of her? She 
loitered ; she did not keep up with her husband ; she was behind bim. 
So, soul ; if thou dost loiter, and not keep close with Jesus thy 
husband, thou wilt be in danger. <^ She looked back from behind 
him." Here was an act of folly, unbelief, and disobedience : fiilly, 
in thinking, as she was behind Lot, he could not see her look back* 
Unbelief, in not stedfastly crediting God's word. Disobedience, in 
looking back to Sodom, contrary to his word, instead of looking for* 
ward, and up to the Lord. O soul, forget not Jesus sees the looks 
of thy heart if they are to this perishing world. He sees the unbe- 
lief of thy heart, if thou forgetest him, and lookest to any thing but 
him for happiness. He will punish disobedience to his voice, ^ follow 
me." '<She became a pillar of 8alt«".«..Gen. xix. 26. A lasting 
monument of God's judgment. Though we never see tliis pillar Xrf* 
salt, yet we may see sueh every day. How many seem to tnm their 
backs upon the world, and escape to Jesus, but their eyes look again 
to it. Looking begets longing; their feet are again entangled in 
its snaros, their hearts bewitched with its smiles, they are hugged 
to death in the world's embraces, and become as a pillar of salt: a 
monument of God's judgment upon their conduct. It is supposed 
Lot's wife retained her natural shape in this. pillar: so ia sUcb 
professors there is all the appearance of the form of religion kept up; 
but the heart, the spirit, the life and power of it, are entirely extinct 
in their souls. Their very hearts are given up to the worlds and are 
as cold and as dead to God as Lot's wife, when she became a pillar 
of salt, was to the things of this life. The eye is a great inlet to 
temptation. Saints have woefully experienced this ! David did. He 
saw ; then he longed after enjoyment. O believer, Jesus is thf object. 
Here looking may beget love and longing, without danger of hmt*; 
yea, with the greatest certainty of good to thy^ soul. Ever look to 
Jesus, remember him; so wilt thou, with Paul, ^forget the thtqgs 
that are behind, and press toward the mark of the prize of thy higli 
eallmg in HIM. Thou hast escaped for thy life." It is the comnMOid 
of thy God, m love to thy soul, <^Look not behind diee.'' 
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'How can ye believe which receive Jionor mie of another y and 
. scjcknot the honor thatcomethfromGodonly?...JohnyA4:. 

<< The fear of man bringeth a 8nare/'....Proy. xxix. 35. It is a 
{Xcat enemy to the power of faith in the heart. The esteem of meni 
to be well spoken of, to have honor and applause from them, are 
pleasing to the flesh, but hurtful to the Spirit. The wisdom and 
kaming of natural men, are contrary to the simplicity that is in 
Chlist^ incotmpatible with the cross of Christ, and withstands an 
^peli confession of him who is an honor to us ; for by the £aith of 
Jesus we are honored of the Father to be his children, and to enjoy 
tweetr fellowship and communion with him in our spirits* 
* Here is the blessedness of the faith of disciples ; << It standeth not 
in the wisdom of man, but in the power of God*"**** 1 Cor. ii. 5. 
Hence we are to ^ call no man Rabbi, for one is our master, even 
Jeavs." We are to suffer no man to lord it over our faith ; not to pin 
our £Mtht>n any man's sleeve ; merely to believe what any man saysy 
be he ever 90 wise and leaiDed. Some are fond of being at the head 
of a party ; others love to humour them, and become tails and tools 
ttf them; and their poor hearts are hereby sadly rent and torn, by 
^i^utes and divisions which so much abound* But have we not 
the plain, simple teachings of our blessed prophet to look to ? O9 
how often do disciples of Jesus give honor to men, in expecting that 
teaching and that comfort from them which cometh from God only ! 
Too oft is it the cry, I will hear what such a one saith, what this and 
the other teacheth, instead of ^< I will hear what the Lord God will 
speak,- ' what he hath taught in his word. I will abide by that only. 
This honor cometh from God only, to speak peace by Jesus Christ 
outwardly in his word, and inwardly by his Spirit : therefore we are 
to search the word diligently, wait for the Spirit patiently, treasure 
4ip and ponder upon the sayings of Jesus in our hearts continually. 
This is to honor him whom the Father honors, to be the prophet of 
his church. Believers have an '< unction from the Holy One that 
teacheth them all things.". *«.l John ii. 20. Surely they ought not to 
hear those who know not the truth ! ^' Them that honor me, I will 
honor," saith the Lord....l Sam. ii. 30. Jehovah commands us. 
*^ Hear my beloved Son."....Mark ix. 7. In the face of all opposi- 
tion to believe the word, the promises, and the oath of the Lord 
concerning fyll and free salvation by his Son Jesus only, this is the 
Jionor the Lord requires from his children : and this obedience of 
£Biith, God will honor with inward peace, and the witness of his 
Spirit; with a life of love, and the sanctifying renewings of the 
Holy Ghost from day to day. Sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts. ^ Cease ye from man^ whose breath is in his nostrils."...* 
Isa. u. 22. 



31« OCTOBER 2i. 

Knowing, that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the 
inheritance : for ye serve the Lord Christ. ...CoL iii. ^4. 

Saving knowledge is accompanied with humility, productive of 
love to Jesus, and delight in his service. To desire to Itnow more 
of the truth, in order to gain greater measures of love, and rafbre 
cheerful conformity to him, this is praise-worthy. "For whoso 
looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he 
being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the word, this man shall 
be blessed in his deed.".... James i. 25. Christian, thou art not called 
to dream over dry disquisitions and subtle refinements, merely to 
fill thy brain with nice speculations ; but to have thy heart warmed 
with love, thy practice influenced to obedience, as well as thy judg- 
ment established in truth. Remember thy calling, study thy reward, 
glory in being a servant of Jesus ; his work is pleaisant, his service 
perfect freedom, his wages infinitely g^eat, rewatrd in thy woilc, 
reward for thy Work, and an eternal inheritance when thy short day's 
work is ended ; and all of the rich favor and free grace of the Lord 
Christ. 

■ Shall the pleasures of sin, which are but for a season, the vile 
drudgery of satan, which is miserable bondage, the alltiring" smiles 
of a perishing w6rld ; shall these be placed in competition with the 
Service of Jesus? " Knowing that we serve the Lord Christ." O, 
how does this sweeten duty, and make every path delightful ! Canst 
ihou hesitate oile moment, when the question is, choose you this 
day whom you will serve, Christ or satan? No, verily ttiou canst 
not, if so be thou hast tasted of the infinitely rich grace of the eter- 
hally precious Christ. Hath he bought us with his blood ? Redeem- 
ed us to God? Wrought out a righteousness to clothe and adorn us, 
fend prepared mansions in heaven to receive us ? And shall our con- 
duct be contrary to our profession ? Our practice not conformable to 
our judgment? Or our walk inconsistent with our feith ? Where then 
is the proof that we serve the Lord Christ ? What evidence that we 
know the Lord is interested in, or may expect the reward of his 
inheritance ? We may well cry out. Woe to our wretched, sinful 
nature, which is contrary to Jesus, and is ever opposing his truth, 
ways, and love ! Shame to us, we love him no more, nor serve him 
no better! Blessed be Jesus for the gift of his Spirit. O, that 
through his sanctifying and sin-mortifying operations, we may be in 
love, wholly devoted to his service, who in mercy wholly devoted 
' himself for our salvation ! 

How strong thine arm is, mighty Lord! He has done more than Moses did. 
Who vrould not fear thy name I Our Prophet and our King^ 

Jesus, how sweet thy graces are! From bonds of hell he freed oiir sotilf. 

We love and serve the Lamb. Taught us to love and sing. 



OCTOBER 27^ 3J3, 

The' law was given by Moses , but grace and truth came bj^ 
Jesus Christ... John i. 17. 

It is natural to us all to say of the moral law, as the king of 
Israel said of that faithful prophet of the Lord, Micah, '^ I hate himj 
for. he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil*"*... 1 Kingt 
xxii. 8. It is true, that the holy, spiritual law of God can yield no 
comfort, hope, or peace to any poor sinner of mankind. Yet the 
believer in Jesus cannot hate the moral law ; it is a transcript of his 
Father's mind and will; it is God's good gift; it answers very valua- 
ble ends and purposes to the souls of his children. We know sin by 
the law, as we know Christ by the gospel: though the law was 
given by Moses, a meek prophet, yet it is full of fiery wrath, mini- 
sters' condemnation, and denounces curses, yea eternal death and 
damnation to every transgressor. Yet why, O soul, shouldst thou 
hate, the law ? That is not the cause of all these evils ; but thy sins^ 
thy violations of its holy, just, and righteous precepts* Here fix thy 
liatred; here it is just. Believer, the law is thy friend; it she.ws 
thee thy duty ; it cuts thee off from all legal hopes ; it razes every false 
foundation, every expectation from thy own righteousness* The 
trumpet sounds its alarm louder and louder; the voice of words is 
ahriller and shriller : and it will ever be terrible in its sound to thy 
conscience, except thou art under the grace and truth which came 
by Jesus Christ* 

. . Here, O behold and admire the transcendent excellence of Jesuf 
FULL 0F«RACE AND TRUTH* Grace, evcn the free favor of God to 
sinners, came by Jesus Christ. Truth, in every accomplishment 
of the ceremonial, in perfect fulfilment of every righteous demand 
which t|ie moral law could exact. Here is thy wisdom, to oppose 
the life and death of Jesus to every righteous demand, to every 
-terrible threatening, and every dreadful curse of the law* As he is 
thy husband ; all debts, dues, and demands he for ever satisfied* 
.Jesus came "not to destroy the law, but to fulfil it. "...•Matt. v. 17t 
.Says the immortal Hervey, "Jesus is the author of our faith, and 
the former of our graces. In his unpolluted life we see the path, 
in his meritorious death the price, and in his triumphant resurrection 
the proof of bliss and immortality. If we offend, and fall seven 
times a day, he is the Lord our peace ; if we are depraved, and our 
best deeds unworthy, he is the Lord our righteousness. If w^ 
are brutish in heavenly knowledge, he is the Lord our wisdom, his 
word dispels the shades, his Spirit scatters the intellectual gloomy 
his eye looks our darkness into day* In short we are nothing, and 
Christ is all. Worse than defective in ourselves, we are complete 
IN HIM* We act by strength, ai>d glpry in a righteousness not our 
own*" 



$\4 OCTOBEk «; 

If children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint^heirs tvith 
Christ. ...Rom. viii. 17. 

If a child, from a spirit of untowardness, nms into and rofls 
itself in the dirt, would not that parent be a monster of barinritf 
who, instead of cleansing it from its filth, should dash oat its brans? 
Yet there are those who dare assert such to be the conduct ci God 
towards his children in Christ. For they say, though a man be a 
child of God, by faith in Christ Jesus, yet he may so fall into sin^ 
that God may consign him eternally to hell for it; but,' like Pault 
such speak ^^ ignorantly, and in unbelief.'* While we wish them to 
be taught better; from such miserable teachers, and such felse doc*- 
trine, we pray ^ Good Lord deliver us." What! Can any of God'» 
children be in such a filthy, polluted condition, that he has not wisdom 
enough to know them? Is there not lore and power enough in his 
Spirit to lead them to the fountain of Christ's blood, that they maf 
#ash and be clean? Or has not the blood of Jesus virtue enoagb ^to 
cleanse them from all sin?" It is plsun, such notions come from 
the father of lies; for they deny the reign of grace, and flatly con- 
tradict the glorious truth here asserted. 

First, ^ If children," how come any sinners, who are by nature 
children of wrath, to be children of God? ^^ God predestinated them 
onto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himseli^" hic—— 
Eph. i. 5> They are begotten and bom into this state by the Sjurit 
oTadoption, and by fiiith in Jesus ; they enjoy the knowledge and 
comfort of it. Secondly, ^' Then heirs" to an immortal inheritance 
bf free gift by free grace. Thirdly, " Heji*s of God." Marrelloas 
tflsertionl Legality stand off! Unbelief avaunt! O, we can ncrer 
reach the height, fathoih the depth, measure the length, comprehend 
the breadth of our heirship* In one word, we are heirs to all that 
Cod is in himself ; has engaged himself to do, to make us wise and 
happy in time and to all eternity. Is God our portion, then take 
thy pen, O every child of God, and thou, my soul, and write ali. 
ruivos ARE OCRS....I caTOiot enlarge; enumerate them at thy pl< 
iure, dwell on them with joy that gratitude may fill thy soul, and 
dte love and praise to thy God. Fourthly, ^ Joint heirs with Christ/^ 
O soul, if thou art one with Christ by faith, thou art one with him 
as co-heir to all that his Father and thy Father has to bestow ; an 
heir of all things in God, in earth, in heaven. O believer, what 
blessed reasoning is here ! What glorious inheritance art thou bom 
tot Bom ag^n to possess by faith now; hereafter in full sense and 
fruition in heaven. As well might satan deny the certain perseve* 
ranee of the Son of God ; as soon pluck one of his glorified members 
out of glory, as to attempt to deprive any one heir of God of the 
full enjoyment of his heav^^nly inheritance. 



OCTOBER 3§. tlB 

Master y cares t thou fwt that we perish?.... Mark iv. 38. 

Saints in all ages have experienced, that their extremity of 
distress has been God's opportunity to deliver ; so these disciples 
found it ; they were in the most imminent danger and in the great* 
est fears and distresses* Their vehement address to Jesus bespeaks 
it. ^' Jesus was asleep*" We believe in our Saviour, as a man like 
unto ourselves: we adore him as the sovereign Lord whose ^^eyes 
i^re over the righteous, and his ears are ever open to their prayers.****^ 
I Pet* iii* 12* Of this we have the clearest evidence^ the fullest 
proof* Jesus awakes as a man, and with the power and sovereignt)!^ 
of Jehovah he rebukes the boisterous wind, and says to the raging 
waves, '^ Peace, be still ;" and instantly all nature obeys its Creator ; ^ 
iJl is hushed into a profound calm* 

. While others are pleased with the feats of a Caesar, or the con- 
quests of an Alexander, it is our delight to meditate upon the won<» 
derful works of our God-man and blessed Saviour* Transporting ta 
know this awful God is ours, our Jesus, and our friend I But art 
thou not ready, O believer, sometimes to say, ^^ My Lord hath for- 
saken, and my God hath forgotten me !" It seems as though he 
cares not; even though I perish* I am in the wide ocean of diffi- 
culty and distress* Corruptions rage, temptations assault, the fiery 
darts of the enemy fly thick around me ; I groan under the sense of 
St hard heart and an absent God. Hear the voice of thy Lord, *^0 
thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted : for a small 
moment have I forsaken thee, but with great mercies will I gather 
ihee*"****Isa. Hv* 7, 11* Judge not of God's love by thy sense and' 
feeling, but by his word and truth, the stability of his promises, and 
the security of his oath* He may be battering down thy life of sense 
to make thee strong in faith, strong- in the Lord, and in the power 
of iiis might* These disciples, though in a terrible storm, were 
safe, because Jesus was in the ship, though asleep ; so is evei^ 
disciple where Jesus dwells in the heart by faith* The affections of 
God's love never cease, though storms surround us, and the sense 
and comfort of love may seem to us as it were asleep ; and as with 
these disciples, so shall it be with thee, O christian ; thou shalt 
find thy loving Saviour ever near to hear, and ever almighty to deliver 
thee ; God's mon^ent is thy mercy ; in the deeps of distress are 
Cod'S wonders known* *^In the moment of the Lord, Jehovah-, 
jirah (the Lord will provide) it shall be seen." What saith the 
Lord? ^^Call upon me in time of trouble, and I will deliver thee». 
and thou shalt glorify me." It is the joy of faith to reply, "Thou 
shalt compass me about with s<Migs of deliverance4"«**.Psalm xxxii* /• 



316 OCTOBER 30. 

Goy tell his disciples and Peter ^ that he goeth befn^ydu 
into Galilee: there shall ye see him. ...Mark xvi. 7. 

How difierent is the gospel from the law ; one is the voice of 
condemnation, terror, and wrath; the other speaks nothing hut 
grace, peace, and love. God's children only murmured for water 
in the wilderness, and even the meek Moses is in wrath with them, 
and calls them rebels. Here, though the poor disciples had acted 
most base and ungrateful to their loving Saviour ; for they added sor- 
row to his distress, when they all forsook him and fled, and Peter 
above, all the rest ; for as though Jesus was the most abandoned 
ivretch, Peter with oaths and curses denied that he even knew liim* 
What could they expect, but that the first message from their Liord 
should be full of upbraiding ? Was it, Go tell those apostate rebxls 
I am risen from the dead, they shall receive their just deserts ; ven- 
geance is mine, I will repay them ? No : be astonished, O heavens! 
Hear, wonder, and love, O ye backsliding children : devils are not 
permitted to terrify, but angels commissioned to comfort tl^em* 
-Tell his disciples, amazing ! Disciples still I How unworthy of the 
very name ! Yet more, lest this message should prove a dagger to 
poor Peter's heart, lest he should write bitter things against himsei^ 
V I am no disciple ; tliough all the rest forsook and fled from Jesus 
yet not one of them sinned with so high a hand as me. 1 not only 
forsook him, fled from him, but denied him, denied him with oaths, 
citrsed and swore most bitterly that I did not know him. Ah ! woe 
is me: the Lord told me satan had desired to have me, so it must 
be." No, no, Peter, " whom thy Lord loves, he loves to the end ;'• 
he hates putting away ; his loving heart cannot bear it. Not alj that 
sin or hell can say can turn his heart, his love away. Peter is included 
in the commission of comfort, byname. Did Peter sin above the 
rest ? Yet grace super-abounds ; therefore behold, he is particularized 
above the rest by name. " He goeth before you to Galilee, there shall 
ye see him." O, but for this comfortable message, poor Peter would 
have dreaded to meet with and see Jesus. O soul, Jesus is gone be^ 
fore to glory, there shalt thou see him. But for the comfortable 
message our souls have had from him, of his love and salvation, w'c 
might dread the sight of Jesus. But who shall set bounds to thfc 
love of Jesus ? Will any poor trembling disciple say, the Lord hath 
forsaken me, my Lord hath forgotten me ? True thou mayest de* 
serve it ; but thy Lord deals with thee not after that manner \ 
though thou art a sinner, a backsliding sinner, a heH-deserving sin^ 
ner, the chief of sinners, yet still his name is Jesud the Saviour, his 
nature is love ; and it is the joy of his he^^rt and the work of his life 
•> to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeinj^ 
he erer liveth to make intercessicm for them."....Heb. vii. 25. 
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Jf the Son ther^are shall make yw free^ ye shall be free 
indeed... John viiu 36. 

OvB moat ^oriom Mnrereign Lord and Kinf i Jetiuh like some 
nigktf oaoqiieror whose ti^jecta hare been taken capknre hf an 
«niem7» delhere them £pom their captivity, sets them at liberty from 
the dominion and tyrannyof their enemiea, and restorea them to ail 
4he rights and priTileget of hit kingdom and goYemment* ' Alas! ia 
what a deplorable state doth our great deliverer find our aoulai taken 
ca|ytive by the devil at hia pleasurei slaves and vassals to his wiU and 
•power, under worse than Egyptian bondage, ^tied and bound with 
the chaina of our sins," bond-slavea to our corrupt lusts and carnal 
passions. 

In this hopeless, helpless, deplorable state, we all continue wi^ 
4Nit power, yea, without will or desire to be set at liberty. Nay, w# 
ire naturally pleased with the drudgery of ttn and satan, in love with 
our bondage, fancying ourselves at liberty, and enjoying the moat 
perfect freedom; but when our mighty deliverer ecmies, he makes 
ws free mdeed: he bursts our bonds asunder, and casts away iht 
"Cords wherewith we were bound. Jesus snatches our souls as a prey 
Aom the mighty, and the lawful captives are delivered* He invests 
ws with the ^freedom of citizens of the New Jerusalem,** and gives 
«a the privilege of adoption, to be the sons of God through fidth v$ 
•Urn* Then are we the Lwd's free-men ; made free from sin, sataa, 
-the law, and death* How great ia Jesus' power! how rich his 
4tyvel how free and sovereign hia grace! it came unmerited and 
ipiaought by us; it is a freed om unbounded in its nature, and the 
ktfppy subjects of it shall find it so in a blissful eternity. But here^ 
4tough fr^ee, made free indeed in our q>irits, yet we shall find bf 
daily experience enemies and opposers to our unintonqited enjoy* 
fesent of it. Sin, though its guih is washed away in Christ's bloody 
and its power destroyed in the soul, wiU yet rage and vrar in our 
enembers. Satan, though like a strong man armed, is overcome 
and cast eut, will often rally his forces and wage war against va^ 
-As Lather says, ^he who hath Christ fior his King and God, lejt 
Idm be Assured he hath the devil for his enemy, who will work him 
mnch scMrrow, and plague him all the days of his life* But let tlus 
he our comfort and great glory, that we poor sinners have the Lord 
ef life and death and of all creatures, clothed with our flesh and 
Uoody sitting on the right hand of God^ ever living, ever praying 
far us, who ever defends and protecta us.' . The law» though i£B 
demands are all fulfilled, and its curse is taken away, though there 
is no. condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesiia; and death, 
though disarmed of its strength and sting through the victory of 
Jesus,- yet the sweet sense and comfortable experience o£ a\V\b\^ v^ 
enjoyed by us only while we "stand f ast m tlkxe Yibw\:j N^Vket^-^V^ 
Christ bath made us free, and arc not entan^\e& mX\i W^ l<^^ ^^ 
ioadagC'^^Gah r. J. Vol. L Q. ^l 



Hi NOVEMBERS. 

We wrestle, f^c..,.Eph. vi. 12. • ^ '< 

It is too common for the children of God, when exercised with 
shaip confiiets of soiil, to write bitter things against thenitifelves. 
But we do well always to remember we af e travellers throng tlit 
territories of an implacable and powerful enemy^ whose malicioiia 
spirit delights in harassing and xlistressing us in every part, soul 
and spirit^ -as well asBesh. That herein we are not alone; it is the 
comAion lot of all the children more or less* Take» my.brethrtiif 
thd prophets and apostles as an example herein* We shalLfind thea 
at times, under severe trials and sore conflicts of spirit* But know^ 
satan our adversary is a conquered foe ; he can go . no farther -thaQ 
our own loving Saviour permits him* Our exercises last «ot on* 
moment longer than our dear Lord seies needful; none of theinahaU 
issue in our destruction but in satan's flight, our soul's deliverance^ 
and our God's glory; and, like every thing else that befalls Us, ^they 
work together for our good*" . * 

Our enemies are spiritual powers, princes, rulers, who for Bum- 
her may be stiled legion. Their nearness to us, and easy access to 
cmr spirits, in a way of striving and strug^ing for the mastery ii 
-order to cast us down, is justly styled wrestling* Here the comr 
batants are closely joined, and grapple with each other* . Our 
greatest danger is from our feet being tript ofl* the ground; whereby 
we may be maimed and bruised by a fall. Happy for ust ve staD4 
by the power of God through, faith* We stand upon this sur^ founda- 
tion, ^^ The Lord knoweth them who are his*" Jesus knows that hhk 
people will be exposed to onsets of the enemy, but no powert aubtiltyi 
ormaUce shall prevail* Says our dear preserver, >^none shall pluck 
them out of my hands :" I as man and Mediator, hold them by love* 
^ My Father is greater than I;" he keeps them ,by his irresastible 
and almighty power*' Yet^ alas! it must be owned, that conflict^ 
for theseason are grievous* To be attacked by a powerful, ipvisiUc 
foe, whose element where he rules, as well as the time.gf battleti 
is always in darkness ; therefore most afflicting to the children of 
light* One blessed end of our trials, is^ to teach us that we should not 
trust in ourselves, but cry to the strong for strengths O, what a 
floulostrengthening, heart^reviving, and spirit-refreshing y<ttce speaks 
from heaven to us ! Hear, O soul, it is the voice of the captain of 
thy salvation* Wast thou ready to think he had left thee to thy own 
Weaxness? Np:^' Fear thou not, for I am with thee. I wil) uphold 
Ihee with the right hand of my righteousne8s."***.Isa. xli.. 10* , 

Jesus the Lord shall guard me safe God is my everlasting aid. 
From ev'ry ill design. And hell shall rage in vaini^ 

And to his heav'nly kingdom take To him be highest glory paid 
ThisiechU soul of mine. And endless praisa^ Amen. 
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foice in the Lard always; and ag^in I say rejoice.... 
PhiL iv. 4. 

' Tas Wiseman saith, ^*He that is of a merry heart hath a con- 
tinual: least«".««»Prov. XV. 1 5. Every believer in Jesus hath a continual 
fault; tlierefore has always reason to be of a merry heart ; when ho 
is nott he lives below his privilege, and forgets the command of his 
kyiring Lord* Though we^ily experience enemies to our spiritual 
joy, yet none can destroy our ground of rejoicing; that is fixed as 
r rock) permanent as the mountains) and standeth fast for ever and 
ever. Paul well knew this by his own experience: ^ As sorrowful^ 
yet always rejoicing/' he describes the christian's motto. Though 
with him thou art daily crying out, ^ O wretched man that I am/' 
according to the flesh ; yet thou hast the same reason aLway s to thank 
Ood: and rejoice in Christ Jesus as Paul had: though in thyself 
cause for mourning and humiliation) yet continual matter of joy 
and rejoicing in the Lord Jesus. 

* Here is the wisdom of a christian, to understand aright, and tg. 
act suitalde to his character; ^ as having nothing in nature, yet 
possessing all things by grace." Being, united to Jesus, in whom 
all iulness' dwells; and ^^ blessed with all spiritual blessings by God 
the Father in him," it is therefore our sweet privilege always to 
rejoice in Christ Jesus. In experience, we find believing views of 
JesUs cause rejoicing in him. In the I^rd ; mind that little word 
IK. The exercise of thy feith is ever to be on thy Lord. All cause 
of spiritual joy is in Jesus r our word is bxlixvs and be joyful* 
If we search the scriptures, which testify of Jesus ; if we dwell much 
in meditation on his person, his offices, his blood, his righteousnesSf 
his intercession, we shall perceive never-failing springs of joy* 
Day by day be looking and praying, O soul, that through the Spirit 
thou mayst see and maintain a comfortable knowledge and settled 
assurance of thy own interest in Jesus, and salvation by him. 0| 
this will cause thee to rejcnce indeed, with joy imspeakable and full 
of glory. So that even though the face, and appearance of outward 
things put on a gloomy countenance to nature and sense, yet shall 
we be like the stedfast prophet: >^ Though the fig-tree shall not 
blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines ; the labour of die oHve 
shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flocks shall be cut 
off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls." What 
then ? Does he hang down his head like a bulrush ? Does joy of 'heart 
forsake him? No, says he, ^^ yet I will rejoice in the Lord,! wilt 
joy in the God of my salvation.".M.Habak. iii. 17, 18. 

Then let our joys abound, IVe're marchings thro' Immsntiel's 

And ev'ry tear be 4ry i Tt fairer worlds on high, [ground^ 



$S0 KOVEMBER S. 

What d^hitprqfilj tkmgh a mm say he ha^ fmth^ 

have not zvorks? Can faith save him f ...James \u 14; 



Mavt of CMd's den* ddldrdi tdre often in' dtMibt and 
lest their faith ihoold not be the feith of G^'« elect ; to WUch 
tion 18 sure* This may arise thxDagh the ireakness of their 
standing in the word d[ troth; and becsose, as fet, fiuth -doth nal 
bring forth the fruits of J07 and iBsoranbe. But sooile^or later tW 
HolyGfaosti in beiicTing^wiU make this matter dear and sadSiBRtarf 
to their hearts* But the soondness and orthedorf of oor fidtb ia 
least of all suspected by us while in a state of natore; finr' we att 
think) are rtrj confident, hate not the least ddubt, we all say ^IMI 
haTc fiudi/' true fidth; but this is a weed which grow^ w9d hi 
nature's field; this is the &ith which Jaiiiesr here speaki^ of, whfob 
all the world rest in who know not the Son of God* AHmen htem 
not fidth, the fiuth of God's elect* If we say we hatt fefth, whsft 
doth it profit if it brings no glory to God, no good to men; itdecfcivef 
the soul who has it« ^ Can faith save him?" O, what lUsputes and 
contentions bath this question raised ! Some have even set St* Jsraei 
at Tariatx:e against St. Paul, as though the fisrmer contended fer sal-* 
▼ation by works, against the latter. ^ Can fidth save him?** A ques» 
tion equal to an assertion. It cannot. The supply of one word here 
puts the matter beyond all dispute. Can strcH a fiuth save him! 
No ; it is impossible. But dost thou, O christian, think tiby faitln 
though accompanied widi good works, can save thee? Verily, no 
more than thy repentance or thy love ; these are alike gifts ctf grace 
by Jesus Christ; given not to rival the Saviour m the heart, nor to 
share with him in the glory of salvation, but to honor him and conn 
fiirt his members. We are not saved Foa fiiiih, but through fidth; 
yet faith is a precious grace of covenant-love; it endears a precious 
Saviour to the heart, and ** works by love." 

But ever know, fiuth doth not procure God's love, obtain his fiivor^ 
make atonement fi>r sins, work out a ri^teousness to jostily, nor 
toerit the power of the Spirit to sanctify; all this is enjoyed in believ- 
ing, bat not procured by fidth. Faith, l&e the Baptist's vcnoe, ctiea 
in the soul* *< Behold the Land> of God." It claims no share in 
fiilfilling terms of peace, or obeying oondidons of salvation. By 
fiuth we honor God's word, look to his everiasting love, rdy on 
Jesus, m6uni over sin, al>hor ourselves, and repent as in dust and 
ashes. Peaccy love, joy, and all inward fitiits, as well as outward 
obedience; a holy walk, firuitfiilness in every good word and work, 
are produced by the Hdy Spirit, htm the life and vigour of fidth. 
How doth it concern us daily to pray, *^ Lord, increase our fidth !"-m 
Luke xvii. 5. 
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thesMtd mthin herself^ If I may but touch his gar* 
mmt, I shall be whole.. ^MatL ix. 21. 
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^iix ca«e of this xx>6r woman ira^ quite desperate. Many 
opeimtiona she had undergone in hopes of a cure ; her money 
UI spent in pnx;uring remedies ;. her disorder grew worse and worse ; 
att human hope and hdp&iled; grim death seemed to approach her 
Wkh ^reat speed. But, strange thought! <'If I may but touch the 
gannent" of that man, surrounded by yonder crowd, I shall certainly 
be healed* Surprising, to think of a cure from a touch ! A touchi 
Bot o£ his person, but his garment ! How can nature- and reason 
Mcount for this? Had she consulted flesh and blood, sure she would 
hkvt concluded, this suggestion is mere £etncy, and will end in delu<r 
mm» Had she consulted eminent physicians or learned doctors in the 
church about her "thoughts, doubtless they would have pronounced 
Jesus a quack, and advised proper remedies to her, as a lunatic. 
But the holy Spirit had inwardly made known Jesus to her. She saw 
ftomewhEt of his glory ; her mind was disposed towards him ; she be* 
lieved in her heart his power to heal her ; she speaks within herself 
her thoughts concerning him ; she came with trembling feet, she 
touched him with a iearfol heart, but she departed with triumph. 
. How secret are the operations of the Spirit, in working faith in the 
hearts of sinners 1 ^' No man can come unto me," saith Jesus, '^ except 
the Father draw him.".«*.Jobn vi. 44. A sight of Christ is of special 
grace* The first thought of help and hope in Je^us for sinners, is 
from ^he word of truth, and by thC: power of the Spirit. The soul 
aeon evidences itself to have ^the &ith of God's elect;" for under a 
fight and sense of its desperate state and ruined condition, it speaks 
within itself of going to Jesus and him OKifTfor pardon and salvation. 
Yet the poor heart is often exercised with aniF; iFldid but believe in 
him, IF I could but touch him, if I did but feel in myself I was healed 
cfif my sin and plague, O how I should rejoice ! Well, though the soul 
IB opposed by a crowd of dif&culties, yet will it not be satisfied till it 
Ureaks through all carnal opposition and. finds peace in Jesus; till it 
liears the voice of its beloved «pe(iking pardon and comfort by his 
word* - When, like Isaiah, the soul cries, ^^ Woe is me, I am un- 
donel" it oanncrt rest, till with him also, alive coal from the altar of 
Jiesus' love is laid upon hi« mouth, and his language is changed ta 
^I am saved by Jesus.' For ^^k), this hath touched thy lips, and thy 
tin is purged*"«*«*Isa« vi* 7*. 

^tUt Lord f how glorious is his face ! For you, the children of my lore, 

How kind his imiles appear ! It was for you I dy*d i 

And oh ! what mehtng words he says Behold nj hands, behold oiy feet. 

To ev'ry hamUe car ! And look onto my side. 



As he xoho hath called you is holy, so be ye holyiititU manner^ 
of conversation... .1 Pet. i. 1 5. . . ■ 

Legal hearts turn eyangeUcal exhortstions into legal torn" 
mands. So children of faith are brought back again from the lanJb 
of promise to the house of bondage* Not. more absurd to exhort ft 
dead corpse to exert itself to perform actions of life in order t&gefc 
life, than to suppose a believer destitute of the life of hdinesay and: 
excite him to holy actions in order to procure it. Zeal for holinotSi. 
\irithout knowledge of the true nature of it, is unscriptural ignorance*- 
Every believer in Jesus is holy* As being a member of the fint- 
Adam, he partakes of the life of sin and the spirit of unhoUness; bnt 
being united to Jesus, Christ is his life* ' He partakes of the Ufe oC 
holiness and the spirit c^ holiness* This is evidenced by the ^oyt»- 
ward holiness of his life* . . - r. 

Therefore exhortations to excite such to a holy conrersationi are 
as necessary as they are frequent* Art thou a child of God^by fiMtll. 
in Christ Jesus? What inestimable h(»ior is thist It should be ^thf* 
daily care and constant concern to walk worthy of this high and 
honorable vocation* It degrades thy birth to stoop to gratify base 
lusts; it demeans thy character to take up in the least ^tb t^ 
slavery of sin and drudgery of satan* It was good advice a heathear 
gave a prince, lest he should learn evil from bad company, >' Always, 
remember thou art a king's son." So ever remember, O christiaDy ; 
thou art ason of the King of kings* Thy Father ta holy; study toir 
bo like him ; aim to resemble him in thy daily walk* This day thoa •; 
wilt be exposed to the snares of sin and temptations to evil ; they 
ever beset thee* Remember thy calling, it is to holiness of- life;* 
think of the end of it, happiness in glory* It sounds as banh in 
one's ears to hear of a wicked christian as to hear of a dark sun* ' 
But beware of making an idol of thy own holiness* We read of 
Pygmalion, who had got an image so lively that he took it for a 
real person, and fell in love with it* This seems to be the case with 
some; they su*e more taken up with, talk more about, and aeem- 
more in love with an image they have made of their ovni hoUnesa 
and perfection, than of the glorious righteousness of Jesus* . Yea» - 
they so esteem their own holiness, that they think it is to efTc^ct fiur 
them more than Christ's righteousness hath, even .secure «nd 'make. - 
effectual their own salvation* Thus the imputed righteonMBnesS' of 
Christ is cashiered out of their faith and. affection, to ixiake way for : 
their pretended holiness. This is the very essence of a Pharisee* -• 
But ^^ being made free from sin (the power of pride within, as well.* 
as of sin without) ye become servants of God, ye have your wwuiT.-. 
unto holiness, and the end everlasting life*"****Rom* vi^22. , ■ - ' 



jtfrfend'fytetk at all times ^ and a brother is h&nifor adr 
versity.,..Prov. xvii. 17. 

" ' Wc have a striking instance 6f ^genuine and «ntnterrupted 
Wendship, which mutually subsisted between David and Jonathan. 
How affecting is that pathetic, mournful, exclamation of Davidy 
when friendship's tweet bands were dissolved in death ! '^ I am dis- 
tressed ior thee, my brother Jonathan ; very pleasant hast thou been 
unto me; thy love tome was wonderful, passing the love of wo- 
TSXR".:J% Sam. i* 36^ Who can read this plaintive note without 
sympathy ? Wisdom*s assertion is literally exemplified in them* 
But thoQgh their love and friendship never abated in the dark scenes 
of adversity, but was alike at all times, yet death put a period to its 
csistence. Natural friendship extends not beyond the confines of 
the grave* But, O disciple, diou hast a friend who ever lives and 
ever loves* The most exalted friendship when compared to hisf 
diminishes in glory, as the light of the brightest star disappears when 
this dvteling glory of the sun shines forth. Is not Jesus 'Hhis 
friend who loveth at all times?" Yea, before time commenced, his 
love existed towards his church. Every member was loved by 
him^ and waes given to him of the Father. When in tinie he saw 
them polluted in their blood, defiled with sin, and loathsome in their 
persons^ yet (O wonderful !) that was the time of love, he passed 
byr hift eye saw, his heart loved, and his lips said, live. Dost 
tho^, O- soult live by faith on the Son of God ? This is the effect of 
love ; this is love known and manifested. But dost thou find daily that 
thon Art a poor sinner? Therefore art thou grieved, and thinkest thou 
8hidtwi!liryouttheloveof thy friend! No; that cannot be, heloveth 
at all dmes ; <' whom he loves, he loves to the end." Jesus is ^' the 
brother born for adversity,*' to comfort in and to support under it* 
Now thou art in an adverse state ; the world, the flesh, and the 
devil are all against thee ; but thy fnend is above, engaged for thee ; 
he is'Stronger than all. Though in dangers oft, always safe. Jesus 
was bom to suffer adversity for his brethren. A friend and a bjother 
makes orie'4 sorrows and sufferings his own. So did Jesus. Our 
vins were his, " he bore them in his own body." " He hath borne 
oar griefs, and carried our sorrows." And hath he loved before 
time? Does he love at all times? Then what shall separate from 
the love of Jesus? Nothing: for 'Mn all things we are more than 
conquerors, through him who loved us. As the power of Jesus is 
equal to his love, death, which parts the dearest friends, and dis- 
solves the sweetest friendship below, shall introduce us to the nearest 
enjoyment of our best friend and dearest brother above; for he says, 
^ Father, I will that they whom thou hast given me> be with me 
irhq« I am."....John. xvii. 24» 



«4 KOVEMBER 7. 

J^e Lord hath laid upom kirn the iniquUy pf u9 atLi. 
Isa. liii. 6. 

• 

HxKB we behold the trtnsactioh of tho glorkmt trinity in the 
€oyenaht of grace. Here is the diiplay of grace in the salTadon ft 
lost unners. Jehovah, the Father, lays or cautet to meet all- the 
inns of his people upon the surety of the covenant the Sofc of hb 
love. Jesuft undertakes to bear them. The Holy Ghost publishes 
this joyful truth unto the children of men ; he works fidth in thsii 
hearts, andliears witness with their sjHritv of salvation hereby* Thul 
the three glorious persons in the Godhead agre^ in one, even in this 
one truth, salvation by Jesus* Happy is the man who believes it 
Faith looks to the purposes of grace, and rests upon the aca^nf^h^ 
ment of covfenant-love. 

When one undertakes to be surety for another, then the debt is 
reckoned to him, and he accepts it^ Thus our deaf Saviour, ooi 
blessed surety stood up for us, engaged in our behalf Our debttf, 
all our iniquities were imputed to him, and l^d up<Hi him, charged 
upon his person; *^he bore them in his own body on the tree*" Ht 
fully satisfied, perfectly atoned divine justice for them* ^ By- the 
one sacrifice of himself he hath taken them all away, made in ^id 
bf sin;" so that justice itself proclaims its own faithfolness to forgive 
sin....l Johni.9. Grace reigns, mercy triumphs, sinners are par* 
doned, believers rejoice. O believer, thou, art blessed of thy Ged 
who is just, therefore doth not^ cannot impute sin unto tlicie* TrUsi 
thou hast committed sins innumerable; but it is as tru0,' they wen 
all laid upon Jesus. True, thou dost commit sin, it Is equally tme 
Christ hath borne them. Thou wilt commit sin, it is p^rlect^ true 
thy Saviour hath atoned fon* tiiem all. Thou hast nothing to ples4 
but guilty in thyself,' but perfectly righteods in Christ. Every diarfe 
the enemy brings from the righteous law against thee is just: owtt 
it ; but ever plead in thine ovm conscience and before the thronet 
'Jesus hath satisfied for all; there is kow noooodemnatioii to msi 
O believer, this is a most precious truth of God. Not thy fiutb, Qql 
thy repentings, not any thing thou canst do; but Jehovidi laidiniquiljf 
upon Christ, this is his sole jM'erogative* Let devils rage agaiBSt it| 
let men oppose it ; yet vrill this truth be found true in its nature, moel 
happy in its consequences to the children of God. Henee flow their 
peace, their holiness, their heaven. Hear their song below: *^Thil 
love of Christ constraineth ut, because we thus judge; that they 
which live, should not henceforth lire unto themselves^ but unto 
him that died for them and rose again*".«..3 Cor. v« 14, i4f*; ■ Hear 
their triumph above: ^Salvadon to our God who sitteth nptm tht 
throne, and unto the Lamb, who hath washed us from our aiiis p 
his OWD Uood«"«M.Rev. i« 5« . 



NOVEMBER 8. Z2S 

"Bfgractare ye saved through faith } and that not ofyouri^ 
selves: it is the gift qfGod....Eph.iuS. 

Slbxi^ is the image of death ; every morning we awake is a kind 
lif new life* In tleep) how insensible of danger! how unable to pre^ 
Vent it ! The Lord*s mercies are renewed every morning ; his watchful 
{MOTidence is our safety* Reflect, O my soul, upon the unmerited 
loteof thy God! Happy for thee, daily to awake and arise from thy 
lied of slumber with the sense of free grace and sovereign love upon 
4hf heart ! Temporal mercica are heightened and improved by a sense 
jof ttinritual and eternal blessings* Disciple, thou livest in a space of 
time in which thou mayest look back upon eternal love, look for-> 
irard to eternal glory, and look upon thyself and see what wonders 
grace has done* Thou art this day called to consider how thou art 
naved* First, in the purpose of thy God, ere thou hadst a beings 
tBverlasting'love which g^ve thee existence, decreed thy salvation* 
Sebondlyi in accomplishment, grace provides a lamb for thy ran* 
ftom.} in the fulness of time, a Savioi^r is bom in human flesh; he 
lived for sinners, died for sin, ^niaide an end of sin/' made reconci- 
4i«ti0h for iniquity, brought in an everlasting righteousness ; his 
^ea^ifing breath proclaimed, salvation wor^ is finished ; but thy 
floor ioul lay in nature's darkness, in the sleep of death, and would 
have skpt on till the arch-mangel's dreadful sound of the trumpet had 
Irakendd thee to everlasting shame and confusion ; but impossible 
tbi« p being saved in love's decree, being redeemed by blood divine, 
'^gvftce challenged thy soul* Therefore, thirdly, .thou art saved in 
«9QJoyment '^ through faith; . called by the word of truth ; quickened 
Jtiy the ^Spirit of gracef Je«us's salvation become the desire of thy 
Mil ; God pivG his Son for thee ; . the Spirit gave faith to thee : hence 
Jesus beicame precious, sin hateful, thyself vile, holiness lovely in 
4aiie eyes and to thy heart; thus sitmers are saved by grace through 
fiuth t they have no hand, no share, no glory at all in this matter ; 
in thebeUeving, abiding views of this grace, this salvation, consist 
«11 omc peace, love, joy, holiness, heaven. Why then, O believer, 
••rt thou not perfectly, uninterruptedly happy and holy ? Verilyi 
lietause thou art still in die flesh ; thy old man is still alive ; nature's 
fwide and«infolness daily resist the glory of grace and the exercise 
of feith } bat in opposition to all, thou art to abide confident in the 
Isefief of the truth, daily study the love of thy God and Saviour; this 
4etids to sink thee in humility ; daily consider thy deserts to be hell, 
aad'adore the riches of sovereign grace ; this will, through the bles^ 
aing of the Spirit, keep thee from boasting in self, and cause thee to 
i;lory in the Lord only* <* Salvaticm is of &ith} th«^t it ijo^ight ])e by 
4frac«."**-Rom*iv If* . . 

Vol. L R r 
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NOVEMBER 9. 



Behold what manner of love Ihe Fatlier hath bestowed upiHt 
uSy thai ice sbeidd be called the sons of God^...\ John iii. 1. 

• 

• If a poor insolvent 4ebtor9 who sees no hope but to end his mise- 
rable Kfe:' in a loathsome gaol, yet is unexpectedly called to hear the 
will of a loving friend, whereby an ample provlsipn is bequeathed 
him, fully to satisfy all his wants, how must this rejoice .his heart! 
How, in theecstacy of his joyful mind, would he be ready to tall upon 
every one around him to behold the delightful testament I This i$ 
but a fahit view t>f the inestimable /iches of glory and honor be* 
queathed to ruined sinners by New Testament love^ ratified and 
sealed by the blood of Jesus. Upon the view of this, how should we 
be filled with wonder, fired with ecstasy, and our transported hearts 
should not keep silence 1 Angels see and admire, ssunts behold . and 
.adore the marvellously great, the inexpressibly glorious, the won- 
derfully discriminating love of the Father of Jesus! amazing to tetf! 
comforting to believe \ transporting to feel ! Love, the love of God 
the Father hath made its way to sinful man ; his love flows througb 
the heait of a crucified Jesus ; his love hath reached my poor heart 
What terms have we fulfilled? What conditions have we performed 
to procure this invaluable blessing ? O, the very question startles the 
truly gracious soul ! It is a concern to his generous heart to hear 
such proud, vain notions taught ; he rejects the thought with abhor- 
rence and criesj ' Pride, thou busy foe, begone.' All, lill is fitely 
given, richly bestowed* 

And am I, vile and imworthy as I am, the called, the real son d 
God, by adoption, through the faith of Jesus? O thou hearenly parfr* 
clete, thou divine sanctifier; influence, daily infliiende my heartf 
my tongue, my life, to glorify my Father, my Saviour, my God ! 
Though I have done nothing to procure this inestimable privilege, 
yet, enjoying this rich grace, love and gratitude demand corres- 
ix)nding fruits, a holy walk, worthy of the vocation wherewith I am 
called. Hence assuredly will spring another evidence of God's chU- 
dren ; therefore, "the world knoweth us not, because it knew hun 
not." Though our dear Saviour " went about doing good," yet eycn 
this could not gain him the approbation and esteem of the world. 
Never let disciples expect to be above their master ; the more we 
follow Jesus and are conformed to him as obedient children, stronger 
evidence shall we have of the world's enmity, and of our Father's 
love ; let us rejoice to fidk>w Jesus, and be glad to imitate him to 
do good, though we suffer evil. 



Behold what wondVous grace 
The Father hath bestow 'd 

On sinners of a mortal race* 
To call them sons of God ! 



'TIS BO surprising thing. 
That we should be unknown ; 

The Jewish world knew not their kisj^ 
God's everlasting Son. 



NOVEMBER 10. 327 

t give unto ihem eternal life; end they shall never perish^ . 
neither shall any pluck them out of my hand.. .John x. 28. 

Thus excellently speaketh the immortal Hervey, " What words 
are these ! And did they come from him who hath ail power in 
heaven and earth? And were they spoken to every unfeigned, though 
feeble follower of the great shepherd? Then omnipotence itself must 
be vanquished before they can be destroyed either by the seduction 
of fraud, or the assault of violence.". The followers of the Lamb 
virant no proof of the divinity of their Lord and Saviour; it is plain 
lirom the word of truth ; they believe it in their hearts. " The gift 
of Gpd is eternal life," saith St. Paul....Hom. vi. 23. "I give my 

t ■ ■ ■ 

sheep eteimal life," saith Jesus; therefore Jesus is both Lord and 
God. To give temporal life is not in the power of a finite being ; he 
wliQ. ^yes eternal life, must be, as our Jesus is, the infinite and 
etenud Jehovah over all, God blessed for evermore. How full of grace 
and glory is this text I What consolation may the children of faith 
draw from it I Here is their mercy; they are in the hands o( their 
lurecious Saviour; hence they are safe and secure. ^^ They shall 
mvEB; perish," saith Jesus, who is the tr.uth. ^^ None shall 
pluck them ,out of my hand," saith he who hath all power in 
heaven. and earth. ^^I ^ve," saith the Saviour, now, at this pre- 
8ent....what^ Grace into their hands, which, if they improve well, 

« ■ 

shall entitle them to glory ? Infinitely more ; nothing less than life, 
spiritual life, eternal Hfe> the lif« of their immortal soul ; this glorious 
g^Ht is enjoyed by &ith. ^' This is life eternal, to know the only 
true. God and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent J'... John xvii. S» 
. Ttius is Christ precious, salvation certain, and eternal life secure 
to every .beiifcving soul ;. but as to the knowledge and enjoyment of 
ttii&life,, in the experience of saints, they often find great ahatemelit& 
of its vigour and comfort. Hence the various, frames they are ex- 
ercised with.- Spiritual life, in its knowledge, comfort and enjoy- 
iBent, is opposed by a life of sense in the christian, and spiritual 
opposition from withia and without him; the devil> the world, * and 
the flesh, strive tp pluck Christ's sheep out of his hands. Corrupt 
teachers give the lie to our Saviour, and say such a thing may be i 
hence the hearts of his shee^ ate distressed ; impossible for any 
c^ Christ's slveep to perish ; if he doth not give eternal life to them 
all^ >then his, truth must fail; the covenaat-oath, promises of the 
Qod of truth, must all be broken; our faith is void, the gospel is of 
no effect ; our comfort and joy arise from our being simple in hearty 
firmly relying upon our Saviour's declaration, living upon his word, 
looking to him, and expecting, without the feast doubt, we shall 
most certainly be '< kept by the power of God through, faith unta 
galvatioQ."^.. 1 Pet. i. 5» . 



NOVEMBER .11.^ 

And he trembling and , asimished said, .Lord, mhattvilA 
thou have me to do?.. ..Jets ix. 6. 

; Sucifr are the effects when toYereign grace reacheth a siniier's 
heart* When the light of truth shines in the consciencey it makes:' 
the stoutest, heart to tremhle* When Jesus. is manifested to the 
sQul) it causes astonishment and creates^love* Transient cottvictions 
of sin often beget horror of conscience, and they ofteii pass avaijr as 
the morning cloud, and -early dew* Such convendons are very com->- 
inon; sinners are frequently turned from one sect and system of 
qpinionsrto another.; yea,: also their lires and practices. may be re* . 
formed, and they may seem to be converted; atd often, wbcMfi«> 
the. least cause, there is the greatest cenidence; eapedaUy, if such 
persons are confirmed in their hopes by great pretensicms to txpt^ 
rience, andean talk much of ecstacies and rapturesy visions and rm&^ 
lationa* which they^suppose came -from God^ while many continiie^ 
poor, trembling, . s^lf>-emptied, and low-abased Amis, they- know 
and feel nothing but sin and helplessness in themselves; jdtftbm wi- 
discovery of the- glory of Jesus and ^e perfection of his^ MvatioB^' 
seek all in him, and expect all from him; but yet they remain' diffi^ 
dent of their state and doubtful of their conversion ; ih^y are exercised' 
with great perplexity of mind at times conpeming- themselves* In 
both cases time only mani&sts the txuth of conversion* Effects- best 
prove their cause* 

' When Christ is revealed to the heart ^ when theaouif by the ey^: 
of faith, ^' sees him who is invisible,'* it is manifested by holy mompH 
ing and godly sorrow- for past conduct, humble hqpe and' ^Mtiptoiis^ 
confidence of salvation: and this excites sprayer to Jesus^for instnie* 
tion^ *> Lord, what wilt thou have nieto doi^' The Mul^lesires-to 
obey his will in truth., and love* The habitoal fhime Of the s^^ 
to Christ, his salvation, his' truths. and commandmentt^^' isastfonget 
evidence of real conversion than all the visions, ecstacies^ borr6r or- 
transports which the passions can yield. So St«"Paurs'aft^ conduofr- 
tp Jesus and his cause, fully proved that'heJiad lek the- power add' 
tasted the sweetness of a Saviour *s Jove* Though every (x>nv^t9ion is- 
not produced in the same extraordinary manner Paul'^ was^ yet the ' 
soul of every believer is turned to 'the very same object, Jesu% foi* 
whole salvation* Thus ^' Jesus, the exalted Prince and- Saviour^" 
gives repentance and -^fwgivness of €ins*> The witness of this 
IS the Holy. Ghost, whom God gives to them who obey him**W 
Acts T.* 31, -^2* » 

f • - •.' .1- . •■ ■•■•.. 

As new -bom babes desire the breast, Kot by tbe terrort of s plsve* . . , 

To feed and grow and thrive • Our sbtiis oiey Christ^ wifl ; ' 

So saints >^ ith joy the gobpel ustc/ BiriSwith the nobliest pow'n we fcrrt^ ' 

And by the gospel live. We love and serve him stilt 



JfOVEMBER It.' 3£l 

Gtt,back again: for what have I done to theef....l'Kingi 
xiXi 20. 

r - r It seems tinarvellous that the simple act of Elijah casting the 
akirts of his mantle upon Elisha, should cause him to leave oxen 
andpiough) parents and habitation, ta run after a stranger* - Doubt- 
Icsa there .is a mystery of the Spirit under the history of the letter; 
th« outirard act of Elijah could not have had this effecty unless the 
ii«ward:pow^r of the strong Lord had accompanied it. So Peter 
might have cast his net and toiled all his days ere he had taken a 
&ih vlth a piece of moneys in its mouth, unless the Lord Jesus had 
rffcNi^^this by his power* 

. Etijfih's passing by Elisha and casting his mantle upon him, and 
the efect that followed, is a striking resemblance of the Lord, strong 
in ^wer and wonderful in grace, passing by. us poor sinners, and 
casting^ bis mantle of love over Us* Call to mipd, disciple ; endea- 
vxMur daily to remember that time of love when thy precious Sayiour 
passed by^ saw thee polluted in thy blood, inmiersed in busy care^ 
when wtxrldly . hopes and carnal detighta eng^rossed thy whole concern ;* 
no eye»' no, not thine own, pitied thy predous immortal soul ; thou 
Heithec saw its misery, nor. feared thy danger. But, saith thy 
Saviour, ^f when I passed by thee and looked upon thee, behold,' 
thy. time .was a time of love.".***Ezek* xvi. 8* Q the mighty charm' 
of di^ne love ! How is the heart attracted and drawn after Jesus, aa' 
EUsha loBlijah* So says the smitten soul to Jesus, ^I will follow 
thee;"' and, like himr its affections are drawn from worldly objects^ 
and acts as the woman of Samai'ia when she found the Messiah ; she* 
ibrgot:Jier terrand, and left her water-pot behind her* 

>*V WhKt miqiner of man is this," said the disciples of Jesus in 
astonishment, ^Hhat even the winds and thesea^ obey him?" Surely 
we mi^vory out in admiration with St* John, ^^ What manner of love 
is this?*v What a mighty God is Jesus, that the power of his love- 
attracts our stubborn hearts, and causes us to follow him! What 
xwse ever to admire, the power, and adore the freeness of Jesus*' 
k>vel It £cHind us er^ we sought it* Little did Elisha think, in the 
hour of his pkMighIng, of being called to the high honor of beings 
the Lord's prophet* Ah, what was thy employ when Jesus first 
cast his^ mantlci over thee? Perhaps^ like Saul, sinning with a high 
hand, employed in the d^virs drudgery, in open rebellion against a 
loving Saviour, and yet priding thyself in the filthy rags of thine 
own righteousness ; but now this is the joy and rejoicing of faith ; 
where God casts the mantle of his love, that soul he clothes with 
the robe of his * Son's ri^teousness* So ^* grace reigns by Jesus- 
Christ unto eternal life*"*««*Rom* v. 31* 



S30 NOVEMBER, 13/ 

While we look hot at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen: for the things which are seen, 
are temporal ; but the things which are not seen, are 
eternal,... 2 Cor. \\..\^. 

Thk faith of the {^spel stamps vanity upon the nghteousiiess^ ■ 
glory, and happiness of every object short of Jesus. When the 
soul beholds the King in his glory, it pours contempt upon all things 
beside; all the transient objects of time and sense die .in etteent 
while the crucified Saviour is in y\cw\ this is our gp*eatest gain, our 
chiefest glory. F^r, infinitely beyond all the reasonings of vain 
philosophy, is the christian's sight by faith, to reconcile his mind to' 
afflictions, endure with- patience under, and give victory over themt 
Thus Moses '^endured, seeing him who is invisible/'—.Heb*zi. 27. 
Though the eye of nature hath not seen, nor the uncircumcised ear 
bath heard, nor can the carnal heart conceive the spiriti^ things of' 
Cod's covenant, Jesus's incarnation, and the Spirits revelation; yet 
the enlightened, heaven-bdm soul, sees these things in open vision 
by the eye of faith ; to look at them is his chief delight and joy, to 
obtain clearer views of them his daily study, to converse and be 
more familiar with them, is his chief happiness, his heaven begiufc 
on earth ; a strange mystery to his natural self and to the caraat ~ 
world, is the believing soul ; to love and converse with an unseen 
Saviour, to look to invisible objects, to derive all happiness from 
things that are not s^en ; no marvel that there should be so great 
light of opposition from fallen nature and carnal reason against sucK^ 
a life* 

Soul, ever remember with humility and thankfiilnessi oiu*.deaf 
Saviour saith, "unta you it is given to know the mystery of the 
khigdom of God.'*«.«Mark \\* \ 1.- " These things are hid from the 
vbe and prudent." O disciple, whilst thou dost adore the- Fathcr's- 
love, dost rejoice in the Son's graces remember thoii art wholly 
indebted for all this rich discovery to the divine Spirit; g^ve him. 
e())tial glory; grieve not the Spirit, who is the glorifier of Jesus, by- 
turning thine, eyes to any other object for righteousness, . peace, .and ' 
happiness. Is Christ thine all? Are the unseen things of his king- 
dom thy portion? Be a chaste virgin to thy Lord. "Where thy 
treasure is, there let thy heart be also." Happy for thee to find with 
Paul, "I die daily." I am dying to the world while Jiving in it; I 
find and feel many pains and disorders in my frail body as sure fore- 
bodings of hastening dissolution ; I know perfectly that the day of 
the .Lord is coming, that each breath I draw brings nearer thiJSv 
solemn advent. What then shquld I look to? Upon what should my 
affections be placed ? Blessed, be Cod for revealing these eternal 
things as our portion. "Be eaieful for nothing," &c..««Phil. iv. 6. 
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'Perfe(}t^ as pertaining to the conscience... Jleb. ix. 9, 

• CoirsciENCE, or an inward perception of divine truth, is not 
common to all men ; when sin is charged upon ity - it perceives its 
guik, knows and feels misery, and is filled with wrath* This is the 
peculiar glory and excellency of the gospel, it brings relief to the 
Conscience. We say, my mind to me a. kingdom is; for we feel in 
t\xT minds the kingdom of Jesus. We enjoy somewhat more in 
JesuB than outward show and shadow ; even inward, substantial com« 
forts» What was that lord the better for the miraculous plenty in 
Samaria, when for his unbelief, Elisha told him, '^ thou shalt see 
it with thine eyes, hut shalt not eat of it?"....2 Kings vii. 19. The 
" trutl^s of Jesus do not merely amuse our heads and engage our 
tongues, but we feed on them . in our consciences. Like the patii- 
archs—.Heb. xi...." We embrace them" as the very joy of our 
•ouls. The blood of Chri**t, through the eternal Spirit, sprinkles 
our hearts j from an evil or guilty conscience, brings pardon and peace 
^f mind to our troubled conscience, cleansing to pur defiled con- 
science, and " by the resurrection of Jesus, we have the answer of 
a gfood conscience towards Godt'*....! Pet. iii. 21. Herein we glory 
jki b^ipg perfectionists ; nothing but this- can make us " perfect per- 
jtaining to the conscience;" for the law maketh nothing perfect, but 
•the bringing . in of a better hope does ; Jesus is our hope ; by him 
we draw nigh' to God; in his blood we perceive and know by faith we 
Kave a perfect atonement and perfect cleansing from all our sins, 
perfect deliverance from the condemnation of the law ; in his righte- 
?ousness we are perfectly accepted and justified before God ; this is 
our wedding garment; this we have, being married to the Lamb; 
.we dare not look to any thing else for perfection ; if we do, we feel 
the smart of it ; our conscience is defiled. That we may have and 
keep a good conscience^ purged from dead works to serve the living 
God^ we exercise our minds on Jesus; so we rejoice in Je^us, and 
walk with hini by faith. Conscience is the best, friend or the worst 
enemy; a sense of guilt makes it our worst enemy; Jesus makes ^it 
^ur best friend. To maintain peace and perfection of conscienbe^ 
observe first, the moment the guilt, of sin is felt> confess it to Jesusi 
and pray him to take it astray. Secondly, seek not that from the 
law of works which can only be found in the gospel of grace, perfect 
salvation. Thirdly, look not for that in yourselves which is only in 
Jesus, perfect righteousness. Fourthly, expect not that in thi^ 
world which can only be enjoyed in the next, perfect freedom from 
all sin. ^' Jesus is our rock, his work is perfect«"»«..Deut* xxxii. 44, 
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litis our peace. ..^Eph.ii. I4e. •-' 

When Jehu came to take possession of the crown of Israel, Jeza- 
bel put this (as she thought) catting question, ^Had Ziinri peace 
who slew his master ?'*...«2 Kings ix. 31«. As Jehu was called: aM 
anomted to be king of Israel, according to the word of the Locd* 
so is. every christian called and anointed by the word, and Spirit 
to the kingdom of Jesus. ^^He hath made us kings and prieata unto 
God and hia Father, to him be glory," &c«.«.Rev« i. 6* s 

But ere we take possession of our crawn of glory, we must expert 
many severe and aggravating questions from the mouth .of. the 
adversary on earth. Verily, he hath great reason to urg^e the most 
cruel treatment, and to charge upon us the vilest behaviour -tQ 
our master, Jesus ; that bloody deed of cruqifying the Lx>rd of life 
ai)d glory was caused by our sins. Not a trapsgression a disciple of 
f esus commits, but the precious blood of his mi^jter waa ftpil^ for. 
The life of sin, and love of sin, is in our nature ; and thp l^w of 
•in is in our membersi and while we are daily exposed to sin in our 
practice, satan like a powerful Assyrian army, will invade our land 
of nature, and attack the peace of our souls. What can we do? If 
w^ deny his charge, and say, " We have no sin, we deceive ourselvesi^ 
and the truth is not in us." Acknowledge his accusations we must; 
all in nature, reason, and conscience, unite to wipiess agaii^st us« 
But shall this destroy 4Jie comfort of oyr minds, the hope of our 
souls, and the peace of our hearts ? Then how small our knowledge! 
how feeble our faith! how weak our hearts in the grace which is in 
Christ Jesus ! All the power of darkness, all the curses of the la^, 
all the ^usations of sin, blessed, for ever blessed be the grace, of 
our God, cannot, shall not.overthrow this soul-comforting, Ctuistr 
exalting, love-exciting truth; this man, even Jesus, whowasbpm 
in Bethlehem, and died at Calvary, ^'he is oua pkacs, he hatb 
made peace by the blood of his cross."....Coi. i. 20. The everlast7 
ing gospel proclums it; the eternal law of love confirma it; by.£uth 
we receive the joyful news of it; by the Spirit our souls enjoy the 
sweet sensls of it; by the word, the blessed Spirit stirs upqjvir pure 
minds by exhortations and examples to look unto Jes^s, look off 
from every other ho^^ turn from every other object. His name, 
his nature, his offices, his work, all. speak pkace to poor, guilty, 
sel^condemned souls, whose, only hope is Jesus. The work of 
(Jk^us') righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of (bis) righ- 
teousness, quietness and assurance for ever....l8atf xxzii. 17* 

O, let our voices never ceasie It cost him cries and tears 

To ling the Saviour's hamet To tiriBg us near to God i 

Jesns, th' ambasiador of peace* Great was our d^ bt, and he appeaia , . 

How cheerfully he came ! / To make the payment good. 
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Jfwe say toe have no sin, tee deceive ourselves and the truth 
is not in us.. ..I John I, 8. 

Sincere upright souls before God, the scriptures deem ^sr- 
irscT. They are free from hypocrisy and dissimulation ; they judge 
itnd speak of themselves according to truth ; Christ who is essentially 
TKK Tat7TH, dwelleth in their hearts by faith ; the Spirit leads them 
into adi truth, concerning themselves and salvation in Christ. Satan, 
who abode not in the truth, is ever blinding souls to the truth, striv- 
ings to i^educe them from the truth, and to make them not only 
deceive others, but themselves also^* He never baits his hook with 
a ihbre alluring bait than pride* - He aims to make us think of our- 
selves more highly than we ought to think, and to judge of ourselves, 
ind Itay, '^ I am not like other men," I have no sin, I am perfect. 
This is^ the very essence of Phariseeism. 

: ' That very moment any soul says so, he is under the influence of 
H lying, deceitful spirit ; ^^ he bridleth not his tongue, fie deceiveth 
]U8 own heart, his religion is vain. '*.••• James i. 26. ^ He flattereth 
hittiself in his own eyes, till his iniquity be found hateful."....Psalm 
txxvi* 3;* But if we see no sin, if we feel no sin in us, are we not 
to'telldf our happy state? Is not Jesus glorified hereby who hath 
thus PERFECTLY saved us? Seeing and feeling! If one in a hig;h 
fever says, " I am quite well, I feel no disorder,'* we are sure he 
has a deceitful sense, he is not in his right mind. Alas ! bur senses 
Are deceitful judges; they may delude us; they most certainly do, 
if they testify contrary to the truth of God's word. Our Saviour is 
ptilj ^orified by the truth. What! shall we give the lie to the 
Spirit of truth and the word of truth, under pretence of glorifying 
Jesus? Beware, O soul, " satan transforms himself into an angef of 
light, ^aXkd makes thee think and say, thou hast no sin,*^ for another 
Teasoii than to glorify Christ, even to glorify thyself in thine own 
eyes, and in the sight of others. Hto* confident Peter» LittTe did 
he think what was in his heart when he said, (perhaps he saw no iin, 
nor felt no sin at that time) " Though I die with thee, yet will I n*ot. 
deny thee*" Think of his awful fall, his horrid oaths and dt'eadfbl 
imprecations, and be humble. Awful effects are not wanthig ih our 
day, of such whom satan has puffed up with this unscriptural nation 
of being SINLESS^ but dreadful effects have followed. The higher 
the elevation, the greater the MU O soul, ever remember, " thou 
standest by faith ; this leads us entirely out of ourselves to the per- 
fection of Jesus* Be not high minded, exalted with the notions of a 
state contrary to God's truth, here styled self-deceit, but fear;** 
ever be afraid of setting up thyself in opposition to the positive 
assertions of the Spirit of truth. He who says he has no sio, com- 
mits sin in saying so ; for he lies, the truth is not in him, he is 
deceived by the father of lies» 
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,TIm is the record^ that Cod hath given t^ nsetemaHifei 
tmd this life is in his Son : he that hath the Son hath 
life.., A John y. 1 1, 18. 

SovxREXGN power permits mm ti» &1K OuiH filti the wretchedl 
j»ir with dread, and cuu off M hope in Cod, sUl 4cl4im npoaMiiu 
9e|ice our first parents ^^fled frmn the pfefep^ of thtJl/wdv ^^ 
bid themsdves*" Sovereign love intefposed, and the pooff -guilfj^i 
trembliBg partners iq woe were called before their hif^]y*^olkmM§ 
justlytprovoked Lord. Was it to behold him clothed with iF^aif 
geaoce? To hear the sentence of their eternal doom to d^ptrqetioii} 
To see hell opened to receive them? No; beastonisbedi Oheafeitf! 
Rejoice ye apostate children of heH-desernn|> parents I Thff w<M 
to hear a recoeo of what was transacted in the- eternal eouft ind 
counsel of heaven, published on earth. Thisi instead 'ttf irriAf 
'brou^t mercy *| instead of woe, blessing; instead oC eternal die<th» 
everlasting life; instead of a hell of Qiisery, -a hqav^d of kappiMis 
to their trembling hearts* 

Fallen man came not to meet God| to sne for pwrdoih end QQlretll 
grace, but fled his presence* Put the Lord follows sinftl mm with 
love in his heart; not to propose terms of accommodKtioii or condi- 
tions of peace, but to proclaim the joyful news of eternal life es the 
free gift of free ^vor, unmerited graqti, unconditiQiial mereyt hi 
fl^d by the seed of the Woman, Jesus Christ* Glomm i^nee^p of 
love! Blessedtestiraony of lifel Joyful liidings of gri^! HaatthoQ 
l]ie^rdf Known, and believed this RKqoan^ «< Praise ^e lUvdi Omy 
^ovd% and all tt)at is within me praise hi^i hely name*^ ' BeMdenA 
admire the wisdom, as well as thelove of thy Qod« In this foj^ee 
always; be tumble continually* Life, etemal lifes is* given «f% 
ThisUfe is in God's beloved Son,^ therefore ean never b6 tost-gsd 
forfeited.. '' Our life U hid with Christ m God." 0> if Jhms 4wriift 
in 9i)r hearts by faith, we have Qod's beloved \SQn» we haive etevBsl 
lijb^ The report, of this is joyful to- pur earsi* The fft^fntfmM^ tf 
this filers our hearts, creates our present henven^ and? fiUe ut v»|A 
joyful hopes of figure glory ,> We have the etreegett oonfid^noS) "tte 
fullest, assurance to animate our souls, *^ Bee^iMe I Ivi^ m9ih 4i» 
headt f^ imy members) shall live also.'^•• J^iva w* l^r God haiitt 
^ivc V. us etemal Ufe^ Ke is fisdthfiil, he wiU not revekiBr him otpm* 
yreeinus free gift. Jesuf . hath overcetne every eneiAy and 6 H> i e s i r 
ikfiX ai%ht prevent puv enjoyment of eteraallifief^ The heiy^ SpMk 
hath cffi^Qted suoh fi^ifljueD to l^ssua, i^^ean i»ei9cgr be bKokenii' ^ We 
Are jlimned unto the tM, ia¥l«N^oBes9iriU*W^CoiMrvlf*' 



Look sp, my loul, to biifH» . And hsmhly view tbc Utcinf ttiUf^, 

l¥ho84 death was thy de^ffti Flow from his pisicfd hearth 
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ilide$wtthy face froth far me ; put not th/ servant awttif in 

> anger: thou hast been mijf help; leave me not, neither 

forsake me^ O God of my salvation....Psalm xxvii. 9. 

jr <^LQys never &ileth :" it erer ivorketh in the heart of disciples 
iowarda it$ Jbeloved object* Love cannot bear distance or Mparatioit 
fromJesus; the thought of it is grieyons and painful; thedreikdof 
il maizes the^-soul plei^ fills the inouth with argumentSf lest the 
peor heart .should lose the sveet sense and comfortioig savtmrof th< 
]0«e of God* His presence is its heaven« hx» absence is its^heU ; 
bis :S|niles create joy « his frowns bring gloonti and sorrow <» the 
ipind* When the heart feels a sensible withdrawing of God^ and 
Iheiight of bis countenance is hid| it cannot but be restless and un« 
.fasy* Real believers -experience Christianity to be more than' a 
fean)e«.«uk>ctrines more than mere speculations to fill the head^snd 
amuse the thoughtSM^an ordinances^ somewhat more is enjoyed than 
^ dull round and formal attendance upon them* Christianity ikm 
life of love : it consists in knowing and enjoying the G<Mi of tfuthi 
#f fiuthfiilnesS) and of love in his ordinances. 

Therefore a loving' soul most of all feara the anger of its loving 
^aUier ^ it dreads to be put away- in- displeasure^ though but for a 
.yoment* To be l^ft to one's self^ O9 this' calls up one's cries and 
Searsi and urges ono to plead hard with one's dear Saviour. ^ Thou 
liaat been my help«" Fast experiences of the love and-power of its 
L^rd are remembered) apd urged aS' it plea fov present* hdp and 
fiiture hope* God's. precious promises of fiutbfiilneu and brufth^ O 
they, are beheld as ''fitly spokeUf like apples of gold in pictniea oS 
ailye]:»"»M.Prov. xxv. 1 U Past love cannot be forgotten; past mef^ 
iues. are recalled. What the Lord is stilli in* the appropriati^a- of 
Seitik, is pleaded* ''Forsake me not.^" Why so^ Becauae^'thou ate 
the God of MY salvaticm*" To whom should we go but to tfaeoy O^ 
. Jeiiis^^ - Thou hast the words of eternal life* Forsake not the work 
0f thine own hands ; the soul for whom tbou^ Adst foil and suffers 
l^lced and die*^ There is salvatkm in tliee» and in no other* I 
have found it so* Arise^ O thou sun of ri|^teoi»ne9s> ncalter'the. 
cjlouda.of darimesss the mists ef stBy andthefegs ofuribdferf; ceci^ 
my wandering st^ps ; revive my deooping spirit ; ^Brinjg near Ajr 
aalvation in present peace and fove." Such will he- tiie cries and 
pkatfings of Jesus-lqving hearts* Such aie the gsnuitte activga tf 
thai: ^^1^1^ which worketh by love* It ever hstk a God im Cmisr 
for its object^ his fiuthfulness andtnilhforitasupporl^ hsvpraoHaeir 
for its pleaS) his glory foe itst ainii' and tiie cesnfortahkr ttamennit 
enjoyment of his love as its portion aiid heai^en* *' Whomharae I iir 
heaven but thee ? and theveis noa« oneasth that I deaisebeside^ 
thee*"****Psalm Ixxiii* 25* 
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Thau shall go before Ihe face of the Lord to prepare kh 
ways: to give knorvledge of satoation unto his people by 
the remission of their sins. ...Luke i. 76, 77. 

Thk day of gospel-truth, like the light of the tnornhigt breaks 
forth gradutHy upon the benighted soul^ and it increasetHto mid-day 
brightnett and glory. ^The pftth of the justified is like the shining 
light, that riiineth more and more unto the perfect day." Thus il 
is in thit experience of enlightened souls* The light of God's wofti 
manifests the truth as it is^ in Jesus, gr^ually ; it diflcoVers' con- 
demnation and guilt by the law, and grace and pardon by the gospel* 
The baptist dispensation prepares the way in the heart before the 
soul enjoys the sweet sense of pardon of sins through the -faith in- 
Jesils. The law is a voice only of wrath and terror to the soul; it 
leaves the poor sinner in the dreadful state it finds him ; -it prohoun^ 
oes nothing but curses upon him ; it can shew him no remiedy ; it 
pointb to no hope ; to work wr&th in the conscience- and to condetmh' 
18 all the broken law can do. 

The voice of the baptist cries to the soul in a wilderness state ; but 
it is rather the hoarse cry of austere severity than the charming, 
melodious voice of peace and love ; it calls to baptism of repentance, 
a confession of sinsj a change* of mind concerning fbrfner hopes 6f 
tolvation, and also b change of fife and practice. The poor sinner 
is hereby ^warned to flee frohi the wrath to come''....is pointed to 
^the LAMB OF God, who taketbaway the nn of the world.** Most 
souls seem to be brought under this dispensation ; some continue for 
m long season in it ; they are in suspense between hope and fear con-' 
cermng their state. The Spirit of wisdom sees meet it should Be so.' 
The name of Jesus is precious to them ; his word is thefr hope ; 
his promises the stay of their souls. The kingdom of Jesus is at 
hSand in knowledge and comfort. Salvation by Christ is made 
known to them: but as yet they do not enjoy the assurance of their 
interest in, and the knowledge that their sins are forgiven through' 
the blood of Christ. They are the people of God, though they are' 
Hot fully assured of it, not having yet received " the baptism of remis- 
sion of sins" by the Spirit of adopti(»i; but pardon is the certain '^ 
privilege of believing souls; it is sure, by the promise of a faithful 
God; it is obtained by the precious blood of Jesiis; it assuredly' 
shall be enjoyed as the gift of the comforting Spirit. **The ^sibn 
is yet for an appointed time; but at the end it shall speak, and 
not lie: though it tarry, wait for it, because it will surely come, it 
will not tarry. " The just shall live by faith."....Habbak. ii. 3, 4. As 
sure as John the baptist has prepared tlie way in thy heart, *< the 
Lord whom thou seekest shall suddenly come to his tempie.''.2M- 



Mal. ill. 1. 
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Wail :mi "the Ijord: he:.6f good courage^ and he shnU 
: strengthen thine, \heart : xvaity J sajf^ on the. Lord,... 
. Psalm xxvii. 14. . . 

^Be of good courage}" Alas9 how can one be so, when all 
sense andl feeling tend to dishearten the mind and deject the soul I; 
Lively frames in duty, sweet enlargements of hearti heavenly trans* 
fwrts of joy, delightful ecstacies of fiedth, ravishing tastes of ]ove« 
aU, all, like Noah's dove, have taken their flight; .and I fear, sayi^ 
the -drooping soul, never, nevermore to return* Truly, like Heze* 
kiAh, "I mourn as a. dove, mine eyes fail with looking upward, O 
Lord I am oppressed, undertake for me."..f.l8a« xxaLviii. 14. Stilly 
saith the comforter by his word, ''Be of good courage*" Remem-* 
ber thy: codling: It is to live by faith, to honor thy Lprd, and be 
obedient to his word* Thou hast the sentence of death in thyselff 
that thou shouldst xxpt trust in thyself, lest thine heart depart froni 
thy Lord. Not frames and feelings, but God's love and pron)i8es ia 
Christ Jesus to sinners, are the foundation of hope* These are 
abundantly sufficient to inspire the soul with courage, yea with good 
courage, to go on in the ways of the Lord* , 

Here is the steadiness of faith ; to cleave to Jesus, tp abide by tho. 
truth, steadily to persevere in the paths of duty i^ the course of 
obedience to him* Shall this ever be. suspended because we have 
not lively frames and joyful feelings ?. How would this prove that wc^ 
walk by faith, .and that our eye is single to Christ's glory I Nay, wc 
shall then.serve the Lord only :by .fits and starts of sense and passion, 
rather tha^i by. the uniform, con^ist^nt obedience of &dth. Thq 
Lprd*s word is our rule of duty ; his promises our support ; his grace 
is sufficient for us; his strength is m^e perfect in our weakness. 
If. our hearts are weak, that we cannot run with alacrity the way of 
God's commandments as we desire, so much the ipore reason hayq 
v^je for our ^ouls. to wait on the Lord for the times of refreshing ironi 
bis presence. He will strengthen our hearts, ''for he giyeth power 
to. th^ faint, and to them that have no might he increaseth 
strength* "••**Isa. xU 29. "Wait I say on the Lord." . David repeats 
the. injunction, ivith a holy fervor, both to his own soul and to. 
others. God has promised, expect fulfilment. Here is the exercise, 
of fAiTH, trust in the Lord Christ for what we stand in need of: o£ 
HOPE, expecting, to reeeive all from him; of patisncs, waiting 
continually .' upon h.im^ Most previous promise I ".They that wait 
ilpon the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with 
wings as eagles, they shall run and not be weary, and they shall walk, 
and not fiEum.",...Isa. xl. 3 1. " The Lord direct your hearts mto the 
love of pod> and into the patient vaitiPS ^'^ Christ.-"....2 Thes. iii* 5. 
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Now faith is the substance qf things hoped for, thi eidir 
denceqf things not seen....Heb.xu I. 

Happiness, that mestimable jewel, every man is in search after. 
But to seek it Irom objects unsieeii asid iiimible to our natural senses, 
is a downright paradox, and will be ever condemned as the greattu 
absurdity m the jud^ent of depraved sense and camal reason. In 
the knowledge, love, and enjoyment of God, true YixppmeM alone 
consists. The only living and true God hath revealed himself itf 
Christ Jesus. This is the christian's God. He knows no other. 
It is a blemed truth built upon and supported by the word of God- 
By fidth this subsists in his nund, and is clear and erident to hit 
new-born soul. 

' From this mward believing, ^ That God was in Christ, ntconciling^ 
tfie worid to himself,'^ O what aa extensive prospect for hope ariseth I 
God in Christ; the promises alt in Christ; he that bdievetli is iir 
Christ. Christ dwelleth in his heart by fiuth: all the blessings of 
time; all the gferles of eternity are sure. They are settled by ^a 
fetL and amen of God, upon such beliefing souls. Shall anf bold 
emissary from satan, demand of such a soul, ^What right hast 
tfiou to the inheritance of tins good land? Abraham's sons have 
Abraham's plea. It is mine by promise; by feith I sojocini in itr 
6od's pronuse is futh's claim. What he baa spokM is the ground 
or subsistence of hope. But may not other witnesses stand op-and 
dedare ag^ainst the christian? Yea, doubtless, many; from the old 
man, the fleshy satan, and the law. . But the first is mider sentence 
of- death, his witness is invalid* Satan w a known liar from thei 
beg in ning, tha*efere no ere^ is tobcgiven to him; theevidencaof 
hnr » out of date; it is superoeded by the promise; ^ferche bnr^ 
wfakh >ra8 four hundred and thirty years- i^ev the oovcnaot, whicb 
Iras- c o nfirm ed by God in Christy ooniot disannul it,> that it shouttf 
make the pronuseof iione-cffeet.^....Gak iii. IT. But blesied beouT 
Lord,' though he- suffers his> children- to be attecked by maof' wiMet^ 
saries^ he doth not leave himself without » witness and an evidences 
hi their hearts. Though each-one of them cannot sayy I koowi 
am a child of God^ yet the- weakest ^liever in Jeau* hadi the- evii^ 
dence of truths the witness inhimsdf, of die veaAitf andrcertainlT' 
of inrisible-objeets, ^things not seen;" of thingspaatin the ctoniai^ 
covenant of graee-and> peace; of thkiga in time, thefimahed wods 
of Jeans; oT things to come^ the glories of an eternal woild4 and> 
amidst opposition fit>mevef7'qaaiterf here is-a proof o£ thoiswank 
subsistence and evidence of spiritual and invisible objects, in their 
l o n g in g for stronger faith in themy «id clearer knowledge and enjoy- 
ment- of them. ^To every me- that halh ^att bo-given, -and 4lt' 
«haJJ have abundance.".««Matt* xxv. 29. 
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Thf! tQord qf God which effectually workeih also in you that 
believe... A T7iess. ii. 13. ^ 

A PROCLAMATION of g^race from an earthly king has reduced the 
most desperate and hardened rebels to lay down their arms and pro« 
aoise .true allegiance* But though the word of God is a proclamation 
of free gracey glad tidings of full pardon ; though replete with the 
ipost tender expostulations and the most endearing invitation^, y^fi 
9Q abomin^e is our perverseness, so jdaring our obstinacy, that we 
should remain deaf to every calli.and continue hardened in our 
rtbellion against the most high God, till we fall victipas to his justly 
deserved wrath. Fgr imb^lief shuts up every avenue of the sc^ul 
against the light, truth, peace, and love of the word of God. But« 
O amazing love! .lie. in th^ dust, O my soull adore the power o( 
our all-conquering Saviour! The gracious Spirit makes gracious 
words effectual. Hence fiuth esteems every portion of the gospel 
as the food, the life, the joy of the soul* By the agency of the 
Sfifit the word becomes powerful to beget fsdth, and then workv 
effectually in believing hearts. 

Those speak unadvisedly who call the word of God a dead letter* 
Indeed St^ Paul saiths ^^the lettev killeth ;" but this can never prove 

. God't word to be dead* That which is dead itself cannot kill* - We 
should distinguish between the letter of the law that killeth all fleshp 
and the goepel of grace that worketh life and salvaticm in all who 

• believe. When we read the word of God, we should. never consi- 
der it distinct from the essential and personal woi*d, Jssps, • He i» 

..emphatically styled the word of God....Rev. xix. 13* He who execute 
ed all the purposes of the word of truth, works effectually in the 
hearts of the children of &ith. Hence, the once despised and 
lightly esteemed Naiarene isknown^ believed in^ and loved e^most 
precious; ^the chieiest among ten thousand, yea as altogether 
lovely." God's precious promises in Jesus, once wholly unregardedt 
are now sweetly prized : they are beheld aS sweetly ranged and pro* 
fiisely scattered through every page of the lively oracles. The 
Spirit's holy gifts and sanctifying graces are pleaded as God's blessed 
charter of .free-grace. All his sovereign edicts and absolute dedam- 
tions of grace and salvation, instead of being proudly cavilled- 
against, ane bowed to with humility* In the word of our King 
there is power. Sin and satan are dethroned in the heart, and Jesus 
rules and reigns in the soul. T^us the word of God is quick and 
powerfiili thus it works effectually to salvation. 

This is the word of truth asd loVe May but this grace my tftul renew, 

' Sent to the nations from abovy'; Let sinners 'faxe and hate me too t 

Jehovah in his word doth shew The word that saves me does engafs 

What his almighty arm can do. A suif dslc&st fron all thejk rage 

Vol. I. T t 
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For me to live is Christy and to die is gain. ...Phil. i. 21. • 

O HAPPY, happy soul! who can thus say with Panl^ "in life, 
in death, Christ is my gain!" Verily, if thou believcst on the Son 
of God, thou mayest. Thou also hast the same right and the same 
reason as he had. Paul was a poor sinner, even* as thou art;*but 
Christ was all his gain : so he is to thee and every one who belieres 
in him. Come christian, let us, like the wise trader^- state our 
accounts of loss and gain and see the sum total this day* In aelf- 
nghteousness before God, peace with God, lore to God, hope in 
God) power to please Godj enjoyment of God, the life of oin* 
■ouls, yea, our souls themselves are all lost. We are all a lump 
of tin, bankmpt sinners, insolvent debtor^ to law and justioey and 
ai^ exposed to lie for ever in the prison of hell* Awful loss* 

What is our gain? Inestimable riches! nothing less than pre- 
cious Christ, and a precious salvation! O, it his dear name enrolled 
in the book of our hearts ? Can we read Jesus there ? Then iir Christ 
we have perfect righteousness before God, full acceptance with Gocl» 
free access to God, love from God, peace with God, hope of enjoy- 
ing, yea, present fellowship with God ; we are his children in Christ 
Jesus; all that he has is ours; every attribute and perfection of 
Jehovah are engaged for us ; his Spirit is ours, to make us holy and 
happy here, and to lead us to eternal felicity hereafterw But, saith 
the poor believing sinner, ^^I am put to a stand in my reckoning; 
though Christ is my gain, yet I have not entirely lost my Uirden, 
sin. Sin is still alive in me*" Stop not, O soul,- reckcm on* 
Though we have sin, feel sin raging and rebelling, what then? In 
Christ we have gained a sacrifice for ity and redemption from it* 
His precious blood hath taken away all the guilt of sin from us, and 
lOl the wrath due to us from the justice of God* So it stands upon 
record in the court of heaven, and the Holy Ghost is witness of it on 
earth ; therefore record this in the court of conscience* Faith can 
shew a discharge from the guilt of sin and the curse of the law, 
therefore reckon yourselves to be dead indeed unto an* Dead indeed, 
^how emphatic ! yes, as much dead to sin as a corpse buried under 
ground ; and as much alive to God in Christ, as though you had never 
committed one sin, nor have any sin in you* ^<For, O predous 
words ! the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, hath made us 
' free from the law of sin and death. "••••Rom* viii* 2* Thus in Christ 
we gain a perfect victory over sin and the law* But say, will sin 
destroy our mortal bodies? let it; this is all it can do; it casnol 
hurt our immortal souls ; for, thanks be to God, in Christ we have ' 
a complete victory over death ; Christ is our gain in death* We 
shall lose nothing by death but sin and sorrow : we shall gain.***what t 
flternal glory* ^ We shall be with our Jesus*"***. John xrii. 24« 
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f 

Behold I he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see 
him.. ..Rev. i. 7. 

. With what ardor of heart may every believer cry out, blessed 
be God} every hour bnngs nearer the solemn advent, the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus! ^' O christians^ 
now is our salvation nearer than when we first believed." ComOy 
thou once >despi8ed Nazarene, thou once crucified Saviour : he shall 
•come; he will come quickly, and be seen in human form. Shall 
^we not see those wounds and scars in his body, the tokens of his 
inestimable love to and perfect victory of his cross for us poor sinners? 
•Hpw joyful in the exercise of faith, the fervor of love, the expec- 
tation of; hope, is this contemplation! This quells the fears of na^ 
ture, mortifies its lusts, subdues its corruptions. To this end are 
we bom again of the Spirit, that we should enjoy the visions of faith, 
•nee. Jesus, live by faith upon him, have fellowship, with him in the 
.sufferings of his cross, and long for his appearing in glory. Then 
shall we share with him in the glories of his kingdom. ^^ He shall 
leome to be glorified in his saints, and admired in all them that 
•believe." 

' Whence then our dejecdon of mind, our fear of death, our un- 
•willingness ^ to be absent from the body, that we nvay be present 
with the- Lord?" Truly, all this ariseth from the mystery of iniquity 
which worketh in us. But here is our wisdom, to oppose the mys* 
tery of fidth to that. Never venture to think of your own dying, 
.without considering the death of Jesus; look not at your own sins, 
without looking at the blood of Jesus ; think not a moment of his 
Appearing as a judge, without remembering him as our precious 
'Saviour; dwell not on the glory and majesty of his eternal power 
and Godhead, without reflecting on his humble form, his manhood 
'State; conceive not of him as a king and lawgiver, without consi* 
dering him as a priest to atone for our sins, an advocate to plead our 
cause, and our forerunner entered into the heavens for us ; for so 
shall we daily prove, that we are more than conquerors over every 
foe that opposeth the holiness and comfort of our souls, through 
Jesus who loved us. ^' Behold, he cometh !" O joyful day! most 
desirable sight! then our sorrows, our- fears shall for ever cease* 
•Then our eyes shall see our dearest friends; our foes, that we this 
day find and feel, we shall see no more for ever. ^^ To them that 
look for him, shall he appear the second time without sin unto sal- 
-vation." '* O, lift up your heads with joy, for your redemption 
dfaweth nigh." f 

Christ is the man, th' exalted man, Those soft,, those blessed" feet of liis^. 

Whom we unseen adore : " That once rude iron tore> 

But when our eyes behold his face, Hig;h on a throne of light they stand. 

Oar hearts shall love him more. And all the saints adore. 
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Th(Ai shall guide mc with thy eounsd^ and -^fterrvurd r^ 
ceive me to glory. ...Psalm Ixxiii. 24. 

That is a preciQUs cautipn of our loykig Ssvioury ^ Jvdg^.not 
•ccordin^ to the appeacance/'.^MJohn vii* 24* ■ fiL Psvl vqm>wi 
taints, ^^Do ye look on things after the outward appearance ^"..^ 
3 Cor. X. 7* Through tht9 Qondttct, saints in all ages have pnzsM 
their minds, distressed their soiils, and have be6D tempted l» kauri 
thoughts of their God* ThejThave not ^judged/ righteous- jndgw 
inent," ix^ respect to carnal men and the dispensations of God'a 
providence to them* So we see Job greatljr exerdsed, (Job zxi* 7«) 
«nd Asaph in the above Psalm. But After the cloud tof carnal rear 
aoning and unbelief passed over their minds, the sun of glorf and 
truth shone again with splendor upon them; then fidthputa fbrtk 
its lively exercises and sweet approbationa of God# ^ O kt God 
and Saviour, I s^ thy ways to man are just! Righteous art thoVf 
Q Lord, thou art kt God, I will love thee: Thou ahak^gidide'iaB 
by thy counsel," &c* As the Lord is often said to niaiBr a ooreBant 
with his people when it was only renewing htf old covenant of graca 
and love in Christ Je3us, so faith frequently makes a freidb thmot 
of, claim to, and glory in the Lord Jesiis. -^^ Mf eounael shall 
stand, and I will do all my pleasure, saith the Loid*"«***Isa* xWi* l€K 
Amen, saith the believing heart* By thy word iQid Spirit guide mo 
continually ; I cannot guide myself. Jesus^ be thmi aay gmloi mf 
companion, and my familiar friend* . 

Blessed christian.! tliough in Paul's case»M«Ac9tsxxvU.2Q«**.^ When 
neither sun nor stars appeared for. many days, wheftno small tem^ 
pest is upon thee« and all hope of b^g saved seems take». away »'* 
yet Jesus is at the helm* Thy. vessel shall ride out evjsry- storm { 
he will guide safe to the liaven of ^ory. and blessedness* - Svm 
.persons seem so. wholly taken up with prying iBtotl».Beenrtpufposes 
and inscrutable depths of God's decrees, that they take no heed 1» 
their steps, but, like the philosopher who was so intent in ohsenang 
the starry heavens, that beisg careless of his walk he fell into S 
ditjph. Not God's secret purposes, but his cevealc^d truths ure.^ 
objects of our faith: '^his word i^ a light to our feeti" by that 
Jbe counsels and directs U9« The gracious -Spirit leadf and gnidsa 
bis children in the paths of peace and holiness* It is true» ^e* p*tll 
to glory is impleasing to the flesh, andtherefine is CTer ap po s ed hy 
U; but asthere. is a disposition in regeneirate aaulk toilong few f^nsjk 
so also, a love in them to. God's word and tiie way of. hoiinesa*: : In 

this the children of God are manifest. All such, God will mMt 

»■ 

certainly receive to glory. ^' As many as are led by the Spinl of 
6od, they are the sons of God."..*.Rom. viii. 14. 
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of gooHxvorks.... Tit ii. 14^. 

Call to mind, disciple of Jesus,, how in times past thou didst 
walk according to the course of this world, fulfilling' the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind ; and yet the God of this world so blinded 
thine eyes, and so deceived thine heart (strange infatuation !) that 
thou didst talk of and trust in eren what had no existence, thine 
town good works. Glory to the rich grace of our Saviour, who 
delivers us from the natural notions of our corrupt reason, the pride 
5of our free-will, and the vain confidence of our own righteousness ! 
Now all our glorying is in Jesus ; for though by nature we are slaves 
to our lusts, in bondage to iniquity, our minds defiled, our conscien- 
tes impure; and therefore to every good work /reprobate, yet such 
was the love of Jesus to us, that "he gave himself for us." He 
halJi redeemed us from all iniquity ; he hath purified us unto himself 
a» a peculiar people, " zealous of good works." By the knowledge 
of faith .^e are persuaded Jesus loves us, delights in us, grants us 
peculiar familiarity with himself, bestows peculiar blessings on uSf 
«nd hath mode peculiar provisions for us, both in time and eternity* 
Hence christians are inspired with a peculiar zeal for good works ; a 
Bcal according to godliness. We love our God and only Saviour; 
therefore we delight to serve and study to glorify him in our souls and 
bodies* Our sinful lusts and passions are contrary to him ; thereforei 
mi assisted, we daily strive and pray to mortify and subdue them* 
To do good to the souls and bodies of all men, especially to them 
tkntt are of the household of faith, is well-pleasing to the Lordi 
therefore it is the joy of our hearts to abound in those things. Here 
true «eal centers, that we do good from a good principle, love tA 
<iod; from a good motive, Jesus hath commanded it; with a good 
mitn, that the glory of his name, the honor and interest of his caustf 
tnay he advanced in the work} by us* Such a zeal stabs the pride of 
•elfnieeking and vain* glorying; for our best woika, oar chiefest 
good, is to glorify our God and Saviour. Godly souh blmh there- 
lore) and are grieved to th6 very heftrt when a thought arises of 
doing any good work to procure the favor of God or to secure hit 
love to our souls, or to entitle hs to his kingdom* This is to glorifj^ 
lMl?st^r6s• But we have not so learned Christ as to oppose God!h 
#ree^grace truths, dishonor a God of love, degrade the glory of our 
inreciouS' Saviour, for we give all the glory to him, as having done 
nil Ibr u«* We see salvation finished by him, and g^ory secured t9 
losiv kik; therefore, in love we desire to be wholly devoted to himi 
jUKJ to d» thoffe things that may glorify him onlt ^' who hadi bought 
OS with hk blood**'*— I Cor* vi* 30* This is tna^y a zeal accordiii|| 
to knowledge* 



346 NOVEMBER i9. 

Giving thanks to the Father^ who hath made us mcft io he 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.... 
. Col.\.\2. 

Too many of Cod's dear children seem to abound more itt 
complaining of what they find and feel in themselves than in praising 
God for wliat he hath done for and in them. Why is this? Tbey^do 
not live enough in their own kingdom; they do not enough consider 
their ovm privileges; they dwell not enough upon the rich love- of 
God their Father to them; the free-g^ace of Jesus their Redeemer 
FOR them, and the work of the comforter in them. But, what from 
ft sense of their corrupti<»S) the devices of satan, the sight of the 
spirituality of the law, the legality that is in them, they cannot 
think tliemselvef made meet for God's kingdom; therefore they do 
not praise God for it. Say> O ye sons and daughters of the Moat 
High, is this right? What! because, you find sin abound in you^ 
will you not give praise that grace doth much more abound towardf 
you and U7 you also? Consider, God the Father hath made us 
meet. Who? Us vile sinners. How? by taking away the being of* 
all sin in us ? No, no more than by taking us out of the body. If 
we never have meetness for glory till all sin is perfectly destroyed in 
us, we shall never begin the work of praise till we get to glory. But 
praise is a present work for what God hath already done in us* 
First, << God hath delivered us from the power of darkne^'' 
The prince of darkness no more blinds- our eyes to .the evil of siHf 
the curse of the law, the glory of God shining, in the &ce of JesuS} 
and the preciousness of his salvation. For, secondly, ^^ God hats 
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son." We fa*e out of 
the kingdom of nature, sin, pride, and unbelief ; we live under the 
spiritual reign of Jk'sus. Therefore, thirdly, we possess all the 
graces of this kingdom; faith in the king of saints, love to thf 
king of saints, and ^' love to all the saints;" lo all our fellow-sinnen 
who confess Jesus the Son of God, and salvation by him only. Is 
sin our burden? Christ our glory, our life of holiness? Is hplinesa 
the desire of our souls? we have light, life, faitb, love, holiness; 
then God hath made us meet for the enjoyment of his glory. . Nay^* 
we do enjoy him ko\v^. We have fellowship with the Father and 
his Son Jesus Christ, therefore, we are now to give him thanks; we 
shall never have any other meetness for heaven on earth, though 
greater degrees of the comforts of this may be experienced. O my*, 
sodl, art thou no longer in the darkness of sin? satan's slave? under 
the turse of the law ? blinded by pride to the charms of Jesus ? tied 
and bound by the chs^insof unbelief? an enemy to God's grace, his 
truth, aJid his people? '^ O Lord, thou art my God, I vill exalt thee, 

I will praise thy name, for tYiou \\^^X dou^i vioxv^tv^wV things." kc 

lAa* xxr. i. 



/*.»» 



NOVEMBER 3d. 347 

/ hadfaintedy indess I had believed to see the goodness of 
the Lord in the land of the living.... Psalm xxvli.13'. 

In times of sore distress and afiiict ion, whether in soul or body, 
saints are taught many sweet lessons. Chastenings from the Loitl 
are all in love ; by them our God teaches the soul to profit. " Na 
chastening for the present is joyous, but grieyous.*' In the dark 
night of suffering, christians sigh out many a doleful strain. Some- 
times according to all appearances from nature, sense, feeling, and 
the judgment of reason, they are peady to cry out, " All things ane 
against me.*' Hence their courage sinks, their hopes and their 
hearts fail them, and they are ready to faint ; but they have an invi% 
sible friend always near them ; he supports them by his power undev 
all their trials and conflicts ; supplies with comforting cordials; re^. 
vives their spirits with the consolations of his word;" and when he 
brings them out of their troubles, then how sweetly do they sing of 
him ! how many a joyful psalm ! What a rich treasury of experienca 
are we favored with from the pen of David, dipt in the ink of afflic« 
tion ! How sweetly does he indite to the glory of his God and the 
comfort of his Father's children in after-ages ! He believed, there- 
fore he spake. Unleiss he had believed, he had fainted. 

Faith will support when all things else fail. O, what a soul-sup- 
porting grace is faith! Why so? Because it looks to, depends upon*' 
trusts in an almighty, faithful, covenant-keeping God. Faith con-: 
suits not flesh and blood, but the word of grace and truth. By faith 
we endure every fight of affliction, every onset of the enemy, see- 
ing him who is invisible. As faith is the support of the soul, so the 
fibject of &ith, Jesus ; he is both faith's author and strength. <<Thf 
faith shall not fail," saith Jesus to Peter; "I have prayed for thee.'^ 
It failed not as an abiding principle in the heart unto salvation, thoiigh 
it did in the confession of the lips. While the precious head is pray-' 
ing above, the dear members shall be kept in faith below. Though 
poor souls, through the enemy's power, the corruptions and rebd-' 
Hons of the flesh, may speak unadvisedly with their lips as David did, 
(Psalm cxvi. 10, 11.) "I was greatly afflicted, I said in my haste^ 
all men are liars.'* But in their right mind they give all glory to" 
God, confess his goodness, and take shame to themselves for such 
base declarations, and from their own experience g^e sweet advico 
to their bretbt^n. I had fainted unless I had believed. Therefore' 
do thou " Wait on the Lord, be of good courage, and he shall 
4rtriengthen thine heart ; wait I say on the Lord." 

Great God, thy glories shall ejnploy And will this glorious Lord descea4 

My holy fear, my humble joy ; To be my Father and my friend ? 

My lips in songs of honor bring Then let my songs with angels join, ^ 

Tht tribvte to th' etcnuU IJLing. H eav'n is securei for Chxiit is mine. 
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Let him kiss me with the kisses qf his mmiih : for thy love 
ts better than tvine....Solomdn*s Song i. 2. 

Such is the fitmillar, lo^ng language of chaste virgins espoused 
td Jestta« Love in the heart begets desires after tc^ens of affection 
from the object beloved. ^' Saw ye him whom my soul loveth ?'* fisks 
the enquiring heart* ^If ye have taken away him/* says sorrowful 
Mary. ^ That I may know him," says affectionate Paul. ^Let 
BiM kiss me," taiththe churchy as though all the world knew whom 
is meant or who is their b^oved. Every heart that is blessed with 
the discovery of Jesus, will be excited with such desires after him. 
Here is a very short and abrupt request ; ^^Let him kiss me," that 
will make me quite happy. My heart is simple, I have but one ob' 
ject in view. O9 if Jesus will but &vor me with a love-token all my. 
fears vanish, my scruples are at an end, my doubts are all silenced ; 
.peace, happiness, and joy shall possess my mind.^ So the love- 
allured heart reasons and prays* But sometimes delays excite impa* 
tience, alid promote jealousies, which issue in mourning surmises* 
^ Hope deferred* makes the heart sick." ^ I fear Jesus doth not love 
Mie^ or sure, he would hear^ and not delay affording me sweet evi* 
dences and pledges of love." But so Jesus proves the soul's faith 
and stedfastness to him ; so he draws out its importunity after him* 
*f Whom having not seen, we love ; and though now we see hii» 
not, yet believing, we rej(Hce with joy unspeakable, and full of 
glory •••.! Pet. L 8. 

• Such is the language of faith. Where revealed love is received 
m the heart, sensiUe tokens will be longed after and shall be enjoyed ', 
nor can the believing heart rest satisfied, nor be truly happy without 
them ; its cry is none but Christ, none but Christ! What are the 
smiles of the world if Jesus frowns^ What is life itself without his 
presence and &vor^ His presence creates a paradise; nearness to him 
m heaven on earth ; his cross^is our glory ; his kisses our comfort* 
^For thy love is better than wine." I have tasted both ; I have felt 
the sweet effects of each. Experience has taught me, that aa wine 
revives and cheers the heart, so doth love ; I cannot live without love; 
I cannot be happy without a sense of it. I cannot be holy, I cannot 
serve cheerfully, or obey perfectly, nor conquer sin powerfully, but 
while love, thy love, O my beloved Jesus, inspires, enlivens, and 
mfluences my heavy, sluggish heart. Such sentiments possess lov* 
ing, longing souls. O, this love is a precious plant ! It springs 
not in nature's garden; its original is divine; it comes from God> 
^'For God is love.".«..1 John iv* 8. Those who have obeyed the 
Father's voice, ^ kiss my Son."...*Psalm ii# 12....^'Know that the love 
of Christ passeth knowledge* "••••Eph. iii. 19. 
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i have loved thee with an everlasting love: ther^ore with 

loving kindness have I draxvn thee...Jer. xxxi. 3. 

• .-.■■'-. ' . • ■ • • . • 

,.(. Thu^^ the Lord «peaks to his cfaurch.as to a collected bodj; 
ptberefore ye members of Jesus^ what foundation of oomfort, •what 
TAuse ef rejoicing ^have you daily I But what doubts amirsa^lples do 
.<often arise in your poor hearts concerning God's love ^ youl. W&y 
is^this? Because we judgex>f and determine the bounds of the' lore 
;of our Cod, from the aense.and £selkig we find inourselves,: instead 
of abiding by the Lord's own gpracious dedaratiom in his wordtasui* 
^DW absurd would it- be for us to judge of the dimensions- of Ihat 
^oripua luminaiy the suny by the tittle light and heat whichcwe 
ipartaj^e of 1 Shall we conclude from the-serere cold we feel in wii>- 
^ter's. frost ; or^ in the sense, of midnight- darkness^ thai light aitd 
Jbeeit cea^e to exisit m the sun ? Alas 1 we may as w«di : ^^jneasure; ^ 
«wat^rs it) the hollow of our hand, mete, out the hearen^iwith^'Out 
rapmii rweigph the mountains in scales, andtbe hiHs in a balanoet'? as 
Jtruly as to.estimate and judge of the infinibe, bouodib864«ire' of God 
ilo poor siimcfs in Chfcist Jesms^^ fromr out 4idteption and sense of it« 
cDost'tho4K> aoul, experience the drawing of tity heart to Jesus 
i»t : rtghteouanesay /atonement, life, and' salration ? • This >is -iiot :of 
ithe willr of the- flesh, but- of the power of God, ^e effects, of 'his 
4oving kindness to thee. For, saith Jesus> ^^no man can come unto 
ane, except the Father draw him.'*««.*John vi* 44. Ass thei'Sys of light 
lead to the source from* whence they flow, so this streasfo of lov^ in 
tlxxktj lOslniQts our souls in the most comfortahte- truth of God-s 
5e«etlasting love* Think noty because I experience repentance 
towards iGod, £ddi in our Lord Jesus* Christ, am obedient to- the 
gospel x>f holmess, tl^refbrey for these graoes, • now theLdrdbeglns 
.%9 love me. . O no ! for his love is of an- eariier date ; this is revers- 
ing/God's method; and in times of darkness and xlesertioDr fi^d 
imder Satan's buffetings, when thou, hast no light to see thf- graces,, 
•nor feeling sense of comfort in the exercise of. them,- «this method of 
judging of God's love will be most 'distressing, to thypoor souU O, 
may. the Spirit of truth help us to judge of ^God's love- according tb 
Ms own word of grace- '^ I have loved thee- with an overlastiDg lore*; 
and therefore (for this cause) with- loving kindness- Jxave ^ I' droWn 
thee" from darkness to light, from the k^gdom- of satan into tb^ 
kingdom of my dear Stm; glory shall* crorwn -w^M grace begmab 
What motive so powerful, what' doctrine so mfioentiaito animate 
ftol enliven the soul with fervent love and cheerful obedience as th^ 
cUdly r^ection and constant belief of the everlasting, unchangeable 
love of God to us in Christ Jesus? "Not any thiAg shall be able 4o 
separate us &om the love of God, Which is in Qhrist Jesus ous 
Lord»"—.Rom. viii. 39. 
Vol. L U u 
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As nezV'born babes desire the sincere milk of the word ihcS 
^ ye may grow thereby., .A Pet. ii. 2. 

• "What I cannot comprehend shall never be the object of my 

faith/' is the weak language of a proud sceptic* " Where I cannot 
comprehend, I silently adore; what I cannot explain, yet I humbly 
believe, because divine truths bear the impress, "The Lord hath 
spoken.*' This is the language of an humble, gracious heart* 
"Marvellous are thy works, O Lord, in wisdom hast thou made 
them all." Glorious is thy grace in Christ Jesus ; in love hast thou 
revealed it to the children of men. Here is the Wisdom of saints, 
to learn from the images of nature the mysteries of grace. From 
the book of the former we are taught sweet and precious instructions 
in the latter. How kindly has the God of nature provided for the 
infant cry of the new-bom babe ! It soon discovert its wants ; and 
though as sensible of the provision it has brought, and its right unto 
it, it scarce breathes the air, but it hunts for the breast of its parent, 
and its. tender appetite is drawn out after the milk. No less pleased 
and delighted is the affectionate mother to administer to its wants 
and relieve its soitows, and nourish and strengthen her new-born 
infant. Dwelleth such love in parents to their offspring? Infinitely 
greater is the love of God to his babes in Christ* Dwelleth such a 
disposition in the babe of nature after milk ? So also is this exempli- 
fied in every child of grace in his love to and hunting after the milk 
of God's word. Hath the God of nature made such suitable provi- 
.sion for the children of this world ? Glory to his grace, so hath he 
richly provided spiritual milk for the children of his kingdom. Desire 
it, saith he, and grow thereby ; feed on it and be strengthened : but 
the Spirit of wisdom hath given us a caution to try the milk, to see 
that it be sincere milk ; not any milk, but the pure and unmixed 
jmilk of God's word and truth ; Jesus is the very essence and sub- 
stance of it. If the nourishing doctrines of God's everlasting love 
and election in Christ, pardon by his blood, clothing by his righteous^ 
ness, and final salvation of all his dear people through him, &re 
omitted by ministers, they administer skimmed milk, which has 
lost its strengthening and nourishing qualities : hence, it will not 
edify and cause the soul to " grow strong in the grace which is in 
Christ Jesus." When from the word of God its rich qualities are 
extracted, carnal reason is set up, human pride is established, 
creature righteousness is exalted : hence, instead of " growing up 
unto Christ in all things," professors grow into self-complacency and 
Tain confidences. O, love the revealed word above all human teach- 
ing; prize and attend upon the faithful ministers of Jesus, that thou 
mayest be "nourished up in the words of faith and of good docj* 
trine." •••A Tim* 4. %. 
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ff^ho. delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: 
in whom zve trusty that he will yet deliver us. ...2 Cor. i. 10. 

DiYiHE confidence is founded upon God's revealed truth; it 
arises in the heart in proportion to the discovery which is made of 
free-grace promises to sinners in Christ Jesus* Faith looks at no- 
tiling in nature) nor in the creature ; it stands not upon any human 
probability or rational possibility; but, as the queen of graces, faith 
looks wholly to the king of glory, consults the word of his truth, 
relies on his promises and oath, and trusts in the power of an omni- 
potent Lord. Past experience of former deliverances sweetly en- 
courage the soul to trust Grod for future. So the apostles reasoned 
upon temporal deliverances from the persecuting powers of earth 
«id hell, which were engaged against them. All hope and help 
from the right hand and left were cut off. In themselves they had the 
sentence of death. They were like malefactors in their own appre- 
hension, doomed to certain execution. But God had delivered them in 
time past! He did deliver them at the present; hence, their trust 
was excited for future deliverance. Just so they taught and gloried 
in a salvation equally as extensive, through all the periods of time 
past, present, and to come; which should certainly issue in ever- 
lasting glory. 

O believer, here is a mode of reasoning for thy soul. Exercise 
thy faith on things past, present, and to come. Call to mind how 
God in time past delivered thy soul from thy great death in tres- 
passes and sins. In how many dangers has he kept thee? From 
how many snares has he delivered thee? And art thou this present 
hour a saved sinner, living by faith on the Son of God ? O, see thy 
Lord's past mercies ! O, consider thy Lord's present blessings I 
Thence honor him with the faith of thy heart, the trust of thy soul, 
that he will yet deliver thee from every enemy. Art thou harassed 
by temptations ? Remember, " thy Lord knoweth how and when to 
deliver out of them! "....2 Pet. ii. 9. Art thou groaning under a 
body of sin and death? Crying out, O, wretched that I am? Con- 
sider the everlasting love and almighty power of thy precious deli- 
verer ; exult and triumph with, " thanks be to God who giveth the 
Tictory through Jesus Christ." Thus daily study, O soul, to live in 
an habitual view of thy God and Saviour ; pray and ivrestle for con« 
stant applications of Jesus' grace, daily feelings of his love by the 
Spirit ; so shall every lust of thy nature be subdued, satan shall fly 
from the resistings of faith, victory shall be obtained orver the world', 
holiness will be delightful to thy heart, and heaven desirable and 
longed for by the soul. Ever remember " it is God who worketh 
in us to will and to do of his good pleasure, as the only enlivening 
confidence to encourage thee to work out thy salratioit vUlb. i<^'w ^sA. 
lrembling."*«.*Phil«ii. 12, 13. 



^St DECEMBER Jf. 

Sanctify them through thy truth : thy word is truth.... John 

xyii. 17. 

With what confidence and' joy are we assured of our sa6ctifi* 
catloo, both from the prayer of Jesus on earthy and his intercession 
in glory ! Man cannot sanctify himself, it is the work of the Lord 
the Spirit ; he efiects it by his sovereign power; earth amThell shall 
not prevent it. O special mercy! Not to be left to act with the 
generality of professors, who, like Pilate, demand " What is truth?** 
and then turn away from it as offensive, and hate and bppose it^ 
Yet, if there is but kept up a great cry and vehement zeal for good 
works and holiness, it is enough; to matter what principles they 
spring from. Nay, under pretence far these, truth is trampled 
under foot. But not so Jesus prayed, nor taught ; nor are his mem* 
hers thus sanctified. Jesus is essentially the truth. We are sancti- 
fied to God no other way than in him, and by the faith of him. 
"We are chosen from the beginning through sanctification of the 
Spirit, and belief of the truth.'' " Ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you frec,*'....John viii. S3....saith Jesus ; firec 
from the deceitful hopes and vain confidences that are natural to u% 
Souls sanctified through the truth, are no longfer left to deny the 
foundation truths of God's word ; his sovereign, everlasting, electing 
love of sinners in Christ Jesus this Essential truth, of their sins 
being atoned by the precious blood, and their persons justified by 
the perfect righteousness of Jesus imputed to them ; the certain 
perseverance and sure glorification of every believing member of 
Christ. Thus our judgments are sanctified in truth, m opposition 
to the false notions of self- righteousness and sinless perfection. 

. These proceed from self-ignorance, blin<^e6s to God's law, and 
leave its professors under a fatal error; nor are we left to dream of 
universal redemption which detracts from the glory of God- by 
ascribing salvation to free-will; nor to reject the sovereign agency 
of the holy Spirit, which reduces the gospel of grace to a covenant 
of works. Glory to our Lord, not only are we sanctified as to a 
right judgment in all things, but our affeetions arc also sanctified tp 
love the truth and cleave to it, seeing all our hopes center in it, and 
deriving all our comforts from it; and it is the delight and joy of 
our souls to live in conformity to the truth. Jesus hath our hearts* 
Fellowship with him is our heaven upon earth. What is contrary 
to that is hateful to us« Sin is become the iH^rden, and hdinees 
most pleasant to the sanctified souh 'To fancy thyself perfectly 
freed from all sin, is a mark, not of a soul sanctified through the 
truth, but deceived by lies : but daily to feel a holy striving against sin,, 
fervent desires, aft^r greater conformity to Je^us,. a|4abidji^g in th^ 
truth of his word, ia a&iUptooS: ^^ of tb^ mmrtififiaTJoiv pt tiifk SptfU 

unto obedience*"**** 1 ?€(• !• ^* 
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By th^ gra€€ qf Gody J am what I am....l Cor. xv, 10, 

It, would be one great means of preventing complaintf and 
Tnurmucings, if christians' hearts were more in meditation upon what 
they ojictf wercf still arc, and what they deserve. Such w^s the 
conduct of the once Jesus-persecuting, but afterwards Jesus<-exalt>- 
ing, Paul* The same grace that reached his heart, has continued 
to run through .the many revolving periods down to this dfy, and 
effects the same blessed work on poor sinners now. Thou therefore^' 
O disciple of Jesus, hast the same cause as Paul had, dailr to sing 
of rich, fi'ee, sovereign, distinguishing grace; the eternal love, 
free, favor, and unmerited good-will of God to thy soul in Christ 
Je&us. 

Grace shines with resplendent lustre, in the per|on of Jesus. 
Grace operates with sovereign, irresistible power, iijt the hearts of 
his members. Hence, it triumphs pver all the resisting powers^ 
rebellious motives, carnal workings, and perverse obstinacy of proud 
nature* Publicans and harlots are often raised and beautified by 
grace, while self-righteous Pharisees, are left jburled in the ruins of 
nature* H.e|l-deserving soul ! What hast thou to |K>ast of ? Wherein 
canst thou glory ? Art thou converted to Jesus ? Verily of this thou 
hast'greatest cause of glory and triumph. But f ver know the cause. 
Study daily to give all the glory where it is oiily due, even to the 
free favor of thy God* Wilt thou ever oppn the mouth of thy 
obedience, .thy fulfilling terms and conditions^ by which thou hast 
obtained the prize ? Ever know Jesus hath done all this. Hence 
grace freely flowed to thee* In the height of thy rebellion, in the 
depth of thy destruction, the voice of eternal love spoke to thy soul* 
The power of almighty grace challenged thee, as its blood-bought 
purchase ; seized thee as its lawful captive, and snatched thee as a 
brand from the fire of destruction* 

O wondrous love I Should not amazemept strike thy heart, and the 
fire of love and gratitude ever bum in thy soul ? What shall we say 
to these things? Truly grace, that dwelt in the heart of God from 
eternity, has sovereignly reached thy heart in time* Therefore art 
thou turned to. Jesus by repentance ; hast remission of sins through 
faith in his blood. This is g^ven, by the exalted prince of grace 
and peace, to thine heart* Hast . thou a love to holiness^ and a 
hatred to sin I This isr contrary to nature, and is given through the 
grace of the Spirit. " By the grace of God I am what I am,*^ is the 
confessipn of saints in earth. By the gjrace of God I am where I aii% 
ia the triuinphant song of saints in heaven* For '^ where sin abounded» 
grace did much more abound*"***.Rom. v* 20. 

^Tis mot by works of righteousness^ Tis iroitifn^re mercy of our ^od 

Which our own hand* have doiM r That nU. oar bope«^ hegin v 

But we are saved by sovVeign grace, 'TIS by tYie NsaXtT %»^ \\vt WoA. 

Abounding thro' God's Son, Ovix sov&a 9^^ vl^^V^ ixotOL i\».« 
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Master J we have toiled all tlie night, and have taken W" 
thing: nevertheless ^ at thy zvordlzvill let down the net.... 
Luke V. 5. 

Whatever one engages in, success gives pleasure, but disap- 
pointment causes dejection. The passing over of a black cloud it 
often followed by the brighter shining of the sun. Niaturalists 
observe, it is always darkest just before the break of day* So here 
these poor fishermen had toiled through a tedious night of disap- 
pointment; not one fish came to net: yet, at Christ's word they let 
down the net. Behold the event ! The greatest success they ever 
met with succeeded their fruitless toil : their nets were too weak to 
hold the miraculous draught of fishes they had taken. O, how adora- 
ble is Jesus' power and godhead I 

The occupation of a fisherman is not unlike that of the cbrisjtian's 
Tocation. It is his employ to fish in the wide and deep ocean of 
God's eternal love and gracfc revealed in his word of truth. What 
he takieth here he is to live upon day by day. It is sometimes hit 
lot to toil through a dark night of disappointment, and take nothing 
which may refresh his spirit and rejoice his soul. Here "patience 
must have its perfect work." Not one, nor many nights bad suc- 
cess, makes the fisherman quit his trade and forsake his calling! 
'So the christian should consider he has need of patience, that after 
lie has done the will of God he might receive the fiilfilment of the 
promises. These are blessed encouragements for him ever to fish 
in the great and wide sea of God's covenant love and faith fullness. 
In his word are blessings innumerable. Ever remember^ " He that 
4>elieveth shall not make haste :" that is, be in a hurry and confusion, 
as one in surprise and fear in time of trouble. Though God's 
mercies are not styled swift, yet they are called " sure mercies, "...• 
Isa. Iv. 3. Where the grace of faith is in the front, perseverance 
shall be in the centre, and glory shall be in the rear* The soul 
thirsting after comfort, shall in God's time be refreshed with the 
plentiful showers of heavenly consolation. Some souls have been so 
filled herewith, even like these disciples' nets that broke with the 
great draught of fishes, that they have cried out, "Lord, stay 
thine hand ; my brittle vessel can hold no more*" Live upon the 
word of God's truth, and thou shalt be sure to enjoy the comforts 
of God's faithfulness. Whatever fails, his word is sure; his pro- 
mises certain ; his covenant immutable ; his oath irreversible. Con- 
.solation, yea " strong consolation from God, awaits every soul who 
has Red to Jesus for refuge, to lay hold on the hc^e set befbi*« 
him."....Heb. vi. 18. 

Our anchor's cast within the vail We walk by faith aiid live by hope ; 

Wh^rc Jesus ever reigns % Assur'd of eadlcss gatna^ M. . 
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'TUmi'gh he fall he shall not be utterly cast dotoH; for tfik 
Lord upholdeth him with his hand. ...Psalm xxxvii. 24. 

The absolute declarations and promises of scripture are ever to 
be considered as having relation to, and dependance upon the cove- 
nant of grace. Hence, whatever is asserted concerning the salva- 
tion of lost sinners, is an exhibition or display of the grace of the 
covenant by Jesus Christ. When men see not the nature of the 
coveiiant, ordered in all things and sure, they make the promises of 
the gospel as it were a mere rope of sand. Not seeing salvatioHy 
established upon the sure foundation of God*s immutable love and 
faith&lness, they make it depend on human wisdom, power, and 
goodness. Poor comfort for sensible souls. Though pride for a 
time may keep up the vain hopes of the self-righteoue> and self-delud* 
td....How long? Till they are tried by fire. 

The just man*s standing is of God*s power. His falls are from his 
awn frailty. That he is raised from his falls, is from the sovereign 
love and covenant faithfulness of his God. But, is not God able to 
keep us from falling? Doubtless his power is almighty. He can take 
away all sin and corruption out of us : and not suifer temptation from 
satan, the world and the flesh, ever to attack us. Yea, he can in- 
'Stantly change us into angelic purity. But this is not his will. The 
Lord sees it most for his glory that we should be just what we are..M 
believe his truths....live upon his promises....rely on his power from 
day to day, or it should be otherwise. All things are in being for the 
elect's sake. All things "work together for their good,"....Rom. 
viii. 28. Satan may tempt souls as he did Christ, to cast themselves 
down to prove the power of God* Carnal hearts may say, " let us 
"do evil, that good may come." Each shew what spirit they are of. 
Saints express the inward disposition of their souls by otlier language* 
Gracious works proceed from gracious hearts which are influenced 
by divine truth and everlasdng love. Saints* falls are suffered, to 
humble them for sin, wean them from their pride, self-righteous- 
ness, and self-sufficiency ; to deaden them to the love of the worluy 
and to endear Jesus more and more to them ; to teach them the 
usefulness of ordinances; to exercise their graces ; to purge out their 
dross ; to enable them to succour others with the assurance of com- 
fort and protection, which they themselves have found from our 
Saviour. So he displays the wisdom, power and faithfulness of a 
covenant-God. Thus he makes souls meet for glory, and causes them 
to long more for the heavenly inheritance. Saints may fall, and do 
fall into many things that hurt and bruise them. This is their 
shame; it causeth sorrow and grief; and excites watchfulness.^ 
But fall into hell they cannot, they shall not> because they are up- 
held by the arm of omnipotence ; and Jesus declares^ " I ^ve ^3fi&% 
them eternal /i/e*''.*«*John x* 2 8. 
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.J[fhebe the king of Israel, let him note co9ne damn from die 
cross, and we will believe him^...Matt. xxvii« 4^. • 

Our blessed Lord was not only crucified between two thieves, 
but was also^ surrounded on the cross,' and moctedKtid Prided by 
the very worst sort of thieves, the chief priests, scribcsj.'and %Merd* 
These profes^g ministers of Jehovah did their ntmoift to 'it9b '^he 
prince of life and Lord of glory of that honor which is «vep-due liitto 
him, of being our Saviour; and, like thieves and robtier^?they 
would enter his kingdom some other way. Verily he is the teng of 
all his spiritual Israel. Every subject of his love will boW to the 
i^overeignty of his grace, kiss the sceptre of his love, glory t)iily in 
his despised cross, and rejoice that Jesus rules in and relgtis over 
him. Most true, this way of salvation is contrary to the wtsdoiti of 
the flesh, the reasoningsofcomipt nature, and the pride c4^ liAoasted 
fas£-wiLi^ These, by how much the more th«y af6'As^8tedby 
human learning, are so much the more- strengthened and fortified 
gainst this self-denying truth, salvation by free-gi^ftce, thrbugh the 
eross of a despised Jesus* '^ Their wisdom and their knowledge had 
{>erverted them," says Isaiah, xlvii. 1 0, or they would Hot lia^ «aid, 
" Let him wow come^ and we w^ll believe.'* Poor proud dr^atures i 
f REE-WILL is ever the same. Where it reigns it alWayB* traits the 
creature and opposes the sovereignty of God; It prescribes methods 
of conviction. It refuses to submit to those of incite w4sd6mi 
Through a life of thirty years, Jesus had affdrded tlMHn the fullest 
<^onviGtion of their senses, and they believed not on him ; neither 
would their hearts have been persuaded though he had come dowrr 
from the cross ; yea, though he actually did rise again from the dead^ 
still they resisted the fullest evidence; liierefore they i*^ncdned 
inexcusable. .*."'• 

. Outward miracles and wonders may surprize the' senses, but can-* 
not work saving^ faith in. the heart. Pride ever i*eigns in nnrcgcnc- 
rate hearts, and nothing but sovereign grace ckn subdue it.- Ereti iii 
hell the notion of free-will prevails. « Nay, but" said Dives, <* if ymi^ 
went to them from the dead, they will repent."....Luke xvf. 36i * 
Humble souls are thankful for tht gift of precious faith in a precioiisf 
Christ* T bey know it is not of themselves that they believe. There- 
fore th^y adore and love " the author and finisher of feith,** and 
own it is given of dfistinguishing love and sovereign grace. Thus aH 
glorying in the flesh is out off* By faith we glory in the truth and 
rejoice in. Jesus <mly# ^' It is not of him who willeth.'\...Rom. ix 1 6. 

Subdue the pride of my free wilU While others tempt, and a&k a sigOy 

By thy free grace, my Lord; In order to believe; 

Stren^henmy faith, confirm myiiope. May I rejoice to know thy truth, 
' Ja thiac iwenriAg woid. JindLoa^ truth tofive; M. ' 
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-To them thai are sanctified by God the Father; and pre-^ 
served in Jesus Christ , and called: mercy unto you, and 
peace, and lave be multiplied.... Jude, ver. 1, 2. 

0«v, frequently meets with poor trembling souls, just enlighten^ 
ed .by tlie Spirit to see their misery , feel their wretchedness as simiers^ 
and who flee to Christ for hope; yet their poor hearts are greatly 
/distressed with fear, lest they should not be sanctified) but perish 
in their sins, and so never obtain the end of their &ith, the salvation 
of ^eir souls. But that is impossible. They do not at present see 
the glorious order of the covenant ; nor consider the certain security 
of all who are effectually called by the word and Spirit to the know- 
ledge of Christ. For this is a consequence of their being sanctified, 
separated or set apart by God the Father, as the objects of his 
/everlasting love. . As God loves them as his jewels, he is careful to 
preserve th^m. He well knew and clearly foresaw the miserable 
^ects sin wojild bring on them, therefore he chose them in Christ 
Xesus. He cofiunitted them into his bands. They are preserved 
safe and secure ; not from frilling into sin ; for they are in themselves 
sinners; by nature ^^ children of wrath even as others." And to 
their after shame and sorrow, many of them run dreadful lengths 
in sip before their conversion. Some like Saul, are mad against 
Jesua, the way of salvation by him, and holiness by his Spirit* 
But stiUf as with the people of old, God bears with their manners. 
.The long«suffering of the Lord is their salvation. He is not willing 
that any one of them should perish. All of them are called to 
.vepeiitance ; and to know the preciousness of Jesus, in whom they 
are preserved* 

Disciple of Jesus, canst thou not look back on thy past life, and 
see thy many, many narrow escapes from death? How many dan- 
gera ha^t thou been delivered from ; yea, when only one hair's 
brqadth seemed betweeathee and eternity ! O, hadst thou died in thy 
unregenerate state of sin and unbelief, how couldst thou have escap- 
ed the damnation of belli But impossible this. Thou wast pre- 
jierved in Qhrist Jesus, therefore every snare of death has been 
broken. Thou wast immortal till the Spirit called thee. Think 
of this and be humbled. Reflect on the love of thy God ; rejoice, 
and give him all the glory. Thou hast not only been preserved 
fit>pi death and hell, but art called to life and salvation by Jesus. 
His lifo is t^y righteousness, his blood is thy redemption, his inter* 
cession thy salvation. And what awaits thee now? Mercy from 
God the Father, peace in Christ Jesus, love from the blessed Spirit. 
Such,^' such is the happy portion of all the called. May this be 
multiplied more and more upon thee day by day! Such is the 
doctrine, such the prayer oi Jude, the servant of J««X!l*&^ \rcA&^^^ 
in^ptrationof the Holy Spirit of truth. . ** As^Vij asA'^^iJtaSXx^w::'^^ 
that your joy may be fuIJ."....John xvi. 24* 
VOL0 L W w 
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Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom,. ..Luke xii. 82. 

Whe^ poor sinnei's are converted to Jesus, they become little 
in their own eyes, and they see but few comparatively who follow 
the Lamb. Their former friends turn their enemies. Thelt* former 
hopes are cut off. They know their own strength to be perfetit 
weakness; and they feel the burden of a body of sin and death. 
Hence their poor hearts are often exercised with anxious cares and 
distressing fears. Their Saviour knows this ; therefore he speatks 
to them in love, forbids their fears, and administers the most reviving 
draught of consolation. 

Ye children, consider your dignity as adopted sons of God. Call 
to mind your honorable state, heirs of a kingdom, heirs of God the 
King of kings, and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ your elder brother. 
Though at present ye are in a state of exile. The world knows 
you not. Your kindred afler the flesh despise ybu* Carnal profess- 
sors revile and persecute you. Satan is enraged to tempt and act^se 
you. Yea, and your worst foes are most nearly allied to you ; the 
fiesh, with its corruptions and lusts, sin and unbelief. Yet, saith 
the head, in glory, to his conflicting members on earth, "Fear not." 
-Why ? what consideration can dispel the anxious fears, and alleviate 
the distressing doubts of drooping disciples? Verily the good- 
pleasure of their Father : the eternal purposes of his grace : the 
immutable designs of his love. A kingdom is prepared for you. 
Earth, with all its power: sin, with all its malignity: hell, with all 
its rage and malice, shall never deprive you of youi* Father's patri- 
mony. O disciple ! how does this heighten the mercy and secure 
the inheritance? It is a free gift, by JesUs Christ. Poor soul, 
thou art fearing about thy interest in and title to the kingdoni 6f 
glory. Verily, thou canst find nothing in thyself, to give thee a 
right thereto. But thy Saviour plainly assures thee, it is of "thy 
Father's good pleasure." What power can avert that? Hast thou ah 
heart' to seek the kingdom? Dost thou believe in, and follow the 
Lamb? Dost thou see somewhat in Jesus, which attracts thy affec- 
tions ? Is the desire of thy soul after him, and to the remembrance 
of his name? Then hath the glory of the kingdom, by the Spirit, 
shined upon thine heart. No marvel sin is thy grief and burden, 
while Jesus is the delight and hope of thy soul. May it suffice to 
quiet and still thy mind, that the Father's gift is sure. And so is 
the way also; it is by Jesus. And "through much tribulation thdu 
(and all the heirs) must enter into the kingdom. "....Acts xir* 22.' 

One of thy little flock, my Lord, Ah ! Sa^viour, speak away thete i^n^v^ 

I*m call'd to follow thee : From my poor doubting brei^t : 

But fears prevail and say that I, Assure me, 'tis thy Father's Will, 

Shaii ne'er thy kingdom &ee. That I in thee am blest. . M. 
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Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy potvevy in the 
beauties of holiness from ihezvomb of the morning: thou 
hast tjie dezv of thy youth. ...Psalm ex. 3. 

When sovereign grace reacheth the heart, it casts out that 
ton of the bond-woman, natural free-will. This had long usurped 
the throne, and subjected thq poor sinner to nothing but pride and 
evil. Yet all the while the sinner vainly boasted of his liberty ; 
tjbiough he was a servile slave to the worst of drudgery. Free in- 
deed to do evil; but to do good without power. Such is the natxnral 
will of every sinner, that it is as averse to turn to Jesus as the 
will of the devil is. But because of the free-will offering of Jesutf 
his members aye made willing, by the Spirit, to come to him as 
their only hope. To him they bring free-will offerings, with holy 
worship. Thus Jehovah the Father speaks to the Son of his love^ 
ajDd giv^s a glorious display of the effects of everlasting election and 
covenant love, under the energy of the divine Spirit. See, believer^ 
behold* and adore the equal love of the glorious trii^ity. Is thy 
WILL towards Jesus? is the language of thy heart none but Jesus^ 
all other saviours I disclaim? Verily, where this will is g^ven by 
the Spirit in a day of power, the affections are attracted to Jesus in 
the 'beauties of holiness. Dost thou not choose the sceptre of his 
love to rule oyer thee as well as the atonement of his blood to ob- 
tain thy pardon? These are inseparable. Let no soul deceive him- 
self. Every believer is washed in the blood of Jesus, and made a 
priest unle God. As the high-priest under the law ^ put on the 
breast-plate of judgement; the urim and thummim,*' Exod.xxviii. SO, 
so every anointed one is endued with light and perfection.... 
The light of the knowledge of Jesijs, and the perfection of grace 
f^hich dwells in him, is communicated to . his members. Hence in 
the exercise of faith, their souls obey willingly, serve cheerfully, 
and delight in Jesus continually. This is a soul-affecting considera- 
tion : all is of grace. Conceived in the womb of the morning of eter- 
nity, and its rich profusion freely poured forth in time, like tlie 
pearly dew upon the vegetable creation, produces its verdure, re- 
freshment, and fruits. 

So, disciple, all thy mercies come from above. Freely thou 
hast received an understanding to know, a will to choose, and affec- 
tions to cleave unto Jesus : ^^ Render therefore unto Cssar the things 
that are Caesar's." Do thou take all the shame of thy sinful, free-^ 
will and nature-state to thyself, and be humbled : ^' But unto God 
the things that are God's." By his grace " I am what I am," should 
be thy daily confession ; and this the sweet exercise of thy grateful 
heatt, to glory in the Lord alone, and devote thyself to his service. 
^^Ye are not your own«"«*t.l Cor. vi. 19. 
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Ye are nottfour awriy ye are bought with a price....! Cari 
vi. 19, 20. ' 

O, HOW dear is every believer to God the Father, to Jesus the 

Si&viour, and to the Spirit the comforter? Each divine persim claims 

propriety in them* The Father by election: the Son by rcdemp* 

tion: the Holy Spirit by inhabitation. How shonld this, 'O 4oulf 

eall forth love, excite gratitude, inflame with affection, snd quicken 

thee to glorify thy Lord! C<»sider daily, thou an not thine own; 

but a ransomed captive of Jesus* Refkct on the price Jesus paid for 

tiiy redemption. Thou- art bought with bloodt* with blood divine: 

"blood, spilt on the accursed tree, in direful agony and shameful 

death, was the price of thy purchase. So thy Sariottr bomg^t 

thee, at the hands of justice. He pud the utmost farthing of thy 

debt to law. He redeemed thee from the power ef satari; and 

miatched thee tis a brand from the jaws of death and hell. And 

canst thou ever think thy redeeming Lord will leave the purchase 

of his blood to be the prey of the devil? After he hath bought^hee 

at such an inestimable price, will he not claim thee tis his own, and 

Iwingthee safe to g!ory ? O, beware of indulging unbelief 1 Listen 

not to the su^estions of satan, nor to the voice of fidse teachers. 

Fly every thought which impeaches thy Lord's love, wisdom or 

' power. Consider, thou art thy Lord's freeman. As a ckiiste virgin 

thou art espoused to Jesus ; in fiedth hast plighted thy troth ; hast 

voluntarily given thyself, hand and heart, to be thy Lord's. What 

then is thy duty ? what infinite obligations art thou under to forsake 

all other lovers, and to cleave to thy Lord alone, with full purpose 

of heart ! Dost thou believe thy vile body shall shortly be sown in 

the silent grave ? and-tkat it shall certainly be raised a glorious body 

like unto thf SatioUi^'is ? How much doth it concern thee to devote 

that body to his Service and glory <m> earth, which shall rdgn with 

Jesus in heaven ! Is thy body the temple of the Holy Ghost f Canst 

thou reflect on its dignity, and debase and pollute it witli filthy lusts? 

God forbid ! Doth thy spirit enjoy sweet fellowship with the Father 

&nd his Son Jesus ? Doth the Spirit itself bear ^vntness VHh thy spirit, 

that thou art a child of God? Where is thy love to the truth as it is 

in Jesus? Where is thy zeal for his causie and interest^ Remember 

whose thou art. Be concerned to live up to thy prtvilcgfc attd dignity. 

Be etfmfcst in prayer for power to 6bey the bblrgalions irhich 

infinite and eteriiallove hath laid thcc^ uhder. ** Glorify thy Lord in 

thy body and in thy sprit which ire hii.'* ' 

• ■• • • ...■-.. ..•■••■••.: ., 

What shall we pay th' sternal Scat j Oar «vtr1^in^)p«e i« due. 
TYiZX left the heay'n of kis abod^ To him that jransom'd sinners lost^ 
And to this wretched eaWh'ckihe down' Aiid pity^d^ rebels wheti he^kA^W' '' 
Toiirii^iMwand'renbackioGodl Tbie vast «apote«4iis love 
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jlnd that, hwzving the time, that now it is high time to 
azvake out of sleep: for noxv is our salvation nearer 
than when ice believed,... Rom. xiii. 1 1. 

It is 'an- affecting case^ but a real truths that wise "drgiDS are 
apt to slumber and sleep as well as the foolish. Through the presr 
9ures ^f a body of sin and death, and the opiates of worldly ease and 
self-indulgence) they sometimes fall into a drowsy state, and a sleepy 
frame of souK Hence, they lose their former delight in religious 
thilies and spiritual exercises. Their love to God and their brethren 
in Christ -grows cold j their zeal for the glory of Jesus and his pre* 
cious ti»Jths declinje. The enemy- takes great advantages against 
thensf and- would triumph in their entire destruction. But that can 
never be, for the Lord prevents it. "He that keepeth Israel neither 
slumbers nor sleeps.'' Will the loving father suffer his dear children 
to sleep in their beds till devoured by raging flames? If we being 
evil, have such love for our children, how infinitely, greater is the 
love of our heavenly Father ? Therefore he alarms souls and awa« 
ken» them to duty and watchfulness. 

. Thus- Raul, his faithful watchman, lifts up Us voice of wamingt 
cries the hour, and reproves disciples as acting unbecoming. It 
being both unreasonable and unseasonable for them W[ho know the 
time of day to indulge sloth and heaviness. It is high time to awake 
out of sleeps Come, christian, look around thee, look up. The 
Saviour reigns. It is broad day. See the sun shining. Nay it is 
in its meridian. And thou art just got to thy journey's end* Just 
in sight of thy Father's house. Thy Lord is coming to meet thee. 
What ! wilt thou sleep on and tak^ thy rest ? The Spirit speaks to 
tfbee in this word, "Now is- thy salvation nearer than when thou first 
believed." The Lord is at hand. " Let thy .moderation, in care 
after the things 4>f this world, be known unto all men.'* What art 
thou grasping sb much qf perishing things for? Thou canst not 
hold them, long* Off hands, before death makes thee quit thy hold. 
Think what thou art 9piritually bom for, called to, and art just-go- 
ing to take possession of. ■ Verily, if thy soul is broad awake, thou 
seest things- as they really are. Timk, with all its toys and plea- 
sures, how shorti ETEaNiTY, with all its rich glories and inestijnar 
ble blessings, how long \ Jesus, with all his endearing anriiableness, 
in his .adorable person, precious offices, blessed promises, and glori- 
ous work and finished salvation for the^ as the .best object of all. thy 
hope, love, peace, and joy. . For ahame, sleep not when the delight- 
ful presence and heavenly fellowship of such a friend may be 
enjoyed. If thou hast tost the sensie of this hf kleep, O resolve 
with the church, "I will give no slc^p to mine eyes) until I find the 
Lord>"«.«J*8al9i cxxxii. 4, 5« . . . .i 
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Watch ycy standfast in the faiths quit you like men^ be 
strong....! Cor. xvi. 13. 

Believers in the Lord Jesus now partake of an everlasting 
talvatidn* No enemy can deprive them of the full enjoyment of it 
in glory ; because " they are kept by the mighty power of God." 
]$ut we are daily to consider^ it is ^^ through faith/*«...l Pet.i.5. 
Do we believe in the atonement of Jesus' blood ; do we rely on the 
perfection of his righteousness? Why so? Because the word of the 
{jord is thib warrant for our faith. Hence^ O soul^ the exhortations 
from the same word to duty are equally binding cm thy belief and 
practice. The same Lord who has saved us from our enemies, calls 
UB to watch against them. Jesus, who is gone to prepare a place for 
Hs in glory, directs us how to demean ourselves in the way to - it. 
Shall the.christian soldier neglect the command of the captain of his 
aalvatioUf when the glory of God and the peace and comfort of his 
o«^ soul -are equally concerned ? Surely not. 
• Through watchfulness many evils are prevented, many blessingpi 
enjoyed. When a christian is off his guard, or asleep when he 
aboilld watch, how is he exposed to the attacks and temptations of 
the enemy ! It is for our good that the Lord commands it as our 
duty. It is through his power that hereby the good soldier of Jesus 
Christ is enabled to stand fast in the profession, power and comfort 
9f faith. It was Paul's joy in the views of death, that he had ^^kept 
the faith,"...«3 Tim. iv. 7. Would we enjoy the same comfort ? Strive 
in the strength of the Lord to firflow his example. Check the risings 
of unbelief. Oppose the working^ of carnal reason. Resist sted- 
iastly in the hith the subtle devices of satan. This is your duty and 
wisdom. So shall we quit ourselves like men of valour and courage : 
like victorious saints of old, ^' who overcame every enemy through 
the blood of the Lamb." Droop not, O believer, thy strength is the 
Lord's omnipotence. Lift up-thy head with boldness, thine enemies 
are vanquished by thy conquering Jesus. Be strong.. Look off thy*- 
self. Look to the strong for strength. Look unto Jesus, continu- 
ajiy. Rely only on the power of his might hourly. His arm is not 
shortened. The reliance of fiedth engages his power. The cry of 
fidth obtaihs victory. There is an open and effectual door by which 
thou shalt enter into glory ; but thou must fight thy way through. 
Consider daily this is our motto, ^^ More than conquerors through. 
Jesus who hath loved us."....Rom. viii.'ST. 

Dear Lord, my thankful heart receives I am my love's, and he is mine, [jorn ; 
The hope thine invitation gives: Our hearts, onr hopes, our passions 

To thee my joyfal lips shall raise Nor let a motion, or a word, 

The voice of prayer, the voice of praise. Nor thought arise to grieve my Lordt 
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■ 

Blessed are the pure in hearty for they shall see God..i. 
Matt. V. 8. 

Every institution of purification under the law referred to 
Jesus, the purifier of his people. Old-Testament saints received 
inward purity of heart from the same fountain, Jesus \ and through 
the same means, faith in him. Without this inward purity of 
heart, '^without holiness, no man ever did or ever shall see the 
Lord;" When Jesus comes to his temple, even the hearts of his 
people, he ''sits as a refiner and purifier." Sinners are the objects 
of liis love. Sin is the accursed thing his soul hates. From this he 
purifies them. In purity and holiness his soul delights : with this 
he blesses his disciples. He then pronounces them blessed. He 
tells them wherein their happiness consists : blessed are you, whose 
hearts are pure: blessed are your eyes, for they shall see God« 

•' Who tan bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? Not one" of 
fallen Adam's race-.*.Job. xiv. 4. Such power belongs to God only* 
Man contributes nothing hereto. But man, every believing, rege- 
Iterate man, is the blessed subject of purity and holiness of bearU 
He has no hand in purifying his heart. No glory is due to him» 
But holy, blessed effects flow from it, to God his Saviour's glory, to 
his present felicity, and to his eternal comfort and joy* To Xhf 
shame disciple, thou knowest, being a child of an apostate, sinful 
parent, naturally only sin was the delight of thine heart. It is thy 
present blessedness to be a child of the holy God, a member of the 
holy Jesus, a subject of the holy . Spirit's new creating influence» 
and a partaker of holy faith. 

Hence it is natural to thy holy, new-bom heart, to love holinessy 
as agreeable to the perfections of thy God and Saviour, and as it is 
suitable to thy present state of blessedness in Christ Jesus* Whence 
tliose sighs and sorrows at finding the Canaanites still in the land? 
Whence those groans and prayers because siii dwelleth in the flesh I 
Whence those importunate cries and longing requests to Jesus for 
total victory and perfect fireedom from this troublesome inmate^ 
Whence that holy joy and sweet complacency in bringing forth '' the 
fruits of holiness?" These are indubitable evidences that thou art 
united to a holy Jesus, that thy heart is purified by faith, that thou 
hast a heart cleansed from all sin by Chiist's blood. A new heart 
and right Spirit are put within thee. Thou dost see God in Christ 
NOW as thy covenant-God. Thou hast received covenant blessing^ 
from him* Rejoice in him. Shortly, thou shalt see him and enjoy 
him to all eternity in his kingdom and glory, 

Biess'd are the men of broken heart, Bless'd are the pure, who^^hearts ar« 
Who mourn for sin with inward smart : From the defiling pow'rs of sin ; [cleanj 
The blood of Christ divinely flows, With endless pleasure they ahalL SA.«« 
A healing balm for all their woes. A. God o£ «^Qt\^^^ '^>o^t^ « 
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Mighteausiiess dcUvereth from death... .Prov. xi. 4. 

When a poor sinner is brought to judge of himself according to 
the word of truth, then is he truly wise. When he sees the exceed- 
ing sinfulness of aiui he is humblpd before the Lord. When he con- 
siders ^'the wages of sin is death»" he fears and trembles. But 
when he is enabled to believe he is righteous in the sight of (>od, 
then he is truly happy* His soul rejoiceth, because his eyes, have 
seen the salvation of God ; and he hath found a righteousness that 
delivers from death. It is never well with the soul, but when in 
aimplicity and godly sincerity, it forms its judgment of sin and righ- 
teousness from the word of the Lord. For carnal reason and fleshly 
:vi8dom pervert and. draw it aside from the truth as it is in Jesus. 
Sin is a transgression of the law, which is holy, just, and good. 
^ Death has passed upon all men." Verily tlien I am a cursed sin- 
ner, and have need to cry daily, ^' God ,bc merciful to me I" Lord, 
deliver my soul from death I What, is righteousness, but a pei^ect 
obedience to the law of God? I have no righteousness in myself. 

' I have sinned. A sinner righteous in himself is a contradiction 
IB terms. 

But here is our mercy ; as by man sin entered into the world, and 
death as the curse of sin : so by man came righteousness ; and as a 
blessing of it, deliverance from death. Where can we turn our eyes ? 
tp whom can we look for this righteousness, this blessing, this de- 
Uveituice ? To the man. Mediator, surety, and representative of his 
people, j£sus, ovly. He is emphatically styled ^^ the righteous,".... 
1 Johnii. 1. This is the comfortable testimony the Spirit of truth bears 
pf lesus, '*' He was made to be. sin for us who knew no sin, that we 
(who have no righteousness in ourselves) might be made the righte- 
ousness of God IN HiM.".«..2 Cor. v. 31. ,So the righteous Jehovah, 
wholoveth righteouaness, and whose countepance beholds the thing 
that is just, is well pleased with the members of Jesus: for they 
arc clothed with his righteousness. The Lord laid their sins upon 
Jesus. The Lord imputes the righteousness of Jesus to them 
without any works .of theirs. So he delivers them from deserved 
death ; so he justices them in righteousn«sss unto eternal life : , every 
believer is as perfectly righteous ik Christ as if he had .never 
sinned. Here is thy happiness, O believer 1 it is thy., joyful privi-* 
lege tluis to judge of thyself. . To live in this vijcw x>f thyself is 
agreeable to the truth of God's word: it is witnessed to thy soul 
by the comforter, through faith. This makes the soul joyiiil in 

'truth. This animates to all holy obedience in love* Thi^ . giyes 
confidence in prayer, comfort in life, deliverance from death, and 
boldness, at the awful bar of judgment. Thus '^ grace reign^i 

through righteousness unto eXt&m^l U&) by Jesus Christ our Lord«"4..« 
Rom r. 2U * - 
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Ijel the peace (if God ride in your hearts ^ to ichichye are 
^ called in one bodyj and be ye ihanl{fuL.,..Col. iii. 15. 

' Every -exhortation in the word of grace implies a contrary dis- 
X>osition in the fallen nature of saints* Because thou hast turbulendf 
and disorder in thy flesh, therefore art thou, believer, called upon 
by the word, to oppose it in the grace of the Spirit. Here is thy 
daily exercise. We shall surely meet with many things from within 
and without, which arc contrary to the peace of our minds, and the 
comfort of our hearts. Thou, O man of God, art to flee these 
things i watch against them ; pray for victory over them. Thou 
hast the most powerful excitements hereto. Jesus hath made peace 
by the blood of his cross. Every disciple is called to the knowledge 
and enjoyment of it through faith. Called to be of that one body 
whereof Jesus is the head. Hence the hand- writing of the law of 
accusation is cancelled in the mind ; sin is dethroned in the heart; 
the clamours of conscience silenced ; and sweet peace with God in- 
wardly felt. Dost thou, soul, possess this happy state ? What then 
shall be the umpire? What the determining rule of thy conduct ? 
Live by the word of truth on the prince of peace ; so shall thy out- 
ward actions be governed right. 

pBACE with God is the fruit of everlasting love. Its root was 
planted in the eternal counsel; it blossoms and bears fruit in the 
life and death of Jesus ; and poor sinners reap the sweet, heartfelt 
sense of it by faith* Nothing can destroy this heavenly plant ; but 
many things may cause it to droop and wither in sense and experi- 
ence. Let thq peace of God rule. Hence it is plain thou art ex- 
posed to many things which may prevent its ruling ; those are to 
be guarded against. While the peace of God rears its head, and 
rules in the heart, its natural influence is to follow peace with all 
met)* Yea^ the peaceful soul embraces every member of the prince 
of peace in the open arms of faith and love. And canst thou barter 
the enjoynient of this rich gem of thy Redeemer's crown, for the 
gratiflcations of unbridled passion, unchristian resentment, undue 
revenge against thy brother? Hath thy Lord dealt so with thee? 
Has this been the rule of the meek Lamb's conduct ? Thouknowest 
otherwise. " Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves/* Yes : avenge 
thyself on the enemy of thy peace. O disciple, thy pride is the 
eause of anger and passion. Here fix all thy indignation. Against 
this beflred with a holy resentment. A sense of anger villhindef 
thy prayers. Resentment will shut up thy spirit against gratitude 
and thankfulness to thy God. O, offer up this sweet sacrifice conti- 
nually from thy heart. Beware lest the smoke of pride and corriip- 
tiotis cloud thy mind, and darken thy soul* Be humble. Humility 
is the ground of gratitude. •. .^'Remember thy callm^n 9S^ ^x»sS;:| xai 
walk worthy of it. "....Ephes* iv« I. 
VpL. L X X. 
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And Mary halh chosen that good part, tvhick shall not be 
taken away from her. ...Luke x. 42. 

What the Lord said of Aaron's rod, is true of the hearts of all 
his elect : ^< The man's rod, whom I shall choose, shall blossom."...* 
Numb. xvii. 5. To see a dead withered stick, cut off from the root, 
bring forth blossoms, is a miracle in nature. So when the soul o^ 
a once dead sinner shoots forth the blossoms of affection to^ and 
chooses Jesus as its portion and happiness, and brings forth fruits of 
holiness; this is a miracle of grace. 

The love of Jesus to his people was not only conceived in his heart 
from eternity, but was manifested in his life and death in time. 
So when our hearts are made acquainted with the love of Jesus, it 
cannot be hid. When Jesus is chosen as our treasure, our affec- 
tions cleave to him, we follow him; our delight is to hear his voice, 
to sit at his feet, and attend upon the gracious words which drop 
from his lips. Blessed be his name, he indulges his x>eople now 
with spiritual, real communion with him ; though we enjoy not his 
bodily presence. This is our heaven upon earth. But it differs from 
the heaven of glory in this; because here are many things that in- 
terrupt our constant enjoyment of Jesus....satan envies it....the flesh 
lUsteth against it....the world, with its profits and pleasures, tends to 
allure us from it. And indeed the poor heart is oft times ready to 
fear it shall lose Jesus' grace and salvation. Though, like Mary, 
the soul hath chosen the good part in time, yet it sometimes doubts 
of the enjoyment of its portion in a blissful eternity. But that is im- 
possible ; because Jesus is God, uid it is impossible for God to lie* 
But had hot Martha also a part in this one thing needful ? Doubtless. 
But still she was ever careful, and too much cumbered about other 
things.' This our Lord reproves* The same grace which was 
effectual in "Maiy's heart, influences the heart of every disciple to the 
same choice; therefore what Jesus said to her in the days of the 
flesh, is wrote by his Spirit for our consolation and establishment in 
faith and love* Mary (Usplayed the greatness of her soul in being 
satisfied with no object short of Jesus, and the humility of her heart 
in sitting at his feet. Poor doubting, fearing believer, thy choice 
of Jesus is the effect of God's choosing thee in Jesus ; therefore thy 
good part, thy happy choice, shall nevier be taken from thee; but 
thou shall soon hear the voice of thy beloved, saying, ^^Conae up 
hither." '^ Where I am there shall my servants be. If any maa 
serve me, him will my Father honor*"*.* John xli* 36. 

Thus saith tbe viidom of the Lord, The soal Aat ^eeks me shall ohtatii 
Bless'd i» the ibjmi thitt heiurs ray word ; Immortal wealth and heav'nly gun i 
Keeps daily watch before my satcs^ Immortal life is his reward, 
Aad At iny feet for mercy waits. W\vi« veA irn^t of Ids LcnrA. 
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Truly purfeUomhip is with the Father, and with his San 
Jesus Christ. ..,1 John i. 3. 

The prophet askt, << cannot two walk together, except they be 
Agreed ?*'•••• Amos iii* 3. No* There can be no sweet communion, 
no comfortable fellowship between God and man, except they be 
agreed. See then, O soul, this fellowship is enjoyed by &ith : for by 
faith we are brought into agreement with God* Consider, how the 
glorious THi^xE concur to make our souls thus happy. It pleased 
'God the Father, that all fulness should dwell in his Son. He deter- 
mined to display all his grace and glory in the man Jesus, for the 
«inner*s salvation....Hence be saith to us, <^This is my beloved Son, 
in whom lam well pleased, hear ye him." But we are averse to'ag^ree 
with God and to hear Jesus. We had rather have fellowship vrith the 
unfruitful works of darkness, and that the devil should rule over us ; 
than that Jesus should have the whole glory of saving us by his grace. 
But the dear Spirit loves us with equally the same love as the Father 
and the Son doth. He takes the scales of ignorance from our eyes, 
and the veil of unbelief from our hearts; then we fall in love with 
Jesus' precious person. He convinces us of our sin and misery. O, 
then we gladly hear and joyfully receive Jesus to be our Saviour* 
Then we come to the exact point where the Father meets us and 
embraces us, even in his Son Jesus. He saith to us, O my blessed 
sons! All I have is yours. We say to him, O our loving Father! 
All we are is thine. And just as children of one &mily have sweet 
communion, loving intercourse, and agreeable fellowship with each 
other, and with their common parents ; so have we with our hea» 
venly Father, and our dear brother, Jesus, in our spirits. Hi 
speaks to us ; we hear and obey. We pray to him ; he hears and 
answers. We have fellowship in the Father's everlasting love; iii 
the Son's everlasting righteousness, atonement, salvation, and in* 
tercession, through the Spirit's everiasting consolation. O, what 
astonishing grace ! O, what wander of love is this 1 Sinners of a mor- 
tal race enjoy close fellowship and intimate communion with the 
high and lofty one who inhabits eternity. This is our highest feli* 
city below. Here we admire, adore, and love. Angels behold with 
wonder and joy our conversion to it. But this fills with envy and 
fires with rage, the infernal spirits. They hate the truth, and 
oppose our knowledge and enjoyment of it. Though satan is not 
acqutdnted with our sweet fellowship, yet he sees we are not delight- 
ed to have fellowship with him in unfruitful works of darkness. 
Hence he is our adversary. And all the world, who are under hia 
influence, he stira up with impfecable enmity agamstua. But what 
of all this ! Faith it our victory. Atfd as this fellowship h begun 
in faith; so the holy S{Hrit will: maintain it in the souT by faith V^^ 
low, till we come to the fullest en\oymtTv\. o? Ci»^ wSJ ^Jwfc*'V«x«^ 
above^ 
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That we might have strong 'Consolation, who hate fled feUf" 
refuge, to lay hold on the hope set before us.,,.Heb. y\A 8. 

• Man w equally &Hen from God uriththe devil. THerc is only 
this difference between them^ sovereign grace jMroyideslwpe for mei^ 
and not for devils* - Jtsns is the only hope for lost sinners. To 
him the heirs of promise flee. . In 4iim they And a refuge ^from every 
dapger. - Like the man-alaycr tinder the law, who was in "danger of 
dfsath on every side, and no wayof ^safety but in the city of refugey 
.which Ood ^ppoi^ted for him.' Here hi» life was safe. The lawof 
God was his pirotection. No one durst take vengeance on him* 
Such was* God's provision for him. ^ Infinitely superior are the set- 
tlements of grace. The salvation of the soulv with eternal life and 
glory are for ever secured to us by God's immutaUe counsel, his 
inviolable promise8»...^ea more, God: has pledged himself ; he hath 
confirmed all by his oath* O9 the cursed nature of unbelief.! It 
makes the God of truth a liar: it would prove the God of ia^hfol- 
ness perjured. O, the devilish nature of pride ! It would: shai^ in the 
glory of salvation ; it disowns our danrned state ; and therefore denies 
the sovereignty of grace. Pride rises' mto wfath at distinguishing 
graces that God should bestow his fiivor upon whom he jrfeaseth^ 
which he owes to no one. For who hath deserved his grace ?' Gloiy 
to the rich grace of our God, "a- present refuge, a present hope are 
freely set before us ; and strong consolation enjoyed by us kow. 

•Are the eyes of our understanding enlightened to see Jesuis, the 
hope of our calling? the insufficiency of every other hi>pe? Have 
we fled from every refiige of lies to Jesus, and laid hold on him by 
faith as our only hope? This is by the gricc' of the holy- Spirit; 
He is our comforter. He administers strong consolatiohto ouf> souls 
from Jesus. The '^immiitability of God's counsel; and the cdtifiN 
mation of his oath" center in j£sus* See thy distingoishihg grace^ 
O believer, and rejoice. Not only safe, but happy ; not only secure; 
but joyful. This is grace upon graces Not only glory in reversion; 
but grace in possession. .You see your calling,' brethren; '■ and the 
riches of your inheritance with all saints. These-are'your strong 
holds, ye prisonets of hope* Thou^ imprisoned in a body, of ^ 
and death; exposed to unbelieving doubts and fears pliable to : sore 
trials iind conflicts with your adversary, 8atai> ; yet ever consider this( 
nothing but consolation, strong consolation awaits you in Christ 
Jesus* He is your constant refuge, your only hope :^ Abide in 
me," saith the Lamb. He would have us be simple of heart; so 
shall we be joyful in Spirit. For verily, if we look to any othei^ 
object but Jesusi. we shall smart for it. Wc can draw comfort front 
no other. Jn Jesus, we can triumph with joy ; and challenge .with 
con&idcBct. ^^ who sh^llay any thing to the charge of GodcS:elect."..«». 



DECEMBER 22. 56d 

Thenall the disciples forsook him andJled„..MaU.xxv\, 56. 

On reading this, who can refrain from crying out, " I^ord, what 
is man!" What danger am I in! Lord, keep me! What ai^'ful 
effects have a fit of fear and a frame of unbelief produced? Here " 
was the beioved disciple John, who lay in the bosom of Jesus; the 
courageous Pet£>Rv who was to die with him ; the ambitious James^ ^ 
who^equested to sit at his right hand in his kingdom ; with cyery« 
One of the other disciples, forsaking and flying from innocence in 
distress. The shepherd wais seized, and the affrighted sheep were 
instantly scattered. Provoking ingratitude! Dost thou think, O my 
soul, thou wouldst have acted one whit better? Verily, if so thou art 
vain.^ Now if Jesus had chosen them, and continued to love them, 
on condition of their faithful cpnduct towards him, this single 
instance was sufficient to turn his love to hatred, his election of them 
into reprobation, and casting them off for ever. 
■ What then becomes of terms and conditions of salvation ? The 
AotioB eclipses God's glory ; feeds pride ; shackles the faith of sin- 
ners* If our dear Saviour was to judge of and determine the state 
of his disciples from their outward conduct as we too, too oft do by 
ourselves, might he not reason thus concerning them? '^What 
treachery and deceit have I met with from these wretches! While 
in my greatest agonies, they were destitute of the least sympathizing 
spirit : they indulged sleep, instead of granting one friendly requestf 
to watch with me one hour: though thrice awaked by me, yet they 
shewed no regard for me. At supper they all promised to go to- 
prison and death with me. Here is one rash fellow hath cut 
off an ear ; and now, upon the very first sight of danger, as though 
they had all combined together, they are all Red from me; and 
sooni the most daring-of them all will with horrid oaths and cursea 
deny that he knows me." Might we not expect to hear our Lord's 
sentence, ^^Cut them asunder, and divide tliem their portion with 
hypocrites?" It must be so, if salvation rested upon terms and con- ' 
ditions. But no; grace reigns; not for days and years, but to 
eternal life. Astonishing as their ingratitude, highly provoking as 
their conduct was to Jesus, yet more astonishing his love, and higher 
his mercy surmounts than all their offences. Hence, amazing to 
read, the very first message Christ sends is full of love and 
fraught with affection. " Love covers a multitude of sins." Not one ' 
word of upbraiding ; but, " Go and tell my brethren," &c. Surely, 
O Jesu, never was love like thine4 What! brethren still? Yes; the . 
bond of union, the dear relation ever subsists ; nor sin^ nor death> 
nor hell, shall ever destroy it. But, O christian, under a sense of ^ 
base ingratitude to, and forsaking of Jesus, what wounds so deep 
as love ^ What humiliation, what repentings does love kindle in the ' 
heart? "GpdJy sorrow worketh repentance Xo ^^^%SAfttk4^%%%A^«t% 
viu 10m -^-^ 



370 DECEMBER 25. 

Charity shall cover the muliilude of sins.... I Pet. iv. 8. _ 

. Many siniierB have and io awfully deceive their .poor 40qU. by 
^ sad peryerslon of these words. For they suppose that being; chari- 
table to the poor will cover the multitude of their sins from the sight 
of a holy, sin-avenging God. O fatal mistake! Hence they are 
encouraged in their sinful practices, from such a vain^ tmscripturat 
notion. It is thy mercy, believer, to be delivered from -such deW 
sion, by the truth as it is in Jesus. For to atone for sin wai^his 
hlessed work. He hath done it effectually by shedding" his preidoiis 
blood. And every believer in Jesus is the only blessed man, whose 
sins are covered by his all-perfect righteousness. Here is the true' 
source and spring of charity, or rather love, love to God and naan. 
**We love God, because he first loved us.".... I JohniV. 19. Anrf 
through the faith of this we obey his commandment, ^ Love one 
another." 

Of this charity^ or love, the most excellent things are spoken.... 
1 Cor. xiii. It is in the heart of every believer. Love Infiiiences tx^ 
put the best constructions upon the behaviour of others : to hide their 
faults with a veil of charity ; to cast a mantle of kindness over their 
fiuHngs. Like the punter, who drew the picture oif Alexander 
with bis finger on the scar in his facer so* love has a kind finjger to 
hide the scars and blemishes, and to cover the sins of others* Love 
^es no faults. See it exemplified in that most illustrious exemplar 
of charity, Jesus. In his deep and distressing agonies and conflicts 
ih the garden, when one would have thought his dear disciples could 
Bot be so regarcfless of his sufierings, so deaf to his rieqtiest, as not 
to watch with him one hour. But, instead of this, they indulged' 
themselves with sleep. Here love covered this fault. "The Spirh 
is willing.'* Love speaks wh&t is right. Love find^ an excusie bt 
what is wrong, '^ The fiesh is weak." And when the ' same mbci 
blessed pattern of love hung expiring in the greatest agonies c^ tfie 
cross, yet amidst all the taunts and jeers of his eneihies and mur- 
derers, love vented itself with his expiring breath, " Father, fbrgiv^ 
them J*' adding thb as a veil or covering, "for they know not what 
they do^" Thus hath Jesua left us an exaikiple. He hath given us 
a new commandment, "Love one another." May tUe spirit of love 
keep alive this heavenly temper, and blow up every spark into a 
fervent fiame, that all men may know his disciples by this badge of 
qharity or lovk, and be forced to confess, "See how these christians 
love one another." 

Love suffers long with patient eye. Malice and rage, those fires of helt, 
Korisppovok'd in haste $ ' She quenches with -her t^g^e; 

She lets the present injury di^i Hopes and believes, and thinks ne-iU» 
And long forgvts the past. Tho' she endur^ the wrong* 



DECEMBER 94. S7i 

Wherefore he is able to save to the uttermost^ all zvho come 
unti) God by him^ seeing he ever liveth to make interces- 
sionjor th€m....Heb. vii. 25. 

When the strong blasts of temptations blow, the swelling wavei 
ef corruptions lift up their heads:. satan casts his fiery darts: the 
thunders of Sinai roar: the law threatens wrath and destruction: 
qamal reason pleads: unbelief pronounces hopeless despair on them : 
happy for believers to take up the language of faith, expressed by 
the children of God of old, ^' We are not careful to answer in this 
xpatter; our God, whom we serve, is able to deliver us; and he wU| 
deliver us,".««»Dan« iii* 16, 17. Admirable faith and fortitude! A 
ahining example of Old-Testament saints, worthy to be imitated, by- 
New-Testament disciples. Such a conduct yields ease to the mind* 
and peace to the conscience ; while it confesses Jesus the only Saj- 
viour, it .gives him the glory due to his name. And, verily, accord- 
ing to their faith so it was* They were saved to the uttermost* 
Though cast into the fiery furnace, they had the presence of Jesus i 
and he delivered them out of it unhurt* 

Who can prescribe boimds to the salvation of Jesus? He save$ 
according to his ability. Who can limit that which extends to the 
cittermost? Thou comer to God by Jesus, think not sin is too strong 
in thee for Jesus to save thee from* ^* He is almighty to save to the 
uttermost.*' Art thou not willii^ thus to be saved? Verily faith 
longs for it, love desires it, hope expects it. Stagger not through 
unbelief. Our object of 6dth is a once crucified Jesus, and ever* 
living, interceding man and Mediator, and who is also the omnipoteot 
God. Is any thing too hard for the Lord? Why then should sin 
bold thee onc^ moment under its power? why should it jat all distresa 
t^y mind? Nay» it could not, but for thy unbelief. But is not the 
strength of Jesus the most powerful encouragement for poor sinners. 
to come to God continually? A throne of grace is«ver open. A God 
of love ^'seated on it. Jesus ever lives, and always prays. A sal*^ 
TEtion to the uttermost perfection is promised, and the infinitely 
powerful Jehovah" able jto effect it. Commg to God by Jesus, O 
this is a sweet mystery for faith to feed upon, to be nourished an4 
strengthened by 1 We are confident of access, perf6ctly sure of accep* 
tance bj Jesus. We are not left to perhaps or peradventure, because^; 
it is not fi^unded upon ourselves, upcm what we have done or can doyi 
but upon the eternal life, everlasting love, and unchangeable piaest-^ 
hood of Jesus. 



Christ over-rules all mortal things* Ottr sorrows and our tears yrm pour '■'- 

And manag^es ail our affairs ; Into the bosom of our God i 

On humb^ souls ^e IjUng of kings He hears us in the n>o«nifii| hfrnty* 

Bestow s his counsels and hit cares. And helps us bear ths bi^xi \5^. 



372 DECEMBER 35. 

'Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, mid shcU 
call his name IfnmanueL..Jsa,y\\. \4f. 

On this prophecy hangs the hopes of fallen sinners* Had this 
word fiyled, we were all damned forever. Horror eternal awaited 
us* Hell eternal must have been our doom. God must be born' a 
babe in time, or sinful man is forever last. But, O my fellow sinners, 
all hail ! I cong;ratulate you. This day is this scripture fuliilledf 
This virgin hath conceived. This son, this Immanuel is bora« Cod 
In our nature: God with us: God for us, we behold in Je^us. He 
flays, ^^1 was set up from everlasting," (as the covenant head of my 
people)....^' My delights were with the sons of men,"....Prov. viii. S3, 
SI. O, he hath shewn how he delighted over us, how he rested for 
ever in his love to us. For he came to visit us in our flesh. ^^ Verily 
lie took not on him the nature of angels," but he became a b^abe in 
human flesh, a man in stature; bom to save, lived to justify, died to 
redeem....who? fallen angels? No. They are left reserved in chains 
of darkness. But unto us sinners against God, us -miserable apos- 
tates from God, in the very same desperate state as devils are: 
behold " unto us a child is bom ; unto us a son is given." That we 
who are filthy by birth, and polluted by hatiu*e, might have a holy 
birth) and a sanctified nature in him. <<The government is upon 
his shoulders." He is our King. He reigns over us, for us, and 
in us. Our souls and all our concerns are safe in his hands. ^His 
name is wonderful." In his conception, his birth, his person, 
God and man in one Christ ; in his life, his death, his resurrection, 
ascension, and intercession, wonderful. In his love to us, and sal- 
vation of us, wonderful. ''■Counsellor." He powerfully pleads our 
cause above : he sweetly counsels our hearts below to t:ome to him^ 
so we find blessed rest in him. "Thie mighty God." No less 
could save us. Jesus is the God of our salvatbn. ^The ever- 
lastinjs Father." He begets us to himself by the word of his 
grace. The most tender parent on earth never loved his children as 
Jesus loves us. The Prince or PEACE,"...Jsa.Hx. 6. He is ever 
at peace with us, has made peace for us,- besto>V5 his peace on us. 
O, ye sinners of -the human race, if as verily as the virgin cdn- 

• ceived and brought forth this son, your hearts conceive Jesus by 
faith, this will bring forth holy love to Jesus. The birth of Jesus is 
our delicious Christmas i^re. Behold it, sayii the prophet: dwell 
en it in your minds, feed on it in your hearts. To conceive of ou^ 
Lord becoming a babe, living in flesh for us, dying on the accursed 
tree to take away our sins and save our souls ; while we count all 
other hopes vain, O this makes iis keep a joyful Christmas all the 
jear round. For this brings ^' glory to God in the highesti pc;ace oo 

carib, good will towaida xnta.**«*«*L\iV<^ v\* 14« 



DEGEBfBER S6. S73 

We are his worknumshipy created in Christ /esus unto good 
ivorksy xvhich God hath brfore ordained that we should 
. walk in them....Eph. ii. 10. 

Upon a survey of the works of creation, the psalmist cries out 
with admiration, "O Lord, how manifold are thy works, in wisdom 
liast thou made them all I" Is such a display of wisdom and glory 
Yisible in the objects of time and sense, which perish in the using, 
and are destined to destruction? O, what infinite riches of wisdom, 
gfory, and love, are manifest in the new creation in Christ Jesus, 
which^are of a s^nritual and eternal nature ! Such is the geconomy of 
the covenant of grace, the glorious three persons in the ever-adorable 
trinity, concur in the salvation of sinners. God the Father elects in 
Christ Jesus to glory, and ordains good works, as the fruits of ever- 
lasting love, for all the heirs of salvation to walk in. Jesus, in whom 
they are chosen, atones for all the guilt of their sins, and frees them 
from all the condemnation of the law. And the divine Spirit creates 
their souls anew in righteousness, peace, and holiness. But why 
doth he. say, '^created in Christ Jesus?'* Because we are his mem^i^ 
bers; one with him, beloved ik him, chosen in him, viewed ik 
him ; loved with the very same love, as Jesus our head is....Johh 
xvii. 23. What is wrought in us by the power of God the Spirit, is 
not to glorify us in our own eyes, to make us independent of our 
head, Jesus; but to glorify him, and keep us in close union to, and 
sweet communion with him ; that so our good works, our fruits of 
righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, m^y abound to the glory 
of God. How awful is this delusion, under pretence of exalting 
Jesus to depreciate the work of his Spirit in us ? How &tal the 
mistake of thinking our good works are to recoiitimend us to God's 
favor ? But how does the devil amuse poor dead sinners with notions 
of good works, and swell them with the pride of their works I as 
though they were the price of God's favor, and the purchase of his 
kingdom. All such works are of the flesh, they flow from pride and 
unbelief^ and are accursed. The seventeenth article of our churcl;^ 
speaks of ^^ walking religiously in good works." As though there 
are no good works, but what spring from the religion of Jesus. 
Christian, what thou art called to in life, that thou art created to in 
thy soul. Those duties exhorted to in the word, thou hast strength 
tp perform by the Spirit. Therefore, though sinful and lost, in thy 
first creation, yet thou art saved and righteous by thy new creation 
in Christ J^us. In him, being one with him, thou mayest say 
with Paul, ^^I have all thipgs and abound."....PhiL iv. 18. 

N«t to the terrors of the Lord, But we are come to Sion's ^1,- 

The tempest, fire and smoke, The city of our Ood, 

Korttf'thc thunder of that word . Where milder words declare his will^ 

Which God on Sinai spoke. And spread Yd^X^'^^ ll^arotA^ 

Vol. I. Y y 



'SF4 i>Ee£M&&R 2r, 

The God of peace shull bruise satan under ytntr feel 
sAqrily. .. .Mom. XYU 20. 

It ig rcry common for the followcri of the Lamb to TcaS6n/1>ut 
not right, after this manner: *^how can Ib^ a son of the God of 
peace ? how can I be a subject of the prince of peace, teeing I am 
daily in war and fightings? If at any time the sweet «ooiid of peace 
is heard in my heart, and the comfbnii^g seUse of peace is felt in my 
conscience, soon some rebel Uist, some' sinful passion, or some fiery 
dart of the enemy, makes an attack upon me; hence war commences 
and peace is banished." Nay but, so^l, Jesus is sttll thy peace*' 
God is ever at peace with thee. - Glory in this alwa3r«. Know thou 
art to fight the good fight of faith as a soldier c^ Jesus* Thy present 
state fsxposes thee to enemies* Being bom again of the Spirit^ thy 
flesh lustcth against thee, and tliou feelest it, art groaning under it 
and striving against it* The strong man, satan, who heretofore 
.^ept thee in possession, when thou wast at peace with him> is. now 
•cast out by Jesus ; therefore, he besieges and attacks* The world 
with its vanities, its children with their sni^iles and frowns, promises 
and threateliings, animated by ^'the god of this worid," are at war 
with thee ; because thou art not of this world, but of the kingdooi 
of Jesus* 

That this combined power opposes thee, is a scriptural mark that 
thou art bom of God* • That thou art at war with them* ia an evii* 
dence, a happy evidence of the life of tliy soul> and of t-liy iaith and 
love in Christ Jesus* Rathei^ let this strefigtheo thy osmfidence 
than deject thy mind» Was it any proof thai Jesus was not the Sod 
of God, because satan tried to make hhn quesflion it^ «&d tempted 
him to idolatry, cpvetousness and self-muvder? Did: this ^ieatroy his 
hope and peace in his God and Father ^ Nor need his temptationt 
•interrupt thine* Thy God knowa thou art conflicting with satatt* It 
is his good pleasure to permit it for a season* Yea, he knows: also 
thou canst not bmise satan, much less overoome him* Natund mesi 
are ready to ask what is this bruising of satanr : we see no need of it* 
No, it is because they lie fast asleep in his arms* But those who 
are awake, and flee from him, he ever tries to. distress* . But, O 
christian, here is-Uiy comfort, Jesus h8[» bruised the serpent's headv 
Thy assurance of victory lies in the almightf power of Jesus, and 
faithful promise of thy Father* l^xk tip with eHmfidence for as sure 
as Satan's head is bruised, thy God, who i» at peace with- thee, 'vt ait 
war with every enemy that is agaitiat thee^ Fight with oomagek 
He will strengthen thee to stand agtonat, yea more^ give thee pei&Dt 
victory over all the powers of darkness, all the* malice of helL M 
a vanquished foe thou shalt tread satan under thy feet shortly* ^^ Sa^ 
to them that are of a fearful heart, be stnmg, fear not : tK^hpId your 
God will come with vengeance) ^u^^^^iXV^cl^ «Cl<eI£L^^ V^t^UL come 
«i>d sarc you."«..Isa. x»^. 4. ni 



DECEMBER 2$. ars 

Putjfe on the Lord Jestis^ ChrisL...Rom. xiii. 14. 

Man is an active being. Happiness is his pursuit. " Who will 
fthew me «ny good?" is his continual enquiry. But to seek it from 
wrong objects is his constant practice. Hence naturally we are eYei" 
Destlees and uneasy. The n^w4x>m soul only has found the centra 
of true felicity 9 real goody and permanent happiness^ in the know- 
ledge and enjoyment of his Saviour! Here paradise is regained: a 
heaven of bliss is restored to his souL It is the peculiar glory of 
the gospel) tt ever presents a precious object to our. mind, even the 
Lord Jesus, from whom alone we. derive peace of conscience, joy of 
heart, and transport oi aoul. Is there, believer, a day in theyearv 
sui hour in the day^ wherein thou wouldst pray to be excused from 
putting on the- Lord. Jesus Christ as the perfection of thy nature, 
SHid the adorning of thy soul? Surely not. As "one made alive 
from the dead,*' the Holy Ghost, by the word, stirs up thy ^^pure 
mind, by way of remembrance." Thou art not called to dream 
over dry,' heathenish lectures of morality; nor from philosophic 
rules to acquire this and the other habit of virtue; neither art thou 
left to Ucentiotts libeity, to make provision for the fleshy to fulfil the 
lusts thereof. * But it is to be the daily exercise of thy believing 
mind to put on the Lord Jesus Christ as the essence of every virtue ; 
for in this conusts all thy present comfort and hdiness. And by 
l3iis thou wilt become dead to all the pleasing, inviting objects that 
stand so tluck around, thee to beguile thy mind, and draw thine 
heart frcHB its best friendtf 

' The miser calls his gold his own, it is his god. Hence he exer* 
ciaoi all his affecti«ps upon. it) and derives all hU h^piness fkxnn it* 
The man of {Measure is in continual search after the enjoyment of 
new delights frpin. the gay surrounding objects of a perishing world* 
Infinitely greater jblessings are christians called to. O, believer^ 
Jesus is thine. In the exercise of thy .mind and the affections of 
thy souUput cm thy Lord owtinuaUy as thy righteousness, thy 
strength, thy riches, thy pleasure^ thy honor, thy glory, thy all. 
Oppose Christ to aU the pleasures of the world) to all the delights ■■ 
of sense, and every scene of vanity* Pujt on Christ, in thy con- 
science ; there plei^the atonement of his precious blood against the 
guilt of sin, the perfectly of hi^ righteousness to every demand of 
the law, the prevatency of his intercession agianst all thy fears, the 
freenesa and fulness of his promises against all thy doubts^ Boldly 
withstand every accusation from satan with> "Christ hath died, yea ' 
ratiher is risen again ; and ev^ lives to make intercession for us :" 
".Who is he that jcondemneUi f "•••*Rom. viii* 34* 

Strangely » iny soul,' art thou arfay'd In sweetest harmony of praise 
By the great sacred three ! * £«ct all thy powen ai^^> 



376 DECEMBER 29. 

The end of all things is at hand: be ye thertfore scber, and 
watch u7ilo prayer....! Pet. iv. 7. . 

Yesterday wc were bom. To-day we live^ To-morrow we 
die. The sum total of human life is justly calculated hf the faosFy-^ 
headed patriarch, Jacob, " Few and evil have the days of the years 
of my life been.".%..Gen. xlvii. 9. A truth this that lies kvd with 
the common observation and judgment of all men ; but is admitted 
Into the regenerate heart aiid conscience only with that importance it 
demands, so as suitably to affect the mind and influence the con^ 
duct. Hence, the absolute necessity of divine faith ; the continual 
need of the believmg soul exercising his meditations •upon the 
sure and certain approaching dissolution of all things* So ke kams. 
to die daily to the perishing objects of time and sense ; and to live 
like himself, as an immortal inhabitant of a dty that hath ibimda* 
tions, whbse builder and maker is God. To live and lean upon our 
beloved Jesus as the stay of one's soul ^nd the strength of one's 
hope this is true happiness. While all things below perish in the^ 
using ; invisible realities ripen in prospect, and most powerfully 
engage our affections ; because they are durable and eternal. Hence, 
the soul is excited to watchfulness, that he may stand..Mto prayer, 
that he may be kept....ahd to sobriety, that he may persevere. O, 
believer, thou canst not but count drunkenness and whoredom great 
sins ; but know also, the cares, riches, pleasures, and honors of 
this worid, as really intoxicate the mind and cause the heart to be 
guilty of spiritual adultery against thy loving, lawfol bridegroom, 
Jesus, as outward, gross sins do the body. What need, what daily 
need hast thou to watch constantly, to be sober continually, and to 
fncRy always ? Pride is contrary to sobriety of judgment of thyself. 
Lust and intemperance are inconsistent with the scmndness of- thy ' 
faith, the stability of thy hope, and the exercise of thylove. These 
are ever at hand to beset thee. Say, therefore, when canst thou 
dispense with a watchful frame of spirit? when intermit in prayer 
to, and dependence on thy God? O, the sweet exercise of watching 
unto prayer, for divine power: in prayer, for sweet enlargements : 
after prayer, for a comfortable answer from our Lord! Ever may 
this just reflection be on thy mind, whentempted or inclined to cast 
in thy lot with the carnal, and to indulge thyself- in attending the 
bewitching scenes of sin, folly and vanity: am- 1 now acting like one 
who knows the end of all things is at hand? do I behave as one in 
his right mind? am I watching unto prayer? can I desire^ pray for, 
and expect the senseof ' Jesus's love aind presence to be with me? 
Remember thy calling; it is to love and live upon an unseen Jesus, 
and to act as daily expecting to ^< receive the end of thy Mth^i the 
sa/vatioo of thy soul."****! Pet« L 9» 



fc' 



DECEMBER 30/ 377 

But thanks be h God tohogivethvs the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.., A Cor. xv. 57. 

Death, though copquei'ed by Jesus ; though disarmed of ha 
strength and sting by our victorious Lord, so that it cannot destroy, 
nay, not -veound or hurt the soul of any one of his dear members ; 
yet it is still an enemy, a formidable, disagreeable enemy tonature. 
-When we are left to our natural conceptions, death appears to us with 
the grirti visage of " the king of terrors." We cannot get rid of our 
fears, nor are we able to make him put on a more amiable aspect* 
But when in the simplicity of little children, we go to our heavenly 
Father, and tell him how we are affrighted and terrified at the thought 
and approach of that dreadful enemy, he drives away our fears and 
terrors, and relieves our minds* But how docs our affectionate Fa- 
ther effect this ? -by telling us we are perfect and sinless, and there- 
fore we have overcome death, we shall never die, we have nothing 
to fear, death cannot hurt us ? No ; though we are sinners in our- 
selves, and as such must die ; though we are without strength to 
grapple with and subdue this powerful enemy, and though our bodies 
must fall victims to his stroke, yet, ^^ praise the Lord, O my soul, praise 
him ail his saints," he g^veth us the victory ; he puts songs of triumph 
ihto our mouths, our hearts ; not for what we have dpne, but our 
Father refers us to the glorious atchievements of our elder brother, 
Jesus ; he hath obtained a perfect conquest for all the children of 
his Father's family ; and victory is not only proclaimed but givew. 
Jesus is the unspeakable gift of the Father's love ; victory over death 
is given through Jesus ; faith to believe it in the heart, and triumph 
over it in the conscience, is his free gift also. Thus the Spirit testi- 
fies of, and glorifies Jesus ; thus his members rejoice in the truth, 
and are comforted by the truth. 

Death was brought into the world by the father of lies, he is van- 
quished and destroyed by Jesus, who is essentially the truth. 
^'The soul that sinneth shall die." Die man, or justice must. 
The man Jesus, the sinner's surety, fell a sacrifice to this truth ; 
hence truth is fulfilled in his death, justice is satisfied, death is dis- 
armed of its sting, which is sin. Jesus hath "put away »n, by the 
sacrifice of himftelf."»..Heb. ix. 2 6. " And the strength of sin, which 
is the law, Jesus hath perfectly fulfilled in his life for us." He hath 
fully answered all its demands, and by him all its accusations are 
silenced. Precious Christ! Happy believer! What harm can the 
most fierce, poisonous monster do thee when it bath lost its. sting, and 
is without any strength? Most precious truth ! "Death is yours.".^. 
1 Cor. iii. 22. . 

Now to the God of victory Who makes as conqa*rors while we die. 

Immortal thanks be paid ; Thro' -Christ onr livla^%i«^A» 
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'flien shall the king say unto them on his righthandi Com&^ 
ye blessed of my Father , inherit the kingdom preparedjjor 
youyfrom the foundation of the world,... Matt. xxv. 34. 

This is a joyful word to our hearts now, ^^Come, .let us reasaA- 
together, saith the Lord ; though your sids be as scarlett they shall 
be OS white as snow : though they be red like crimson, they, shall be as 
wool«"..«Jsa* i« 1 8« This is another precious word from Je^us to our 
souls, ^<CoM£ unto nie all ye thpt labour and are heavy laden, ape} \ 
will gire you rest.*' O, but this last come, from the lips of our 
KING, will be the most joyful crowning word of all! The best wipe is 
reserved for the last. Every soul ^rho hath tasted of the first on earth» 
shall assuredly drink his fill at the fountain-head, in a blissfuU never-' 
ending eternity. of glory. "Yc blessed of my Father;" beloved 
from eternity, and blessed to eternity* Chosen in me, btessed in 
me with all spiritual blessingSi I was given to, I sought .you». and 
gathered you to myself in tim^ ; now come live and reign with me 
ibr ever in my kingdom* Of is not the thoughts of this enough t*^ 
ipake one wish to break through the walls of our prison, the body ! . 
Praise, O soul I Call together all thy faculties! Rather, O divine- 
Spirit, realize the view, bring near the solemn, joyful day to oar 
minds! Give us even now tq dwell on it with rapture of. affectioi^ 
and ardor of love* 

^^ Inherit the kingdom prepared for you j'.' not bought by your good 
vorks, not pvu*chased by you^ well-doings, not obtained by your faith- 
fulness, but the free-gift of my .Father's love and good pleasure,, 
richly prepared by his free-grace and bounty, pui'posely reserved for. 
you* Came, ye ; all of ye* . Not one of my little flock sh$dl bo« 
wanting; tliere is a mansion i^x each of you ere you had a beings or . 
time commenced ; the kingdom was estjiblished, the heirs chosen^, 
places preparecl* \ visited you on earth, so that you loyed me 
though you saw me not } I invisibly worked upon your hearts, . and> 
drew them out in love tQ myself^ my causQ, and my brethren,; so you ' 
approved yourselves piy disciples by following my example*. Qofne 
ye, enter, possess, and enjoy what you were bom for, bom again, 
to be meet for* Q^ methinks it ^trike^ one's heart vith heavenly • 
joy, to conceive of the loud hosannas and. shoutings, (O that we may 
catch the heavenly flame !} '' Sahratiou to our God, who sitteth upon 
the throne and unto the Lamb, unto him that lovpd us and washed 
us from our sins in his own blood and hath made us kings and priests r 
unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amcn."««-Rev. i* 5, 6. 

Now to the Lord that makes «» know Be humble honors paid below, 
The wonders of his d^ w^ love, Aad straixu of nobler praise-above.- 
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ADDITIONAL MEDITATION FOR LEAP-YEAR. 

Onebctn out qf due iime....\Cor. xv. 8. 

God's chiWren want no other, they Clan have no better proof of 
the life, death; resurrection, ascension, and intercession of their 
Jesus than what the scriptures aflPord: they say with their master, 
*Hhy word is truth.".... John xvii. 17. Thfey wish to have no other 
ideias of God, of Christ, and of themselves, than what the scriptures 
impress on their minds. They arc fully Satisfied of their hope of 
salvation by Jesus oifLY. This is the reasoning of their faith: **if 
we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater.'*...^ 
1 Johu V. 9. God has borne witness to his Son Jesus in every type, 
ceremony,' and prophesy of the Oki-Tcstament: and by such signs, 
miracles, and even by his voice from heaven in the New, ^ arc 
incontestible. And beside all these, the Spirit of God bears the 
inward testimony of faith, that our Jesus is risen. For we find our 
hearts attracted to him, our afifections set on him, and we enjoy 
sweet fdlowshtp with him. This is of distinguishing gtace, ^' One 
•hall be taken and another left.*' ^' This is hid from the wise and 
prudent,^ and revealed unto babes." What shall we say to this? 
'' Even so Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight.*' Such hum- 
ble sentiments are in all who have the mind of Christ. So Paul, 
when he saw himself a mirade of grace, accounted himself an 
abortion in nature; as meaA', as- contemptible as a child born by 
miscarriage, before its due time and proper growth ; ^ the least of 
all apostles ;" yea, as though he wanted words fully to express the 
optnion he had of iumsell^ not only a sinner, but the chief of 
siNNSfts. Not only the least, but ^vat who am less than the 
least of all saints. "....Eph. iii. 8. faul had now done with his 
notions of fulfilling terms and condkions to obtaun God's favor, and 
cn^tle himself to salvation. O, now Christ was revealed in him! 
He saw htH glory full of grace and truth; This stained all his former 
pride, laid his honor in the dust, and stopt his mouth to self-righteous 
confidence and human glorying- Sttange pre-requisites Paul poa^ 
•eased to qualify him for the grace of God I Yet no one sinner by 
nature can boast of any better. But the same Lord who wrought 
efi^tuieilly in Peter, was mighty^ in Paul, and he also converts every 
redeemed soul to Jesus. Let us not envy others thieir lofly thoughts 
of themselves, nor murmur against our Saviour for keeping us lew 
and humble. 

But if Paul had, if all the ehildreti of God have such mean con- 
temptible thoughts of themselves, are so little and base in their own 
eyes, will not satan attack and Mm to distress them? Doubtless he* 
wilU For where he cannot delude sinners into a notion that they 
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are righteous vid perfect in themselTcs, he aims to distress them^ 
for want of perfection. In the day of healthi in the time .of 
dckness, and perhaps, most powerfully in the hour of deathy satan 
will inject into the ipind these fiery darts: ^^you a child of God, 
you a member of Jesus, who never loved God perfectly, served him 
faithfully, nor obeyed him sincerely ! In all things you have sinned. 
His law curses you ; his justice is incensed against you ; his wrath is 
ready to fall on you* Your &ith is fancy ; your hope delusion ; hell will 
be your portion." O, what can any poor sinne r say to all this ? What 
can he do against all this ? Say I Glorify his Lord, by confessing. Lord 
I am damned, but thou hast died ; but for thy salvation, my state is as 
desperate as devils. What can he do? Honor his Lord, by obeying 
his word, ^^put on the whole armour of God, that ye may stand in this 
evil day, and above all (or rather upon all other parts of it) take the 
shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts 
of the wicked 0NE."....Eph. vi. 11,16. Fiery darts! Yes, being dipt in 
the wrath and terrors of a broken law, they wound, inflame, and 
bring the fire of hell into the conscience* What is this shield of 
faith ^ The belief that Jesus is to us sinners a Saviour; that his 
blood has perfectly atoned for our sins; his righteousness has fully 
justified our persons; and that there is no condemnation to us. 
Thus shall these fiery darts of satan be quenched, and. our con- 
science healed ; this and nothing hut this, .can e£Pect it* IVflnd this 
precious 'V^rd, '^ye shall be able." .The ability of our faith is no-^ 
thing less than the almighty power of ^lesus our God* This is en*- 
gaged for us* By this we shall stand against every assault of satan ; 
and all shall issue in present, peace of conscience, and eternal sal^ 
vationof soul* This is the glory of a christian, to resist satan in 
the faith of what Jesus is to him. and hath done for him. We are 
sure to overcome him by the blood of the Lamb, but in no other 
way. >^ Shortly, our God of peace shall forever bruise satan under 
our feet." We ^' shall return and come to Zion with songs (of free 
grace) and everlasting joy shall be on our heads, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away."«*..Isa. xxxv. 10. 

Now, chnstian reader, I conmiend thee to God and to the word 
of his grace, wishing thee sweet comfort in perusing these Daily 
Meditations. If cur Lord give thee only as much in reading as I 
have found in writing them, thou wilt have great cause for love 
and praise* Accept them as the labour of one ^^ who is no prophet, 
nor the son of a prophet;" but who can, from his heart, say with 
Gideon, ''my family is poor, and I am the least in my Father's 
house. "**•• Judges yi* 15. Yet having been taught somewhat of the 
glory of Jesus from the word of truth, by the grace of the Spirit, 
X would rejoice to spread the glory of my Lord's precious name, 
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andYfiecmiffintB of his everlastiiiglj finished talvatioii) among ray 
fellow sinners: testifying, that all mjr hope of eternal life is fixed 
upon the Son of God^ who was crucified on mount Calvary ; there* 
fore would glory in being a saved sinner by the cross of Jesus, and in 
the name of aCALVARYiST. 

Glory be to God in the highest* Grace be with all them who 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen« 
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